
THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN PERSON ONLY.  

THIS MEETING WILL BE LIVE STREAMED: To view the meeting with no interaction:  
https://jamestownri.gov/how-do-i/watch-live-streamed-town-meetings 

The above virtual access option is being provided only as a convenience and is not an official “location” 
where meeting access is guaranteed.  The only way to guarantee complete access to the meeting is to attend 
physically, in person at the physical location listed above. 

The public is welcome to participate in Town Council meetings in several ways:  
• Citizens are invited to speak on the topic of a Public Hearing which will be listed on the agenda.  
• Citizens may speak during Open Forum to clarify or comment on an item on the agenda or address 

items not on the agenda.  
o A Citizen may schedule a Request to Address with the Town Council no less than seven day before 

the meeting in which they would like to appear. Their topic will be listed on the agenda and Town 
Councilors may respond to their comments.  

o Citizens may also simply request to speak in Open Forum at a Council meeting by raising their 
hands and being recognized by the Town Council President. (See below) 

• At other times during a Town Council meeting, citizens may speak at the discretion of the Council 
President or of a majority of Councilors present.  

Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room and state their name and 
address for the record. Comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience. The Town Council 
hopes that citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other, and mindful of everyone’s time. 
For those speaking on an agenda item, please note that this is the time reserved for councilors to discuss 
these items and your participation in the discussion is at the discretion of the Council.  

Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website at: 
https://jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2025-meetings-minutes 

 ROLL CALL 

 CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Jamestown Town Hall 

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers  
93 Narragansett Avenue 
Monday, April 7, 2025 

6:00 P.M. 
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 PUBLIC HEARING 
 Public Hearing: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: for Proposed 

Amendments to the Zoning Code of Ordinances, regarding a request to amend the
Zoning Use Table (Section 82-601 - VI.E.(5); and request to amend the definition of 
Amusement or Video Arcade to Amusement Arcade (Section 82-104.1), duly 
advertised in the March 13th, 20th and 27th editions of the Jamestown Press: 

Regnum LLC, requesting a Zoning Ordinance Amendment including a 
change to the definition and a change to the use table related to Amusement 
or Video Arcade as an accepted use in the Zoning use table by Special Use 
Permit(s) for the CD District only. 

Letters from Jamestown residents: 
a) Ronald Izzo 
b) Ralph Klingbeil 
c) Leisa Hill 

 OPEN FORUM 
Comments are not limited to items on this agenda. However, items not on this agenda will only be 
heard and not acted upon by the Town Council. Note: Section 42-46-6 of the Open Meetings Act 
and Department of the Attorney General Advisory Opinions relevant to this item on any public body 
meeting agenda specifically prohibit the Town Council from discussing, considering, or acting on 
any topic, statement, or question presented. The Town Council may, if warranted, refer such matters 
to an appropriate committee, to another body or official, or post the matter for consideration at a 
properly-noticed, future meeting. 

 Scheduled request to address: None at this time. 
Non-scheduled request to address. 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS  

 Resolutions and Proclamations 
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: regarding Resolution 2025-
11, Supporting House Bill 5032, Relating to Alcoholic Beverages – Retail 
Licenses, to provide the authority to the Jamestown Board of Licenses to 
issue a Class T Legitimate Theatre liquor license.   

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Proclamation 2025-12 
Month of the Military Child, declaring the month of April 2025 as Month 
of the Military Child. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Proclamation 2025-13 
Teacher Appreciation declaring May 5th-11th, 2025 as Teacher Appreciation 
Week. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Resolution 2025-14, in 
Support of Amending the Rhode Island General Laws to Allow Financial 
Town Meetings to Approve an Annual Budget Exceeding the 4 Percent 
Levy Cap, as amended.  
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 PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS 
The Town Council will review each license application and vote on it individually. All approvals 
for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes, and appropriate signatures as 
well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. 

 Public Hearings: Town Council Sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board 
Notice is hereby given by the Town Council of Jamestown, being the Licensing 
Board in said Town: 

 Pursuant to RIGL §3-7-14, the following license application (F-25-5) has 
been received under said Act for a one-day license on September 7, 2025: 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 
Jamestown Community Farm 

40 Eldred Avenue 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the one-
day CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE (Number 1 of 12 
licenses per calendar year issued per RIGL§3-7-14). 

 Pursuant to RIGL §3-7-14, the following license application (F-25-7) has 
been received under said Act for a one-day license on May 22, 2025: 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 
Jamestown Historical Society 

92 Narragansett Avenue 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the one-
day CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE (Number 1 of 12 
licenses per calendar year issued per RIGL§3-7-14). 

 Pursuant to RIGL §3-7-14, the following license application (F-25-8) has 
been received under said Act for a one-day license on July 25, 2025: 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 
Jamestown Historical Society 

92 Narragansett Avenue 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the one-
day CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE (Number 2 of 12 
licenses per calendar year issued per RIGL§3-7-14). 

The Town Council Adjourns from Sitting as the Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Board 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Approval of Renewal Applications 
that have been received by the Town Council for Victualing & Holiday License for 
the year December 1, 2024- November 30, 2025, upon resolution of debts, taxes, 
State approval, and appropriate signatures: 

The Wicked Whisk, 79 North Road (BL-27).  
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COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS 
Please Note the Following Items are Status Reports and Matters of Interest to the Council and are 
for Informational Purposes unless Indicated Otherwise:  

 Town Administrator’s Report: Edward A. Mello 
OPIOID Litigation update (Consent agenda). 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application (New 
Business). 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and Possible Action on the FY2025-2026 Town 

Administrator’s Proposed Budget; recommend the proposed FY2025-2026 Town 
Budget of $30,841,871 for consideration at the Annual Financial Town Meeting on 
June 2, 2025: 

Town Administrator’s Proposed Town General Fund Budget of 
$14,006,265 and the Town Administrator’s Proposed School Budget of 
$16,835,606. 

Review, Discussion, and Possible Action: Discussion and consideration of staff-
proposed projects requiring potential bond initiatives of $3,453,000: 

 Memorandum from Town Administrator Mello to the Town Council 
regarding a Maintenance Bond: 
a) Project 1: Senior Repair Project   $   885,000 
b) Project 2: Town Buildings/Facilities Maintenance $1,618,000 
c) Project 3: Department of Public Works Equipment $   950,000 

Review, Discussion, and Possible Action: At the request of Vice President Brine, 
discussion and consideration of a proposed Jamestown Recreation Bond of 
$1,700,000 or $2,600,000: 

Memorandum from Vice President Brine regarding potential bond(s) for 
investment into Eldred Field, Lawn Avenue School gymnasium, and 
bike/pedestrian paths. 

 Review, Discussion, and Possible Action: At the request of Councilor Meagher 
discussion and consideration of a $3,000,000 Bond for affordable housing for FY 
2025/2026: 

Memorandum from the Affordable Housing Committee requesting Town 
Council support of a $3,000,000 Bond for potential affordable housing 
initiatives. 
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 NEW BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Councilor 

Meagher and the Affordable Housing Committee (AHC), approval to utilize 
Affordable Housing Trust funds for two projects: 

Memorandum from AHC Chair Bob Plain and Town Planner Lisa Bryer: 
a) Request approval to draft an RFP for a consultant to work with the 

Affordable Housing Committee to develop new Affordable Housing 
projects on town-owned property, including but not limited to 11 
Knowles Court. 

b) Request approval to draft an RFP for a consultant to complete a 
“Nexus Study” to link Jamestown’s Housing market with 
Affordable Housing Funding Needs. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Councilor 
Meagher, the Planning Commission is asked to review possible changes to the 
Zoning Ordinance.  

82-1102.4: Require abutter notification of projects going before the 
Technical Review Committee (TRC) (new ordinance). 

82-1105: Require the percentage of a potential new affordable housing lot 
in the R 8 and CL districts to be the same as is currently described for a R 
20 lot, which is 65%. This amendment would allow an R8 or CL lot that is 
between 13200-15999 square to be eligible to be subdivided to create an 
affordable lot (minimum 5200 square feet) and a standard lot (minimum 
8000 square feet) (amendment). 

82-602 To consider the creation of new Zoning Districts or new Zoning 
characterizations that would apply to non-conforming lots of record (new
ordinance). 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the recommendation of Town 
Administrator Mello, authorization to submit an application through CDBG for 
the following projects: 

CDBG application in the amount of $500,000 for the repair and renovation 
of the Senior Center located at 6 West Street.  

CDBG application in the amount of $500,000 for the repair and renovation 
of additional bathrooms at Jamestown Housing Authority located at 45 
Pemberton Avenue. 

 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Parks and 
Recreation Director DeFalco, permission to extend the Mackerel Cove Vendor 
Contracts for the 2025 season to Splash Dogz LLC. and Dels Lemonade & 
Refreshments, as permitted by the 2023 contract.   
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 ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS 
 Appointments, Vacancies, and Expiring Terms: None at this time 

Upcoming interview sessions (*May 5th & 19th tentative): 
a) April 21st, 5:30-6:30 

TIME NAME COMMITTEE 
5:30 Barrett Cavanagh Quonset Development Board of Directors 
5:40 Lisa Lepore Quonset Development Board of Directors / Zoning Board Alternate
5:50 Timothy Noble Quonset Development Board of Directors 
6:00 Bradley Parsons Eldred Field 
6:10 Lisa Primiano Quonset Development Board of Directors 
6:20 Emile Martineau Quonset Development Board of Directors 

b) May 5th, 5:10-6:30 
TIME NAME COMMITTEE 
5:10 Susan Shim Gorelick Affordable Housing Committee 
5:15 Kelly Smith Tick Task Force 
5:20 Samira Hakki Bike Path Committee 
5:25 Mary Ellen Coleman Fire Dept. Compensation Committee 
5:30 Karen Montoya Senior Services Committee 
5:35 Tony Pineiro Harbor Commission 
5:40 Randy Keck Bike Path Committee 
5:45 Beth Herman Tree Committee 
5:50 Amy Walsh Jamestown Housing Authority 
5:55 Joe England Tick Task Force 
6:00 Andrew Williams Harbor Commission 
6:05 Fred Pease Affordable Housing Committee 
6:10 Johnathan Valente Bike Path Committee 
6:15 Dan Lilly Harbor Commission 
6:20 Cynthia Leonard Tick Task Force 

c) May 19th, 5:50-6:30  
TIME NAME COMMITTEE 
5:50 Stuart Rice Tax Assessment Board of Review 
5:55 Wayne Moore Fire Dept. Compensation Committee 
6:00 Harry Chase Bike Path Committee 
6:05 John Potter Harbor Commission 
6:10 Wayne Banks CRMC 
6:15 Patrick Gaynes Eldred Field Committee 
6:20 Marlene Murphy Election Training Committee 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of 
typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to the approval of each 
item as if it had been acted upon separately for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or 
vote. A Consent Agenda item or items may be removed by the Town Council for review, discussion, 
and/or potential action and or vote. 

 Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes: 
March 3, 2025 (Regular Meeting) 
March 4, 2025 (Special Meeting) 
March 10, 2025 (Special Meeting) 
March 17, 2025 (Regular Meeting) 

Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 
Board of Canvassers, February 19, 2025. 
Board of Canvassers, March 4, 2025. 
Zoning Board of Review, February 25, 2025 

Permission to authorize Town Administrator Mello to amend the national opioid 
litigation by removing the defendants, PBM (Optum and Express Scripts, Inc.), and 
their related entities from the case. 

 Permission to authorize Town Administrator Mello to sign Amendment 3 to the 
Subrecipient Agreement between the State of Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation and the Town of Jamestown for the Melrose Elementary School and 
Lawn Avenue Middle School Safe Routes to School Program upon final review by 
Solicitor Ruggiero. 

 All One-Day Event/ Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any 
COVID-19 protocols in effect at the time of the event: 

Applicant: St. Matthew Church 
Event:  Sunrise Easter Service (ENT-25-18) 
Date:  April 20, 2025 
Location: East Ferry/Veteran’s Memorial Square 
Applicant: Jamestown Historical Society (JHS) 
Event:  Windmill Day (ENT-25-15) 
Date:  July 26, 2025 
Location: 378 North Road 
Applicant: Jamestown Historical Society (JHS) 
Event:  JHS Museum Exhibit Opening Reception (ENT-25-16) 
Date: May 22, 2025 
Location: JHS, 92 Narragansett Avenue 
Applicant: Jamestown Historical Society (JHS) 
Event:  Evening at the Windmill (ENT-25-17) 
Date:  July 25, 2025 
Location: 378 North Road 
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 Ratification of the Administratively approved Short-Term Rental application(s) for 
the period of January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025, duly advertised in the 
March 20th and March 27th editions of the Jamestown Press; upon resolution of 
debts, taxes, State approval, and appropriate signatures: 

STR-110 Michael Allen  37 Newport Avenue 

 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
The Council may acknowledge any of the listed Communications and Proclamations and 
Resolutions. Should any member wish to have a conversation on any of the matters, the item will 
be placed on a future agenda for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or vote.  

 Communications Received: 
Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   Taxpayer Association of Jamestown 
Dated:   March 17, 2025 
Re:    School and Town Budget 
Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Joan Swifty 
Dated:   March 18, 2025 
Re:    Fort Getty Workshop 

Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   David Jamison 
Dated:   March 23, 2025 
Re:  Budget for Jamestown

Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Linda Jamison 
Dated:   March 26, 2025 
Re:  CISF - $150,000 benefit to Jamestown residents 

Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Armenian National Committee of Rhode Island 
Dated:   March 3, 2025 
Re:  2025 ANC of RI Armenian flag raising request.

Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns 
Portsmouth School Committee- School Transportation Resolution. 

North Smithfield School Committee Resolution – Funding for Private 
School Transportation by State and Local Education Agencies 

Resolution of the City of Woonsocket, Resolution Requesting the Rhode 
Island Governor and General Assembly to Restore General Revenue 
Sharing to Rhode Island Cities and Towns. 25 R 47 

Resolution of the Town of Middletown, Resolution No. 25-17, in support of 
Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns 2025 Legislative Priorities.   
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Resolution of the Town of Middletown, Resolution No. 25-16, Resolution 
Regarding the Restoration of General Revenue Sharing to Cities and Towns. 

Resolution of the Burrillville Town Council, Resolution No. 25-07, in 
opposition to Rhode Island 2025 Gun Control Legislation.  

Resolution of the Burrillville School Committee (Private School 
Transportation). 

Resolution of the Town of Charlestown in support of BILL 2025-H5957. 

 OPEN FORUM 
Comments are not limited to items on this agenda. However, items not on this agenda will only be heard and not 
acted upon by the Town Council. Note: Section 42-46-6 of the Open Meetings Act and Department of the Attorney 
General Advisory Opinions relevant to this item on any public body meeting agenda specifically prohibit the Town 
Council from discussing, considering, or acting on any topic, statement, or question presented. The Town Council 
may, if warranted, refer such matters to an appropriate committee, to another body or official, or post the matter for 
consideration at a properly-noticed, future meeting. 

 Continued (If necessary)  

 ADJOURNMENT 
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary of State’s 
website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Philomenian Library. Notice is also posted at the 
Jamestown Police Station and on the Internet at www.jamestownri.gov.   

ALL NOTE: If communications assistance is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal 
participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 
401-423-7230, or email to rfagan@jamestownri.net not less than three (3) business days prior to the 
meeting.         Posted on the RI Secretary of State website on April 4, 2025. 
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Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown will conduct a public hearing on 
April 7, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Town of Jamestown’s Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, R.I. 
on the following proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinances regarding Chapter 82 – Zoning Ordi-
nance, Section 82-601 - VI.E.(5) and Section 82-104.1.  An opportunity shall be given to all persons inter-
ested to be heard upon the matter at the public hearing.  �e following proposed ordinance amendment is 
under consideration and may be adopted and/or altered or amended prior to the close of the public hearing 
without further advertising, as a result of further study or because of the views expressed at the public hear-
ing.  Any alteration or amendment must be presented for comment in the course of the public hearing.  �e 
proposed amendment is available for review at the Town Clerk’s O�ce between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Holidays and at www.Jamestownri.gov.

Section 1. Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown that the Jamestown 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 82, Zoning Ordinance, Section 82-601 - VI.E.(5) and Section 82-104.1 as 
the same may have been heretofore amended is hereby amended by changing the text of the Chapter.  

See Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2. �e Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to Chapter 82 of 
the Town of Jamestown’s Code of Ordinances.

Section 3. �is Ordinance shall take e�ect upon its passage.

Proposed Amendment to Zoning Ordinance
Article 1

Section 82-104.1 General De�nitions

Amusement Arcade: An Amusement Arcade, also known as a video arcade, amusements, arcade, or penny 
arcade, is a venue where people play arcade games, including arcade video games, pinball machines, elec-
tro-mechanical games, redemption games, merchandisers (such as claw cranes), or coin-operated billiards 
or air hockey tables.

For the purpose of this ordinance, Amusement Arcade shall strictly prohibit gambling of all kinds includ-
ing but not limited to slot machines, video poker and/or other video gambling games.

Article 6

Section 82-601. Uses and districts

Table 6-1

Section VI E (5): Amusement or video arcades- in the CD and CL zones change from “N” to “Y”

NOTE: the use table already explicitly prohibits gambling in Section VI E (3)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHAPTER 82 – ZONING ORDINANCE
JAMESTOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES 
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Town of Jamestown, RI 

Jo\~~/?~ 
January 2020 

APPLICATION FOR ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (TEXT) 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Applicant Name: ~-t« ht\ l l C... 

Name of Primary Contact (if applicant is an organization): ~e,sy,u-, r.,,.Qni:d )bro , fSo., 

Applicant Address: / Da Ce>/t? 5f . ::s:;Mdt':$f:.owh1 72~ Cd~ 3~ . 
Applicant Phone: 1/,J':::QYoo Applicant Email: Q. )11 ('~:k,\h.s!) Q ~~~~"-1/~t:Cc'W\ 

Name of Person Authorized to Act as the Applicant's Representative: C..,\,,i(.J S:\-l:9111, L,a('btA-'o)A...o, 6 ~ 

ITEMS TO BE SUBMITTED BY THE APPLICANT 

1. Filing Fee: $600; or $900 if concurrent zoning amendment is filed (make check payable 
to the Town of Jamestown). 

2. Two (2) copies of a narrative summary of the intent of the proposed Zoning Ordinance 
text amendment 

3 . Two (2) copies of a draft of proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment 

COSTS TO BE BOURNE BY THE APPLICANT 

1. Filing Fee of $600 

2. Cost of Newspaper Advertisement for Required Public Hearing. The applicant will be 

billed by the Town Clerk after newspaper advertisements appear. The approximate costs 

of advertising will be estimated by the Town Clerk if requested by the applicant. 

CERTIFICATION 

The applicant understands that the required filing fee will be deposited upon receipt in order to 
initiate review of the application for completeness and that deposit of the fee does not indicate 
that the application has been certified complete. 

The applicant and/or their representative agrees to attend scheduled meetings of the Town 
Council, Planning Board, and any other Boards or Commissions as may be required, and provide 
all requested information. The applicant and/or their representative accepts the responsibility 
for rescheduling any meetings she/he fails to attend. Failure to obtain the necessary 
recommendations may result in the continuance or re-advertisement of the public hearing at the 

~~ ,jqb~"' 
A'~ ;~t ~ ~ 4///~e,,-,,,r. I / 

Application for Zoning Ordinance Amendment (Text) 
Town of Jamestown 
Page 1 of 2 
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Jamestown Planning Commission 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Honorable Town Council 
Nancy Beye, President 

FROM: Duncan Pendlebury, Vice Chair, Planning Commission 
RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment related to Amusement or 

Video Arcade 
DATE: February 6, 2025 

On Wednesday, February 5, 2025 the Town of Jamestown Planning Commission held a 
public meeting to consider proposed amendments to the Town of Jamestown Zoning 
Ordinance related "Amusement or Video Arcade" ("Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment"). During the public meeting the Planning Commission heard from Town 
Planner, Lisa Bryer, and Town Solicitor, David Petrarca, and reviewed materials 
provided by the applicant and Town Planner, and provided an opportunity for members 
of the public to provide input. The following public comments were received: 

• Michael Swistak, resident (recused as Chair of Planning Commission): (see 
comments in attached minutes): 

After due consideration of this matter, the Planning Commission made the following 
vote: That the Planning Commission send the memorandum dated January 29, 2025 
(updated date February 6, 2025), as amended at the February 5, 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting, to the TC regarding the zoning ordinance amendment related to 
amusement arcades to recommend Amusement or Video Arcades as an accepted use in 
the use table, by Special Use Permit (S) for the CD District only, including the 
recommendations in the memorandum (as amended). Seconded by Commissioner 
Cochran. 
Harrison - aye 
Pendlebury - aye 
Prestigiacomo - aye 

Cochran - aye 
Pfeiffer - aye 
Insana - aye 

The recommended conditions are below. 

The following recommendations were made as follows: 
I) Regarding amendment request of Jamestown Zoning Ordinance Use Table, 

Section 82-601 - VI.E.(5) Amusement or video arcades in the CD and CL zones, 
change from "N" to "Y". 

The Planning Commission recommends the use of Amusement or Video Arcade be 
changed from a no (N) to a special use permit (S) category in Table 6-1 , VI. Commercial, 
Retail, E. Commercial Recreation, 5. Amusement or Video Arcades in the CD zoning 
district only, and not permitted by right as a yes (Y) as requested by the applicant. The 
recommendation for the CL zoning district is to remain as no (N). 
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( 
Memo to Town Council 
February 6, 2025 
Page 2 of 10 

2) Regarding request to amend the definition of Amusement or Video Arcade to 
Amusement Arcade: An Amusement Arcade, also known as a video arcade, 
amusements, arcade, or penny arcade, is a venue where people play arcade 
games, including arcade video games, pinball machines, electro-mechanical 
games, redemption games, merchandisers (such as claw cranes), or coin-operated 
billiard~· or air hockey tables. For the purpose of this ordinance, Amuse men! 
Arcade shall strictly prohibit gambling of all kinds including bu! nor limited to 
slot machines, video poker and/or other video gambling games. 

The Planning Commission recommends keeping the existing definition in the Zoning 
Ordinance with the following change: 
Amusement or Video Arcade. Any place of business where more than five coin 0-J~t!,''O~etl 
pav-per-plav mechanical amusement devices and/or electronic video games are located for 
use by the general public. 

3) The Planning Commission recommends standards be developed if the use is 
changed to a special use permit, as required by state law for all special use 
permits. Such standards should related to: 

a. Hours of operation 
b. Sound buffering from adjacent residential 
c. Lighting 
d. Protection of Narragansett A venue character 
e. Limitations on outdoor activities, ie: everything should occur indoors 
f. Parking conflicts for lot 
g. Ancillary services such as food (submit a plan) 
h. Number of machines 

4) The Planning Commission also recommends forwarding the proposed 
amendment to the Town Council for public hearing and subsequent action. 

In support of the Zoning Ordinance Amendment, the Planning Commission made the 
following findings of fact, and determined the Zoning Ordinance Amendment to be 
consistent with the Town of Jamestown Comprehensive Community Plan and Rhode 
Island Zoning Enabling Act as follows: 

A. FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Local research has found some surrounding communities to require a license for 
"Arcades" and some communities permit the use "by right" in the use table, while 
others do not address this use as follows: 

Bristol and North Kingstown do not address Arcades and the like in their Zoning 
Ordinance and Bristol appears to require a license for similar activities. South Kingstown 
and Newport require a license from the Town Council. Narragansett does not address this 
use. East Greenwich permits this use by right in two of their commercial districts and also 
requires a license. 
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Memo to Town Council 
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2. Jamestown requires a license per Jamestown Code of Ordinance Chapter 6. -
Amusements and Entertainment and Sec. 6-75. - Arcade. Requires license, fee and 
limit of 10 machines; 

3. Jamestown's Zoning Ordinance permits the following uses in the CD and CL 
district: 

Table 6-1 Permitted Uses 
Use District 

CL CD 

I. RESIDENTIAL 

1. Single-family dwelling V V 

2. Conservation Development• N N 

3. Two-family dwelling or duplex V y 

4. Multifamily dwelling s s 
development/structure -See 1200 

s. Community residence V y 

6 . Family day care home y y 

7. Mobile Home/ Manufactured N N 

Home/Trailer Park 
8. Transient Tra lier Park N N 

9. Mixed use+ y y 

10. Accessory Dwell Ing Unit - See 1201 y V 

11. Compact Cottage Development - See y y 

1203 
12. Assisted Living Facilities -See 1218 y y 

II.LODGING 

1. Motel or hotel - See 1214 s s 

2. Bed and breakfast home - See V V 

1202 
111. AGRICULTURAL 

1. Farm, Crops and Nurseries y V 

2. Farm, Livestock N N 

3. Keeping and raising of chicken hens N N 
accessory to permitted use - See 
1207 

4. Aquaculture N N 
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Use 

IV.GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, 
INSTITUTIONAL 

1 School or college - See 1215 

2. Reltglous institution - See 1216 

3. Library, museum, etc. - See 1216 

4 . Cemetery 

s. Hospital or clinic - See 1217 

6. Nursing or Convalescent home-See 
1218 

7. Emergency counseling service - See 
1217 

8. Fire or police station 

9. Government facility (except pena l, 
utility or garage) 

10. Government-owned penal, garage or 
utility facility - See 1219 

11. Halfway house 

12. Charitable or fraternal organization -
See 1220 

13. Recreational ballfields - See 1221 

14. Park and recreation use, including 
skateboard or ice rinks and playgrounds 
together with building~, ancillary to the 
park use, such as bathrooms, 
educational space, and storage. -See 
1222 

15. Crematorium 

V. TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 

l . Off-street parking (accessory) 

2. Off-street parking (commercial) 

3. Seasonal off-site marina parking -
See 1223 

4. Off-site parking (municipal) 

District 
CL CD 

s s 

s s 

s s 

s s 

s s 

s s 

s s 

y y 

s s 

s s 

N N 

s s 

N s 

s s 

N N 

y N 

N N 

y y 

y y 
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Use 

5. Boat and ship storage 
(noncommercial) 

6. Motor freight terminal 

7. Bus passenger shelter 

8. Public and semipublic structure - See 
1224 

9. Power generating station 
!commercial) 

10. Sewage treatment plant (publicly 
owned) 

11. Incinerator, landfill or waste disposal 

facilltv 
12. Radio or TV studios - See 1225 

13. Solid waste transfer station 

14. Nuclear power facility 

15. Satellite dish - See 1226 

16. Wind energy facility - See 1205 

17. Heliport/Helistop++ 

18. Accessory Solar Energy System - See 
1204 

19. Major Solar Energy System - See 1204 

20. Communications Towers - See 1206 

VI. COMMERCIAL, RETAIL 

A. Heavy equipment 

1. Lumber and building materials 

2. Heating, plumbing, electrical or 
hardware 

3. Heavy equipment sales or rentals 

8. Food 

1. Grocery, bakery, dairy, fruit and 
vegetable, meat and fish, etc. 

2. Sale of produce raised on premise - See 

1227 
3. Packaged liquor stores 

C. Eating and drinking places 

1. lunchroom or restaurant (no alcoholic 
beverages) - See 1228 

District 
CL CD 

y y 

N N 

y y 

y y 

N N 

N N 

N N 

s y 

N N 

N N 

s s 

S/A S/A 

N N 

A A 

N N 

N N 

y y 

y y 

N N 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 
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Use 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

D. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7, 

8. 

E. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Tavern, bar or nightclub (alcoholic 
beverages) - See 1229 

Lunchroom or restaurant (alcoholic 
beverages) 

Drive-in restaurant (no alcoholic 
beverages) 

Motor vehicles 

Motor vehicle dealers, including repairs 
conducted In a building - See 1230 

Tire, battery and accessories sales 

Fuel service station - see 1211 

Auto body or pa int shop- See 1230 

General auto repair - See 1230 

Vehicle rental agency- See 1230 

Moped, motorized bicycles, rental 

Personal watercraft, rental 

Commercial reaeatlon 

Commercial recreation facilities - See 
1231 

Theater or concert hall - See 1232 

Casino gambling, gaming, wagering or 
any gaming of any type 

Adult businesses 

Amusement orvideoarcades 

Golf course - See 1233 

Miniature golf, driving ranges, pitch 
and outt, etc. 

Tent or recreational vehicle camps -
See 1234 

Riding academies - See 1235 

Roller, ice skating or skateboard rink 

Amusement parks 

Drive-in theater 

Marina - See 1236 

Boat and ship storage, and repair-
See 1236 

District 
CL CD 

N s 

y y 

N N 

s N 

y y 

s s 

s N 

s s 

s s 

N N 

N N 

s s 

s s 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N IN 

N IN 

IN IN 

N N 

IN IN 

N IN 

s s 

s s 
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Use 

15. Yacht clubs and beach clubs - See 
1236 

16. Beach cabanas and bath {no alcoholic 
beverages) 

F. Miscellaneous retail 

1. Retail, general 

2. Furniture, floor covering and 
furnishings 

3. Radio, TV, records and tapes 

4. Fuel oil, bottled gas, etc., including 
storage - See 1209 

s. Marine supplies, bait and accessories 

6. Gift, souvenir and tobacco shops 

7. Sale of horticultural and agricultural 
products raised on premises 

8. Marijuana growing, processing, 
cultivating, testing, and sales, 
including but not limited to: 
marijuana compassion center; 
licensed marijuana cultivator; 
marijuana processing and testing; 
marijuana wholesale and retail sales; 
(Excludes state medical marijuana 
program for Individual qualified 
patient cardholder, primary 
caregiver, and licensed medical 
marijuana cooperative); and 
Cannabis establishments.+++ 

VII. COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

A. Professional office 

1. General commercial office or bank 

2, Temporary real estate office or model 
home • See 1237 

3. Home occupation -See 1210 

s. Day care center 

8 . Personal services 

1. Personal Services, General 

2. Caterer 

3. Kennels 

4. Boarding of animals (excluding dogs) 
- See 1238 

District 
Cl CD 

s s 

s s 

y y 

y y 

y y 

A A 

y y 

y y 

N N 

N N 

y y 

s s 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

N N 

N N 
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Use 

5. Pet Grooming 

VIII. INDUSTRIAL, NON• MANUFACTURING -
See 1240 
1. Earth removal 

2. Extractive industries 

3. Welding/sheet metal 

4 . Wholesale business and storage of 

nonhazardous materials in a building 
5. Self-Storage Facilities 

6. Open lot storage of building matenals 
or machinery 

7. Open storage of sand and gravel 

8. Open storage of junk or scrap 
materials 

9 . Open or enclosed storage of 

hazardous materials 
10. Storage or transfer of fishery products 

11. Storage or transfer of fishery 

equipment (fishing industry, limited to 
storage and transfer) - See 1208 

12. Underground storage tanks - See 
1209 

IX. INDUSTRIAL, MANUFACTURING 

1 . Manufacturing industries except 
those specifically regulated herein 

2. Fisheries/marine product 
packing or processing 

3. Petroleum refining and related 
industries 

4 . Ship and boat building Including 
sales - See 1239 

5. Acetylene gas 

6. Ammonia or bleach 

7. Asphalt 

8. Glue 

9. Rubber 

10. Smelter, blast furnace or blooming mill 

11. Pulp mill 

12. Wooden boat building 

District 
CL CD 

s 5 

N N 

N N 

s 5 

s s 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

s s 

y y 

S/A S/A 

N N 

N N 

N N 

s N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

N N 

y N 
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B. CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The Jamestown Planning Commission hereby finds the following evidence in 
support of the establishment of permitting Amusement or Video Arcades. as follows: 

2015 Comprehensive Community Plan 
Recreation Action Plan 
Goal: Provide all residents with safe and accessible passive and active recreational 
opportunities. 

Policy #J: Maintain public participation in community recreational programs at the 
current high rates. 
Policy #2: Improve and expand, where necessary, indoor and outdoor recreational 
facilities 
Policy #4: Expand available passive and active recreation facilities to accommodate the 
growing population on the Island. 

Economic Development Action Plan 
!iw.u: To achieve a diverse local economy which provides job opportunities as well as 
basic goods and services for residents and maintains an affordable tax base. 

Policy #1: Continue to direct commercial development into existing commercial zones. 
Policy #4: Ensure that new or expanded development within the commercial zones is 
compatible with existing character of the community. 

C. CONSISTENCY WITH ZONING 
The Planning Commission finds that the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment 
recognizes and takes into account the following applicable purposes of zoning as stated in 
the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance: 
I) Promote the public health, safety and general we! fare; 
2) Provide for a range of uses and intensities of use appropriate to the character of 
the town and reflecting current and expected future needs; 
3) Provide for orderly growth and development which recognizes: 

a) The goals and patterns of land use contained in the comprehensive plan; 
b) The natural characteristics of the land, including its suitability for particular uses 
based on soil characteristics, topography, and susceptibility to surface or groundwater 
pollution; 
c) 'Hle values and dynamic nature of freshwater ponds, the shoreline and freshwater 
wetlands; 
d) The values of unique or valuable natural resources and features; 
e) The availability and capacity of existing and planned public and/or private 
services and facilities; 
f) The need to shape and balance urban and rural development; 
g) The use of innovative development regulations and techniques; 
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4) Provide for the control, protection, and/or abatement of air, water, groundwater 
and noise pollution, and soil erosion and sedimentation; 
5) Provide for the protection of the natural, historic, cultural , and scenic character of 
the town or areas therein; 
6) Provide for the preservation and promotion of agricultural production, forest, 
silviculture, aquaculture, timber resources and open space; 
7) Provide for the protection of public investment in transportation, water, 
stormwater management systems, sewage treatment and public facilities, open space, and 
other public requirements; 
8) Promote a balance of housing choices, for all income levels and groups, to ensure 
the health, safety and welfare of all citizens and their rights to affordable, accessible, safe 
and sanitary housing; 
9) Provide opportunities for the establishment of low- and moderate-income 
housing; 
I 0) Promote safety from fire, flood, and other natural or manmade disasters ; 
11) Promote a high level of quality in design in the development of private and public 
facilities; 
12) Promote implementation of the comprehensive plan; 
13) Provide for coordination of land uses with contiguous municipalities, other 
municipalities, the state and other agencies, as appropriate, especially with regard to 
resources and facilities that extend beyond municipal boundaries or have a direct impact 
on that municipality; 
14) Provide for efficient review of development proposals, to clarify and expedite the 
zoning approval process and provide for the procedures for the administration of the 
ordinance [this chapter], including, but not limited to, Variances, Special Use Permits 
and, where adopted, procedures for Modifications. 

Attachments: 
I) Planning Commission draft minutes, February 5, 2025 
2) Applicant handout/presentation - February 5, 2025 Planning Commission meeting 

C: Jamestown Planning Commission 
Christian Infantolino, Esq. 
Edward Mello, Town Administrator 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
P.O. Box 377 

93 Narragaosett Ave. 
JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 02835 

Approved as amended Planning Office (401) 423-7210 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 5, 2025 

6:30PM 
Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 6 :30pm. The following members were present: 
Michael Swistak - Chair Duncan Pendlebury 
Diane Harrison Bernie Pfeiffer 
Mick Cochran Nick Insana 
Dana Prestigiacomo 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP, "I own Planner 
David Petrarca, Esq., Ruggiero, Brochu & Petrarca 
Christian Attorney Infantolino, Esq. 

II. Citizen's Non-Agenda Item 
None 

III. Correspondence 

1. TRC Minutes and Approval Letter - 121 Walcott Avenue 

Correspondence was recognized as received. 

IV. New Business 
1. 14 Narragansett Avenue (formerly Curiosity and Co.), Plat 8 Lot 168, owner 1601 

Mineral Spring Avenue, LLC. Development Plan Review for restaurant second floor 
shed dormer and 562 square foot outdoor awning to cover restaurant seating, 
Located within the Village Special Development District, Zoning Ordinance 82-
1100. Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote 

Christian Attorney Infantolino, Esq. Requested a continuance to the next Planning Com.mission 
Meeting on March 19 at 6:30. Motion by Commissioner Cochran second by Commissioner 
Pfeiffer. All in favor 

Chair Michael Swistak recused from the next application. 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 23 of 243

Planning Commission Minutes 
February 5, 2025 
Page 2 of8 

2. Application by Regnum LLC for Town of Jamestown Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment proposal related to ''Amusement or Video Arcade". Recommendation 
to Town Council. Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote 

Christian Attorney Infantolino, Esq. represented the applicant Bill Munger. He handed out a 
presentation which is on the screen as well ( attached). 

They are requesting a Zoning Ordinance amendment including a change to the definition change 
and a change to the use table related to Amusement or Video Arcade. Part of the request is a 
change to the definition of Video Arcade to Amusement Arcade. Attorney Infantolino is not 
locked into the definition provided and is willing to discuss changes suggested by the Planning 
Commission. The applicant is interested in bringing Ryan Family Amusement in Newport to 
Jamestown. He recognized that the application did not provide a particular lot where this wac; 
going to occur because be did not want to create a spot zoning situation so did not ask for a 
specific lot. 

The request for the zone change is because his client owns the lot at 20 Narragansett A venue, 
and it is .414 acres (18,034 square feet) and is located in Commercial Downtown (CD) district. 
Currently the front of the building is Conanicut Gift Shop. Previously the rear of the property 
was a parts store for the marine operations. This is the perfect location for this venture. There are 
24 parking spots currently. 

The proposed entrance to the building is in the rear, on Knowles Court. 

The applicant wants to bring "Ryan's Arcades" from Newport into Jamestown. They are a family 
owned business for 6 decades. Currently have IO locations in 3 states. They offer amusements, 
party and event space. Attorney Infantolino explained why an amusement arcade would be good 
for Jamestown. He feels it would be good wholesome family fun for Jamestown. This would 
create an indoor, family friendly venue for locals and visitors of all ages. It will provide space for 
birthday parties and social events, snack bar, soft drinks, redemption tickets. This is not 
gambling of any kind. 1bat is already prohibited in our ordinance. 

Applicant Bill Munger is here tonight as well. 

Commissioner Pendlebury explained that this application is not for this specific site, this is a 
blanket request to amend the zoning ordinance that will allow this use, requested by-right in both 
the CL and CD zoning districts. Attorney Infantolino agreed but wanted the Commission to 
know that this is the site they are proposing. Commissioner Pendlebury said he understands, but 
this is not before the Planning Commission tonight. Attorney Infantolino agreed. Commissioner 
Pendlebury asked that the we just deal with the application tonight. 

Commissioner Pfeiffer asked about the food service planned for this type of establishment. 
Attorney Infantolino explained it would be prepackaged food and soft drinks from a snack bar. 

Commissioner Cochran addressed the proposed definition and thought it was too specific. He 
does not think gambling needs to be addressed since we already prohibit that in our use table. We 
do not need to address all the potential game types since we do not know what the next type is 
going to be. 
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Commissioner Pendlebury noted that wc just revised the zoning and spent months working on 
the use table, those were public meetings and we had public workshops. No one came forward 
during the events and said we need an amusement arcade. And in the recent Comprehensive Plan 
workshop and community survey, everyone was satisfied with the recreational programs in the 
town. He does not feel it is the right time, without public input, to start revising the use table 
again because the public has seen all of the uses, commented on them and this use has not been 
brought up. It should have been presented when we were most recently revising the ordinance. 
The most recent changes that were brought forward, such as marijuana, helicopter landing pads 
and pet grooming had a lot of public discussion and raised a lot of issues. At that time, a lot of 
opinions came forward from the public to the Planning Commission. This is something that 
should be addressed more extensively. 

Attorney Infantolino said the z.oning ordinance will continue to be revised. His client did not 
know about tJtis proposal until recently, so they did not come forth before this. They have the 
proposal now from Ryans and so they are before you now. 

Commissioner Pendlebury noted that a huge number of man hours go into revising the zoning 
ordinance and people have said through al] the processes of zoning and comprehensive plan that 
they want shops, services, restaurants, storefronts on Narragansett. That has always been the 
thought. 

Attorney Infantolino noted that this use will help the other businesses succeed. 

Discussion on what the process would be if an application came forward after this is approved. 
Attorney Infantolino said that if it is a permitted use, and they meet all the standards like parking, 
no further permitting would be needed. They asked Bryer if it is an application would it require 
Planning Commission review? It would most likely be considered "new use" and require 
development plan review. 

Commissioner Pendlebury noted that the Planning Commission has a Memo from the Planner 
and a Draft Motion to look through which addresses consistency with Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning. 

Commissioner Prestigiacomo said this request is a major deviation from the current uses. It 
needs a lot of public comment and she does not know how that will happen. The Planner 
clarified that your recommendation will go to the Town Council for public hearing and action. 

Commissioner Cochran addressed the proposed definition again and noted that the surrounding 
towns that allow this have a permitting and licensing structure. We would have to come up with 
some kind of structure for this. 

Commissioner Insana stated that there is a license in Jamestown for Video Arcades and machines 
in the code of ordinances. It was noted that it is not permitted in our use table but arcade 
machines have been permitted. The former uses were a few in an existing establishment. 

Commissioner Harrison asked if you have a location similar to Jamestown that has a Ryans. 
Attorney Infantolino referenced Oak Bluffs, MA and North Conway NH. Both are larger than 
Jamestown. 

Pendlebury confirmed with Solicitor Petrarca that once the Planning Commission sends their 
recommendation, the Town Council will advertise for a public hearing. 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 25 of 243

Planning Commission Minutes 
February 5, 2025 
Page 4 of 8 

Commissioner Cochran was concerned that if an amusement is permitted, alcohol could be 
permitted by special use permit. This should be prohibited in his opinion. Many of these types of 
businesses make money off of alcohol. Attorney Infantolino stated that Ryan's in Newport does 
not have alcohol. Commissioner Cochran feels that h has been prohibited for a long time and he 
does not have a problem with the kids playing games, they gather at the rec center now, and they 
have supervised games. He questioned whether supervision should be part of the definition or 
standards. 

Harrison, feels that kids need other options besides video games. 

Pendlebury, question before the Planning Commission, do we feel this application should be 
recommended to the Town Council as a yes or no; should the town have this type of 
establishment. If we say yes, it should not be on the main street or not advertised on main street. 
This use does not seem like it is in character with Jamestown. It is a public matter and he felt that 
it should have been brought up during all the public forums we just had. There is no public input 
in this forum. 

Pendlebury discussed the Memorandum from the Planner. He does not feel he has enough 
information from public perspective to make a recommendation to the Town Council. And all of 
the elements do not add up for supporting. 

Discussion ensued on options for more public input at the Planning Commission level. Attorney 
Infantolino argued that that is not the process. The public hearing is at the Town Council. 

Discussion on constancy with Comprehensive Plan ensued and whether it was in character with 
Jamestown. 

Cochran feels he understands this type of business in commercial downtown district but not in 
Commercial Limited District. He may agree with part of the proposal but not other parts of the 
proposal. Can we recommend only CD district? He is not in agreement with the way it is 
presented. 

Pfeiffer feels it needs more public input. Harrison agreed. He has misgivings but maybe scaled 
down, it may be appropriate. 

Commissioner Prestigiacomo, suggested that we don't recommend, but get public opinion, and 
then make a recommendation. 

Attorney Infantolino suggested that if the Planning Commission wants to have its own public 
process, they could make a recommendation for that. He does not want a negative 
recommendation just to have more public opinion. 

Commissioner Prestigiacomo wants to hear from the public first. 

Harrison, Oak Bluffs is a much bigger town, and it is not similar to Jamestown. We have such a 
small business district. They have a carousel, many bars and restaurants. It is a bustling town and 
I am not sure we are similar. 

Commissioner Pendlebury asked Bryer what the Planning Commissions responsibility is. She 
read from her draft Mernorandwn to the Town Council. 

Timeframe discussed. The applicant can grant to an extension if they agree. Commissioner 
Pendlebury, asked if they would be responsible to the Town Council ifwe cannot approve this 
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up or down yet, because we do not have enough public input. Bryer suggested looking at the 
Comprehensive Plan sections that address tltis and the Memorandum. 

Commissioner Pendle bury asked who would be in favor of forwarding this to the Town Council 
stating we do not have enough public input. Commissioner Cochran suggested we pass it to the 
Town Council with a positive recommendation. The timeframe was discussed. Commissioner 
Pendlebury asked for a poll from the Commissioners on who is in favor and who is not: 

-positive recommendation: Insana, Cochran 

-negative recommendation: Pendlebury, Harrison, Pfeiffer, Prestigjacomo 

Attorney Infantolino asked for a recess to discuss with his client. He returned and stated they 
would grant an extension and now requests a special meeting between February 19 and March 
19. He asked for a time extension so the planning commission could get public input. Bryer 
asked about what kind of information the Planning Commission is looking for. What does that 
forum look like? Public input other than a meeting is a large undertaking that takes time. She 
stated that there is not enough time to plan for such an event. 

Discussion ensued about the special public meeting. 

Bryer noted that a you have findings based on your discussion. One of those findings is you do 
not have enough information, there may be one related to village character, or our commercial 
districts are long and narrow and residential use is behind each lot, we just reviewed the zoning 
ordinance and had a lot of public input without any mention of arcades. This is a procedural step 
that has to occur. A non-recommendation is still a recommendation. It is not binding on the 
Town Council. The only requirement is that this step has occurred. The Town Council also has 
its own time frame. Solicitor Petrarca stated that state law dictates this process. It can still go 
forward and if no extension is granted, it still goes forward . If there is no recommendation, it still 
goes forward . Your recommendation is not binding, it is just a recommendation. Any extension 
for Planning also affects the timefrarne for the Town Council. 

More discussion ensued on additional public input and what that looks like. Pfeiffer stated that 
an ad in the paper would be essential. 

ls there anyone in the audience who would like to speak on this issue? 

Mike Swistak, 143 Narragansett Avenue. He noted he has a conflict. What does the public input 
look like? What is the forum? People who show up are those who are against. Sometimes we get 
excitement on both ends with no conclusion. The Town Council is the body that has the 
responsibility to take the public input and make the decision. We have looked at the use table 
twice recently and we chose not to make any changes to this category. Why didn't we consider it 
more deeply; maybe because he could not envision that it could happen here. True public input 
takes work and we have a deadline. Back to the comment about, we want shops and restaurants; 
our shops are disappearing and it is all of our fault, we buy stuff on line and it is causing shops to 
disappear. So, repurposing those spaces is important. We all have an economic development 
responsibility to keep those spaces full with reasonable occupancies. If you want to put more 
control of what happens, we have the special use permit option. 
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Commissioner Harrison stated that she would not want this to be on the main street. She does not 
mind it on the back of the shop. If it is a yes, then it can go anywhere. She does not like the look 
of it as presented. Pfeiffer agreed that if it is a yes, we have no control. 

Commissioner Pendlebury, we could limit the size in definition or standards. He also agrees with 
Swistak's public comments that it is hard to get public comment in a meaningful way. then the 
issue becomes a circle if we send it off as a neutral recommendation and they send it back for 
public comment. We are not trying to take the Town Councils responsibility away by having 
public comment. They will hold the public hearing. 

Commissioner Prestigiacomo, when can we start putting some guidelines towards this topic? 

Bryer noted the only way to provide standards is to put them in the ordinance. This could be part 
of your recommendation. 

Solicitor Petrarca, discussed the options ofN, Y, Sin the use table and here are our general 
thoughts about parameters, specific and objective criteria, legally. This would be a conditional 
recommendation. Town Council will give their weight to your recommendation. This does not 
mean the applicant changes their proposal. The applicant can also change their proposal prior to 
the public hearing process at the Town Council. 

Commissioner Pendlebury confirmed that the Planning Com.mission can make recommendations 
for changes to the proposal. Yes, noted Petrarca. Public Hearing process allows for live 
amendment. 

Pendlebury asked Attorney Infantolino ifhe is ok with passing this to TC with conditions that the 
use be in only CD and use needs to be further defined with standards? 

Attorney Infantolino, his question is when the use should be further defined? The use is 
amusement arcade. So, you would like some standards applied to the use? He is OK with special 
use pennit would allowing for that. The Commission agreed. 

Swistak, if it is an S then there has to be standards. 

Agreed by Solicitor Petrarca, specific and objective standards need to be adopted if you 
recommend S. You can still have standards without a special use permit required. If you say 
nothing to the Town Council about standards, then the use is permitted by right, period. 

Discussion about definition and keeping it as is. The Planning Commission is more comfortable 
with the existing definition with the change of "pay per play". 

Commissioner Pendlebury addressed the Planners Draft Memo to the Town Council. Number 
one addresses which district. The Planning Commission only wants to recommend the CD 
district. The Planning Commission agreed that they would like to recommend a special use 
permit (an Sin the use table). The standards were discussed. Some things are already addressed 
in zoning such as parking and signage. 

Solicitor Petrarca suggested and discussion ensued about what conditions or recommendations 
could look like, they need to be specific and objective criteria otherwise if none are provided it is 
deemed to he allowed by right with no criteria. You could look at hours of operation, lighting, 
parking. visibility from main street, size of establishment, number of games, signage, limited to 
indoor activities, buffering from residential areas, Narragansett Avenue character, impact to 
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adjacent residential areas, security, required food plan or other ancillary uses addressing uses that 
are acceptable or not acceptable such as liquor, food, supervision of anyone under the age of x. 
Tf you have not had a chance to provide specific recommendations to TC then provide basic 
concerns and/or categories of concern. 

Commissioner Pendlebury should amend the draft Motion that the Town Council should address 
criteria as noted above. 

Add the uses in the commercial recreational category in the use table. None are listed in the use 
table by right. Bryer suggested that now that you are recommending a special use permit, you 
could list both uses allowed by right and those by special use permit. 

Review of the motion, cross out deny. Cross out CL zone. Change Y to S. Paragraph 2, disregard 
proposed definition and amending existing definition as discussed "pay per play". Add number 
3, TC should consider the following standards hours of use, sound buffering from residential, 
lighting, Narragansett Avenue character, limitations on outdoor activities, everything should 
occur indoors, parking conflicts for lot, submit a plan for ancillary services such as food, nwnber 
of machines. 

Discussion of Findings of Fact. 

Motion by Commissioner Pendlebury: 

~ove that we send the memorandum to the TC dated January 29, 2025 regarding the zoning 
ordinance amendment related to amusement arcades as an accepted use in the use table for the 
CD District including the memorandwn as corrected. seconded by Commissioner Cochran. 

Harrison - aye Cochran - aye 
Pendle bury - aye Pfeiffer - aye 
Prestigiacomo - aye Insana - aye 

Swistak returned to the Commission. 

V. Old Business 
1. Comprehensive Community Plan Update & Re-write 2024/2025 - Review, Discussion, 

and/or Action and/or Vote 

Our consultant will be at the next meeting and we will see revised Land Use element and 
Economic Development element and see the Sustainability and Resiliency element for the first 
time for review. 

VI. Reports - Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote 
1. Planner's Report 

a. Future meetings - topics and applications 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments-approved by Town Council on February 3, 2025. 

VII. Approval of Minutes - Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote 
l . January 15, 2025 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 29 of 243

Planning Commission Minutes 
February 5, 2025 
Page 8 of8 

Motion to accept as written by Commissioner Cochran, seconded by Commissioner Pfeiffer. 

All in favor. 

VITI. Adjournment 
Motion by Commissioner Pfeiffer, seconded by Commissioner Cochran. 
All in favor. 

Attest: 
Lisa Bryer 
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ABout Ryan’s Family Amusements

- In the Family Entertainment Business for 
more than 6 decades 

- 10 Locations across 3 states 
- Rhode Island 
- Massachusetts 
- New Hampshire 

- Several locations are in towns similar to 
Jamestown

- Ryan’s Offers Family Friendly arcade 
games, birthday parties, event space, and a 
community driven team of professionals

2
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Hanover Crossing Testimonial 
To Whom It May Concern, 

I am the General manager of Hanover Crossing in Hanover MA.  Hanover Crossing is 
a major re-development of the former Hanover Mall.  The goals for Hanover Crossing 
were to build a vibrant mixed-use, open-air lifestyle shopping center including a 
residential element focused on great retail choices with a focus on entertainment, 
supermarkets, dining and retail options.  Ryan’s Family Amusement lease was 
completed in April 2019.  Ryan’s has been and continues to be a strong component of 
Hanover Crossing.  Under the guidance of the current owners and management, 
Ryan’s has brought great family entertainment value to the property.  PREP is very 
pleased with the impact this tenant has made on the entire property.  They drive traffic 
which benefits the entire property’s retail and dining.  From an operational standpoint 
the tenant does an outstanding job maintaining their premises and surrounding shared 
facilities and are committed to running a safe and well kept facility. 

If you are considering a Ryan’s operation in your community, they are an A1 operator 
and would be an asset to any community and enjoyed by the residents.
Sincerely, 

Ed Callahan 
General Manager 
Hanover Crossing

3
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Why Family amusements in Jamestown?

For the Community: 

- Accessible entertainment options for families, creating an indoor, year-round family-friendly 
space for locals and visitors of all ages

- Creating a space for local children and businesses to have birthday celebrations and outings 
- A Family Entertainment Center can attract younger crowds adding diversity to the Jamestown 

Community 

For the Jamestown Village Businesses: 

- Increases foot traffic on Narragansett Avenue which will lead to increased traffic in our local 
retail stores, and restaurants 

- Retail is a fading industry – more than 33% of Americans now shop online
- Keep Family Owned and Operated Businesses in Jamestown 

By blending fun with functionality, a Family Entertainment Center in Jamestown Village enhances the overall 
experience for other Business Owners, Local Residents, and visitors creating a lively sought after environment.4
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Ryan’s in Jamestown 
To provide a sunshine effect to other businesses in the village! 

WILL INCLUDE:

✔ A Family Friendly Event Space
✔ Year Round Birthday Party & Event Space 
✔ Snack Bar with soft drinks & pre-packaged 

snacks & pizza from outside vendor 
✔ Redemption Ticket Games
✔ Air Hockey 
✔ Video Games
✔ Claw Machines 

WILL NOT INCLUDE:

✖ Gambling 

5
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Family fun for all ages

 Arcade games promote: 
 Skill development 

Many arcade games require quick reflexes, strategic thinking, and fine motor skills, which 
can help improve cognitive abilities 

 Social interaction
Playing arcade games with friends or family encourages teamwork, competition and 
social engagement

 Positive competition
Friendly competition in arcade games can motive kids and boost their self-esteem. 

 Less Screen time
Arcades offer a fun, interactive, and social experience, encouraging people of all ages to 
step away from their mobile devices and engage in real-world entertainment

6
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Space at 20 Narragansett Avenue

- 24 Private CMS Spots at 20 Narragansett 
Avenue

Amusement 
Area

Conanicut Gift 
Shop (remain 
in current 
location)

20 Narragansett Ave

Knowles Court

Private Parking Area 
(24 Spots)

Access via Knowles 
Court

C
M

S 
O

ffi
ce

warehouse

7
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Thank you!

8
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From: Ronald Izzo
To: Roberta Fagan
Subject: Arcade
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 1:00:14 PM

Dear Roberta Fagan,
As a owner of a condo in the Bay View property and a frequent customer of Beech, Narragansett Cafe, JBs and
Sienna once it opens, I am against this proposal of opening an Arcade in the area.
This business will not be a great fit in this community.
Sincerely,
Ronald Izzo
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and determine the
content is safe.

From: Ralph Klingbeil
To: Roberta Fagan
Cc: Delia Klingbeil
Subject: Comment for April 7th public hearing
Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 4:03:38 PM

March 25, 2025

Town Clerk Roberta Fagan
Jamestown Town Hall
93 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835

Dear Ms. Fagan,

We are writing to express our strong opposition to amending the zoning ordinance to permit
amusement arcades in Jamestown's commercial district. 

We live near the corner of Knowles Court and Conanicus Avenue - on the Knowles Court side
of Bay View Condominiums - and have been property owners in Jamestown for almost 30
years. The proposed arcade would have an adverse effect on us, our neighbors, and many
others in the town. A few examples of these adverse effects are listed here:

1.   An arcade does not fit in with the pleasant and gentle atmosphere that exists in Jamestown
and its business district. The added noise and hanging about, due to an arcade, is
undesirable and unwanted, especially to those who live in or nearby the business district.  

2.  Traffic on Knowles Court is already heavy, due to drivers trying to avoid the narrowness
and hazards of Narragansett Avenue, and often carelessly moves well above the speed limit.
Parked cars also restrict the safe flow of traffic. Adding more traffic and parked cars, because
of an arcade, will only exacerbate these problems on Knowles Court.

3.  There is evidence that "video gaming problems appear to be a gateway behavior to
problematic gambling behavior." [H. Molde et al, Are Video Games a Gateway to Gambling?,
Journal of Gambling Studies, Volume 35, Pages 545-557, Year 2018.] We care about our
children and our adult neighbors and want them to experience less and not more addictive and
dangerous behavior. We certainly do not want our town to contribute to such antisocial
behavior.

We regret that we cannot express our opposition in person at the public hearing, due to us
being out of the country during most of April, but we thank the town council for considering
our opposing viewpoint. We hope that the proposed ordinance change will be denied. 

Sincerely,

Ralph and Delia Klingbeil
53 Conanicus Avenue
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Apartment 1H
Jamestown, RI 02835
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From: Leisa hill
To: Roberta Fagan
Subject: April 7th Zoning Amendment
Date: Monday, March 24, 2025 3:27:51 PM

Dear Zoning Board,

While we understand the public hearing is to change the amendment to add “ amusement arcade” to the general
definitions section 82-104.1.  We as citizens of Jamestown are deeply against this change. It potentially could
dramatically change the fabric of our community if an arcade is approved.

Furthermore, the proposed location is abutted by a residential area, with significant concerns:
1) Parking/ Travel on Knowles court, is presently a safety problem, as witnessed during major events- emergency
vehicles are unable to travel the street
2) Noise Pollution ( too close to residential neighborhood)
3) Light Pollution ( too close to residential). 

One needs to walk by the bright multicolored façade of Ryan’s Amusement in Newport to be bombarded with
unpleasant lights and sound!

For these reasons, we are strongly against allowing a change the Zoning Ordinance that could potentially impact our
bucolic Jamestown neighborhood !

Respectfully submitted,

Mike and Leisa Hill
29 Hawthorne Rd ( backyard abuts Knowles Court)

Sent from my iPhone
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No. 2025-11 

“A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 5032 
RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES – RETAIL LICENSES”  

WHEREAS,  SECTION 1. Section 3-7-16.3 of the General Laws in Chapter 3-7 entitled "Retail 
2 Licenses" regarding 3 3-7-16.3. Class T legitimate theater license permits the 
issuance of said liquor licenses; and  

WHEREAS, Legitimate theaters as defined in subsection (b) or subsection (c) may apply for a 
Class T liquor license; and 

WHEREAS, “Legitimate theaters,” for the purposes of this section, includes nonprofit, cultural 
organizations and for-profit historic theaters and are currently permitted by statute 
in the City of Newport and the Town of Burrillville; and  

WHEREAS House Bill 5032, seeks to amend SECTION 1. Section 3-7-16.3 of the General 
Laws in Chapter 3-7 entitled "Retail 2 Licenses" Class T legitimate theater license 
to allow the issuance of a Class T liquor license by the Town of Jamestown; and 

WHEREAS,  The Jamestown Arts Center (JAC), located at 18 Valley Street, Jamestown, is a 
non-profit, multi-disciplinary visual and performing arts space that hosts art 
exhibitions, cultural events, and provides art and design education for all ages. The 
JAC is a leading arts and cultural hub where creativity, ideas, and innovation 
flourish and meet the definition of a “Legitimate theatre”.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown 
supports House Bill 5032 Relating To Alcoholic Beverages – Retail Licenses 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown welcomes any 
proposed retailer Class T license intended to be located at 18 Valley Street and submits this 
Resolution of Support to the members of the General Assembly supporting passage of House 
Bill 5032.   

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council 
 

___________________________________ 
Nancy A. Beye, President 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the official  

Seal of the Town of Jamestown this 7th day of April, 2025. 

Roberta J. Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk 

Town of Jamestown 
Resolution of the Town Council 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

PROCLAMATION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
No. 2025-12 

APRIL – MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD 

WHEREAS: since 1986, the Department of Defense has recognized military children during the month of April. 
Because of their service, commitment, and sacrifice to supporting the Army’s mission, it is 
important to honor and celebrate our military’s youngest heroes; and 

WHEREAS: the month of the Military Child is an opportunity to remember children’s roles in 
strengthening the military family; and 

WHEREAS: living in different states, countries, and continents, military children face unique challenges 
that most youth their age do not experience. They are equipped to adapt to present and future 
changes, such as permanent changes of station, deployments, reintegration, care of their 
wounded warrior parent, or coping with the loss of a fallen parent. Through each new step 
in life, they always remain ready and resilient; and 

WHEREAS: we, the leaders of the Town of Jamestown, along with the Jamestown School Committee, are 
thankful for the positivity and enthusiasm of military children as we keep moving forward. 
We are committed to maintaining excellence in schools, youth services, and childcare to 
ensure that families always receive the best programming, no matter where their next 
adventure takes them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island does hereby proclaim 
that April 2025 is the Month of the Military Child and encourage the residents of our town, to observe the 
month with appropriate ceremonies and activities in Jamestown and at the Jamestown Schools that honor, 
support and thank our military children. 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council, 

        
Nancy A. Beye, President 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the 

Official seal of the Town of Jamestown this 7th day of April, 2025. 
 

________________________________________ 
Roberta J. Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

PROCLAMATION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
No. 2025-13 

JAMESTOWN TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
MAY 4th-10th, 2025 

 

WHEREAS: The Town of Jamestown supports our teachers in their mission to educate the 
children of our community; and 

WHEREAS: Jamestown teachers motivate and encourage our student’s academic, artistic, 
athletic, and social development, providing a rigorous and relevant curriculum that 
prepares them to be lifelong learners, problem solvers, and decision-makers; and 

WHEREAS: Jamestown teachers are committed to high standards of personal performance and 
continually seek to improve their own skills for the benefit of our students; and 

WHEREAS: Jamestown teachers strive daily to provide a healthy, stable learning environment for 
our children; and 

WHEREAS: Jamestown teachers should be accorded high public esteem reflecting the value our 
community places on public education. 

NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island, hereby 
proclaim May 4th through May 10th TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK in Jamestown and urge 
all citizens to pay tribute to our teachers. 

 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council, 

        
Nancy A. Beye, President 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the 

Official seal of the Town of Jamestown this 7th day of April, 2025. 
 

________________________________________ 
Roberta J. Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk 
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Town of Jamestown 
Resolution of the Town Council 

No. 2025-14 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AMENDING THE RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS 
TO ALLOW FINANCIAL TOWN MEETINGS TO APPROVE AN ANNUAL BUDGET 

EXCEEDING THE 4 PERCENT LEVY CAP(AMENDED) 
 
WHEREAS the Rhode Island General Laws currently impose a levy cap of four (4) percent annually 
on the amount a community may increase its property tax levy; and 
 
WHEREAS financial town meetings have long been a method for Rhode Island communities, such 
as the Town of Jamestown, to engage in direct democratic decision-making, providing citizens the 
opportunity to approve their municipality's annual budget; and 
 
WHEREAS some communities, such at times the Town of Jamestown face unique financial 
challenges, such as rising costs of essential services, unforeseen economic downturns, new unfunded 
mandates or just wish to pursue novel and unique programs to improve the local community, that may 
require budgetary flexibility beyond the four (4) percent levy cap; and 
 
WHEREAS the current levy cap limits a community's ability to meet the growing needs of its citizens, 
including the funding of public safety, education, infrastructure, and other critical services; and 
 
WHEREAS allowing the taxpaying electorate at a financial town meeting to approve an annual 
budget that exceeds the four (4) percent levy cap would provide the Town of Jamestown the flexibility 
needed to respond effectively to the needs of the community while maintaining accountability to the 
taxpayers; and 
 
WHEREAS the ability to approve a budget above the levy cap would still require approval through 
the direct, transparent, and accountable process of a financial town meeting, where the Town of 
Jamestown voters have the final say in the decision; and 
 
WHEREAS this amendment would empower the Town of Jamestown to make informed, flexible, 
and timely decisions in the best interest of their residents, ensuring the continuation of vital services 
and the long-term financial health of the municipality. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown urges 
the Rhode Island General Assembly to amend the Rhode Island General Laws, specifically Section 
44-5-2, Maximum levy, to allow the Town of Jamestown as long as it operates under a financial town 
meeting budget system, regardless of the voting method used, to approve an annual budget that 
exceeds the four (4) percent levy cap, provided that such a decision is made through a majority vote 
at a duly called and properly conducted financial town meeting. (See the attached example of 
proposed amendments). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Rhode Island General 
Assembly, the Governor of Rhode Island, and other relevant stakeholders, urging swift consideration 
of this proposed amendment. 
 
Passed as a resolution of the Town of Jamestown, Jamestown Town Council this 7th day of April, 2025. 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council 

___________________________________ 
Nancy A. Beye, President 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the official 
Seal of the Town of Jamestown this 24th day of February 2025. 

___________________________________ 
Roberta Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk  
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Chapter 5 
Levy and Assessment of Local Taxes 

 
§ 44-5-2. Maximum levy. 
 
(a) Through and including its fiscal year 2007, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more 
than five and one-half percent (5.5%) in excess of the amount levied and certified by that city or town 
for the prior year. Through and including its fiscal year 2007, but in no fiscal year thereafter, the 
amount levied by a city or town is deemed to be consistent with the five and one-half percent (5.5%) 
levy growth cap if the tax rate is not more than one hundred and five and one-half percent (105.5%) 
of the prior year’s tax rate and the budget resolution or ordinance, as applicable, specifies that the tax 
rate is not increasing by more than five and one-half percent (5.5%) except as specified in subsection 
(c) of this section. In all years when a revaluation or update is not being implemented, a tax rate is 
deemed to be one hundred five and one-half percent (105.5%) or less of the prior year’s tax rate if the 
tax on a parcel of real property, the value of which is unchanged for purpose of taxation, is no more 
than one hundred five and one-half percent (105.5%) of the prior year’s tax on the same parcel of real 
property. In any year through and including fiscal year 2007 when a revaluation or update is being 
implemented, the tax rate is deemed to be one hundred five and one-half percent (105.5%) of the prior 
year’s tax rate as certified by the division of property valuation and municipal finance in the 
department of revenue.  
 
(b) In its fiscal year 2008, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more than five and one-
quarter percent (5.25%) in excess of the total amount levied and certified by that city or town for its 
fiscal year 2007. In its fiscal year 2009, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more than five 
percent (5%) in excess of the total amount levied and certified by that city or town for its fiscal year 
2008. In its fiscal year 2010, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more than four and three-
quarters percent (4.75%) in excess of the total amount levied and certified by that city or town in its 
fiscal year 2009. In its fiscal year 2011, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more than 
four and one-half percent (4.5%) in excess of the total amount levied and certified by that city or town 
in its fiscal year 2010. In its fiscal year 2012, a city or town may levy a tax in an amount not more 
than four and one-quarter percent (4.25%) in excess of the total amount levied and certified by that 
city or town in its fiscal year 2011. In its fiscal year 2013 and in each fiscal year thereafter, a city or 
town may levy a tax in an amount not more than four percent (4%) in excess of the total amount 
levied and certified by that city or town for its previous fiscal year. For purposes of this levy 
calculation, taxes levied pursuant to chapters 34 and 34.1 of this title shall not be included. For FY 
2018, in the event that a city or town, solely as a result of the exclusion of the motor vehicle tax in 
the new levy calculation, exceeds the property tax cap when compared to FY 2017 after taking into 
account that there was a motor vehicle tax in FY 2017, said city or town shall be permitted to exceed 
the property tax cap for the FY 2018 transition year, but in no event shall it exceed the four percent 
(4%) levy cap growth with the car tax portion included; provided, however, nothing herein shall 
prohibit a city or town from exceeding the property tax cap if otherwise permitted pursuant to 
subsection (d) of this section.  
 
(c) The division of property valuation in the department of revenue shall monitor city and town 
compliance with this levy cap, issue periodic reports to the general assembly on compliance, and 
make recommendations on the continuation or modification of the levy cap on or before December 
31, 1987, December 31, 1990, and December 31, every third year thereafter. The chief elected official 
in each city and town shall provide to the division of property and municipal finance within thirty 
(30) days of final action, in the form required, the adopted tax levy and rate and other pertinent 
information.  
 
(d) The amount levied by a city or town may exceed the percentage increase as specified in subsection 
(a) or (b) of this section if the city or town qualifies under one or more of the following provisions:  
 

(1) The city or town forecasts or experiences a loss in total non-property tax revenues and the 
loss is certified by the department of revenue.  
 
(2) The city or town experiences or anticipates an emergency situation, which causes or will 
cause the levy to exceed the percentage increase as specified in subsection (a) or (b) of this 
section. In the event of an emergency or an anticipated emergency, the city or town shall notify 
the auditor general who shall certify the existence or anticipated existence of the emergency. 
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, an emergency shall be deemed to exist when 
the city or town experiences or anticipates health insurance costs, retirement contributions, or 
utility expenditures that exceed the prior fiscal year’s health insurance costs, retirement 
contributions, or utility expenditures by a percentage greater than three (3) times the 
percentage increase as specified in subsection (a) or (b) of this section.  
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(3) A city or town forecasts or experiences debt services expenditures that exceed the prior 
year’s debt service expenditures by an amount greater than the percentage increase as 
specified in subsection (a) or (b) of this section and that are the result of bonded debt issued 
in a manner consistent with general law or a special act. In the event of the debt service 
increase, the city or town shall notify the department of revenue which shall certify the debt 
service increase above the percentage increase as specified in subsection (a) or (b) of this 
section the prior year’s debt service. No action approving or disapproving exceeding a levy 
cap under the provisions of this section affects the requirement to pay obligations as described 
in subsection (d) of this section.  
 
(4) The city or town experiences substantial growth in its tax base as the result of major new 
construction that necessitates either significant infrastructure or school housing expenditures 
by the city or town or a significant increase in the need for essential municipal services and 
such increase in expenditures or demand for services is certified by the department of revenue.  
 
(5) The city or town uses a financial town meeting to approve an annual budget, regardless of 
the voting method used, and that any proposed levy increase in excess of the percentage 
increase as specified in subsections (a) or (b) is clearly and unambiguously listed in the 
proposed budget submitted to the voters at any such financial town meeting. 

 
(e) Any levy pursuant to subsection (d) of this section in excess of the percentage increase specified 
in subsection (a) or (b) of this section shall be approved by the affirmative vote of at least four-fifths 
(⅘) of the full membership of the governing body of the city or town, or in the case of a city or town 
having a financial town meeting, the majority of the electors present and voting at the town financial 
meeting shall also approve the excess levy.  
 
(f) Nothing contained in this section constrains the payment of present or future obligations as 
prescribed by § 45-12-1, and all taxable property in each city or town is subject to taxation without 
limitation as to rate or amount to pay general obligation bonds or notes of the city or town except as 
otherwise specifically provided by law or charter.  
. 
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                   Edward A. Mello  
                                     Town Administrator 

MEMORANDUM TO:  Honorable Town Council    
FROM: Town Administrator, Edward A. Mello  
DATE:  April 2, 2025 
SUBJECT: Report for Town Council Meeting April 7, 2025 

OPIOID Litigation- Requesting Town Council ratification to amend original litigation and 
remove PBM as a defendant from the case. (consent agenda) 

CDGB Grant Application- Seeking approval to submit an application through Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) in the amount of $500,000 for the repair and renovation of 
the Senior Center located at 6 West Street. 

Seeking approval to submit an application through Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) in the amount of $500,000 for the repair and renovation of additional bathrooms at 
Jamestown Housing Authority located at 45 Pemberton Avenue. 

This is a competitive grant and does not conflict with previous CDBG applications. (new 
business) 

Requires:  
Public notice-Jamestown Press Advertisement-April 17 
15-day public comment period 
Second Public Hearing- May 5 
Application Deadline-May 20 
Grant awards announced-July 1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Jamestown  
Town Administrator 

93 Narragansett Avenue
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835-1199 

401-423-9805      
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FY26 BOND OPTION

PROJECT 1
Senior Center Repair Tax Exempt Yrs.
HVAC Replacement 250,000$           Sr. Center  Upgrade $885,000.00 15
Bathroom Renovations (2) 40,000$              Town Hall Upgrades $535,000.00 15
Interior Plumbing 150,000$           Rec Ctr. Upgrades $650,000.00 15
Interior Framing/drywall 35,000$              Transfer Station $150,000.00 10
Demo-basement floor 20,000$              Fire Dept. $283,000.00 15
Waterproofing 15,000$              DPW Equipment $950,000.00 7
Relace Frame/Floor Basement 75,000$              $3,453,000.00
Demo stage area 20,000$              
Electrical 50,000$              
Lighting 50,000$              
Fire Alarm 50,000$              
Low Voltage 7,500$                
2nd story over utilty 50,000$              
Painting 40,000$              
Flooring 10,000$              
Insulation 20,000$              
Roofing 75,000$              
Audio/Visual 12,500$              
Furniture 25,000$              
Less Available Capital (110,000)$          

BOND TOTAL 885,000$           

PROJECT 3
Town Hall Repair
Roof Replacement 200,000$           
HVAC Replacement 150,000$           
Siding Repair/Replacement 75,000$              
Exterior Painting 65,000$              
Interior Painting 10,000$              
Window Replacement (6) 35,000$              
SUB TOTAL 535,000$           

Rec Center Repair
Siding, doors,winodws 400,000$           
Exterior Painitng 75,000$              
HVAC Upgrade 175,000$           
Storage Solution 35,000$              
Parking Lot 65,000$              
Less Available Capital (100,000)$          
SUB TOTAL 650,000$           
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Transfer Station Building
Demolition 10,000$              
Site Work/Foundation 20,000$              
Construction 75,000$              
Electrical 20,000$              
HVAC 15,000$              
Rental Office 10,000$              
SUB TOTAL 150,000$           

Fire Department
SCBA 300,000$           
Station Repairs 100,000$           
Dispatch Repairs 75,000$              
Less Available Capital (110,000)$          
Bond Balance (82,000)$            
SUB TOTAL 283,000$           

BOND TOTAL 283,000$           

PROJECT 4
DPW Equipment
Replace 2011 Ford F350 pickup 85,000$           
Replace 2015 Ford F350 pickup 85,000$           
Replace 2015 Ford F550 dump 110,000$         
Replace 2015 Ford F550 dump 110,000$         
Replace 2007 Sterling dump 110,000$        
Replace 2015 wood chipper 80,000$           
Replace 2006 John Deere Backhoe 250,000$         
Replace 2013 Bobcat Skid Steer 90,000$           
Sign machine 30,000$           
BOND TOTAL 950,000$           
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From: MARY MEAGHER
To: Roberta Fagan
Cc: Edward Mello; Christina Collins
Subject: Info about budgets past and present
Date: Saturday, March 29, 2025 12:46:10 PM
Attachments: School Budget review in response to Town Council Request (they said no).pdf

2019 Budget Introduction Memo by Andy Nota.pdf

Roberta, Attached is the budget memo that Andy Nota sent to the Council in 2019, when there
were three new members. Nancy was new then and may have found it helpful. I was looking
at it just now and realized that it has a lot of information that is indeed very helpful . It is also
really dense  with info, so I completely understand why subsequent budgets have had memos
that are bit less loquacious.

Also attached is the presentation that the School’s finance director gave on Thursday
explaining why she recommended to the school committee not to take any more funds from
their reserve fund this year. The school committee, by consensus, agreed. I  attended the
meeting  and spoke a bit about my reasoning and hope for some help from them. Councilor
Ross ( who had been stuck on a train for way too many hours) joined me at the meeting, but
unfortunately after most of the relevant discussion. They did agree, again by consensus, to
take on the tasks described in the school part  of the Recreation Bond proposed by Councilor
Brine, as the Town Administrator had told us on Tuesday. 

If you would kindly share  both documents with my fellow councilors in anticipation of our
next budget discussion April 7 , I would appreciate it. Thank you Roberta, MM
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and determine the
content is safe.

From: MARY MEAGHER
To: Roberta Fagan; Edward Mello
Subject: Fwd: Jamestown Soccer Proposal
Date: Sunday, March 30, 2025 3:21:33 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
Jamestown Soccer.pdf
Jamestown Soccer Proposal.pdf

Roberta and Ed , here is the bid Jay Sisson got for the Eldred field. Please share with my
fellow councillors. 
All the best to you. Mm

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Sisson, James" <james_sisson@brown.edu>
Date: March 30, 2025 at 3:10:24 PM EDT
To: tiptoparch@msn.com
Subject: Fwd: Jamestown Soccer Proposal

﻿

See below.  
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Sisson, James <james_sisson@brown.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 2, 2025 at 11:01 AM
Subject: Fwd: Jamestown Soccer Proposal
To: Erik Brine <ebrine@gmail.com>, Justin Sirotin <jsirotin@octopd.com>,
Bradley Parsons <parsons_brad@hotmail.com>, Sergio Lopez-Ruiz -
JAMESTOWN <serlopez33@gmail.com>

see DiGregorio quote for Eldred,,,keep in mind that this is not today's number[priced in
20216]...with escalation and current market conditions the escalation rate would bring the
number to 260K in today's money...we can get a firm number if you'd like to get a
confirmed cost...
Please review and comment
thank you...sorry for delay..could not forward from iPhone

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mike Lavallee <mike@digregoriocorp.com>
Date: Fri, Feb 28, 2025 at 8:58 AM
Subject: Jamestown Soccer Proposal
To: james_sisson@brown.edu <james_sisson@brown.edu>
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James,

See attached proposal and plan. I cannot locate my actual bid take-off at this time but will
keep looking. 

 

Michael Lavallee

Sr. Project Manager/Estimator

23 Business Park Drive, Smithfield, RI 02917

C 401-413-9410

O 401-232-5550

 

-- 
James Sisson-Senior Construction Manager
Brown Department of Facilities Management
Planning Construction & Design
[401-413-0785]

We Care

-- 
James Sisson
Senior Construction Manager
Brown University Facilities & Campus Operations
Planning Design & Construction Group
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Introduction 

Provided is a list of Town Council Member · and th Town Department Directors and Di ision Heads 
through March 2019. 

Jamestown Town Council 

Town Council President 
Town ouncil Vice President 
Council Member 
Council Member 
Council Member 

Municipal Department Directors and Division,Heads 

Town Administrator 
Town Solicitor 
Town Clerk 
Deputy Town Clerk 
Finance Director 
Deputy Tax Collector 
fnfonnation Technology 
Tax Assessor 
Planning Director 
Building/Zoning Official 
Chief of Police 
Police Lieutenant 
Barbor Master 
Fire Chief 
Public W arks Director 
Environmental Engineer 
Highway Superintendent 
Highway Foreman 
Water Superintendent 
Wastewater Superintendent 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Recreation Program Supervisor 
Parks Department Foreman 

enior Services Director 
Library Director 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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Michael G. White 
Mary E. Meagher 
Nancy A. Beye 
William J. Piva Jr. 
Randall White 

Andrew E. Nota 
Peter Ruggiero 
Cheryl Fernstrom 
Karen Montoya 
Christina D. Collins 
Jean Gabriele 
Michael Glier 
Clnistine Brochu 
Lisa Bryer 
Christopher Costa 
Edward Mello 
Angela Deneault 
Mark Campbell 
James Bryer 
Michael Gray 
Jean Lambert 
Kevin Deacon 
Steve Bonner 
Paul White 
Doug Ouellette 
Andrew Wade 
Deborah Haige 
Ron Parfitt 
Betsey Anderson 
Donna Fogarty 
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Municipal Organizational Cliart 
b Major Budget Component 
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*(EF) - Enterprise Fund - separate from General Fund Budget Program. 

The above Chart does not indicate reporting authority lines as the Fire/EMS Department and Library would be 
indicated 1n an alternate fashion due to State Law and Legislative/Charter-implications. This Chart is structured 
based on budget component units within this budget document. 
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Community Map 
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Commugi1y Profile 

History of Jamestown 

Jame town is located on Conanicul Island in lower Narragansett Bay, 26 miles 
south ofProvjdenceand two miles est ofNewpon. Recognized b Aquidneck 
settlers ii't 1636 for its good grazing grass, lhe r land was purchased from Native 
Ameticans in 1657. Jamestown was iacorpornted as an independent Town in 
1678. Within Jame.~town ' s jurisdiction are the smaller islands of Dutch, GouJd 
and the dumplings. 

The r~ Town HaU was I c-ated oo the North Main Road just south of 011b 

Fen Road. 1n 1728, the Town ordered a windmilJ for grinding gr-ain built near 
die nortJ1ern crossroads, situated o as to utilize the prevalent ocean ea breeze. 
ln 1741 a schoolhouse was built, al o in the northem disrrict. 

The first Quaker Meeting House wa · buil t in 1709 011 ~ North Ferry Road 
grounds of the Oki Friends Burial Ground. The Meeting House and the 
Windmill wer the Town's earliest public buildings and are both listed on the 
National Regi ter oJHistoric Places. The Beavenail Light established in 1749 
and was the third lighthouse built on the Atlantic Coa: Destroyed and rebuilt 
in 1754 Beavertail Light was burned by the .British jn I 779· rebuilt soon 
thereafter, and replaced by ,tbe present granite structure in 1856. 

Military action had an impact on the history and development of Conanicut and 
lhe adjacent island . In 1775, British and Hes ian soldiers seized the Island and sub equently occupied it for almo t three 
years. During this time, they maintained the Conanicut Battery located oil Prospect Hill oa Beaver Neck Road. m:t 
Dwnpling, located on a promontory along the sou.them Dumplings. wa constructed about 1800 on the it of an earlier 
British battery. Fort DW11pling was demolished in J 898 to make wa for the construction ofF01t Wetherill. and is nm 
a st.ate park 

Four Comer . at the intersection f the old Ferry Road (Narragan en A venue) North Main Road and outhwest Avenue, 
colltinued its modest development as a center of civic acti ity . Already the site of the Artill~ry Lot. both the Central 
Baptist and Protestant Epi copal Church.es-were localed here in 1879. A ne\ , simple Town HaU was also erected here 
in 1884. The earLiest Jamestown Po I Office was in .a residence on the north ide of arragansett Avenue, just west of 

orth Road. 

The Spanish-American War and WorJd War I saw the ex.tensjve fortification of Jamesto,vn property - fort V etherilJ 
along Highland Drive in the Dumplings. Fo11 Getty at Beaver Head and Fort Greble on Dutch Island. Meanwhile a 
torpedo repair facility and testing sta1ion was erected on Gould Island and together with I.he operation on -Goat l land in 
N wport Harbor produced 80% of the torpedoes used during World War LL 

Access to Jamestown, long by ferry, is no -almost e..xclusively by highway bridges. TI1e Jamestovm Bridge, opened in 
1940 by orienting Jamestown to South County and the Quonset Naval Air 'tati n,. ignificanU altered the social ecology 
of the Island. In pa11icular, Jrunestown-Shores, a post-war cottage development at the bridge landing, had 
introduced the first alteration of the re idential pattern f Jamestown since the tum of the century. With tbe 
abandonmentofNaval owned properties in tJ e L970s. the Island' population changed again. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 4 
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The Newport Bridge completed in J 969 attached Jamestown more securely with ewpor:t, placing it on what eventuaJJy 
became a major regional highway route. The four-lane Jamestown Verrazzano Bridge replaced the two-lane Jamestown 
Bridge in 1992. In 1994, the upgraded highway connector, named the John Eldred Parkway, was completed between the 
Jamestown and Newport bridges. 

Jamestown ha · in the past several decades, faced assimilation into the burgeoning suburban spread moving down along 
the coast ft-om Providence. Construction of new and improved (oads has made Jamesmwn a more desirable place to Jive 
for those employed elsewhere in the State. Subdivisions and in-fill housing development have furtl1er changed 
Jamestown into a more suburban town. although the Town still has many village characteristics. TI1ere are still several 
properties actively farmed on the lsland. Historic properties, includjng lighthouses, windmills and military fortifications, 
remain unchanged and old neighborhoods are stilJ intact and tbriving. 

While land uses and populations have changed over time Jamestowners have maintained their traditional spirit of 
community involvement and volunteerisrn. l11is community spirit is a quality that has protected hundreds of acre of 
farmland and open space, improved recreation programs and facilities and provided public safety with an all-volm1teer 
fire dcparonent and ambulance association. The dedication oflhe people ofJamestown to maintaining the Island's qualit 
of life has been demonstrated many times over: the future of Jamestown depends on our abi1ity to face many more 
chalJenges with this same determination and commitment. 

Community Statistical Profile/Population 

According to the US Census Bureau' s American Communily Survey (ACS), the Town' population in 2016 is 
5 462, a decrease of J 60 residents (2.93% ), compared to the year 20 IO census count of 5,622. 

Th.is is a sharp decline from the 2000 census where Jamestown recorded 5.622 year-round residents. 1n the 2000 
Census there were 1,322 Jamestowners under the age ofl9 and in 2010 there were 1043 Jamestowners under the age of 
t 8. 13ased on lbese figures, il can be estimated that there was a decline of approximately 210 persons under the age of 
18 over the last decade, which would account for almo I the entire decline in popuJation for Jamestown. 

The Comprehensive Plan indicates that the 2010 population estimate of 5,622 does not include the Island's seasonal 
population, which is difficult lo estimate. The 20 t 0 Census notes that 21 % of the housing units are vacant and the local 
Tax As essor's records show that 27% ofthe tax bills arc mailed out of town. If aJJ the vacant units are occupied in th~ 
sutnmer and the occupying fammes are on average the same size as the fan1ilies of the winter population it was 
estimated that our total population in the summer was about 6 800-6 900, which isl 400-1 500 more people or a 27% 
increase over the year-round population. There is also an incre8$e in the summer population trom the fort Getty 
Campground, tbe Wyndham Bay Voyage hotel and the Wyndham Time Share on Bay View Dr. 

Jamestown represents .5% of the estimated total State of Rhode Island population .rn 2016 ( l 055 607) and 6.5% of 
lhe population count for Newport County (82 714). 

Per capita income for Town residents during 2012-2016 is estimated by the CS at $55,263, with m-edian household 
income for the' ame period a1 $101 ,448 and median family income at $1 l0.056, a compared to the Stale of Rhode 
lsJand per capita income of $31 904, median household income of $58,387 and median family income of 75,655 
respectively. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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Geogtiipbv 

Conanicut L land, appro imately 8.7 mile long in its entirety and vaiying from 1 Lo 1.6 miles in width i ii.self irtuaJly 
divided into three separate landmasses. The largest occupying the northern haJf of Conanicuf., rises to an elevation of 
·140 feet in it center, commanding impres ·ive views oftl,e mid-bay region . The site of Jame town's most arable land, it 
was U1e location of the fir t intensive farming development on the Island taking as its own cross ax.is tbe North Main 
Road and Eldred A venue. Gould Island it elf a land d farm. la off bore to the east l\f the communi1y. 

epatated from the northern seclion by extensive saJt marshes and a tidal creek. the center landmass supports the village 
c nter of Jamestown l cated along arragansett A venue. Legendarily an old Native American trail arragansett Avenue 
lakr bticame part of the Ne\ port to Ne\ York Post Road. traversing the Island between the ewport Ferry and the 
aunderstown Ferry, and for years was known impl_ a Ferry Road. Ferry Meadow wa,; che name given to the tract of 

land, overlooking the Bay eastward to Newport and Fort Adam . on which n1ucb of the village was bu ill. The-non-arable 
rock outcropping of the Dumpllngs areas~ south of the village, remained In 8fi essentially natural state until developed 
a summer resort area. Capitalizing on it extraordinary vistas, it was popular! known as th.e Ocean I Lighlands. I is here, 
too, that Fort WetberiJ1, the most extensive military fortification on the Island proper, was located. 

To the southwest Ii U1e third major section of onanicuL, Beaver Neck, e}i.1ending into the tlantic Oceap and connected 
to the main body of Conanicut by the and spit of Mackerel Cove beach. Northwest of Beaver Neck lies Dutch Island, 
enclosing_ the body of water immediately west of Dutch Harb r. The firs1 real development of Conanicut Island hinged 
upon the establi hment of a ferry to Newpor1 and its market exchange. By ar least 1675, a ucce sful ieny ran to the 
nonhem comm unit of th Island. f n 1678 Conanicut was incorporated as a Towu and retained Lhe Native American 
name of Conarticut 

Protected Land 

A ignificant po11ion ofthl! island js permanently protected open pace. Approximate! 70% of the watershed area is 
permanently protected. pproximately 20% of the water hed consists of Watson farm and is pem1anently prorected by 
deed. 

Of the lsJand" totaJ of 606 acres of farm land, 97% i pennanenll protected from development. This protected land 
is owned b . various groups, including the U DA, the ta1e of Rhode Jslaud the To 11 of Jamestown and by pri ate 
land pre ervation organizations. such as 1-listori ew England, The Conanicut lsla11d Land Trust~ Hie- Audubon 

ociety and The amre Conservanc . The purchase of devel pment rights and conservation easements has 
commonl been used to help in retaining active farmland. lo addition to the pennanently prolected land, 916 more 
acre of undevelope<l privately-owaed land are temporarily protected under the Fann. Forest, and Open Space Act 
tliar encourages the maintenance of Rhod Island - agricultural and forested land. The Farm, Forest and Open Space 
Act has eased the tax burden of farmers by providing a tax reduction to those farms that qualify based upon ·jze and 
production. 

Circulation 

There arc approximate I 74.47 milt! of road on Jamestown. The tat of Rhode I land ha jurisdiction over 23 .1 
mHes The ·own owns approximalel 46.62 mil :s and the remain in 4. 75 miles are privatel owned ro.-1d witb 
plaued rights of way. Of Lhe 46.62 miles of Town roads 42.40 miles are paved. The tO\.vn i responsible to provide 
routine maintenance, including plowing sanding, sweeping and patcJling, apital improvements, and stom1 
, ater/drainage management on town roads. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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State of Rhode 151aod Profile 

Rhode Island reached pelik private emp!oym,wl Jew~ ill 2006 with au average of 417,700 _pnvate sector jobs within the 
tate The annnaJ a\·e.rage unemployment rate- for the )fear was 4.9 percent and the srare~s population stood a, 1,063.096 

lthode lslaod's ecooomic momenrnru be,gan to change the follow.ing year, afid the state entered.into a rereuio1llU}' _penod 
moulhs earlieT than the official N'ation.11 Re«-5goa. By 2009. the height llf the receSMon in Rhode Island., the, number of 
pnvate Jobs averaged 387,800. the annual average wiemp1oymenf rnce was I LO percent, and the state'spopulalton bad 
shrank to l 053 .646 residents_ 

Smee e end of the f"e1:"ess1on, Rhode Tuland bas been gm.dually 1ecovering.As of2017 private job levels averaged 
418.000, an.increase of30 200 (+7_8%) from the 2009 average and tlx-una;oplovmeul rate is down 6..5 perte11tage poims 
to 4.5 perceot. The ~"tate 's populatiun bas yel IQ regain residents Jost during the ~t'-ssiou. as the co1.1111 stood at L0-59.639 
m"!-017 , do'\\.'D 3,457 (-03%) fiom2006 On a poSlrivenote, thepopulallon.w.2017 io_creased o,rer2016by2 073 (+-0.2%) 

.reside-1115, the- 51Xll'I COD5eCUtive O\'et-the-ye.ar 

R.bod~ hlaad Town Rankin ~e in populJltlon. 

O.N Dod,Jslad 

Source: Rhode Island Department of Labor and Training 
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Other Findlugc; 

• 11urty oftbt- stare ·s thirty-nine cities md 
towns, reported total employment growth 
be veen2016-2017, withHopkintQD 
having t.bf. 1.acgesl over- thl:'-year-iucreaw 
(+5.9"/4). Wooosockel (-.3.4%) pos.ted the 
Jargest total employment de-<.Tease. 

Pro\lldence e taibl1sJ1ments employed the 
largest penentage (23.4% of Rhode 
Isla.nd private sector worli:l'TS, folli>wed by 
Warw'ld,: (10.6%). Cranston (J .4%), 
Pawtuc ·et (S.0"/4) an.d East Pro,.,idence 
(4.9%). 

• Rhode Island otal .annoal averaee 
employme-nt in 2017 (4n.305) was the 
lughest eruploymt-nt level since 2007 
(480,23'.!). 

• 1'be state experienced a O 2 perceol 
population int'rease between the 2016 and 
2017 populatJou estuuate. l\veaty-seven 
cities and towDS gained residents. witll 
Pro-,.,idence ( +439). Bmrillvill.e ( J 1) and 
Ctnnberland ( + _02) addwg the most 
people. Oftbe twel! e cd1e"i and towns 
that losf residellts only Newport ( -136) 
and CeJll'ral Falls (-116) lost ulOre thru1 
100 residents. 

Rhode hland (4..5%) llad llie 12D>i Jughes.t 
annual overage unemployment rote lll ~ 
country in 2017 Alaska (7.2%). New 
Mexico (6.2%) and Ptstrict of Cohmibia 
(6 1 %) had the highest 1-ateo; in the 
coWlJiy_ The annual ave-rage-­
lUlf'lllploymeru rate for the United ·rates 
as a whole in 2017 was 4 4 pen:eut. 
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The infom1ation provided on the following page focusses on a town by town comparison and ranking based on 
Employment Growth, Population Growth and Unemployment as economic indicators in the 2016-20 .17 fiscal year. 
The data rctlects that several key indicators have been improving across the State. Employment opportunity has 
increased in a majority of the Citie and Towns population growth was realized although not fully recovered since 
2008 and unemploymenL is improving. 

Statewide Community Rankings Profile 
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• Rhode lsland·s lotalpopulnliOD incnased by 4.S 
ptm:eol dU:ruJg 1be L990"s , walb lhe gam of 
44,855 people, while between 2000 and 2016, 
Rhode Island ge.ui.ed 6, 172 (+o.6%) re-,;ulents. 

• Forty-0ue percent (41 .0%) of Rhode lsla.ud 
residents 25 •eru-s and older bad a college 
de8J'H" (As.sociale or higher) w 2016 The- share 
of stale sesidents without a higb school diploma 
°'" GED decn!ased betweai. 2000 and 2016, 
fulling from 22.0 pen-ent lQ 13 l percent 

• aen..-~ 2009 and 201 7, employment in RhodC" 
Isllwd were~ by 28,830 (+6.4%) jobs. Private 
tttor employen reported a gain of 30.13 7 

( + 7 .8%) jobs:. while. pub he sector employment 
f~ by l,309(-2.2%)jobs 

• Rhodl" Ishmd's unemployment rate 8'1,"IM'IISed 4 .5 
percent in 20 I 7 . a decrease of 6.> percentage 
powts .&om th~ 2009 average of 11 .0 perccn.l . 

• w 2016, 95 . l ~ of Rhode Islaod rE'S'idNl 
oge 18-64 spokeonlyEnglishorspoke another 
language and English eilba weU or very well 

• Nearly a i.hard l l . 3%) of Rhode lshmd 
ressde-its worll: in Providence, wlule 14.8 peKeDI 
vodc OUISJde ofltbode 1.swnd 

LanifU•I:" 
Popul;ntou Aa:• 8 -44 

P..-<'b>l: o! Pop • tiOft 1 1 Sp...i.:c Qoly £na,!lw> cw 
Anon,•~ & Ei>ef.ish alh,,r 'w-,ir .. '\cffY _.,,r 9S ••• 

Pe:<:ft>l oCPoplllrlno•lllurl Sp<eal<Eagli,sb "uot .-,elJ" 
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Spa&: "5-,Pacili<: f•bD<le" O.S¾ 
Sp....,ou,wi-.!'Ml'!M' cu ~. 
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• lbe percentage of Rhode Jc;lande~ who spol.:e onl)· English or spoke 
anothet' language and English either well or very well mc:,reas.ed from 
94 7 percent in 2010 to 95.I percent ill 2016. 

• The pen-entag-e of 101al residents aged 18 10 64 that spoke Spamsh 
while c;peabng.Englisbeithernot we.lloroot at allre.marae 
unch.wged at 3. 7 m 1016. repre!,,t"'otlDg 29 4 perceut of all Spanish­
\peakmg Rhode Islander.; . 

J>ttci!111 of Population that Speak Only Eng)tsb OT 

Anotbtt Langua@e & En!hsb. Pither 'well Or 94 7% 9.S.1% 
•ve,yweu· 

Pen:em of PopuJata.oo thal Speak Engl1Sh · no, well ' 
0 1" 'not at all' 

L;mpaae Spoken· 
Speak Spani~ 
Speak Other tndo-Europeao 
Speak Asi.an/PadfiC' Islander 
~ Other ~ges 

5.3'¾ 49% 

3 .7% 3 .7% 
0.9%, 0 .6' 
06% 05% 
01% 0 .1% 

• The Health Care &. Social A.5.sastance { 19 .1 %) Ul~tty s.ec or 
employs the- larg~ pereeotage of private Rhode lslaod wod:ers. 
followed by Accommodabou & Food Sen.-ices (11. 7%) aod ~ail 
Trade (I 1.6%) 

• Pro1mln1ce (97 ,6S9) bad the largest number of pri,'lltt' stttor 
wodten 111 tht> state, followed by Warwick (44.l 31) &Dd Ctan.'-ton 
(30.825). Fost~ (3801 and Little Compton (645) bad the fewest 
omnbei- of Workeri, 
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ru! 
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• Ja01e-sto"'D · !> lol:11 populetiou grew by l 2.5 
pettl'lll dunng lhe 1990' , with the add11&00 l'lof 

623 people, bowever-, bet\l\•e-e.n2000 and 2016. 
Jamesto~--n loSI 160 (-2.8%) resjde'Dts. 

• S venty-one pen-ent of Jam~own resuleDL$ 25 
year.. and older had a colleg-1.' ~ (As~iate 
or lugher) .i.o 2016, The- share of local ~ideots 
without a high school diploma or GED 
decreased between 2000 and 2016. falling &om 
6.8 per-cent to 2. 9 pe-rceat , 

• Betweea 2009 and 2017, employment u:a 
Jamestown mcrett~ by 8 (+O. 7¾) job!. Pn rate 
s«-tor employersreponed a Joss of25 (-2.7% 
jobs. whl.le public st>etor employment grew by 33 
(+ 1 l.3%). In comparison, statewute total 
employment grew by 28,830 (+6.4%) jobs. 

• Jaruestowo'-; tml'Ulployment rate avt'nlged. 2.9 
pen:ent in 2017, ll1e lowest rote an the stnlf.> 1111d 
wt>U below I.be state average of 4.5 percent. 

• In 2016, 99.0 pen:eat of Jamestown re-siclents 
11ge 18-64 spoke only English or spoke another 
language and English either well or very well. 
compared to 95.l percCSlt of RI resident.-., 

• 0 er oue-quarter (27.83/o) of JIUl}t>Sto~-n 
residents worlc m Jamestown, ·h.ile 7 . l peKrot 

work outside of RJ. 

Lanir.u•~ 
Population .A&~ 18-64 
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Town Council Goals and Obiectives 

The Town Councirs Goals and Objectives for the 2016-2018 Tem1. are organi~ed and depicted ~ithin three main 
Goals and a broad series of nineteen Objectives, as identified below. The Goals and OQ,jeclives for the 2018-2020 
Term~ have yet to be fonnulated by the own Council, although a preliminary work session is being considered in tile 
upcoming months. -

GoaJ One: To Promote Quality of Life i11 the Community 

Objectives: 

L Ma_intain Jamestown's 'Rural Character' ; 
2. Protect Natural Resources; 
3; Promote Public Access to the Water, Water-based Activities and Use of Jamestown's Natural 

Resources· 
4. Recognize the Importance of the Village as the Town Center, the Focal Point for Most Community 

Activities; 
5. Support Cu.ltural, Civic and Recreational Opportunities that Promote a Sense of Community; 
6. Promote a Sustainable Jamestown; 
7. Ensure Housing Affordability and Provide a Range of Housing Choices for Residents· 
8. Senior Citizen Programming and Services~ 

Goal Two: Ensure Effective a11d Accou11table Tow11 Government 

Objectives~ 

l. Improve acc.ess to Local Governmenr 
2. Maintain the Town>s Remarkable Sense of Fiscal Responsibility~ 
3. Maintain and Improve Town Infrastructure; 
4. PurSue Effective Local, State and Regional Partnerships; 

Goal Three: Ensure Public Healt/t and Safety 

Objectives: 

1. Maintain an Effective and responsive Community J>oliciog Program· 
2. Maintam a Safe and Secure Environmen1 for Residents of all Ages; 
3. Continue to Support Volunteer Fire Department and EMS Modernization and Improvements; 
4- Support Water System Improvements· 
5. Support Continued Wastewater System Improvements~ 
6. Maintain and Improve Town Roads and Facilities Used by the Public 
7. Reduce lncidence ofTick-Bome Disease; 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown. RL 11 
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Town Administrator's Budget Message 

In accordance with the Town Charter provisions wider Article ill Section 305 the Administration bas prepared the 
FY 20 I 9-2020 Proposed Town Budget Program for the Town Council' consideratiotl. The budget document 
represents the Town Adm.itristrator's plan for the continuation of municipal services and support for public facilities 
and is of a zero-based nature with cost presentation by specific service areas. This budget proposal broadly includes 
l11fom1atioo specific to the Town Governmental Activities of the following Town Departments as noted in the Town 
Charter and as approved by the Town Council: Town AdmJnistration Town Clerk. Planning Department, Building 
and Zoning Department, Public Works Department, Tax Assessor, Finance Department, Library, Parks and 
Recreation Department Senior Service Department, Police Department and the Fire/EM Department. With 
authorization of the Towu CouociJ on January 22, 2019. a dedkatcd Department of Senior Services was created and 
added to this list of core Town Services. lbc financial support provided to the Towns many Boards and Co1nmission · 
is also included in this document wjthin the affiHated Town Department section. 

AU Dusioe s-Type Activities are oot incJuded in the Town General Fund program, although are delineated in the 
Towns Annual Audit and maintain sepai·ate budget programs including the Harbor Management Fund, Water Fund 
On-site Wastewater Fund and the Sewer Fund, while lbe Waterfront Reserve f'und is noted in the Capital 
Improvement Program as a separately funded eJcment. Other areas of local government involvement are categori7..ed 
in the Towns Annual Financial Audit as component units of the Town, with some being referenced and fmanced in 
the General Fund program that include, the School Department, Jamestown Fire Department and the Jamestown 
Housing Authority. 

The development of the FY2019-2020 budget program has presented numerous challenges in providing for the 
continuation of a well-balanced community operating and capital program, adhering to the state 4% Tax Levy 
Statutory limit, supporting priority department requests and Town Council goals and in integrating long-tenn. debt 
service obligations for several large-scale initiatives supported by the community. The details of the statutory tax 
levy limitation are included in Rhode Island Genera] Laws Chapter 44-5-2 Levy and Assessment of Local Taxes 
(Maximum Levy). Having incurred a tax levy increase in FY2019 of more than $573,000 and total budget program 
increase of 2.96%, it was not anticipated that a series of department operating recommendations would be requested 
that far exceeded this amount in FY2020. The initial Town/School Department requests approached a proposed 
increase of $1.6 million in expenditures with a 7.47% levy impact and a 6.6% overall increase. The Administrators 
recommendation reflects an increase of $1.1 in total expenditures with a 3.99% levy impact and a 4.7% overall 
program increase. As you work through the budget document and supplemental materials, you will recognize those 
areas where some of the departmental requests were either deemed necessary in terms of meeting new or existing 
community service needs or in fact were mandated educational requirements within the School Department. Other 
requests as proposed by the various departments were not completely dismissed from this review, although from my 
perspective focused on matters that could be transitioned into the municipaJ/school program over a tonger timeline, 
some that were discretionary and prioritized by the department in their budget submittal, while others were broader 
and not yet actionable as they required fw-ther policy direction from the Town Council. 

The Town Administrators professional responsibility in submitting a budget to the Town Council is mainly focused 
on assisting the Town Council in their deliberations in formulating a professional and well-balanced budget program. 
This practice specifically targets the evaluation and implementation of professional 'best practices' along with.local 
'historical practices' that are still favored in the community, in being able to establish and deliver a specific standard 
and compliment of services on a town-wide basis. The difference in the two processes, (department specific budget 
fonnulation versus Administrator Town-wide budget formulation) is that an individual department (large or small), 
focusses its attention on one part of the overall service delivery process and local need, while the Town Administrators 
proposed budget and the Town CounciPs finaJ budget that is presented to the community at the Financial Town 

FY20 l 9-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 12 
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meeting, is a comprehensive budget document serving and balancing all aspects of the Town/Scbool Operating and 
Capital budget initiatives that ultimately su1>port various operations throughout the entire community 

The following infom1ation represents a summary of ke_ eJements within the budget document for the 2019-2020 
fiscal year. 

General Fund Overview 

A detailed financial summary of the proposed FY 2019-2020 budget is depicted below. This summary view i 
segmented into the main budget categorie of Operations, CapitaJ and Debt Service for both the Town and School 
Programs. This infmmation is formatted iIJ the form of a five-year financial summary for the complete program. 

For the 2019-2020 fiscal year a total General Fund Program 'in the amount of$25,455,830 is proposed. This funding 
proposal represents an increase of .$1,153 272 or 4.75% over the current year FY2019 appropriation of $24~302 558. 
Town Operating Expenditures are proposed to increase by $318,895 or 3.62%, Capital spending is propo ed at 
$761,920, decreasing by ($209.280) or (21.55%), while Debt Service js $1,J3J.45J increasing by $180,054 or 
L8.93%. !he prnposed Municipal program will impact the Tax Levy in FY2020 b $8,322 332 with an increase of 
$30,741 or 0.37%. 

The School Department General Fund operating program is proposed to increase by $495 767 or 3 .91 % to 
$13 174 127. This recommendation will require a GeneraJ Fund Town appropriation increase of $667,243 or 5.72%. 
The overall School Program including all funcUng sources equals $14,019 714 an increase of $715 303 or 5.38%. 
The proposed School program will impact the Tax Levy in FY2020 by $12 267,264 with an increase of $760,047 or 
6.60%. 

The chool Departments Capital Lmprovement Program and Reserve for Technology Equipment is $333 155, 
including a requested increase of $166,330 or 99.70%. School Department Debt Servfoe forthe year'is $411,381, a.11 

increase of $148 300 or 56.37%, while Grant Funds are estimated at $346,282 an increase of $17 706 or 5.39% . 
utrition Program requirements are anticipated at $166, l 50, reflecting an increase of $351500 or 27.17% frQm the 

current fiscal year. 

d 
201$-16 2017-18 
Adopted Adopted 

Town 
Operations $8,225,375 $8,..141.040 $8.581.899 
Capita.I 1.283.500 1.213,500 1,124,000 
Debt Scrvie1; 915,172 818.995 949,260 

subtotal Sl0,424~047 $T0;373;535 $10,_65-5 .159 

Schools 
Opcratiom $11 652,671 $11,860,021 $12.140.553 
Capital 158.360 119.245 107.675 
Debt Service 258,605 262,647 262,920 
Granls 316,871 408,528 405 496 
NUtrition 139,950 145,450 145,450 

subtotal l12~526,4ti? S1Z795,891 $13,062.094 

Total $22,950,504 $23,169,426 $23,717,253 

FY20 I 9-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

2019,2020 
Adop!oo Propos~ lnc/(DecJ Change 

$8.812.469 S9J31 ,364 $318.895 3.62% 
971.200 761 ,920 -$209,280 -2 1.55% 
95J,397 1,131,45 1 180,054 18.93% 

$10,735,066 $11 024 735 $289,669 2.70"/4 

$l2.678.360 $13.174.127 $495,767 3.91% 
166,825 333,1:55 $166,330 99.70% 
263,081 411,381 $148,300 56.37% 
328.576 346,282 $17,706 5.39% 
130,650 166 150 $35,500 27.17% 

$13,567,492 14.43 1,095 $863,603 6.4% 

$24,J02.5:58 , $25,455,330 $1,153,272 4.75% 

13 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 81 of 243

General Fund Revenue Statement 

;\.. Property Tax Program 

To support the FY 2019-2020 appropriation, a property tax rate of $8.00 per thousand dollars of assessed 
valuation will be necessary. This includes a tax rate decrease of ($0.85) cent from the FY2019 rate of $8.&5. The 
distribution of the rate for Municipal operations wiJI require a decrease from.$3.71 in FY 2019 to the revised rate of 
$3.23 in FY2020 a decrease of ($0.4 7) or -12 70%. The School Department i proposed to realize a rate decrease 
from $5.14 in FY 2019 to $4.77 in FY 2020, a decrease of ($0.37) or -7.28%. 

Municipal School 
Property Tax Levy Growth Program Program Total 
Adopted FY 2014-2015 Ta Levy S7,973,4H Sl0,510.346 18,483,757 
FY 2014-20 I 5 Tax Distribution Percenrage 43.14% 56.860/4 100.00% 

Adopted FY 2015-2016 Tax Levy SB,132,046 $10,554,140 18,686,186 
FY 2015-2016 Tax Distriblltion Percentage 43.52% 56.48% 100,00% 

Adopted FY 2016-2017 Tu Levy $8,031~182 $10,815,963 $18,847,145 
FY 2016-2017 Tax Distibution Percentage 42.61% 57.39% 100.00% 

Adopted FY 2017-2018 Tu Levy 8194,531 $1) 031,077 $19,225,608 
FY 2017-2018 Tax DistibuLion Percentage 42.62% 57.38% 100.00% 

Adopted .J<'Y 2018-2019 Tax Levy $8,291,591 Stl,507 217 19 798,808 
FY 2018-2019 Tax Distibution Percentage 41.88% 58.12% J00.00% 

Proposed FY 2019-2020 Tax Levy $8,322~32 $12,267;264 $20,589,596 
FY 2019-2020 Tax Distibution T>ercentage 40.42% 59.58% 100.00% 

The Property Tax Levy Growth Chart above indicates a Tax Levy breakdovv11 of 59.58% School and 40.42% Town 
in FY 2020. Tiiis distribution reflects a shift of J .46%, jndicating growth in the School Program and a continuing 
decrea e in the MunicipaJ Program since FY 2018 of 2.20%. 

lt should be noted that the Town last completed a tate mandated full revaluation in 2012 for FY 2013-2014 and 
conducted a statistical update in 2015 for FY 20l6-2017. The Town is presently completing a statistical revaluation 
for year-ending 2018 for FY 2019-2020, with the next full .-evaluation scheduled to be held in 2021 for FY 2022-23. 
With ongoing discussion continuing before the Legislature on this issue, there remains a high probability that 
revisions will be made to the mandatory revaluation schedule in the coming years. The discussion has included 
everything from a shift in the 3-year revaluation cycle to a 5-year cycle. alternating between a statistical and full 
revaluation, to tl1e opposite extreme including the potential of a new system allowing for annual modification in 
value with a full revaluation every five or .more years .. There remains ignificant uncertainty surrounding the favored 
option of the legislature in this regard and the most efficient and equitable approach for this program in the future. 

During a revaluation or statisticaJ update, variables such as land value cost tables, property improvements 
comparable property sales and cost of reconstruction are analyzed to establish the full fair market value of each 
property. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 14 
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Pr9perty T~ Levy History 
Adopted Adopted Adopted Adopted .Adopted PTopos.ed 

FY:2014-15 FY201S-16 FY2016-17 io17-2018 2,018-2019 2019;2020 lnc./(dec) % Average. 

$18,483,757 $18.483.7S7 $J8,68fl.186 $18.847,145 .$19,225,608 $19,798~()8 $20,589,596 $790788 3.99% ~ $19,271,850 
Inc/(dec.) $0 $202,429 $160,959 $378,463 $573,200 $790,788 $350,973 

TI1c tax liability for the average residential ly assessed property v-rith an (unchanged) value of $500,000, at the 
proposed rate of $8.00 per thou and would result in a property taX bill of $4 000 or a decrease of ($425.00) from FY 
201 8-2019, as. indicated in the below chart. Also indicated are additional examples of the overall ta impact for 
properties vatued from $500,000 to the $2 milJion in assessed value. On the folJowing page is an additional series of 
examples provided in a scaled fashion based on a series of assessment increases of varied assess_ed value amounts. 

R ·idenlial Property T:t Chang:: 
.Exam[ile of R-att- Jr:np,1c1 rY201 -I-!~ FY21l l S- l b l"'r'2 16-17 I 'Y2017- 113 l"Y .:!Ql8-19 .. 2019-l.l) lh.c,/ 

Residential Assessed Value 500 000 500 000 500.000 500.000 500,000 51)().()00 

Tax Levy Per verage Residential Parcel 4,375 $4,390 $4,290 $4.330 $4.425 $-i.000 ($425.00) 
Residential Assessed Vallie 750,000 750,000 750.000 750.000 750,000 1 -oJlOO 
Tax Levy Per Average Residen1fal Parcel $6 563 $6,585 $6.435 $6,495 $6.638 (;,1)1)0 ($637.S0) 

Residential Assessed Value 1,000,000 1,000.000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1.000,000 j .()00 .000 
'rru l..ov Per verage Residential t>arcel $8 750 $8.780 ss. ·so $8,660 $8,850 '8,000 (S850.00) 

Residential Assessed Value 1,500,000 I S00,000 1,500.000 1.500,000 1.500.000 I,. 00,llfJ0 

Tax Levy Per Average Residential Parcel $13 125 $13 170 12.870 $12,990 13,275 i.12,00l} ($1.27.5.00) 
Residential A essed Value 2 000,000 2,000 000 2,000.000 2,000.000 2 000.000 1.000.000 
,Tax Lev~ Per Average Residential Parcel $17,500 17,560 .$17,160 $17.320 il7.700 . ,I .ot>O ($1. 700.00) 
Tax Rate Diffe1ential 58.75 $8.78 58.SS $8.66 58.85 8.00 ~0.8S 

The estimated tax rate is pre ented based on the ctment yeat tax roll. It is anticipated that as of (March 4, 2019) the 
value of the taxable property role on the gross assessed value of Real and Tangible property will be $2,611,444,296 
billion. This figure represents an estimated increase in gross vaJue during the year of approximately $347,901,700 
million having been added to ll1e tax role. The corresponding net impact on the Tax Levy resuJted in an increase of 
approximately $548,420 to $21,099,120 from the Certified Role VaJue in 2017 of $20 550 700. Ex.emptions in ReaJ 
Pro_perty and Motor Vehicles as of December 31 2018 is reflected at a total of $43 593 502 million. AJJ figures 
presented above are estimates derived frorn the ongoing revaluation process wl1ich bas yet to be concluded. Changes 
should be anticipated in the overall role value motor vehicle values and on the net tax levy impact in the coming 
months as this process progres es . 

.Propeliy Tax Rate llistOf)' 
Adopted Adopted Adop!etl 

liY2014-IS FY2015'-16. FY2016-17 

$11.75 $8.75 sg.7s $8.S8 
0.00% 0.34% -2.28% 

FY20] 9-2020 Town Administtator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

dopted 
f-'Y2017-18 

$8.66 
0.93% 

FYl5-PY20 
Adopted Proposed Rate 

fY20JS-19 FY2019-20 TncJ(Dec.) Avg. Rate 

$8.MS $8.00 ($0.85) r $8.60 
2.19% -9,60% 

15 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 83 of 243

Th.e below examples provide for a different perspective of the possible cost impact s) of ao assessment increase in 
property value established during a revaluation period wjth a corresponding tax rate reduction resulting from the 
overall _growth fa the tax role. Examples are provided at the value benchmarks of $500,000 to $2 million. 

l hangi; Changi: Chan_)§: 
l'Y 20 18·1 '1 ~ V .!.Ill -20 In .I G.) f Y :20J -20 In .!(Dec. ) 2{llQ·ZU Inc /(L 

ntial Assessed Value 600000 800,000 
vy Per Average Residential Parcel $4,800 $375.00 $1. l 7S.00 $6.400 $1 ,975.00 

ue 850,000 1,050000 
6,800 $162.50 $962.50 $8,400 $1 ,762.50 

cs cnlln Asscsse 8 llC t. 0. D ,000 
Tax Levy Per Average Residential Parcel 

' 
$9,600 $750.00 $11.200 S2.J50.00 $12,800 $3,950.00 

Kes1dential Assessed Valut: 1,500, l,700.000 1,900.000 2,100,000 
Tax Lew Per Avera Residential Parcel $13, $13,600 $325.00 $15.200 $1.925.00 $16,800 $3,525.00 
Residential Assessed Value 2,000,000 2,300,000 2.600,000 2,900,00() 
Ia." Ltw Per A wra~ Rtsidtn1ial Parcel $17.700 $111,400 $700.00 .20,800 $3 100.00 $23,200 $5,500.00 
T11J1,Ratc Differential SUS S8;00 -S0.85 $8.00 -S0.8S $8.00 -SD.IS 

The below Gross and Net Assessed values for Motor Vehicles represents a placeholder based on last year's tola.4 as 
it remains too early in the budget process to determine a more accurate estimate based on the information received 
from the State for December 31, 2018. The Gross and Net Assessed Values on Real Property are outlined below with 
additional information on the following page. 

Gro . essed Vslu 

Real Property Residential 
Real Property - Corrim/lnd.JMjxed Use 
Motor Vehicles (Max. Taxable Value) 
Tangible Personal Property 
Gross Assessed Value Real & Tangible Property 

Net Assessed Values 
Real Property - Residential 
Real Property - Commercial/Ind./ Mixed Use 
Motor Vehicles 
Tangible Personal Property 
Total Net Assessed Value Real & Tangible 

Net Ta~ Levy 
Real Property - Resjdential 
Real Property - Commercial/Industrial 
Motor Vehicles 
Tangible Personal Property 
Total Net Tax Levy Real & Tangible Property 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

Dec.2018 
$2 543,404,009 

$67,651,700 
$63,652 919 
$14,720,317 

$2,689,428,945 

Dec.2018 
$2,529,360,4 14 

67,363,565 
35,946,508 
14,720,317 

$2,647,390,804 

Oct!. 2018 
$20,154,880 

538,904 
287 568 
117;760 

$21,099,112 
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TIL-.::able P,,operty UJI 2015~2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018- 019 
1 aubl Taxable Ta: able Ta.'<al le 
Property Property pcrl)' Property 

Taxable Land/Bolldings $2,152,433,300 S2,222,416,909 $2,246,046,509 $2,263 154,009 
Tangible Property $14.572,872 $13,840.474 $ I 5.l29931 S 14,720,3 J 7 
Total Taxal>I J•ropeny $2,167~006,172 Sl,236,257,383 $2,261,176.440 $2,277,874,326 
Less Exemptions $10,584.768 $10,861,415 $14,548,340 S 14,331,730 
Net Ta able Property $2,156,421,404 $2,225,395,968 $2,246,628.100 $2,263 542,596 
Taxable Property Crowlh - % 3.20% l.ll% 0.74% 
Taxable Property Growth - $69,251,211 $24,919,057 $16,697: 886 

$40,39 J .997 $41,J45,095 $38,J 83,375 $35,946,508 et Motor Vehicles - Roll 

Total Taxable Property $2,196,813,401 $2,266,741,063 $2,284,81 t,475 $2,299,489,104 

Motor Vehicle Excise Tax 

2019-2020 2019-2020 
Taxable Increas Ov.er 
Propert) Prior Year 

2.611.055.709 $347,901,700 
$14,720 317 $0 

2,625,776,026 $347,901,700 
. 14 31,730 $0 
11,444,296 S347,901,700 

l •• .?7% 
347,901.700 S33I,203,814 

35,946508 $0 

'2,647 .. O.S04 S347,90J,700 

The 2017 General Assembly enacted legislation lo phase-out the motor vehicle tax. The tax i cheduled to be fully 
repeaJed in FY2024. Jlis plan calls for Cities and Towns to be reimbursed for lost revenues during the phase-out 
period. The base reimbursement for each municipality is its share of lhe $10 miJUon of aggregate reimbursement aid 
as appropriated in FY2017. The legislation decreases the motor veJ1jcle e cise tax each year from FY2018 through 
FY2023 fully eliminating the tax in FY2024. The major changes to the previous Article include: 

• Tax ra(e caps are reduced each year through FY2023; 
• Assessment ralios are reduced 5.0 percentage points each year through FY2023; 
• Exemption floors are raised each year through FY2023; 
• E!<emptions. are expanded to aJ l cars more tbau 15 years old from FY2018; 

According to the Department of Revenue, the motor vehicle excise tax totaled $220.6 million (based on 12/31/15 
certifications) or about 9.0 percent of totaJ local tax revenues in FY2017. The proposed Article will lead to an 
estimated reduction of motor vehicle excise ta. of $25.2 million in FY2018 increasing to a total of $220.6 million 
in FY2024 when.the taxi proposed to be fully eliminated. 

Fiscal Assessment RaCe Exemption Drop Total Forgone Taxed Car Cars Dropped 
\'ear Ratio Cap Floor After_Age Levy Lev)'. Count .fromRoJe 
FY2017 100% IA $500 25 $220,611,139 $0 746,965 
FY2018 95% $60 1,000 15 L 95,441,325 ·25,169,814 594445 152,520 
FY2019 90% 50 2,000 15 L 70,426,882 -50.184,257 581,512 165.454 
FY2020 85% 35 3,000 15 L 36.701.951 -83909,188 543,391 203,574 
FY2021 80% 35 4,000 15 104.600455 ., 16,010,684 483 393 263i573 
FY2022 75% 30 5.000 15 75 327,058 -145 284,0$1 409,317 337,649 
FY2023 70% 20 6000 15 43,407 790 -177203 49 339.844 407,121 
FY2024 NIA NIA IA 1/A ·220,611,139 N/A /A 

Source: Department of Revenue 

FY2019-2020Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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Under this Article, municipal motor vehicle tax rates may nol increase above FY2017 rates or above the new 
rate schedule set forth in the Article. Currently motor vehicle tax rates per thousand dollars of assessed value range 
by municipaHty from a low of$9.75 per thousand in New Shoreham to a high of$60.00 per thousand in.Providence. 
Article l l caps the maximwn tax rate at $60 i.n FY2018 and then lowers i11 steps down to $20 in FY2023. Current 
law permits municipalitie to set motor vehicle ratios of assessment eqllal to or Jess than the ratio of assessnwnt used 
in FY201 I, but no higher. Under this Article, presumptive value is reduced from 100.0 percen1 of clean retaH 
value as reported by the NADA, to 95.0 percent of clean retail vaJue in FY2018, decreasing by 5.0 percent each 
following year, down o 70.0 percent •in FY202-3. ln FY2024, the ta will be eliminated. Thi provision of the Article 
impacts all motor vehicle excise taxpayers .. 

Understanding Rhode 1$land"S Motor Vehicle Tax 
March2017 

FY1-7 Motor Vehicle Tax Ra'te (.rate per $1,000 assessed value) 

Notaa: Tan ab•Ud banV!leff -'d&atf-..ct comrnun~" In i=Y201.~Pn>vld.anc.. rat.a ($60.0Q• ••fora~r--a.cx:11,1pl,mf ra:sideft1M.1 ~t'JY;:'" 

~er oca.,pa.ct ...t.:b$3.l.9G. 

Capital Improvement Program 

The Towµ's Capital Improvement Program for FY 2Ql9-2020 includes_ construction, purchases, contractual programs 
and e.quipment replacements_ ofa significant budgetary nature. The·program is made up of investments made on a 
Pay-As-You~Go annual method and also with a longer-term perspective including funds borrowed for short and 
longer-term durations. The purpose of this program is to develop a schedule and coordinated financial plan to address 
the improvements needed within the community. The programs intent is to determine community needs, assist in 
setting priorities, and analyze the Town's ability to pay for these new improvements moving forward. 

lnFY 2019-2020, a municipal Pay-As-You-Go Capital progr~ of $761;920 is proposed, reflecting a decrease of 
($209.~80) or -21.55% of the current year's fiscal year adopted capital program of $971,200. The School Capital 
Program is proposed at $333,155, an increase.of $166,330 fr_om the FY20191otal of $166,825. For the 201-9-2020, 
fiscal year, a comprehensive capital program is offered to address a Wide array of important community initiatives 
designed to address existing needs, infrastructure deficiencies, technology upgrades, professional services and 
equjpment replacement/new acquisitions within the coITfm.unity. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 18 
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The aru1Ual Pay-As-You-Go Capital fonding program does not i:ncJude the detail or funding schedules for long-term 
debt funded progams. The funding for these long-tenn initiatives some of which were recently approved in the 
November 2018 election •including large-scale School Construction Rehabilitation. the Golf Course Clubhouse 
Replacement and the Library Rehabilitation initiative with some other recent examples including public safety 
builcling development. park development and rehabilitation. and major waterfront improvements, along with otller 
large-scale inftastrucutre and equipment acquisition initiatives which are a'll reflected in the towns debt etvice 
program. The.financial impact of such projects and other long-term debt is oullined in the following section. otablc 
within the FY2020 are three main initiatives that are Capital i11 nature by definition, although require a funding 
program other than lhe above Pay-As-You-Go annual program. The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) 
approved five-year School Construction Program stipports improvement to ho~ the Melrose Elementary tmd Lawn 
Avenue Middle School facil.itiesJepresenting the large t of such programs amounting, 10 $5 .9 mill ion in a non-taxable 
bond authori7...ation and an additional $93 5 7 JO in annual Pay-As-You-Go capital funding to be invested between 
FY2019- Y2023. with the overan project totaling, $6,835, 71 0. 

The second major FY2020 initiative involves the replacement of the aging Golf Course Clubhouse facility with a 
bond authorization of $2,9 million 10 tax~ble bonds over a 20-year period. This issuance and project timing are 
anticipated to allow for one interest (only) payment in FY2020 amounting to approximately $SJ 95833 using a 
placeholder for a rate al 4.3% based on existing market conditions. For the remainder of the 20-yea:r period. the 
annual debt service obligation fluctuates between $214*000 - $219,000, including principle and interest. 

The third commitment includes funding to address heavy equipment replacement needs over a 7-year payback period, 
totaling $925,000 in acquisition costs and an additional $85,000 in interest costs, with annual expenditure totaling 
between, $142,000 - $147,000. This note will allow the town to acquire a, A) 3-5 ton roller, B) 410 Backhoe, C) 
Bucket Truck, D) (two) -Freight Dump Trucks (6-wheel) with Plows~ E) 1-Ton dump truck with plow, F) Heavy 
Duty Pickup with Plow, G) Enclosed Building Maintenance and Project Trailer and a H) new compactor trailer for 
the transfer station to haul waste to the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Facility in Johnston. 

A summary of the FY 2019-2020 Capital Program provided below, reflects the main department areas involving 
annual capital outlays and combines the remaining departments in lesser need of annual capital funds into the catego.ry 
of General Municipal Programs. The totals in this summary separate·the School Program from the Towns Municipal 
Program. The combined Town/School Capital Program is recommended to decline by ($42 950) or -3.77% in 
providing for an overall CapitalProgram totaling $1,095,075. a reduction from $1,138,025 in the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year. As indicated in prior budget documents, the municipal program peaked in investment in FY2015 with funding 
of $1,407,000 when the Town incurred less debt -and has remained in slow decline since that time as planned in 
concert with the Towns acquisition of long-term debt to address several large-scale projects. 

Capihtl Program 201,5-2016 '2016-2017 
(Paya Otl (;II} nnual Progr,11m Adtt11tcd dopted 
General Muuicipal Program $189.000 '249,5()(1 
Public Safely 151,000 144000 

(Police/Fire/EMS) 
Public Work · 770,000 685,000 
Senior Services 25.000 20.000 

Parks and Recreation 105,000 115,000 
1 

m 

-4.69% 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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2017-'2018 
dopled 

360.000 
164.000 

440,000 
15.000 

145,000 
J,124,000 
$107 675 

$1,231,675 
-7.58% 

i018-l(tl9 2()1-9-20211 In ,n:Jt., cl 
Adopted ProPCl ed ( , er1:tt ) 

$212,500 . l 6J,()(J0 ($49,5ll0) 
183,700 123.920 (S:59.7R0l 

47.5,000 365,000 ($110.000) 
20.000 20,000 0 
80.000 90,000 $10,000 

$761,920 (5209.280) 
166,825 $333155 $166.330 

$1,138025 SlO 075 1$42.9!-0) 

-7.60% -3.77% 
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The municipal program during the past several years has also relied heavily on tate/Federal and private grant funds 
to offset capital need, where Local funds were previsouly required. In the previou three years the Town has secured 
approximatley $2 million in grant funding that has been utilized lo o.ff-.-set capital funding need in various project<; 
throughout the communit . 

CapitaJJmprovement Program Annual Apprqpriations FY20J2 - 2020 (Pay-Ar You-Go) 

$1,AQ,MO 

$1,,MIQ,Nlt 

$1 Bll)IOa 

$1,R,MO 

$DADD 

$al>.1111D 
$4GD.IIIID 

$ZIIO,UDD 

$0 

~02,555 932,840 .~1 2SZ,216 Sl,407 000 1,240,000 SJ.213,500 Sl,124,000 S971 2-00 $761,910 
F\'ZOJ2 f\'2013 F\'2014 F\'20JS FYl016 ti\'2017 FY:ZOlll FY201.9 F\'2020 

$1 ?5J zt li $\2,IC!,CIOO $1ZJ"91! 
• $l,1M,CIID 

$IIIZ.555 
$!m.2IIO 

$761.9lD 

fT2IIIU FYJilU Fflllll5 F'l2IU& nmo FTml 

B. Debt Service 

The below list of long-term debt is inclusive of all Bond Issuances that remain outstanding as of June 30 2018. As 
indicated, the remaining General Obligation Bonds Payable total $8,875.783 minus the Issuance Bond Premiums 
totaling $525,583 leaving a Total Bonded Debt totaJ of $8,350 200. 

Datc·.<~'f Dale of 
Issuance Malurily 

Purpose 

General Obligation Bonds 
General Obli~tion.Bond 6/ 15/2008 6/15/2018 

General Obligatlon llond 11/3/2016 l l/1/2036 
l.,andfill Closure Bonds 8/ 15/2013 1211/2023 
Refunding Bonds 8/15/2013 12/112023 
Refunding Bonds 5/5/2016 4/1/2033 
Tssuance Premium.11 on Bonds 
Total General Obli2ation Bonds Pavable 

Capital Lease FY2017 FY2023 

Municipal Solar Projects FY2020 Non-Taxable 
(New) Capital Lease FY2020 FY2020 Non-taxabk 

Golf Course FY2020 FY2020 Taxable 

School Construction FY2020 FY2020 Non-taxable 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

A ulhoriz.ed' Maturities 'Out.'i4tncling lmeresl 
·and ls-sued During 30-Jun-18 Paid 

Y .ar · 

$4.900.000 255.000 $0 15 00 

2 500.000 '140,000 $2,J 0,000 . 55,550 
$1 000,000 SI00,000 S600,002 $16 590 
$1 ,483,175 $244,792 $725 198 18,038 
$4,830.000 $165 000 $4 665,000 $133,050 

$17,398 $525,583 
S14,713,175 $9.22.190 58.875,183 $'238,528 

$81,000 $434,000 $9,258 

S500,000 $6,875 so so 
$925,000 $145,813 so $0 

$2 ()QQ 000 51958 $0 so 
$5.600,0M $163,000 so so 
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The Town fimctions under a Legal Debt Margin of 3% of the tot.al net taxable assessed value of $2,328,404,977 
billion at the conclusion of FY 2018, after exemption adjustments. This results in a Debt Limit of$68,544,344, 
recogni7.ed Total Bonded Debt of $8,350,200 and a Legal Debt Margin of $60, I 94,144. 

Leg~ Debt Mu gtn 

Grossed }¼~ssed Value 
I ,e. s: e emption. :llnd 0dj11s:tmenti; 

Total ·«Tu blc.Asscsscd \ 'alnc 

Debt Limit - 3 percent ot total assessed ·al 1e: 

Total Bonded llcbt llli■ 

1 .40-1.97 
' 4:-1,. 9:i ,'Hl:l 

$2 "84 ,811 ,4 iS 

$68_ .t4,J44 

With voter approval in 2018 of the $5.9 million jn ScJ1ool Construction Bonds, $2.9 million in taxable Golf Course 
Clubhouse Bonds and the $1 milJjon in Library Rehabilitation Bonds, it is aatici-pated that a gr~ter percentage of the 
Towns total bonded debt will begin to increase with a pattial issuance in FY2020. lh addition to1h.is totaL is-proposed 
a $925 000- ?.,.year borrowing. to acquire a series of replacement heavy equipment and a similar short-term Note for 
$500 000 to install photovoltaic roof-top systems at four munfoipal buildings that had been previously authorized by 
the Town Council. Anolhor major influence on the Towns total indebtednes al any one time is the retirement of 
long-term debt. The last school bond to have been issued for the Melrose School is set to be retired and removed 
from the debt schedule in FY2020-2021 with an anticipated expense of $238 140 in FY2021 a capit&I equipment 
lease being retired in FY2022-2023 of $69,031 and deb1 service for the landfill closure being retired in FY2023-
2024 amounting to $10 l ,500. 

fOWN Of JAMESTOW, 
- - -

SUMMARYDEB'fStHEDULt -PRINCIPAL 
MATI'RES 2QI Bl2P19 I ZOJ9/20U, I 20Wl02'1 I 2021/M2 I 2022!2fl2J I 2023/lOU 

SCHOOL BONDS- PRINCIPAL 
Sl,355,000 refinanced 2021 249,900 

Jnterest 13,813 
TO'fAlSCHOOl BONDS $263,718 
GENERAL OBUGATJONS-PRJNCLPAL 
Equipment Lease 2023 63,047 

Interest 6,125 
Landfill 2014 100,000 

lnleresl 14,500 

TOTAL TOWN BONDS $183,672 
RETIRED TOWN BONDS 

FY20 l 9-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

i4o,roo 
8,28l 

S248.381 

64,566 
4,888 

100,000 
12,500 

5181.954 

235,200 
2,94-0 

S238,l40 so so SU 

66,085 67,604 68,364 
3,61A 1,318 667 

100.000 .too ooo 100,000 100,000 
10,250 7,500 4.500 1,500 

5179,949 5177.423 'Sl73.531 SlOLSOO 
$238,140 $69,031 S101.500 

Out tanding 
halgnce 11, of 

6fJO .01i 

, 
S969,992 

S995,03J 

S39l,194 . 
$11.487 

• $700 000 
• S36,2S0 

$1.159.556 
S408,67J 
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C. Revenue Progr,am 

The Town has a limited commercial tax base consisting of approximately 2.52 % of the gro s assessed Real Property 
tax base in the community. This includes aJI real and tangible property and with the general stabilization of state aid 
and alternate revenues Lhe Town has continued to rely heavily on the residential property tax to meet its revenu 
objectives in support of the operating budget and capital program funding requirements. The residential base is 

anticipated to make up a litUe more than 94.57% of the overall gross role value with Tangible Personal propeny and 
the Motor Vehicle tax making up the remajuin•g balance of approximately 2.92%. The Town does receive revenue 
from pass-through sources local revenues and state aid that fund a portion of municipal and school expenditures. 

Gross Assessed Value Dec. 2018 Percentage 
Real Propeny Residential $2,543,404,009 94.57%' 
Real Property - Commllnd./Mixed Use $67651.700 2.52% 

otor Vehicles (Max. Taxable Value) $63 652,919 2.37% 
angible Personal Property $14,720,317 0.55%1 

Gross Assessed Value Real & Tangible Property $2,689,4.28,945 100.00% 

Net Assessed Value Dec. 2018 Percentage 
Real Property - Residential $2 529,360,414 95.54%j 
Real Property - Cornmerdal/lnd.l Mixed Use 67.363,565 2.54% 

Molor Vehicles 35.946,508 1.36% 
Tangi'ble Personal ProEcrty 14,720,317 0.56%1 

Total Net Assessed Valu~ Rftl & Tangible $2,647,390,804 100.00% 

State Aid Reimbursement Program 

State Library Aid: li j anticipated that the State will provid approximately $104 748 in gcncraJ Library Aid in 
FY2020 a reduction of ($ 18,968) from $126 828 in FY2019. This genera) a.id revenue source has been steadily 
increasing in recent year • although it had been determined by the Office of Library and Information Services (OLJS) 
that the aid calculation had been based on faulty information in recent years. The more significant adjustment being 
made in FY2020 is in direct relation to a corrective adjustment lo the annual maintenance of effort and a.id 
formulation. TI1e municipality has I.he discretion to distribute funds to the library or libraries it designates as Lhe 
provider of library services in that communjty in accordance with the municipality' application for Grant-in Aid 
(GIA). A municipality to be eligible for GIA Funds must at a minimum, "level fund" their library at an amount equal 
to or greater than the preceding year and comply with the "Minimum Standards for Rhode Island Public Libraries", 
as set forth in regulations by (OLIS). 

Motor Vebide Excise Tax Phase-Out As previously noted, the General Assembly instituted a $500 per vehicle 
value credit in the FY2012-2013 adopted budget. Funding of $22,334 is anticipated in FY 2019-2020, stable with 
the credit realized in FY2018-2019. The second year of the Phase-out realized a total of $76,843, an increase of 
$26,988 from the reimbursement of $49,855 in FY2017-2018. The Third year of the phase-out is scheduled to 
increase by $8,401 to the new total of$85,244. It remains too early in the legislative session to project what the third 
year will generate as a total reimbursement as there are already questions being raised as to the States ability to remain 
on-schedule with this next phase of reimbursements. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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State Reve·nues 2014-2015 2015-2016 201,6-2017 2017-2018- 2018-2019 2019-2020 Increase/ 
Actual sed (Decrease) 

Stale Library Aid $87,697 7118 ($18,%8} 

Motor Vehicle Reimbursement 22,069 23 683 22,042 22,042 22 334 22334 $0 

Public Serv. Corp. Tax 73.464 67,867 67.109 70,066 68,263 6S.~37 $674 
Hotel Tax 10,562 9,409 29,384 24,436 25,679 :!.ll. 14 $2,635 

Meals and Beverage Tax 91,632 83,545 101,816 103;996" 106,233 ($11.Ml8J 

25,703 0 0 0 0 0 
ubtotal- Aid to Town 11 ,127 $272,20) $308,048 $347, 68 

Educatron Aid S499t120 $489.SJS $543,376 $540,644 

Total State Aki $810,247 $761.736 $851.424 S888t012 

Pass-Through Aid Programs 

Public Service Corporations Tax: The tangible personal property of ·cabJe. telegraph, and telecommunications 
corporations are exempted from local taxation, although not from Lax.ation from the State. Funds collected from the 
State from this tax are distributed lo cities and towns on the basis of a ratio of the town population to the population 
of the state as a whole. For the FY 2019-2020 fiscal year, the Town is projecting funding in the amount of $68,937, 
resulting in a slight increase of$ 674 over the FY2019 totaJ of $68,263. 

Meals and Beverage Tax: The Stale meal tax by the General Assembly i11 2003 when it was increased by 1% on 
the sale of all prepared foods and meals served by an food service provider. Receipts from this l % tax are coUected 
by the State Division of Taxation and transferred back to the municipality in which the meals and beverages where 
delivered. This tax is projected to remain stable orslightJy decrease in FY2020 from $29.7 million in FY2019. It is 
e_stimated that the Town will receive $93,415 during FY2020 a decrease of ($12,818) over the FY20J 9 total of 
$106,233. 

Hotel Tax; In 1986 lhe General Assembly enacted the Hotel ·ax, a five-percent (5%) tax upon tl1e total charge for 
occupancy of any space furnished by any hotel of the state. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the revenues generated 
from the five-percent (5%) tax are distributed to the municipalitjes where the individual hotels are located. lo 2004. 
the General As embly enacted a one-percent (1%) gross receipts tax on the lotal occupancy charge. The ta. es are 
c-0llccted by the Division of Taxation and distributed al least quarterly to the city or town ~here the hot 1 is located. 
111 FY 2019-2020, $11 .2 million is estimated to be generated from this tax. on a state-wide basis, an increase from 
$10.9 million in FY2019. In a comparison between November 2018 and November 2017 collections, Jamestown 
realized a 24.8% im,-rease in activity resulting from a significant increase in Hosting Platfonn and Room Re eller· 
increase in reporting. 1 is anticipated that the Tov.'11 wiJI receive $28,3J4 in FY2020, an increase from FY2019 of 
$2 635. 

D. Local Program Generated Revenues 

Revenues from local sources that are non-property tax related are projected to generate $2,225,000 or 8.74% of the 
total municipal budget. The sources of this funding are outlined in the below listing: The three areas of greatest 
impact as reflected in the above chart, indicate proposed increases in revenue in the Town Clerks office, Building 
Inspection, Transfer Station and unassigned fund balance transfer. This shift in revenue will provide for an additional 

FY2019~2-020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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$242 000 in support for generaJ operations. earlier in the budgi t proc ss. a pha e-out of the tran fer of th remaining 
$50 000 in revenue gellerated by the Golf Course annual lease had been planned. These funds had been scheduled 
to be redirected for the ne ·ts :veral years to upport necessary capital improvemems on the course property, along 
with an additional $100.000 that had already been transferred for this purpose. Thi work is planned to be perfonned 
in concert with improvements b ing pro ided by the Course Opera10T, for decades the normal operating procedure 
was to transfet the lea e amount of $150 000 into the Genernl Fund as a re enue source to underwrite expendihires 
and limit tax exposure. Due to a higher than anticipated e penditure program in FY2020. ii is no being 
recommended that the $50 000 remain as a re enue source in the FY2020 budget program to support General Fund 
operations, for at least several more years. l11e ther major i nf1 ueaces on Town R venue proposed in FY 2020 rci1ccts 
an increase in d1e Unassigned Fund Balance Transferof$100 000 for Capital Proj els, increasing the overal l transfer 
total from $300.000 in FY 2019 to $400,000 in r 2020 and significant growth of $85,000 in Building lnspeclion 
and $35,000 in recording tees in the Town Clerks office due to the very active real estate market 

Town Revenue. 2 15-2016 2016-20 7 20 ,~~o s 2018-2019 2019-2020 Increase/ 
~dopted Adopted A!lopted Adopted l'rop@.Sed (l>ttr~a cJ 

TO\\UClcrk $300,000 SlOP,000 $300.000 300,000 335,000 $3:'i.000 
Bµbdiog fnSpcet mo 150,000 l 50,()00 150,000 150,000 235.000 SS:'i.000 
Parks and Recreation 475,000 475,000 475,000 510,000 510,000 so 
Dog Fines 5,000 5,000 5.000 5,000 5,000 0 
Finance Revc.ouc::,; 85,000 5,000 85,000 85.000 8 ,000 (I 

GolfC'= 150.000 150.000 150,000 50,000 50,000 so 
Ambul11J1ce Receipls 186,000 1861000 1116,00(> 185,000 185~000 0 
Transfer Station F'ccs 125,000 125,000 150 000 150,000 170,000 ~o.ooo 
Alarms • Rcsidnetial Fire/Police Fees 8.000 8.000 8,000 ,000 10.000 $2,000 
JU l'umplke and Bridge Aulhority 29,000 29,500 30,000 30,000 30,000 0 
Rl Trusl TOPS Dividend 15,550 16,000 25,0UU 25,U00 25,000 0 
1-!arbOJ Management - Yr. 3 eaw·,1JI 60.000 61 805 0 0 0 so 
~und Bawnce TnmHer 150.000 150,000 150,000 150,000 0 -$150,000 
Fund Balance Transfer for ProjecL~ 0 0 100.000 150,0UO 400,000 $2.'iOIOOO 

&d>-UJUd Tnwn Revenu.l! Sl 738 SO l,7,11.JO 51.111.yJ()O I 98.000 $2040000 S.242,000 

ln General Revenue it is anti ipatcd that with an improving market that interest rates wiU pro ide for the first siza le 
growth i11 investment income in some time, resulting i1\ an increase of '50,000 or 42.86% and the new projeclion of 
$85,000 in FY2020, a significant increase from the prior balance o $35,000 in FY20 l9. [n Year J of the Motor 
VebicJe Phase-out Program and higher than anticipated revenues in FY2019 we feel confident that an increase of 
$42,500 or total of $495.657 can be achieved in FY2020. 

Gei,.eral Reyenue '2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-,2019 2019:-2020 Increase/ 
Adopted Adopted A:dopted Adopted PropOs-ed (Oe<'rcasc) 

Interest on Late Ta: Payments $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100.000 $"100 000 $0 
lnves.tment lncome 3 .000 35,000 35,000 35,000 85,000 $50,000 

Motor Vehicle Phase ou1 490,000 515,000 530,000 495,657 $42 500 

uh-total General Reven11e 625 00(1 650.000 $665.000 $680,657 $92,500 
Total Local Revenue S2J63,550 S2,391~05 ,479,000 2.720. 5? 34.500 

Total L cal Revenue in FY2020. is e:p cted to generate $2 720,657, a projected incrca e of $334 500 or 14.02% 
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School Department Revenue 

The School Department i.s anticipating an iucrea e in revenue of $60,538 or 5.34% during the liscal year. This 
increase can be mainly attributed to Lhe School Departments deci ion to increase the transfer of re erve funds for 
capital program purp ses of$ I 66 330 with slight increases m Grant Re enue and Utrition .. ales. Traditionally when 
funds where ava ilable in prior years. the School Department would raosfer a portion of the Fund Balance Reserve to 
address OPEB and Capital Program expenses. although tl1i year, the 1,;apital transfer has doubled in a.omunt 10 

$333. I 55. thus prompting a reduction in the recommended OPEB transfer to $100,000. 

School Department Revenue 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-201& 2018-2019 2019-2020 l ncreue/ "Percentage 
Adopted Adopt~d Adopted Adopted Proposed (Decrea e) JncJDec. 

Preschoal foition $4:',200 "4 .000 $50,000 55,000 $55,000 (l 

Medicaid Rcimbl.llSCmcnt IU0.000 I00.000 125,000 130,000 130,000 $0 
Miscellaneous 0 0 0 1.000 1,000 $0 
Rental lncomc 2.000 f,000 1,000 0 0 0 
Tram-porlat ion, Fee 2,500 0 0 0 0 $0 
ImpactAiJ 65 000 75,000 90.000 95.000 95,(}()0 0 
Grant Re enue ) 18.SS0 412.413 405.496 328.576 346.282 $17,706 5. 9% 
Nutilion le · and Reimbursements 139,9:SO 145,450 145,450 130,6 0 35,500 27.17% 
Transfer - Fund Balnnce To OP EB· 272.769 240,957 200.000 22S 848 ($ 11:5.IMXl -!i~.n"o 
Trao:dcr • Fund Balanc To Capi1al 111200 9'.l 000 91 .700 150.000 139.105 92.74% 
Transfer• Fund Ral1mre To Egul12mcn1 27,160 20,000 15,975 16,82:5 161.81% 
Total Local Revenues · 1.082.32,9 ' 1.132,820 J, l:!4621 $1132,899 

The chart below depicts the Tov n Contribution to the chool Budget Program on a li caJ year basi since FY2005. 
The av rage transfer during thi sixteen-year p riod wa $ I 0,915.392 wjth the median at $11 398,023 and reflect 
average increases of $218.366 or 2. 13% during this pta"iod. During the ven-year peri d beginning in FY2010 and 
cn<.ling ill FY2() 16, Lili contribution averaged $ l l ,098,243 anJ reflc led av ra0 e decreas~~ of ($64 682). Since 
FV2017, Lhc Town contribution has averaged $1l,542626 with an average increase of$405A79 orJ.6%. hi h as 
similar to a prior tour-year eries spanning f'Y2006 - FY2009. that sustained annual a ern.ge increases of $526.589 
orS.38%. · 

Town Transfer to School D partmcot 

F iae•I 
'Year 
FY:2005 
FY2006 
P Y2007 
FY2008 
FY2009 
FY2.(110 
FY20Jl 
FY2012 
FY2013 
FY2014 
FY20JS· 
FY2016 
PY20J7 
FY2018 
FY2019 
FY2020 

A vorago 

T own 
Coatribudoa 

S.9.057.3TI 
9,765.866 

10, 156.528 
10,644,577 
11, 163,727 
11,:264,373 
11 , 176,034 . 
11,398,023 
11,398,023 
! 1,080,987 
10,659,308 
10,710,9·50 
10,975,649. 
U,196,365 
l 1,665,624. 
12,332,867 

$ 10,915,392 
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$708 ,495 
390,662 
488,049 
519, 150 
100,646 
(S:'r •3•>1 

221,.989 
0 

i 117 .. 0~h) ,.i_ I (,7•l1 

Sl ,642 
264,699 
220,?16 
469,259 
667,243 

$218,366 

7 .82% 
4.00% 
4.81% 
4 -.88o/<> 
0 .9,00/4 
() 7~u,, 

1.99% 
0.00% 
.. 78°,, 

0.48% 
2 .47% 
2.01% 
4.1.9o/o 
5.72% 

2 .13% 

25 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 93 of 243

E. Fund Balance Revenue Transfers 

For se eral years the Town has allocated a $150 000 transfer from the Unassigned Fund Balance in offsetting a 
portion of one-time. capital expenditures. fn FY 2013-2014 the Town utilized the larger amount of $212 697 from its 
Fund Balance to addre s specific project needs. In the 2017-2018 fiscal year. due to a favorable Unassigned Reserve. 
tl1is amow1t was increased to $250,000 and in FY 2018-2019 it was increased to $300,000. In FY2019-2020 a transfer 
of $400,000 is recommended. 

Unassigned funds forwarded to the General Fund are targeted either to meet one-time capital costs or to reduce the 
need for property tax support of the general fund operating program. Fundfog used to meet operating expenses is 
considered a base revenue since it must be provided on an annual basis or the property tax need in the following 
year will have to increase in direct proportion to the reduction in unassigned funding support. Funding.of one-time 
capital projects docs not have the same effect since there are no recurring program expenses. 

In establishing the level of unassigned fund balance in the general fund, the ational Advisory Council on State and 
Local Budgeting recommends a community should consider a variety of factors, includJng: 

• The predict.abjlity of its revenues and the voJatility of its expenditures (i.e. higher levels of tmrestrictcd 
fund balance may be needed if significant revenue sources are subject to unpredictable fluctuations or if 
operating expenditw·es are highly volatile); 

• rts perceived exposure to significant one-time outlays (e.g. disasters, immediate capital needs, tare aid 
fluctuations) 

Delenniaation of an appropriate fund balance is an important factor in Town financial planning and budgeting 
proces es, as part of the budget process fund balance utilization/preservation must be: 

• An amount to be retained for working cash needs, recognizing that the working cash fund serves as 
district1s contingency or ''rainy day11 fund. 

• An amount to be used to fund expenditures of the next fiscal period (balance forward) , recognizing that if 
used for recurring expenditures, future budget decisions wiJJ revolve around finding resources to continue 
funding these expenditures. 

Ultimately, the Unassigned Fund is used in maintaining a prudent Jevel of financial resources to prot~t against 
reducing service levels or raising taxes and fees because of temporary revenue shortfall or unpredicted one-time 
expenditures. 

An outline of the Town's Unassigned Fund Balance proposed transfers is provided below: 

fuotl .Balante Tr~nsfers. 201 .201,, 

llllil 
Fund Balance $150,000 
Fund Balance ransfer for Projects 0 
Total l'und Balance T.-ansters. $150,000 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

2"16-2017 
Actual 
$150 000 

0 
$150,000 

2011-101, 2018-201\1 
Jopted doptcd 
$150 000 $150 000 

IM,000 150,0tlO 
Sl!i0,000 $300,000 

2019-2020' Jncrcase/ 
Propose<I (OcneaseJ 

0 ($1:>0.000) 
400,000 $250,000 

"S4 o.ouo $100,000 
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Unassigned Fu.nd Balance Comparison Property Taxation 

ln 2009, lhe Governm ntal Finance Officers As ociation i ued a ue guideline regarding the appropriate level of 
Unrestricted Fund Balance in the General Fund tha1 is recommended generalJy for a municipality. In this 
recommendation a minimum total was cited that a community should maintain for general government purpose , 
regardle s of community size to be maintained in au unrestrfoted re erve in the generaJ fitnd. Th~ unrestricted erv 
should a111ount lo, no le s than two montlis of regular general fund operating revenues r general fund operating 
expenditures of 16.67%. At the end of the 20 17-2018 fiscal year, the audited general fund unas ·igned fund balance 
wa $5 149,353 which qualed 21.60% of the total general fund budgeted expenditure inFY2018-2019. The School 
Departme11t does not recogni,..e a balance of unassigned fund , although the total in the committed line for ducational 
Fund · totaling $288,443 and th $325,000 remaining in the Po!lt Employment HcaUhcare line which has not been 
transferred to the Jrrevocable rust remaln available for allocation, if neces aiy. Thes figures or 613.443 when 
combined with the Town balanc_c of$5,14 ,353 totals $5 762 796 or24.J3%. 

F'und BAiance Change. 
FYll-18 

Town 6131.1/201 I 6/311/20l2 61311/201] 61301l014 6/30(201 6/30/2016 6/30/2017 6130/2018 
RcstJT'Ycd $940.646 650,979 $902.27:l 712,566 $724248 $879.317 $1.061180 , 1.116.362 .$175,716 
IJ11rescrved 3 787,541 3,929.992 3,5&5,filB J.767,14 4,159.484 $4,60 ,20J . 5,UIQ.584 $5,149,353 IJ6J.812 

$4,728,187 $4,580,971 $4,487,.901 $4-,479,811 $4,883,732 $5,487,518 $6,071,864 6.265.715 $1,537,528 

i■ FB 1$M7216J ci93.1}7m CSS.090) MU3,921 $603,786 $584,346 $!93,8 I 
ewr Avg. htd(dec.) $219,647 

6/J0JlOJJ /J0/2012 o/Jll/2(l1J 6FJll/?0l4 3012015 613012016 6/3012017 6130/2018 
R· ·crvcd $4%,453 399,611 1.lm.729 $2,.331 .702 $2.288.19 $2130. 9 Sl,905.083 l.6S6,5fi5 
llnresmed . I.S 15,365 S 1.964,205 $I, 130.399 $847,318 $63954~ 0 0 
S1btotal Sc"ools $2,011,818 $2,363,816 $2,953,128 $3,179,020 $2,927,743 $2,2-80,595 $1,905,083 $1 .656.565 

'°':V& Cba•g~ in FB $351;998 $589,312 $225,892 I ? 1,2771 1tM7.14M) 375512) l 248.5181 
From Prior Ve:rr Avg. ncJ(dec.) 

FOND BALANCES, G~eral 
As of J une JO, 20.1.8 Fund 
No,,spen.dabler 
Inventories $18,091 
Pn::paids $194,856 

R f§·tric(ed {or : 
EducatiQnal Programs. $0 

Cgm nziqed [or: 
2018 budget ope,:atioos $'.)00,000 
Capital Programs $6 
(O PEB) Posa E mployment Hcalthc~ $0 
C ompensated Absences $603.4 15 

Assigned (or: 
Public Safuty $0 
Public Works $0 
Rccn.>ation $0 
Public Welfare $0 

Clnasslg_ned: SS,149~ 53 
Total Fu.nd Balances 56,26!5,715 
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($50,750 

School OtberGASB Total Gov't 
Fund 54 Fu.ads F unds 

so $0 $ 18.091 
so $0 $W4.8 56 

$288,443 $0 $288,443 

$225,848 $0 $525~848 
$166 825 $0 $ 166,825 
$650.000 $0 $650.000 
$325,449 so. $928,864 

$0 $53 964 SS3.964 
$0 $4,794 $4,794 
$0 $226.674 $226,674 
·so $74.268 $74.268 
$0 i:li l'Z ,3?01 $5!137i033 

Sl.,656,565 " $347,.380 $8,269,6(;0 

Q 

18.68% 
35.9 '¾ 
32.52¾ 

27 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 95 of 243

The balance of the revenues necessary to support the Town's $25.4 mil1ion budget is derived from local property and 
motor vehicle taxes. As reflected in the spreadsheet below. a Lax levy of$20.589.596 is proposed for FY 2019-2020. 

Pro11erlyTax Levy Hi.story 
doptcd A,dopted dop1cd Adopted dopted Proposed 

fY2014-IS FYi0IS-16 FY2016-17 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 ln1;J (dec.J % Average 

$18,433,757 518,483,757 $18,686,186 Sl&,847.145 $19,225,608 $19,798,808 S20,589",s96 S790,788 3.99% ,. S19,2?1,ltS0 
~ /(Jee.) SO $202,429 $160,959 $378,463 $573,200 $790,788 $350,973 

As noted above, it is proposed that the property Lax levy growth generated in FY 2019-2020 be I imited to 3 9% or 
$790,788 more than the current year levy. The ~1ate enactment of the '2006 Senate Bill-3050 ub A, resulted in a 
reduction from the prior 5.5% cap on annual property tax growth in all cities and towns to a limit of 4%. These 
amendments revised the tax cap to apply only to the prior year levy beginning in FY 2007-2008 and reduced the cap 
to a maximum 4% annual levy increase in FY 20l2-2013 by lowering the cap in .25% increments. 

Under the 4% cap requirements, the maximum ta levy increase the Town could have sought via an internal review 
of the current FY2019 levy totaled $20,590 760 or an increase of $791,952. Tlte State of Rhode Island does afford 
Cities and Tov.'Ds the abitity to utilize the total amount noted on the Tax Role Certification in the calculation of the 
Tax.Levy limit. rn FY2019 for the 2017 Certified Tax Role, an amount equal to $20,032,352 was recogruzed by the 
State in this calcalatioJl, allowing for a maximum Levy increase in FY2020 of $80 l.294 or a totaJ of $20,833 646. 
The proposed Tax Levy for FY2020 in accordance with the Statutory Cap requirements reflects an increase $790 788 
totaling $20,589,596 an amount $244,050 below the statutory ta, cap or an increase of2.78%. 

F. Gener.ii Fund Expenditure Statement 

A summary of the proposed General Fund Expenditure Statement is pro ided below. This Functi<mal Distribution 
impacting operations indicates a $253,897 or 2.98% increase in Operating Program expenditures and a $95 I .926 or 
6.98% increase in other major cost centers for the 2019-2020 fiscal year. Th total functionaJ impact reflects a 
combined increase of $1,205 823 or a 5.44% from tbepresent2019 fiscal year. 

G ncral l,'luna f!unct.ion11I 
Distribution lOl!i-2016 2016-201 7 

nuaJ ct,,al 
General Admims1rnho11 2.82J.J63 $2..917.201 
Police/Animal ConJ:rol/EMA 1.612.1140' 1.728.746 
F1rc/EMS 787,9J 7 7S4, 13-S 
.l>ubll_c Works 1,723,689 1,896,771 
Ptuk'S und Rccn:ation S02.782 SOJ.368 
Se.,,ior eiv,ces Progr.un 71,882 73.493 
Ubrarv 407,382. 432 ,018 
Publi<:0 Wei fan,/l-1,:alili 20.464 16.SOO 
Gpen.tiua Pro&n.m -Total $7~'8.119 $8.,320,232 

D<.."ht Ser ... ac.:: 863.637 818,99S 
School Deht !krv,ct: 2.'>8,6()5 262,6117 
Capital P1'0{trmn 1,283,$00 1,213, SOO 
School . 11pital I 8,360 119,245 
School Fund 'I ronsfer 10,710,950 I0,97S,649 
Cost Center Total SJ3,275.,052 $13,390,036 

Fanclional Dlslribadoa Total $21,223,171 $21,710,268 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

2017•liH8 
~dopted 

$2,943,169 
1.741,RB 

n4,035 
l.956,098 

S22,a&1 
73 ,644 

473.256 
31..SOO 

S8,5J6,412 

949.260 
202.,20 

t,124,000 
107.675 

11,196,365 
.SU,640,_210 

$22,156,632 

I ncreasc Over 
2018-201!1 201!)-2020 (under! lnc-./i Det. 
Adopt d rn1posed dopled Budgci Pcn:cot 
$3,l20,617 S3,187,8Q3 $67,2.76 2.29"/4 

l,819,860 1,87 1,804 SSl .944 2-98% 
7\16,63S 813 ,0?-5 $76,390 9.87% 

1,9n,499 2.001.845 30,346 I 55¾ 
531.,243 542,440 Sll,l9'T 2 . 14% 
102.620 U 6,978 $34,3S8 46,65¾ 
-183.495 46S.l!SJ ($17,614) -3 72% 
31,500 :n .soo $0 0 .00% 

$8.._857,469 S9.JJI,366 $'253,897 2.98o/o 

951,397 1, 1:J I ,•150 <;JStl,05.'.l 18 97% 
263.081 411 ,381 $1411,)00 56 400/4 
\l'll,2.00 761,200 1$2 hi 110111 - Ill t.,8% 
166,1125 333,.SS $166,.330 134 47% 

I 1,G6S,624 12,332,867 S667,243 596% 

$14,018,127 14,97(1.053 S951,926 6.98'¼/ 

S22,875,596 S24.08.1.4 l 9 Sl,205,823 5.44% 
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A detailed summary of the General Fund Operating Program is presented on the following pages. The General 
Administration cost element identifies all budget program costs assocfated with the General Management of the 
overall municipal program. Planning, Zoning, Personnel, Finance, Policy Deve)opment1 Legal Service , Elections, 
Meetings and Referendums. The major cost drjvers in the coming year include proposed adju tments to the Schoo) 
Department, Fire/EMS Program, Senfor Servtce Department, and in scheduled Debt Service. 

Jn the General Administration categories, the most sjgnificant increase is reflected in the Per onnel line item. This. 
expendilure Jine is maintaine<I as a placeholder for various compensation adjustments that may be required in the 
coming year. It is anticipated that adjustments will be required based on the outcome of the negotiation of two 
collective bargaining agreements in the coming months, includfog NAGE 68 & NAGE 69. as wcU as any 
compensation-based adjustments extended to the non-union employees of the Town. The Police bargaimng unit 
agreement remains in effect th.rough the end of FY2020. The NAGE agreements expire on June 30, 2019 and 
preliminary communication has occurred regarding the schedilling of upcoming discussions on both agreements. A 
sil.able reduction in the Finance Department of ($45 500) is also reflected due to a repositionin_g of a portion of the 
lnfonnation Technology support in other areas within the budget program. 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 Increase/ 
Actual Actual Adopted Proposed , I ere~, 

General Admin.lstration 
Town Council $15.925 $13 .850 $)5,800 $15,lJ0O $0 

Town Administrator 193,861 196.610 205;833 205,833 $t 
Probate Coun. 6,933 6,588 7,098 7,098 $0 

Eleclion and Town Meetings 17084 13,210 16,100 15,000 1.100) 

Legal Counsel 95,000 l 14.835 115,000 115,000 $0 

Clerk and Records 196,378 191456 202,394 201,294 ($1,1001 

PIMning Department 131712 134,012 137,785 137,785 $0 
Zoning 8 700 7~76 9,500 11,500 $2,000 
Personnel 1,581,496 l,662,990 1,653,642 1,745,752 $921 LO 
Financ 245 431 255,595 256,766 21 li266 (. 4'\500) 
TaxAs essor 73,887 78,780 84.,312 88,178 . 3 R66 
Town Audit 22.000 18.395 22000 22,000 $0 
Jnfo1mation T~chnology 0 0 45,000 75,000 $30,000 
Protective crvicc/Building lnspections 281,738 285,406 287,187 294,187 $7,000 

Total General Administntlon $2,870,145 $2,979,703 $3,058,417 $3,]4'5,6~3 $87,276 · 

The Public Safety Program. includes the full ,complement of life safety · programs provi_ded in the community. 
Programs are managed under the direction of the Police Chtef and Jamestown Fire Departmertt~ Fite Chief and Deputy 
Chiefs. 

Enhancements to the Public Safety Police Program in FY2020 .include full staffing in the Police Department for the 
first time in several years.and related contractual costs including compensation, benefits, pension, accrued leave and 
retirement benefit costs. 
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2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 Increase/ 
Actual Actual Adopted Proposed 1 de rcaS<.· l 

PubJic Safe1, .Ptogram - .P-Olice Deearfment 
Police Protection $1,703,746 $1 ,797,615 $1,789,860 $1,843,304 $53444 
Emcig~cy Manageinelll S,000 6,189 7,500 7,500 $0 

Animal Controlffick Task Force 20.000 14918 22;500 21,000 (Sl.500) 

Total Public Safety Program • Police 51,728,746 $1,818,722 $1 819,860 $1,871,804 $51,944 
I II I I 

Enhancements co the Public Safety Fire/EMS Programs 1n FY2020 include a required slatas change for all 
compensated individuaJs within the department from that of a contractor with 1099 IRS status to a part/full time 
employee. This change will require the addition of specific FICA and possibly ·other pa)TOLI related cosls io the 
department. ln addition, in U1e EMS Division due to the inabiJity at times to secure a sufficient number of qualified 
votunteers to cover each shift, added funding has been allocated to provide the Division with the resources needed to 
adequately fill those shifts with paid ALS personnel, when needed. This funding will also support a recommended 
increase in hourly funding for per diem ALS personnel from $22.00 hr. to $24.00 hr. Other internal changes being 
considered for this depat1ment may add or subtract from the Departments overaU administrative costs during the year. 

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-202"0 Increase/ 
Actual Actual Adopted J>rQposed 1decreaseJ 

.Public Safe!2'. P.ro;ram - Fire Oe~rtment 
Fire Protection 356 665 377,451 383 140 ·405,866 27.,126 
Emergency Medical Services 398.130 396,759 4J3,495 467,159 .$53-,664 

- ~ 

Total Public Safety Prog~m - Fire $754,795 $774,210 $796,635 $873,025 $76,3"90 

The PubHc Works Program as outlined on the following page and includes all costs associated with the operation and 
maintenance of all Town infrastructure includfog roads, sidewalk, drains, dams, streel Lighting, waste removal, 
engineering services, snow removal, public buildings and maintenance, East & West Ferry common public areas and 
parking and waterfront, tree management and general supporl for various other mUJiicipaJ functions. The one 
.consistent cost ddver in this department relates to contractual matters pertaining to department personnel. 

2016-2017 
Actua1 

Public Works Program 
Adminisl.ralio-n $54.645 
Engineering 47.473 
Highway 915,748 
now Removal (roads and sidewalks) 77.000 

Waste Removal 417 509 
Street Ugbtmg 81 ,000 
,Other l'\lblic Works 2.100 
Public Buildings 26.5,500 
Tree Management Program 31,400 
Total Public Works Program $1,892,375 

11:11"/iw t tfist'1,t· lolill 
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2017-2018 
Actual 

$53,210 
49,909 

937,341 
76,174 

434 ,033 
66764 

1,268 
239,435 
34,335 

Sl,892,469 

2018-20)9 2019-2020 Increase/ 
Adopted Propo~e4 1dccrcas1;) 

$56,839 $56,839 $0 
52,404 53,404 $1,-000 

990.382. 1,008,728 $18,346 
77.000 77,000 $0 

444.224 453,224 $9,000 
67,500 67,500 $0 
2,100 2,100 $0 

247,000 247,000 $0 
34,050 36,050 $2,000. 

$1,971,499 $2,001,845 $30,346 
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The Town operates one municipal free Public Library. The Jamestown Philomenian Library is the location of all 
general management and Library support se1vices and is located on North Main Road in the Village. TI1e two areas 
impacting the proposed Library budget request for FY2020 reJate specifically to adjustments in the line items for 
lnfonnation Technology, Books and Periodicals and Insurance. he reduction was prompted by a loss of state aid 
resulting from a review of annual budgetary data provided for u e in tho annual grant-in-aid calculation. In future 
years this aid total should slowly increase based on stability in the application of the state formula and the aid 
process. 

201&:-201 7 2017-2018 2018-2019 20 19-2020 Increase/ 

Actual Actual Adopted Proposed 1dccreasc1 
Library Program 
Librarv Services Program $432,018 $473,531 $483,495 $465,881 
Total Library Services Program $432,018 $473,531 $483,495 $465,881 

'""""'"" mo · di1ton total 

The Parks, Bea<;hes and Recreation Program includes all municipal elements in suppCJ1t of generaJ recreation, 
community events for all ages, transportation, concerts, the Teen Center .and suppo1t for select adult and senior age 
prograuuriing. This program also oversees all Parks, Beaches and Public ROW management, including Fort Getty, 
Mackerel Cove, Heads Beach, Lawn Avenue Recreation Complex, Eldred Avenue Playfields, the Jamestown 
Playground Park Dock and many smaller landscaped sites throughout the community. These areas include the Town 
Hall, Library, Recreation Center Cemetery, Veterans Square East Ferry Police Station and other misceJJaneCius 
propenies. 

2016-2017 2017-20 18 20 18-2019 2019-2020 Increase/ 
Actual Actual Adopted Proposed (J~i:ri.-asc I 

Parks, Beach.es, Recreallon Prognun 
Parks, Benches-& Recreation Services Program $513,864 522,887 $5. 1,243 $542,440 $1J , l97 
Total Puks, Beadles, and Recreation $513,864 $522,887 $531,243 $542,440 $11 ,197 

""n.dl" n1u1• dl u,n totu.l. 

The Senior Program has undergone significant change in recent years. The major budget changes recommended for 
this year ret1ect a further e>,,.'Pansion of the Senior Program including the Senior Coordinator position bifting from a 
thirty (30) hour role to a full. time forty ( 40) hour Director position with full benefits, and a commitment to expand 
needed senior specific programing, transportation, professional program oversight and additionaJ facility 
enhancements. 

2016-2017 
Actual 

Senior Program 
Senior Services Program $72,000 
Total Senior Serv.ites· Program $72000 
oimdht may distort totals 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

2017-2018 
Actual 

.$73,644 
$73,644 

2018-201"9 2019.:2020 Increase/ 
Adopted Proposed (dccrca,;c 

$102,620 $136,976 $34,356 
$102,620 $136,976 $34,3_56 
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G. Employee Retirement System 

ummary of the Town and cho I Department· Municipal 1::.mplo ce Rettremenl y Lem (M :..R and the Town 
Police Departmenl Retirement y tem as of June 0, 2018. is olltlined below: 

JU11:C"30. 2018 
June 30, 2017 

.June 30 2018 
June 30. 2017 

June 30, 2018 
JllllC 30, 2017 

Town General Emp~yees (MERS) 

. Retirees and Beneficiares 
Inactive, onretifed Members 
.ActiYe Members 

38 
33 
82 

Total 153 

Relin!me01 Systems 

Town Employees (Discount Rate 7.50%) 
(Dlscounl Rnle 7. 50%) 

School Department (Discount Rate '1.50%) 
(Discount R:ate 7.50%) 

Police Department (Discount Rate 7.00%) 
(Private System) (Di COlDll Rate 7.00%) 

Police Department Peruiion Plan 

Active Members 13 
2 
14 

Vested Term 
Retired Members 

Total 29 

1 otal Pen ,on Plan Fldudary el Pension et Pension 
Liability et Po~tio11 Li:lbility Liabllit 

$16,475,506 ($13,600,431) 2.875,07 N/A 
$14,940,711 ,($12,338,098) 2,602,613 

$11679,577 '7,'221,704 $5 457 873 
$12,672,006 7,521,134 $5.150,872 

$10,589,532 ($10,469,099) Sl20,433 NIA 
$10.132,523 ($10.221,257) ($88,734) 

FV2(H8 Empk!yer 
onaibution 
$422,427 
$422,427 

$543,890 
$535;382 

The following charts reflect the net pension liability and its sensitivity to variations in the discount rate. The 
adjust:Chent inclicates what the change in the employers' net pension liability would be if calculated using a, discount 
rate varied by an increase or d~crease of (1%) -percent.age point. Durjng fiscal year FY2018 the rate was changed 
to reflecta(6.00%/ 7.00%/ 8.00%) variations as compared to the(6.50%/ 7.50%/ 8.50%) utilized in FY20L7. The 
Police Pension Plan bas remained unchanged at (6.00% I 1 .00% I 8:00%) in both years as the Town had previously 
Jowered the current rate to 7%, in .advance of the States adjustment to the MERS system discount rate, 

ith-ln to 

FY2018 Discount Rate Assumption 

PLAN 
June 30,2018 Town - MERS 
Ju!l.e 30, 1017 (6.S0%(7.S0%/8S0%) 

June 30, 2018 School - MERS 
June 30, 2017 (6.50%/7.50,%/8.50%) 

PLAN 
June 30, 2018 Police - Private 
June 30, 2017 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

1.00% Current 
Decrease Rate 

6.00% 7.00% 
$4,770,003 $2,875 075 
$4,170,563 $2,602,613 

$9 075,957 $7,221 ,704 
$9,287,942 $1,521,J34 

6.00% 7.00% 
$1,652 469 $120,433 
$1,389,030 ($88,734) 

1.00% 
Increase 
8.00% 

' l.464099 
. J ,3 ') 9,361 

$5,840,581 
$6,074,736 

8.00%> 
($1,113,63 _1) 
($1,277,759) 
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IL Personnel -Collective Ba,-gaini.ng and Non-uruoo Empl~yees 

The Town has a'Ctively negotiated collective bargaining employment agreements in prior years, itb the ational 
A sociation of Government :Cmployee NAGE Local 68 involving (Clerks and Dispatch rs) NAGE Local 69 
involving (Public Work and Utility Workers) and witb the ([BPO). the Tntemalional Brotherhood of Police Officers, 
LocaJ 305. AJI remaining employees are categorized as non-imion Town employees or work for another agency that 
the Town i engaged with an exampJ being the Jamestown Fire Department, a separate 501- c3 organization. Active 
negotiations arc pre ently underwa in regards to NAGE 68 and NAGE 69 a well as variou compen..'iation-based 
terms applicable in this budget cycle with the Non~Union employee population. 

The below chart indicates chedulcd salary adjustments as well as a health-benefit summary of employee co-shares 
through FY2020. 

Monicinal Pr-l>P'nm 

Xon -

ISulurv lncri:uM!5 l'<AGf. 68 '\(a-, 6') rout Ii: llR(.Al\lZED 

;?(116-21117 3.00% 300% 2.00% Ul0% 
2017-2018 2.50% 2.50% 300% 2.S0% 
2018-2019 2.50% 2-50% 275% LSW/4 

2019-.202() nm rnn 2.50% 113D 

.\1unidpal t'r02n,m 

on -

1Jen1t11 <'.sare - Co-Share Summa" !\AGJ i;.11. 1' • .\(;1£69 1'01, IC't-: 01{(, .\l\ll .. 1::U 

201<>-21117 10.00"/4 20.00% 15/20% 200()% 

14.92% 14.92'¾ 14 92% 

2017-2018 20.0 % 20.00% 15/20% 20.00¾ 

14.92% 14.92% 1492¾> 

2018-2019 20.00"!. 200(l% lS/20% 2000%, 
}4 ,Q2°t. 11192% 1492% 

2019-2020 TBD TBD lS/20"/4 TBD 

TBD TBD TBD 

I. Other Post-Employment Benefits 

A summary of the Town and School Departments eligible participating membership are highlighted_ in the chart 
below. 

Police Department 
Active PJan Members 
Retirees 

Total 

Sc.bool Department 
Active Plan Members 
Retirees 

Total 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town of Jamestown, RI 

'11 
8 
19 

58 
26 
8'4-
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Included is a ummary oftbe Town and S_chool Net OP B Liabilily. The Town as of June 30, 2018 has a NetOPEB 
Liability of $3 962,306 while the Schools Net Liability is $5,606,735. Both the Town aod School have annualJy met 
U1e required (PA YG) obligation1 in FY2018 amounting to $183,065 (Town) and $ 23 J 002 (SchooJ) respectively. 
In FY2019 the Town is scheduled to make a Retiree Benefit payment of $208,159 with the School at $225,848. This 
amount addresses retiree healthcare costs incurred for exi.!.ting retire . 

Total OPEB Liability 
Plan Fiduciary Net -Position 
Net OPEB Liabi}l 

Empl3er Contribution 

Police 
Department 

$4,109,409 
(147,203) 

$3,962,206 

$211.ll6 

Plan Fiduciary net position as a 
percemage of the Total OPES Liability 

3.58% 

School 
Department 

·$6,741 ,590 
(1.134,855 
$5,606,735 

$253.208 

16.83% 

As discussed extensively during the FY20 17-18 budget development process and rema i rung in place today, the Town 
and School have made a commitment to address this long-term annual liability, by implemeuting a plan to meet the 
annual ,rt,quired contribution (ARC) payments over time, and by making managing the e investments in an 
Irrevocable Trust that is dedicated to sp ci:ficaJly fi.Jnd retiree healthcare benefits. 

The Trust OPEB Funding Program functions in partnership with the Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS). 
Each member maintains Lheir own separate accounts providing full ct·scretion regarding contribution amounts and 
timing. The program is structured as a Section 115 under the tRS Code and compJie with GASB 45 as an irrevocable 
exclusive benefit trust solely to fond retiree health care benefits. Thi f1,1nding program offers a low-cost fee structure 
based on a percentage of contributed assets. 

OPED Tn st AdmasU:ntlo• and Coasllltt»g FHS 
Pm ldtr Pl81l Set up Fee Oagotag,Fte SU'uttll~ 
PARS _ one 0.2S% for a O - 1 O millioo 

0.20% ior asset $IO - $IS nullioo 
0.1 5% for assets 1. - • mlltioo 
0.10% for assets o ·et ~o miltioo 

Risk Tolerance and Investment Ohicctivc 

The Risk Tolerance of the Town focuses on maintaining a consistent investment strategy during all market conditions 
in an effort to ijChieve long-term objectives. ln a mwiicipal environment as weJI as other risk is best minimized not 
through market timing, but rather through broad diversification across specific asset groups over an extended time 
period. The Towns Asset Allocation is known as an integrated allocation strategy whereby capital market conditions. 
and the Towns objectives and constrain ls are examined independently. Th se factors are later combined to establish 
an. appropriate portfolio asset mix that offers. best opportunity for meeting the Town needs. 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town ofJamestown, RI 34 



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 102 of 243

Asset 
Class 

large Cap Equ ity 

Small/Mid Cap U Equ.ily 
bltemational .Equity 
lntc1111ediatc to Long Bonds 
Short-Term Bonds and Cash 

ProjectedRate of Return 

Target 
Allocation 

37.10% 

8.00% 
15.90% 
34.20% 
4.80% -------
100% 

Long-tenn Expected 
Real Rate of Return 

8.00% 
6.80% 

8.60% 
3.33% 
3.90% 

6.21% 

Rar o(Return : Ending June 30, 2018. the money weighred rare of ,-efurn on 
investments, net of expense, was 4.94%for the Police Depar1me11t and 6.69%/or the 
School Deparrmenr. The money-weighted rate of rerurn expresses investmem im•esred 
pe,formance, net of inve.~tme111 expen ·e, adjuyled for the changing amounts tnve. red 

The Town rnvestment Objective are ied to lhe Towns tirn • horizon, risk tolerance and l1qujdHy ae ds. The chosen 
Investment Objective at this time is based on Growth and Income including an As et Allocation of a 50% - 70% 
investment in equiti and 1130%- 50% investment in fi:ed income. 

Eac~ member in tb ru.1 benefils fr m the economie · of ·cale lbal develops over Lime as more member participate 
in the program. Tlle Trustee/Investment Management fees will lessen overtime as cumulativ member investments 
increase per lhe clJan below: 

Trustee n tttment Manaaeme t Fees 
Pr&vtde-1 Tm tee Fee Man.agemm1 Fee 
U_S_Bank/Vangu.ard 0.05% on first 25 .milh sets under $-0 million 

O.(Whion ne~ 25 mHJfon 0.04% for assets S50 - $150 million 
0,03% o e, 50 million 0.03% for a e · $1 0 • $250 million 

0. 01% for a eVi $250 • $:500 million 
0.00 % for assets over $500 milli n 

As n Trus member in this program OPEB unded member receive a istancc with audit requests and individual 
account reviews. Each year a Vanguard representative po ides a market o ervie fo members. typicaUy in th 
Ma1ch/April timcframc. The Town and School ar one of 25 member participating in trus program today, witb 
member investments ranging from as little as $300,000 to as much as $16.5 million. Th makeup of the members 
includes, Cilie·, owns, School Departments Water District.sand Waste Water District . 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
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rd Portfolio et a of Janua 31 

Total Vanguard Approximate RI Trust 
Portfolio Portfolio Assets Member Assets 

Growth $49,840,673 $47,404,268.83 

Balanced $36,572,336 $25,038,624.86 

Conservative $ I 46,Q42,342 $2,481,304.05 

Fixed Income $ J 9,158,053. $4,751,_278.38 

Total $252,213.404 $79,675,473.12 

The infohilation below provides you with a glimpse at monthly investment reporting for the specific periods noted, 
including December 2017 and December 2018 and January 20J 9 for both the Town and School Irrevocable Trust 
Accounts. Significant shifts in Trust value' occurs routinely on, a, monthly basis just as Qften as on an annual basis 
as reflected in this reporting. We_ routinely see gains and· losses of significance occurring on a regular basis due to 
periodic economic volatility. Consistent growth has been realii.ed on an annual basis in this Accowu-since the 
inception of the Trust several years ago, w.ith a recent combined value reported at the end of' January 2019 .of 
$1 654,642.29. 

OPEB Account Summary- RI lnterlcoal Risk Managemnt Trust • Retiree Healthcare Ir,evocable Trust 

Beginning 
Sourc, Balance 12/1/17 Contributions Earnings 
Town $145,586.25 $0.00 $1;308.90 
School $1,122.38~.26 $0.00 $10,090.89 

Totals $1,267,974.5 I $0.00 $11,399.79 

Beginning 
Source Balance 1211/lS Contributions Earnings 
Town $195,383.80. $0.00 -$8,55J .71 
School $1,44L,253.54 $0.00 -$63 081.87 
rrotals $ l ,636,637 .34 $0.,QO -$71,633.58 

Beginning, 
Soutt~ Balance 1/1/19 Contribution E11111ings 
Town $186,791.38 .$0.00 $10,780.78 
School $l,377,87JA1_ $0.00 $79,524.69 

Totals $ I ,56_4,6i52. 79 $0~00 $90,305.47 

FY2019-2020 Town Administrator Proposed Budget 
Town ofJamestown, RI 

Expen$.eS Distributions Transfers 
$0.00 $0.00 ,$0.0-0 
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

E.xpe.nses Distributions Transfers 
$40.71 S0.00 $0.00 

$300.26 $0.00 $0.00 
$340.97 $0.00 $0.00 

Expenses Distribu.tions Transfers 
$38.91 $0.00 $0.00 

$287.06 $0.00 $0.00 

$325.97 $0.00 $0.00 

Ending 
'Balance 12/31 /l 7 

$ I 46,895. I 5 
$1 l32,479. 15 

$1.279,374.30 

Ending 
Balance 12/31/18 

$186,791 --~8 
$1,377,871.41 
$1 ,564 662.79 

Ending 
B_alance 1/31/19 

$197,533.25 
$1,457 109.04 

$1 .654,642.29 
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Additional supplemental budgetary information is provided in support of the Budget Message including tbe full 
School Departments proposed budget document, State reporting on pass-through tate aid. education aid. local 
revenue, grants, pension, inveslplents and OPEB projections. The Town and School Department's 6-year capital 
improvement program is also provided along with information on statutory ta.xJevy limitations, and town comparative 
date on tax rates, tax levy by class of property and net assessed values by property class. 
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It has been my pleasure to work with such a dedicated and committed professional team in providing the Town 
Council with the information needed in anticipation of this program review and the 2019 Financial Town meeting. 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN WARRANTS FY 2020•2 I 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND 

PROVIDENCE PLANTAT/ONS 
NEWPORT, Sc. . 
BY: Erin F. Liese, CMG, Town Clerk of 
the Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island 

TO: Fred Pease, Town Sergeant of 
the Town of Jamestown, or any of the 
Constables of said Town 

GREETING: 

WHEREAS, the first Monday in June in 
each year is the day designated by law 
for the purpose of hearing the reports 
of its officers, ordering a tax, making 
appropriations arid for the transac­
tion of business required by law of the 
Town of Jamestown as a municipal 
corporation of this State; 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to Chap­
ter 3 Title 45 of the General Laws of 
the State of Rhode Island 1956, as 
amended, you are hereby required to 
post at least seven (7) days before the 
1st day of June A.O. 2020, written 
notification in three or more public 
places in said Town of Jamestown, 
Rhode Island, notifying and warn­
ing the Electors of the said Town of 
Jamestown qualified to vote upon any 
proposition to impose a tax_ or for the 
expenditure of monsy, to assemble 
in Town Meeting at the Jamestown 
School, 55 Lawn Avenue, in said Town 
of Jamestown, on the 1st day of June 
A.D. 2020, at 7:00 P.M., as the same 
may be adjourned, reconvened and/ 
or rescheduled. for the purpose of or­
dering a tax to be levied and assessed 
on the ratable property of said Town 
and inhabitants thereof, for the pay­
ment of the Town Deot and Interest, 
for the payment of the Town's propor­
tion of the State Tax, for the support 
of School, for the support and main­
tenance of the Poor, for the building, 
repairing and amending of Highways, 
for the building. repairing and amend­
ing of Bridges, for the improvement in 
any manner deemed fit of any property 
belonging to the Town, and for all nec­
essary charges and expenses whatso­
ever arising within said Town, whether 
incidental or not to the above and for 
any and all other purposes authorized 
by law, and for the purpose of consid­
eling and voting upon the following 
propositions: 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 1 
SEWER LINE FRONTAGE 

TAX RATE 
RESOLVED, That the Electors of the 
Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island, 
duly qualified hereunder, under an 
Act passed by the General Assembly 
authorizing the Town of Jamestown 
to construct and maintain common 

drains and sewers, and approved April 
19, 1917 as amended by the Janu­
ary 1966 Session of the General As­
sembly, at a Town Meeting legally as­
sembled on this 1st day of June, A.D. 
2020, do hereby order that the Tax As­
sessor of the said Town, as of Decem­
ber 31, 2019 assess at a rate not to ex­
ceed .68 cents per linear foot and said 
Tax Assessor shall determine what 
ainou nt is properly chargeable against 
each of the estates in said Town of 
Jamestown, subject to the provisions 
of said Act, and that the said Asses­
sor shall assess against such estate in 
said Town such sum as shall be found 
chargeable against the same. 

Each assessment shall become and be 
a lien upon the said real estate and the 
several owners thereof shall be liable 
for the payment, to be ,enforced ac­
cording to the provisions'of the law in 
such cases made and provided. 

RESOLUTION NUMB.EB 2 
BORROWING IN ANTICIPATION OF 

TAXES 
RESOLVED, That the qualified Elec­
tors of the Town of Jamestown vote 
to authorize the Finance Director, with 
the consent and approval of the Town 
Council, to borrow in anticipation of 
taxes, such sum or sums of money 
as shall be necessary for the payment 
of the current liaoilities and expenses 
of the Town out not to exceed in the 
whole, the sum of One Million dollars 
($1,000,000.00) (or the limit provided 
by law, whichever is less) and to is­
sue the negotiable promissory note 
or notes of the Town therefore. Sums 
so borrowed during the current fis­
cal year commencing July 1, 2020 
and ending June 30, 2021 shall be 
borrowed in anticipation of taxes as­
sessed as of December 31, 2019, and 
sums so borrowed during the subse­
quent fiscal year but prior to the next 
Annual Financial Town Meeting shall 
be borrowed in anticipation of taxes 
assessed as of December 31, 2020. 
Negotiable notes issued pursuant to 
the authority hereof shall be signed 
by the Finance Director and counter 
signed by the President of the Town 
Gou ncil, and such counter signature 
shall be conclusive evidence to all 
holders of such note or notes of the 
consent and approval of the Town 
Council to the loan or loans evidenced 
thereby. All terms and conditions of. 
said note or notes and the method 
of sale thereof not fixed herein or by 
provisions of law, may be fixed by the 
Town Council, and if not so fixed, then 
by the Finance Director. The Finance 
Director is hereby authorized and 
empowered, with the consent and ap­
proval of the Town Council, to renew 
said notes from time to ti me, but any 

such renewal note shall be due not 
later than one year from the date of 
the original note so renewed. 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 3 
DISPOSITION OF COLLECTED 

BACK TAXES 

RESOLVED, That all back taxes col­
lected during the fiscal year July 1, 
2020 to June 30, 2021 and all other 
moneys received, be placed in the 
General Fund for the payment of cur­
rent expenditures. 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 4 
SETTING THE TAX RATE 

RESOLVED, That the Electors of the 
Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island 
qualified to vote on any proposition 
to impose a tax, in the Town Meeting 
legally assembled on this 1st day of 
June A.D. 2020 hereby order the as­
sessment and collection of a tax on 
the ratable real estate and tang il>le 
personal property in the sum not less 
than$ , or 
not less than 
$ , nor more than $ 

, per thousand dollars of assessed 
valuation. The final levy shall be set 
based on the amount, if any, of State 
reimbursement for the motor vehicle 
excise tax, pursuant to RIG L §44-
34.1-2. Said tax is for the ordinary 
expenses and charges, for the pay­
ment of interest and indebtedness in 
whole or in part of said Town, for the 
payment of the Town's proportion of 
the State tax and lo r other purposes 
authorized by law. The Tax Assessor 
shall assess and apportion said tax on 
the inhabitants and ratable property of 
said Town as of the 31st day of De­
cember A.O. 2019 at twelve o'clock 
midnight, according to law and shall 
on completion of said assessment, 
date, certify and sign the same. and 
deliver to and deposit the same in the 
office of the Town Clerk not later than 
the 15th day of August, 2020. Upon 
receipt of said assessment, the Town 
Clerk shall forthwith make a copy of 
the same and deliver it to the Finance 
Director. who shall forthwith issue and 
affix to said copy a warrant under her 
hand, directed to the Finance Direc­
tor in said Town, commanding her to 
proceed and collect tax of the persons 
and estates liable thereof (unless by 
law otherwise provided). Said tax shall 
be due and payable on the 12th day of 
September A.D. 2020, and shall carry 
until collected it penalty at the rate of 
twelve per centum per annum upon 
said unpaid tax; said tax may be paid, 
however, in four installments; the first 
installment of 25 per centum on or be­
fore the 12th day of September A. D. 
2020, and the remaining installments 

as follows: 25 per centum on the 12th 
day of December A.O. 2020; 25 per 
centum on the 12th day of March A.D. 
2021; and 25 per centum on the 12th 
day of June AD. 2021. 

Each installment of taxes, if paid on or 
before the last day of each installment 
period successively and in order, shall 
be free from any charge of interest. 

If the first installment or any succeed­
ing installment of taxes is not paid by 
the late date of the respective install­
ment period or periods as they oc­
cur, then the whole tax or remaining 
unpaid balance of the tax, as the case 
may be, shall immediately become 
due and payable and shall carry, until 
collected, a penalty at the rate of the 
twelve (12} per centu m per annum 
calculated from the due date of the 
1st installment or calculated back to 
the last payment received. Late tax 
payments will be first used to reduce 
any interest due and any unpaid taxes 
from prior years, and then if there are 
any moneys remaining it will be used 
to reduce the outstanding portion of 
the tax bill due. 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 5 
BORROWING FOR IMPROVEMENT. 
REPLA.C.EMENT, CONSTRUCTION, 
REPAIR, RECONSTRUCTION AND/ 
OR RESTORATION OF ROADWAYS 

IN THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
THROUGH ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

RESOLVED, That the qualified Elec­
tors of the Town of Jamestown vote 
to authorize the Finance Director, with 
the consent and approval of the Town 
Gou ncil, pursuant to Section 45-12· 
2 of the General Laws of the State of 
Rhode Island. to borrow and issue 
bonds, from time to time, but not to 
exceed in the whole, the sum of One 
Million Five Hundred Thousand dol­
lars ($1,500,000.00), to finance the 
improvement, replacement, con­
struction, repair, reconstruction and/ 
or restoration of roadways, includ­
ing any · re lated sidewalks and storm 
drains and design costs and costs of 
issuance and payment of interest on 
any temporary notes. The town shall 
annually appropriate a sum sufficient 
to pay the principal and interest com­
ing due within the year on bonds and 
notes issued hereunder. The Town 
Council may by resolution authorize 
the issue from time to time of interest 
bearing or discounted notes in antici­
pation of the issue of bonds. Bonds 
and notes issued pursuant to the au­
thority hereof shall be signed by the 
Finance Director and counter signed 
by the President of the Town Coun­
cil, and such counter signature shall 
be conclusive evidence to all holders 
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of such bonds and notes of the con­
sent and approval of the Town Council 
to the borrowings evidenced thereby. 
All terms and conditions of the bonds 
and notes authorized herein including 
the manner of sale, amount, denomi­
nations, maturities and conversion or 
registration privileges and the desig na­
tion of a securities depository and pay­
ing agent, riot fixed by provisions of 
law, may be fixed by the Town Council 
or if not so fixed then by the Finance 
Director. Pending any issue of bonds 
hereunder or pending or in lieu of any 
issue of notes hereunder, the Finance 
Director, with the approval of the Town 
Council, may, to the extent that bonds 
or notes may be issued hereunder, ap­
ply funds in the treasury of the district 
to the purposes for which bonds or 
notes are authorized hereunder, such 
advances to be repaid without interest 
from the proceeds of bonds or notes 
subsequently issued or from the pro­
ceeds of applicable federal or state as­
sistance or from other available funds. 
The Finance Director is hereby autho­
rized to execute and deliver on behalf of 
the Town such additional agreements 
as are necessary to effect the issuance 
of bonds and notes hereunder, the due 
authorization thereof oeing conclusive­
ly demonstrated by his or her execution 
and delivery of such agreements. The 
Finance Director is hereby authorized 
to deliver such bonds and notes to the 
purchasers thereof and said officer is 
authorized and instructed to take all ac­
tions. on behalf of the Town, necessary 
to ensure that the interest on the bonds 
will be excludable from gross income 
for federal income tax purposes, and 
to refrain from all actions which would 
cause interest on the bonds to be sub­
ject to federal income taxes. This Res­
olution is a declaration of official intent 
under Treasury Regulation 1.150-2, 
and confirms the Town's declaration 
of official intent to reimburse the Town 
from bond and/or note proceeds for 
any engineering expenses pre I iminary 
to such capital expenditures for such 
roadway projects .. The Finance Direc­
tor is authorized to deem the bonds 
and any notes, and to the extent not 
deemed to be, to designate the bonds 
and notes as "qualified tax-exempt 
obi igations" for the purposes of Sec­
tion 265 (b) (3) of the Internal Rev­
enue Code of 1986 as amended. The 
Finance Director is hereby authorized 
to take such action as to comply with 
Rule 15 c 2 - 12 (b) (5) of the Secu­
rities and Exchange Commission and 
is authorized to execute and deliver a 
Continuing Disclosure Certificate. 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 6 
BORROWING FOR FIRE DEPART­

MENT PURPOSES THROUGH 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

RESOLVED, Thal the qualified Elec­
tors of the Town of Jamestown vote 
to authorize the Finance Di rector, with 
the consent and approval of the Town 
Council, pursuant to Section 45-12-2 of 
the General Laws of the State of Rhode 
Island, to borrow and issue bonds, 
from time to time, but not to exceed in 
the whole, the sum of Three Hundred 
Fifty Thousand dollars ($350,000.00) 
to finance a fire truck and relatad 
equipment, including costs of issuance 
and payment of interest on any tem­
porary notes. The Town Council may 
by resolution authorize the issue from 
time to time of interest bearing or dis­
counted notes in anticipation of the is­
sue of bonds. Bonds and notes issued 
pursuant to the authority hereof shall 
be signed by the Finance Director and 
counter signed by the President of the 
Town Council, and such counter sig­
nature shall be conclusive evidence to 
all holders of such bonds and notes of 
the consent and approval of the Town 
Council to the borrowings evidenced 
thereby. All terms and conditions of 
the bonds and notes authorized herein 
including the manner of sale, amount, 
denominations, matu rilies and conver­
sion or registration privileges and the 
designation of a securities depository 
and paying agent, not fixed by provi­
sions of law, may be fixed by the Town 
Council or if not so fixed by the Finance 
Director. Pending any issue of bonds 
hereunder or pending or in lieu of any 
issue of notes hereunder, the Finance 
Director, with the approval of the Town 
Council, may, to the extent that bonds 
or notes may be issued hereunder, ap­
ply funds in the treasury of the district 
to the purposes for which bonds or 
notes are authorized hereunder, such 
advances to be repaid without interest 
from the proceeds of bonds or notes 
subsequently issued or from the pro­
ceeds of applicable federal or state as­
sistance or from other available funds. 
The Finance Director is hereby autho­
rized lo execute and deliver on behalf of 
the Town such additional agreements 
as are necessary to effect the issuance 
of bonds and notes hereunder, the due 
authorization thereof being conclusive­
ly demonstrated by his or her execution 
and delivery of such agreements. The 
Finance Director is hereby authorized 
to deliver such bonds and notes to the 
purchasers thereof and said officer is 
authorized and instructed to take all 
actions, on behalf of the Town, neces­
sary to ensure that the interest on the 
bonds will be excl udable from gross in· 
come for federal income tax purposes, 
and to refrain from all actions which 
would cause interest on the bonds to 
be subject to federal income taxes. 
This Resolution is a declaration of of­
ficial intent under Treasury Regulation 

1.150-2. The Finance Director is au­
thorized to deem the bonds, and to the 
extent not deemed to be, to designate 
the bonds and notes as "qualified tax­
exempt obligations" for the purposes 
of SectiCJl 265 (b) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 198£ as amended. 
The Finance Director is hereby autho· 
rized to take such action as to comply 
with Rule 15 c 2 - 12 (b} (5) of the 
Securities and Exchange Com mission 
and is authorized to execute and deliver 
a Continuing Disclosure Certificate. 

Michael G. While, Town Council President 

Jamie A. Hainsworth, Town Administrator 

Christine Brochu, Tax Assessor 

Christina D. Collins, Finance Director 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND and seal this 
1st day of June A. D. 2020 

Erin F. Liese, CMG, Town Clerk 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND 
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

NEWPORT, Sc. 

Jamestown, Rhode Island 
May 14, 2020 
To: Erin F. Liese, CMG 

Town Clerk 
Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island 

In Jamestown, in said County and State 
on this 14th day of May, AD., 2020, I 
have posted up notices, true copies of 
the within Warrant, at the following 
public places in said Town, to wit: 

One at the Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Avenue 

One at the Jamestown 
Philomenian Library 
26 North Road 

One at the Comm unity Meal Site 
6 West Street 

One at the Recreation Center 
41 Conanicus Avenue 

One at the Police Station 
250 Conanicus Avenue 

Fred Pease, Town Sergeant 

TOWN Of JAMESTOWN BUDGET 
WARRANT FY 2020-2021 

Pursuant to the Jamestown Town 
Charter, Sec. 1106, no motion which 
increases or reduces an appropriation 
recommended by the Town Council by 
$10,000 or more, shall be in order at 
the Financial Town Meeting unless no­
tice of intention to include such motion 
has been presented to the Town Clerk 
at least twenty (20} days prior to the 

date set for the meeting at which such 
motion is ~o be considered. The War­
rant of the Financial Town Meeting shall 
include notice of any such motion. 

TOWN MODERATOR'S PROCEDURE 
AND RULES FOR FINANCIAL 

TOWN MEETING 

TIME OF MEETING: 
The meeting will be called to order 
at 7:00pm or as soon thereafter as a 
quorum shall be present, and/or the 
assembly of citizens seated in orderly 
fashion. 

AGENDA: 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Opening Comments by Moderator 
3. Presentation t--y Town Council 

president or designee 
4. Presentation by School Committee 

chairman or designee 
5. Motion made on general town 

government budget 
6. Motion made on school budget 
7. Opportunity for voters to ask 

questions, present motions 
8. Votes taken on motions, and 

warrants 
9. Adjournment following conclusion 

of business 

GENERAL PROCEDURE 
Moderator acts to maintain an orderly 
presentation and discussion of agenda 
items, in accordance with state and 
municipal law. To be considered by the 
assembly, a motion must relate to the 
business of the meeting, and be duly 
seconded. The discussion of a motion 
shall be limited to the substance of that 
motion, and requests to amend which 
negate the motion, or which bear no 
relationship to it shall be ruled out of 
order. Non-voters shall be seated sep­
arately from vote rs. 

VOTING 
The Moderator determines the form of 
voting, by voice, by hand. or by stand­
ing. A motion for a paper ballot duly 
made and seconded shall, if supported 
by twenty percent of voters present, be 
granted. 

CHARTER LIMITATION 
Pursuant to the Jamestown Town 
Charter, a motion which increases or 
reduces an appropriation recommend­
ed by the Town Council by $10,000 or 
more, SHALL NOT BE IN ORDER AT 
THE FINANCIAL TOWN MEETING, un­
less notice of intention to include such 
motion has been presented to the Town 
Clerk at least twenty days prior to the 
date set for the meeting at which said 
motion is to be considered." The war­
rant for the Financial Town Meeting 
shall include notice of any such timely 
filed motion. 
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Jamestown School 
Department 

FY26 Operating Budget & Capital 
Improvement 

3.27.25 
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TOtal General Operating Budget 

FY25 School Operating Budget $15, 31 7, 164 

FY2.6 School Operating Budget $15,58-5,.412 

Dollar Increase $268,248 

Percent Increase 1.75% 

2 
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Revenue Assumptions 

FY25-.Budget FY2·6 Budget 'Change 

State Aid $668,621 $560,046 -$108,575 

Preschool Tu;tions 48,24'0 51,090 2,850 

Medicaid Reimbursement 130,000 130,000 Q: 

Impact Aid 8.0,000 80,-000 0· 

· Town Appropriation 14,390,303 14,764,276 373,973 

Total $15,3-1.7, 164 $15,585,412 $268,248'. 
3 
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FY26 Capital Improvement Budge,t 

Building Improvements $431,000 

Technology Improvements S 17,000 

Total FY26 Capital Budget $448,400 

FY25 Housing Aid Reimbursement ($32,818) 
Use of Fu.nd Balance ($140,582) 

($173,400) 

General Operating Budget $275,000 

•Maintenance of Effort Requirement (3% Operating Budget $467,562) } 
I -
e,21 st Century Learning Spaces and Continued, Infrastructure Improvements 
•Funded with Operating, Budget and Fund Balance 

4 
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FY24 Audited Fund Balance 

Audited Fund Balance - 6/30/2024 $ 1, 18'2,64'1 

Reserved fo.r FY2-5 Transfer to1
• Capital I $0 

Fun_d B·alance 6/30/2.024 $1,182,641 
'I 

"if ~~ 

5 
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Fund, Balance Spending Plan (Year 1) 

Furi1d Balance 6/30/2024 S.1., t82,641 

Assume Prior Year Surplus - FY25 $200,000 

Reserved for FY26 Transfer to Capital '($·140,58.2-) 

Projected Fund. Balance 6/30/2025 $1,.242,059 

6 
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Fund Balance Spending Plan (Year 2) 

Proje.cted Fund Balance - 6/30/2025 

Assume Prior Year Surplus. - F·Y·26· 

· Reserved for FY27·· Transfer to Capital 

Projected Fwhd Balance 6/30/2026 

$1,242,059 

s20·0,ooo 
($,398·,000) 

$1 ,"044 ,.05.9 

'1f~7~ ~ ev,~ 

7 
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Fund Balance Spending Plan (Year 3) 

Projecte.d Fund Balance 6/30/20:26 $1,044,059 

Assume Prior Year Surplus - FY21· $200,000 

Reserved for FY28 Transfer to Capital ($39'8_,000) 

Projected Fund Ba,tance 6/30/2027 $846,059 

8 
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Fund Balance Spending Plan (Year 4) 

Projected Fund Balance - 6/30/2027 $846,059 

Assume Prior Year Surplus, - FY28 s2·00,000 

Reserved for FY29 Transfer to Capital ( $.3 9.8, ooo l 
Projected Fund_ Balance 6/30/2028 $648,059 

9 
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Fund Balance Spending Plan (Year 5) 

Projected Fund Balance 6/30/2028 $648,059, 

Assume Prior Year Surplus - FY29 $200,000 

Reserved for FY30 Transfer to Capital ($376,00.0) 

Projected Fund Balance 6/30/2029 $472,059 

10 
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FY 26 Levy Limit RIGL 44-5-2 

Certified Levy FY25 $24,575,879 

4% Maximum Levy $, 983,035 

Total· Levy Limit FY26 $25,558,914 

11 
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FY 26 Levy Limit RIGL 44-5-2 

FY25 School Appropriation: $14,390,303 FY26 School Request: $14,764,276 

Per RIGL 1.6-2-21, 4% 
School from prior year 
appropriation $ 575,612 $373,973 ($'201,639) 

Le'zy Increase for Town $ 407,423 $609,062 

4% Maximt1m Levy $ 983,035 $983,035 
~ 

12 
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Town Appropriation History 
Fiscal Year Town Appropriation Diff ere nee $ Difference% 

FY18 11,196,365 220,71.6 2.01% 

FY 19 11,665,624 469,259 4.19% 

FY 20 12,332,867 667,243 5.72% 

FY 21 12,484,508 151,641 1·.23% 

FY 22 12,637,108 152,600 1.22% 

FY 23 13,326,701 689,593 5.46% 

FY24 13,859,769 533,068 4.00% 

FY 25 14,390,303 530,534 3.83% 

FY 26 14,764,276 373,973 2.60% 13 
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Federal Grant Support 
I 

Consolidated Resource Plan 

Title I $30,275 • 25 Reading Teacher Melrose 

Title II 19,785 .1 FTE Instructional Coach 

Title IV 11,630 Robotics, safety care training, PD 

IDEA Part B 184,268 1.0 TA, .8 FTE Special Education Staff, 
legal fees, mobility services, supplies 

and materials 

IDEA Preschool 10,148 .25 TA, Preschool supplies and 
materials 

FY26 Total Grant Funds ,$256, 106 

14 
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CO RP OR A T 
Site and Utility Contractor 

Friday, November 18, 2016 

Mr. James Sisson 
Senior Construction Manager 
Brown University 
Design & Construction 

0 N 

RE: Jamestown Soccer Fields Budget 

Mr. Sisson, 

23 Business Park Drive 
Smithfield, RI 02917 

Tel. (401) 232-1400 
Fax. (401) 232-5848 

Below you will find the scope of work and cost proposal for work at the existing soccer 
fields in Jamestown, RI. The work is intended to provide a more uniform playing surface 
by re-grading the fields and providing a mix of sand and loam to provide a better 
growing environment for the new lawns. 

The scope and cost are as follows: 

General Conditions: 
Provide Supervision for the work. Provide equipment mobilization along with 
construction layout. Perform testing of existing loam and loam blend in order to 
determine if soil ammendments are needed. 

Erosion Control: 
Provide and maintain straw wattle erosion control around entire perimeter. Install 
construction entrance tracking mat as needed. 

Demo and Site Prep: 
Strip existing loam (approximately 5"). Subgrade and roll site. Import sand for mixing 
with existing loam material. Mix imported sand with existing loam on site and screen to 
blend. Haul off screening waste (+/-20%) of screened materials. 

Earth Work: 
Place loam and sand mixture. Fine grade and seed. 

TOTAL BUDGET: $196,000.00 

Jamestown Soccer Fields Budget 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Alternates: 

1) Provide sod in lieu of seed 
2) Import sandy fill and loam, export existing loam 

Exclusions: 
Permits & Fees 
Boulders over 1 CY 
Ledge I Blasting 
Winter Conditions 
Contaminated or Hazardous Materials Handling or Removal 
Unforeseen Conditions 
Landscape Irrigation 
Maintenance - Cutting / Watering / Fertil izing 
Soil Amendments 

ADD $52,000.00 
ADD $47,000.00 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this budget information and hope it serves you 
well. If there is any further information required , please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Digregorio, IZc/ 
Michael Lavallee 
Estimator/Project Manager 

Jamestown Soccer Fields Budget 



Affordable Housing Committee 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: The Honorable Town Council, Nancy Beye, President 
  Edward A. Mello, Town Administrator 

FROM: Bob Plain, Chair, Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee 
 Lisa Bryer, AICP, Town Planner 

RE: Request to Utilize Affordable Housing Trust Funds 
DATE: March 28, 2025 

The Affordable Housing Committee (AHC) respectfully requests to utilize Affordable Housing 
Trust funds for two projects: 1) Hire an Affordable Housing Consultant/Developer to work with 
the Affordable Housing Committee to develop new Affordable Housing projects on town owned 
property and 2) Hire a consultant to complete a “Nexus Study” to link Jamestown’s Housing 
market with Affordable Housing Needs. Both efforts would be upon completion of a Request for 
Qualifications and Proposals 
 

1) Hire an Affordable Housing Consultant/Developer to work with the Affordable Housing 
Committee to develop new Affordable Housing projects on town owned property, 
including but not limited to 11 Knowles Court  

At a previous meeting, Councilor Meagher requested that the Town seek the assistance of an 
Affordable Housing Developer/Consultant to help the Town, in conjunction with the Affordable 
Housing Committee to select sites, determine feasibility and prioritize a variety of affordable and 
workforce housing projects to be built on Town owned property. As an example, Councilor 
Meagher showed schematic plans for 9 units of affordable/workforce housing at 11 Knowles 
Court, but there are other properties that could support a variety of efforts. We request the use of 
existing Affordable Housing Trust funds to hire such a consultant, determine feasibility of 
possible sites and then begin the process of preparing plans for each project that will allow us to 
estimate costs. 
 

2) Bidding to hire a consultant to complete a “Nexus Study” to link Jamestown’s Housing 
market with Affordable Housing Funding Needs 

Impact/linkage fees are a fee, often permitted through special legislation, are charged by a local 
government on certain developments to raise funds to offset the impacts of new development. In 
some communities, these fees are used to help pay for the infrastructure necessary to support 
new development. In Jamestown, infrastructure is not as much of an issue as the impact on the 
community’s ability to increase or even maintain housing that is affordable. In just three years, 
assessed property values grew by more than 30% to $4.4 billion; an astounding increase that 
makes the value of any property in Jamestown unaffordable to all but the wealthy. Many 
communities have sought special legislation to reserve the fees in a special revenue fund to be 
expended for affordable housing related purposes. 
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In order to impose an impact fee, a relationship between the fee and causal impact must be 
linked. In Jamestown’s situation, a nexus study needs to allocate a fair share of affordable 
housing costs to new development and must demonstrate a reasonable relationship based on 
three sets of nexus findings regarding need, benefit and proportionality that can be summarized 
as follows:  
 
● Need– Nexus between different types of new development and the town’s respective need for 
affordable housing.  
● Benefit– Nexus between different types of new development and the use of fee revenues to 
benefit affordable housing.  
● Proportionality– Nexus between fee amount and proportionate share of affordable housing 
costs attributable to new development. 
 
The Planning Office is currently looking into costs for both studies and we anticipate staff/AHC 
to return to the Town Council with these estimates before going out to bid for both projects. We 
thank you for your consideration in this request.  
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Memo 
To: Town Council 

From: Ray DeFalco; Parks and Recreation Director 

cc: Ed Mello; Town Administrator 

Date: 4/1/2025 

Re: Extension of Mackerel Cove Vendor Contracts for 2025 

As we approach the upcoming 2025 beach season, I write to request the extension of contracts 
for two of our beach vendors, Splash Dogz and Dels Lemonade and Refreshments. These 
vendors have become integral parts of Mackerel Cove, offering services that have enhanced the 
beach-going experience for our patrons. 

For the 2023 season, both Splash Dogz and Dels Lemonade and Refreshments were awarded 
the bid for vendor services. These terms included provisions for renewal for the 2024 & 2025 
seasons.  

Given their positive impact on the beach experience and their adherence to the terms of their 
respective contracts, I recommend renewing their contracts for the 2025 season under the same 
terms and conditions. Renewing these contracts will provide continuity and stability for our 
beach services, contributing to another successful and enjoyable season for all. 

 

 

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 125 of 243



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 126 of 243



TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, March 3, 2025 

 TOWN COUNCIL INTERVIEW SCHEDULE: The Jamestown Town Council
(President Beye, Councilor Meagher, and Councilor Glackin) met to conduct interviews 
of applicants for the committee vacancies as follows: 

TIME NAME COMMITTEE
5:20 Kenneth Newman Board of Canvassers (Full/Alternate)
5:30 Mary Brimer Board of Canvassers (Full)
5:40 George Newman Board of Canvassers (Full)
5:50 John Murphy Board of Canvassers (Full)
5:55 Laura Goldstein Board of Canvassers (Full/Alternate)
6:00 Jane Gilgun Board of Canvassers (Full/Alternate)
6:10 Jennifer Thran Board of Canvassers (Full)
6:20 Daphne Meredith Board of Canvassers (Full)

 ROLL CALL 

Town Council Members present were as follows: Nancy A. Beye, Mary Meagher, Mary G. 
Glackin, and Erik Brine. E. Edward Ross was absent. 
Also, in attendance: Town Administrator Edward A. Mello, Solicitor Peter Ruggiero, Finance 
Director Christina Collins, and Town Clerk Roberta Fagan. 

 CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was held on March 3, 2025. Town Council 
President Beye called the meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue and led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 OPEN FORUM 
 Scheduled request to address: None at this time. 

Non-scheduled request to address. 

Ramona Bessinger, 437 Davit Avenue, stated I am here to express my opposition to lifting the tax 
cap. I do not recall receiving any information from the town council, which is supposed to repre-
sent us, the residents. She questioned whether any public forums have discussed the implications 
of lifting the tax cap with the townspeople. Ms. Bessinger hoped the Town Council was not making 
any decisions or sweeping statements tonight that would change the current tax structure; the mat-
ter has not been adequately discussed with the residents. 
 
Helen O’Grady, in February 2018, the Town Council passed the Jamestown Resolution, which is 
a statement of intention to protect both documented and undocumented immigrants. This resolu-
tion was developed in response to proposed state legislation that aimed to ensure humane and 
constitutional interactions between local and federal enforcement agencies. Additionally, it would 
prevent local law enforcement agencies, such as the Jamestown Police department, from being 
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commandeered for immigration enforcement, avoiding any undue financial burdens on the com-
munity. The resolution states, "Jamestown, Rhode Island, has a tradition of promoting tolerance, 
hospitality, and fellowship within its secular, religious, and governmental institutions, welcoming 
people of all religions, races, and ethnicities to live here, work here, or simply visit and enjoy our 
parks, beaches, and the resources that Narragansett Bay provides." The resolution also affirms that 
every person deserves equal respect because of their inherent humanity, regardless of their appear-
ance, gender, race, creed, or any other characteristic. The Jamestown Resolution was created to 
support and protect immigrants. Ms. O’Grady stated this is a clear declaration of our commitment 
to ensure humane and constitutional protection for all immigrants. She asked the Town Council to 
consider passing an immigrant protection ordinance, which would solidify Jamestown’s commit-
ment. 
 
Mary Lou Sanborn, Bay View Drive, read the following statement on behalf of the Taxpayers 
Association of Jamestown Executive Committee, Ann Gagnon, Linda Jamison, and Mary Lou 
Sanborn: “Dear Town Council Members: Escalating property assessments and subsequent prop-
erty taxes are creating a difficult financial situation for many Jamestown taxpayers. Household 
incomes are not increasing at the same rate as taxes, utilities, and other living expenses. Cost-
cutting measures are needed in the town and school budgets including the issuance of bonds. 
School Budget: 

• Year-round residents in Jamestown are now less than 50% of the total households 
therefore not increasing the student population. 

• Close Lawn Ave School in the next several years. It is a financial albatross. This 
would eliminate $201,000 bond debt costs plus interest from the proposed recreation 
bond requested by the town council. Closing Lawn Ave school would reduce the 
school’s operating budget by 33 percent ($5 million+) 

• Offer school choice vouchers. Off-island schooling for grades 6,7, and 8 would offer 
students more life-long experiences and opportunities than found in Jamestown. 

Town Budget 
• Continue to maintain a 4% tax levy cap. A tax cap restricts the town and school from 

over spending. 
• Based on continuing declining school enrollment in Jamestown schools, students who 

wish to participate in sports are now having to go off island and join other town teams. 
This would eliminate the modernization of Eldred Ave field at a cost of $910,000 in bond 
debt costs plus interest. 

• Defer Senior Center upgrades until a decision is made on the future of Lawn Ave School. 
This building can be repurposed for use of a Senior Center and a Recreation/Community 
Center. It would save $885,000 in bond dept costs plus interest. 

• Maintain Fort Getty RV park. It is the second largest revenue source for Jamestown. 
Eliminating the RV park will also impact revenue for our local businesses. On the current 
proposed budget, no revenue is broken out for the Fort Getty pavilion and second floor of 
the golf course clubhouse. What is the revenue for both of these town owned properties? 

• Bike paths: based on the TC proposed recreation bonds of $1.5 million, grants could be 
applied for rather than use tax-payer dollars. 

• Affordable Housing Bond: defer $3 million taxable housing bond; no details have been 
presented to the public. The current balance in the Affordable Housing Trust is $900,000 
plus $100,000 in the proposed 2025-2026 capital budget. 
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• In addition to the current and proposed 2025-2026 bonds, future Town Administrator 
capital expenditures require the issuance of bonds for sewer facility upgrades (6 mil-
lion+) and purchase of a new ladder truck (2.5 million) 

Eliminating the above suggested items would reduce the proposed budget and debit bonds cost 
by $6.5 million (plus interest). 
In closing, both town and school planning needs require a wider and extended review before ap-
proval.” 

Marian Falla, 75 Green Lane, addressed the Town Council about the article she shared earlier. She 
asked for the status of the ten-year plan discussed by the Town Council and School Committee 
earlier this year and whether it will be included in future agendas. Ms. Falla hopes that once the 
plans are finalized, they can be presented to the community to clarify the direction of the school 
and the town. She emphasized the need for bonds and capital expenditures to align with long-term 
plans, allowing a better understanding of priorities. She also questioned whether there would be a 
bond for Mackerel Cove projects. Regarding short-term rentals (STRs), Ms. Falla highlighted the 
previous lack of revenue for reinspection fees and suggested including these fees in the STR ordi-
nance to cover costs. A recent What’sUP Newp article noted that STR fees should be cost-neutral, 
considering aspects like labor and parking. Finally, she pointed out that there is a lack of awareness 
about STR commercial activities and proposed that fee structures should vary based on whether 
rentals are for a room or an entire property, similar to Newport’s model. She urged the Town 
Council to consider these points in their budget discussions. 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS  

 Presentations 
Keith Roberts, President, Jamestown Shores Association. 

Keith Roberts, 93 Umiak Avenue, and President of the Jamestown Shores Association, made a 
presentation to the Town Council. (See attached).  

Resolutions and Proclamations 
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: regarding Resolution 2025-
08, Resolution in Support of Amending the Rhode Island General Laws to 
Allow Financial Town Meetings to Approve An Annual Budget Exceeding 
the 4 Percent Levy Cap. 

Vice President Brine provided a brief explanation of why the Town Council seeks to pass a 
resolution requesting our state representatives to present the proposed amendment to the Rhode 
General legislature. Councilor Meagher noted that other towns have taken this step and requested 
a waiver, which allows communities to empower themselves in developing annual budgets.  
Vice President Brine read regarding Resolution 2025-08, a Resolution in Support of Amending the 
Rhode Island General Laws to Allow Financial Town Meetings to Approve An Annual Budget 
Exceeding the 4 Percent Levy Cap. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to approve 
Resolution 2025-08, Resolution in Support of Amending the Rhode Island General Laws to Allow 
Financial Town Meetings to Approve An Annual Budget Exceeding the 4 Percent Levy Cap. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Ross, Aye; 
and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: regarding Proclamation 
2025-09 declaring April 25, 2025, as Arbor Day in the Town of Jamestown. 

Vice President Brine read Proclamation 2025-09 declaring April 25, 2025, as Arbor Day in the 
Town of Jamestown. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to approve 
Proclamation 2025-09 declaring April 25, 2025, as Arbor Day in the Town of Jamestown. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Ross, Aye; 
and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS 
 Public Hearing: No items 

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 Town Administrator’s Report: Edward A. Mello 
Mental Health Awareness Month 

The Town Council is being asked to declare May as Mental Health Awareness Month. If the 
Council agrees, a resolution can be prepared for the meeting on March 17. The Town staff will 
work on promoting awareness during this month. 

Right-of-Way (ROW) Revised Policy 
The Town Council had suspended the Right-of-Way adoption policy and had referred the program 
back to the Conservation Commission. The Conservation Commission has revised the policy and 
added clarifying language regarding the roles and limitations of individuals or groups adopting a 
Town right-of-way. The Council is now being asked to consider the adoption of this revised policy. 

Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT)/Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

RIDOT has requested that each community submit up to five projects for consideration under the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

RIDOT Grant 
As previously reported, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) has awarded the 
Town a $100,000 grant to further develop the plan for bike lanes on East Shore Road, connecting 
Eldered Avenue to Conanicus Avenue. The Town has received a request for proposal (RFP) from 
an engineering firm to undertake the design work, which will include a multi-phase approach to 
the project.

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 130 of 243

2) 

VI. 
A) 

VII. 

A) 
l ) 

2) 

3) 

4) 



 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Councilor 

Meagher discussion and consideration to increase funding to the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund: 

Memorandum from the Affordable Housing Committee requesting 
increased investment into the Affordable Housing Trust Fund at a minimum 
of $225,000 annually. 

Councilor Meagher expressed gratitude to the residents that attended the February 24th meeting. 
There was an informative dialogue. Financing affordable housing exceeds what is currently in the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  The proposals are being presented for discussion, and the vote 
should wait until Councilor Ross is present at a future meeting. 
The first proposal proposes to increase the annual allotment for the Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
from $100,000 to $225,000. This increase is necessary due to the skyrocketing property costs in 
Jamestown, making it difficult for nonprofits to secure funding. It was also proposed to allocate a 
portion of the real estate conveyance tax to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, specifically for 
properties sold for over a million dollars. This could potentially increase the current tax rate by 
about 4 cents, costing the median taxpayer approximately $30, based on a median house value of 
$718,600 from last August.  
No action was taken. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Councilor 
Meagher discussion and consideration to submit a request to Senator Dawn Euer 
and Representative Alex Finkelman to introduce legislation authorizing the creation 
of linkage/impact fees to support Affordable Housing. 

Memorandum from the Affordable Housing Committee regarding the 
request to adopt linkage/impact fees for Affordable Housing. 

The Affordable Housing Committee is requesting that the Town Council consider implementing a 
new impact fee called a linkage fee. This fee would be applied to the construction costs of new 
developments and renovations. The funds generated from this fee would be directed to support the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Currently, state law allows towns to implement impact fees for 
necessary infrastructure related to new developments. A suggested 1% fee on any residential 
project where total building costs exceed a million dollars.  
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to authorize 
Town staff to write a Resolution requesting Senator Dawn Euer and Representative Alex 
Finkelman to introduce legislation authorizing the creation of linkage/impact fees to support 
Affordable Housing. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, 
Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Councilor 
Meagher, discussion and consideration of a $3,000,000 Bond for affordable 
housing for FY 2025/2026: 

Request to meet with Bond Counsel to discuss potential affordable housing 
bonds. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to request to 
meet with Bond Counsel to discuss potential affordable housing bonds. Vote: President Beye, Aye; 
Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 
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Memorandum from the Affordable Housing Committee requesting Town 
Council support of a $3,000,000 Bond for potential affordable housing
initiatives: 
a) Affordable and workforce housing at 11 Knowles Court (former 

ambulance barn). See attached floor plans.  

b) An additional affordable housing building at 171 Conanicus Avenue. 

c) Single-family houses on town-owned lots (similar to those on 
Swinburne Street). 

d) Incentive for affordable accessory dwelling units (ADUs) 

Request for Proposals (RFP) for an affordable housing developer to 
develop proposed affordable housing/workforce housing at 11 Knowles 
Court and 169 Conanicus Avenue  

Councilor Meagher proposed that the Town Council discuss a $3,000,000 bond for affordable 
housing to be voted on at the financial town meeting. Last year, the Affordable Housing Committee 
made a similar request, which the Council supported, but Bond Counsel raised concerns about not 
having a specific project. To address this, Councilor Meagher provided exploratory drawings for 
a potential multi-unit building on the vacant ambulance barn site on Knowles Court. The plans 
illustrate nine units: six two-bedroom apartments and three one-bedroom units, with 15 parking 
spaces. These units could potentially be used as rentals priced below market rates, such as a two-
bedroom apartment at around $1,500. While this may still be challenging for families earning 
$60,000 to $70,000, it would support households earning less than 80% of the HUD-defined 
median income, making them affordable for a two-person household earning up to $108,000. 
 
Councilor Meagher and Town Administrator Mello recently had a conversation about the income 
limits for families, particularly those whose combined income exceeds $121,000. Affordable 
housing could still benefit individuals like town staff—police officers, teachers, and restaurant 
workers—who currently may live with parents or other family members. 
 
The goal is to prioritize housing for Jamestowners and seek additional funding to exceed the $3 
million target. There are foundations available that offer support without federal limitations, 
especially under the current administration. Uncertain government funding necessitates local 
action. A tax rate that costs the median taxpayer approximately $60 annually could be feasible, 
particularly with potential rental income to offset costs. 
 
Jamestown has a history of investing in its future, such as the 1987 purchase of the golf course for 
$2 million, which equates to about $5.5 million today. Similar investments have preserved the 
Jamestown landscape. 
 
The Affordable Housing Committee advocates for efforts to create affordable housing for those 
living and working in Jamestown, particularly families struggling to remain in the community.
Councilor Meagher emphasized that it is essential for those nearing retirement to have nearby 
housing options for their families. This is an investment Jamestown needs, can afford, and 
deserves. 
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A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to authorize 
Town staff to draft a resolution that would seek impact linkage fees for affordable housing. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. 
Glackin, Aye. 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to authorize 
the Town staff to seek request for proposals (RFP) for the proposed affordable housing projects. 
Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. 
Glackin, Aye. 

 NEW BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Town Administrator Mello 

Proposed FY2025/2026 to the Town Council, (Code of Ordinances Town of 
Jamestown, Part 1 Charter and Related Laws, Article XI. Financial Provisions, Sec. 
1101. – Proposed budget). 

Town Administrator Mello explained the budget process and the Charter requirements. 
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Approval of the revised Adopt-A-
ROW (Right-of-Way) policy: 

Town of Jamestown, 550.10 Adoption Program  
Conservation Commission Chairperson Bob Laman gave a brief summary of the proposed 
revisions to the Adopt-A-ROW (Right-of-Way) policy. 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to approve the 
revised Adopt-A-ROW (Right-of-Way) policy. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS 
 Appointments, Vacancies, and Expiring Terms 

 Board of Canvassers- One (1) unexpired six-year term Full Member
Vacancy (March 2022-March 2028) and One (1) expiring six-year term Full 
Member Vacancy (March 2025-March 2031); interviews to be scheduled 
on March 3, 2025: 
a) Jamestown Republican Town Committee 

i) Jennifer Thran 

b) Jamestown Democratic Town Committee 
i) Kenneth Newman (seeking reappointment) 
ii) Daphne Meredith 
iii) George Newman 
iv) John Murphy 
v) Laura Goldstein 
vi) Jane Gilgun 

c) Letter of interest for appointment (not endorsed by the Republican 
or Democratic Town Committees) 
i) Mary K. Brimer  
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A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Councilor Glackin, to appoint 
Daphne Meredith to the Board of Canvassers- One (1) unexpired six-year term Full Member 
Vacancy (March 2022-March 2028) and to reappoint Kenneth Newman for the One (1) expiring 
six-year term Full Member Vacancy (March 2025-March 2031) . Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 Board of Canvassers – One expiring six-year term Democratic Alternate 
Member vacancy (March 2025- March 2031) 
d) Jamestown Democratic Committee  

i) Kenneth Newman  
ii) Laura Goldstein 
iii) Jane Gilgun 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher, with a second by Vice President Brine, to appoint 
Laura Goldstein to the Board of Canvassers – One expiring six-year term Democratic Alternate 
Member vacancy (March 2025- March 2031). Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

A motion was made by Vice President Brine, with a second by Councilor Meagher, to accept the 
Consent Agenda. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; 
and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 CONSENT AGENDA 
 Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 

Affordable Housing, December 18, 2024. 
Affordable Housing, January 15, 2025. 
Board of Canvassers, January 15, 2025. 
Zoning Board of Review, January 28, 2025 

All One-Day Event/ Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any 
COVID-19 protocols in effect at the time of the event: 

Applicant: Save the Bay 
Event:  Save the Bay Swim (ENT-25-9) 
Date:  July 19, 2025 
Location: Potter Cove, RITBA lawn, Jamestown 

Communications were acknowledged. 

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
The Council may acknowledge any of the listed Communications and Proclamations and 
Resolutions. Should any member wish to have a conversation on any of the matters, the item will 
be placed on a future agenda for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or vote.  

 Communications Received: 
Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   Abby Jenkins and Jeff Boal 
Dated:   February 11, 2025 
Re:  Ft Getty Park- Park & Rec Utility Garage/Shed 
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Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   Peter Gadoury 
Dated:   February 24, 2025 
Re:    Mental Health Awareness Month 

Copy of report to: Town Council 
From:   American Civil Liberties Union Foundation(ACLU) 
Dated:   February 2025 
Re:  Remote Access to Public Meetings Post-Covid: A 

Review of Rhode Island City and Town Councils and 
School Committees. 

 OPEN FORUM 
 Continued (If necessary)  

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher to move into Executive Session with a second by Vice 
President Brine. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; 
and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote in Executive Session and/or open 

session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (5) the acquisition and/or lease 
of real property for public purposes, or of the disposition of publicly held property 
wherein advanced public information would be detrimental to the interest of the 
public. (Potential lease of publicly held property, AP 9-152). 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher to seal the minutes and adjourn from Executive 
Session, with a second by Vice President Brine. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 
It was announced that no votes were taken. 
The Town Council reconvenes the regular meeting. 

 ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to adjourn at
8:09 p.m. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; and 
Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

Attest: 

Roberta J. Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk 
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Our 75th Year!

The Board
Keith Roberts, President
Cynthia Long-Raterron, Vice President
Laura Theisen, Treasurer
Michele Egan, Secretary
Ann Gagnon, Board member
Carl Pecchia, Board member

Highlights from the last 6 months
Ɣ Annual Picnic at the Beach - most well attended picnic
Ɣ Meet the Candidates - couldn’t fit everyone in the library
Ɣ Fall Fest - refreshments, games, prizes, dog parade w/costume contest
Ɣ Holiday Potluck - again, reached the capacity of the large room in the library

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 137 of 243



Our 75th Year!

Membership
Meeting attendance: averaging 30 people at monthly meetings
Paid memberships: up 70% in 2024 (approx. 200 members)

Committees
Membership: heartbeat of every non-profit
Beach: Head’s Beach is the treasure of the Jamestown Shores
Events: Build a stronger community
Conservation: Water supply, access to beaches, protected lots
Sunshine: Welcome, celebrate, and support families in the Shores
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Create a Stronger Community

❏ February 6, Winter Warmer at The Narragansett Cafe
❏ March 16, 2025 at The Standard
❏ April, Earth Day
❏ June, Summer kick-off
❏ July, Summer event 2
❏ August, Annual Picnic
❏ October, Fall Fest II
❏ December, Holiday Celebration
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Head’s Beach

❏ Increase the number of picnic tables to a total of 8
❏ Beach maintenance 
❏ Improvements to the accessibility and aesthetics of restroom
❏ Improvements to aesthetics of landscaping
❏ Increase kayak storage capacity
❏ JSA to sponsor events in June, July, August, and October

Working with Ray DeFalco and Ed Mello, site visit on 3/14
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Conservation

Ɣ Jamestown’s water source
○ Geology
○ Current risks, and who is most affected
○ Clarify Town’s responsibility

Ɣ Jamestown’s water system
○ Design
○ Extensibility
○ Risks

Ɣ Investments for assessments, protections, risk mitigations

Ɣ Protected lots remain non-buildable / encroachment enforced
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Traffic Safety

Ɣ Each meeting concerns were raised regarding the speed of traffic
Ɣ Chief Campbell deployed the mobile speed displays
Ɣ Chief Campbell completed a traffic study in February
Ɣ 5000 cars over 7 days:

○ Some cars are travelling above 30 mph, the vast majority of 
traffic is travelling at 30 mph or below. 

○ Fastest speed was 42 mph
○ Most vehicles above speed limit from 3:00 - 6:00 pm
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Longer-Term 

Head’s Beach

Ɣ Replace phragmites
Ɣ Increase shaded areas
Ɣ Parking is an issue
Ɣ Playground, fitness stations?
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, March 17, 2025 

5:30 P.M. 

ROLL CALL TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS

Town Council Members present were as follows: Nancy A. Beye, Erik Brine, Mary Meagher, Mary 
G. Glackin, and E. Edward Ross. 
Also, in attendance: Town Administrator Edward A. Mello, Solicitor Peter Ruggiero, Finance 
Director Christina Collins, Public Works Director Michael Gray, Chief Howie Tighe, Chief Jamie 
Campbell (arrived at 7:40 p.m.) and Town Clerk Roberta Fagan. 
 ROLL CALL SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Roll call of the School Committee was taken at 5:32 p.m. Members in attendance: Kristine 
Lapierre, Christian Cowan, Andrew C. Allsopp, Lisa Tuttle and Joshua Furtado. Also, in 
attendance: Superintendent David Raleigh and Finance Director Jane Littlefield.  

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Beye called the joint meeting of the Jamestown Town Council and School Committee 
to order at 5:33 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 
Narragansett Avenue and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Joint Town Council and School Department Budget Work Session and Hearing for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-2026 (July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026). 

 School Operating Budget 
Capital Improvement Program 
Review and Discussion  

See attached presentation.  
A motion was made by Kristine Lapierre with a second by Andrew Allsopp to adjourn the School 
Committee from the Joint Work Session at 6:10 p.m. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to convene as 
the Town Council Sitting as the Board of Water and Sewer. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, 
Aye. 

See Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Meeting Minutes. 

 TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 
COMMISSIONERS  

 Open Forum – Water & Sewer Matters 
Scheduled request to address - None 
Non-scheduled request to address 

Mary Lou Sanborn, 21 Bay View Drive, asked Public Works Director Michael Gray why the North 
reservoir cannot be banked like the one on West Main Road in Middletown/Portsmouth, which 
would allow for increased capacity and accommodate more users. 
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Public Works Director Michael Gray explained that in 1993, the Town Council  established a water 
study committee to address issues with the reservoir. They examined reservoirs, wells, and other 
options for increasing the water supply. The dam, built in the late 1890s, does not meet modern 
standards, being an earthen embankment. The committee considered raising the dam’s height to 
boost capacity but concluded that its structural integrity could not support any additional water. 
Tests showed it could not handle increased loads, and digging into the reservoir was not a viable 
option due to the ledge beneath it. In the late '90s, some capacity was added by installing boards 
to the spillway, but further increases were not feasible. Furthermore, any significant work on the 
public water supply would mean temporarily depriving the town of water, which would be highly 
problematic. Nowadays, public water supplies are more commonly developed through drilling 
wells rather than building new reservoirs. 

Report of Town Officials: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 
Pumping Report 
Town Project Reports 
a) Town Wells

JR-1 is in service. 
b) Water Treatment Plant 

Veolia has been making improvements to the chemical feed systems to the water treatment process. 
Their team is also assisting with the evaluation of the existing chlorine dioxide pre-treatment 
system at South Pond.  
Pare Corporation is finalizing the bid documents for the meter replacement project for advertising.  
The water department received grant funding from the EPA to replace the water main within North 
Road between Narragansett Avenue and the water plant. The scope of work includes the marsh 
crossing, where RIDOT is currently investigating alternatives for roadway reconstruction. Until 
there is a design for the road improvements, the water main replacement project will be delayed. 
Ed Mello and Public Works Director Michael Gray met with the project manager from EPA about 
eliminating the marsh crossing from the scope and adding Narragansett Avenue from North Road 
to West Ferry. They reviewed our grant agreement and accepted this change to the scope of work. 
The EPA grant funding will now include replacing the water main in Narragansett Avenue between 
North Road and West Ferry and replacing the water main in North Road from Narragansett Avenue 
to 200’ south of the marsh, as shown in the attached figure. Both projects are designed and the 
Town has received RIDOT approval for work within the State Right of Way. Pare Corporation is 
working on the Environmental Impact Document and Section 106 Archaeological Review that is 
required by the EPA before any work can begin.  
Public Works Director Michael Gray is working with Pare on an update to the Clean Water 
Infrastructure Replacement Plan that is due to the RI Department of Health at the end of April. The 
document provides a detailed maintenance plan for all major components to our water system.  
The Town Administrator has finalized the grant agreement from the RI Infrastructure Bank to begin 
our water study project. The study includes investigating interconnection feasibility, studying 
existing water wells that were drilled to determine if there are any that can be used for public water 
sources, and completing a hydraulic study of the existing water distribution system 

c) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir 
No water has been transferred from South Pond. 
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d) Distribution System 
South Pond@ 6 MG    North Pond @60 MG  
Usable Storage, 6 Million Gallons  Usable Storage 59 Million Gallons 
Annual water flushing will begin in the next few weeks. Staff will also be preparing Fort Getty’s 
water system for the coming season. 

e) Wastewater Treatment Facility  
The monthly average daily flow at the treatment plant for February was 0.23 million gallons per 
day. The monthly average allowed by our discharge permit is 0.73 million gallons per day. The 
peak daily flow was 0.99 million gallons per day. 
Public Works Director Michael Gray received the 50% design documents for the improvements to 
the Wastewater Facility and Pump Stations. The wastewater superintendent and Public Works 
Director Michael Gray will review the plans. 
Weston & Sampson will be mobilizing a team to begin the collection system investigation work 
on April 7th. Work will begin with TV inspections of existing sanitary sewer piping. 

Letters and Communication: No items at this time. 

 Unfinished Business: No items at this time. 

 New Business:  
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Application of Freebody 
LLC (115 Bayview Drive; Plat 8, a portion of Lot 760-Parcel A for Utility 
Service Connection (Sewer only)). 

Public Works Director Michael Gray explained 15 Bayview Drive has an existing single-family 
dwelling. The owner is moving forward with a subdivision to create a vacant lot and must prove 
that the lot is buildable, either by a septic system or sewer connection. The applicant has opted for 
a sewer connection, which is the request being presented. While a well is indicated for water on 
the plans, the sewer connection is essential. All homes on the street are connected to the sewer, so 
Public Works Director Michael Gray recommended this option. There are conditions outlined in 
Public Works Director Michael Gray’s letter, including that the well must be metered for billing, 
and the applicant will bear those costs. 

Atty. Christian Infantolino, representing Freebody LLC, stated that there is a line running through 
the property, and the discharge estimates were based on a proposed four-bedroom home using 
DEM regulations. His client is willing to comply with all recommendations. Regarding compliance 
with sections 13a and 13b, the applicants are following the requirements. The property is currently 
in the rural district but will be part of Jamestown with the new plan. The property has not yet been 
officially subdivided until the applicants can secure well availability and the sewer connection. If 
approved tonight, Freebody LLC will finalize the plans (mylar) and get it recorded. The approval 
is contingent on the sewer connection and leaves the applicant with an existing single-family house 
on a larger lot with a substantial driveway. A meeting is set for Wednesday at 9 am with Planning 
and Zoning to address ongoing concerns. 

Town Administrator Mello stated, just to clarify, there is a pending violation regarding the 
driveway that remains unresolved. Addressing this violation is a condition for subdivision 
approval. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Meagher with a second by Commission Vice President 
Brine to approve the application of Freebody LLC (115 Bayview Drive; Plat 8, a portion of Lot 
760-Parcel A for Utility Service Connection (Sewer only)). Vote: Commission President Beye, 
Aye; Commission Vice President Brine, Aye; Commissioner Meagher, Aye; Commissioner E. 
Ross, Aye; and Commissioner M. Glackin, Aye. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Meagher with a second by Commissioner Brine to approve 
the consent agenda. Vote: Commission President Beye, Aye; Commission Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Commissioner Meagher, Aye; Commissioner E. Ross, Aye; and Commissioner M. Glackin, 
Aye. 

 Consent Agenda 
Adoption of Minutes: 
a) January 21, 2025 (regular meeting) 
b) February 24, 2025 (regular meeting)  

Finance Director’s Report: Water and Sewer Comparison Budget to Actuals 
as of February 28, 2025.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Meagher, with a second by Commission Vice President 
Brine, to adjourn from sitting as the Board of Water And Sewer Commissioners. Vote: Commission 
President Beye, Aye; Commission Vice President Brine, Aye; Commissioner Meagher, Aye; 
Commissioner E. Ross, Aye; and Commissioner M. Glackin, Aye. 

 OPEN FORUM 
 Scheduled request to address: None at this time. 

Non-scheduled request to address. 

Marian Falla, 75 Green Lane, had several questions regarding the bonds and capital expenditures. 
During the bond workshop, a ten-year capital program of $961,000 was discussed. Will there be 
another workshop for the additional bonds? The Jamestown Press reported that there are 
$5,000,000 and $4.1 million, but Ms. Falla stated she is confused because she thought only 
$961,000 was addressed in the workshop. Will there be more discussion on this? 
Councilor Meagher stated, the $961,000 is part of the capital improvement plan and is not bonded.  
Town Administrator Mello, stated yes, that’s correct. The $961,000 is the capital project proposal, 
while approximately $3,800,000 is proposed for maintenance of facilities and equipment bonding 
and a second bond for $1,700,000 for recreational uses. 
Vice President Brine commented the Town Council approved $1.7 million out of $2.6 million, 
which includes $200,000 for the Lawn Avenue gym and $1,500,000 for the bike path. Further 
discussion on the Eldred Field plan will follow later in the agenda. 
Ms. Falla also referenced in previous Town Council minutes that Councilor Meagher raised 
concerns about the Eldred Field. She asked for a breakdown of the costs. Why weren’t the Lawn 
Avenue improvements included in the school capital planning or bonds? Is there a new process 
where school-related projects are handled under town planning instead? 
Vice President Brine addressed the concern, highlighting that many were not present during earlier 
discussions. He explained why he requested $200,000 for the Lawn Avenue Gym to be part of the 
town recreation bond instead of the school bond. Vice President Brine asserted that this facility is 
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a town asset, not just a school asset, as it serves multiple community purposes. In addition to school 
activities, the gym hosts adult programming, scouting events, and financial town meetings. It is 
the town’s largest gathering space and serves as a refuge during emergencies, equipped with 
essential features like showers for preparedness. For these reasons, Vice President Brine stated it’s 
important to share funding responsibility with the school, especially since the facility has not seen 
significant investment in 28 years. 
Ms. Falla discussed the recreation bond, suggesting it could be broken down so taxpayers could 
vote on individual items, like funding for pickleball, rather than a single bundled package. She 
expressed concern that areas, such as Mackerel Cove, which lack funding, should be prioritized 
over pickleball. The idea of bundling all bonds together for a single vote was raised, allowing for 
broader participation. She also questioned about whether bond proposals would only be presented 
at the Financial Town Meeting or also during the two-year election cycle. It was pointed out that 
not everyone can attend the Financial Town Meeting, making alternative voting options important 
for ensuring community input. 
Town Administrator Mello discussed the ongoing initiatives at Mackerel Cove, which have differ-
ing objectives. The town has received around $200,000 in grant funds for the replenishment and 
replanting of the sand dunes. Second to that, the State of RI, through a Protect Grant has applied 
for a $1,000,000 grant to explore engineering solutions for the roadway in conjunction with War-
ren. Separate and apart from that, URI students are conducting a non-engineering project that will 
provide useful insights, but are not acting as engineers for the initiative. Additionally, Mackerel 
Cove is now part of a multi-year development and funding effort through the State Transportation 
Infrastructure Program (STEP), though overlapping grants indicate that a viable solution is still a 
way off, especially concerning costs. 

Councilor Meagher noted that Mackerel Cove's roadway improvement status on the DOT's danger 
list has improved from 104th to around the 20th position, easing concerns among residents. 
 
Mary Lou Sanborn, 21 Bay View Drive, representing the Tax Payers Association of Jamestown 
(TAJ).  
Escalating property assessments and taxes are creating a financial strain for many Jamestown 
taxpayers. Household incomes are not rising in line with taxes and living expenses, necessitating 
cost-cutting measures in the town and school budgets, including potential bond issuances. 
With Jamestown's year-round residents now making up less than 50% of total households, the 
Town should consider closing Lawn Avenue School, which has become financially burdensome. 
Closing this school could eliminate $201,000 in bonds and associated costs. Similarly, closing 
Lawn Avenue School could reduce the operating budget by about $5 million, despite some costs 
involved in relocating students to Melrose. Additionally, offering school choice vouchers for 
grades six through eight could provide broader opportunities for students. 
In terms of the town budget, we must uphold a 4% tax levy cap to prevent overspending. With 
declining school enrollment, many students are traveling off-island for sports. Modernizing Eldred 
Field at a cost of $900,000 isn’t feasible, and we recommend deferring senior center upgrades until 
a decision is made regarding Lawn Avenue School, which could be repurposed as a senior center, 
recreation and or community center to save $885,000 in bond costs, plus interest. 
Ms. Sanborn stated the Town must also maintain the Fort Getty RV park, which is the second-
largest revenue source for the Town. Eliminating the RV park would negatively impact revenue. 
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Revenue income for the Fort Getty Pavilion and the golf course clubhouse and other town 
properties should be disclosed.  
The proposed $1.5 million bond for bike paths should be reconsidered as they are mainly used by 
walkers, not cyclists.  The TAJ suggests deferring the affordable housing bond until more public 
details are available; the current balance in the affordable housing trust is $900,000, plus $100,000 
in the proposed capital budget for 2025-2026. 
Future capital expenditures will likely require bonds for sewer facility upgrades costing around $6 
million and a new ladder truck costing $2.5 million. Reducing these suggested items would help 
lower the proposed budget and bond debt over time. 
In closing, the TAG believe that the town and school planning require a more thorough review 
before any approval is granted. 
Patrick Gaines, 19 Columbia Lane, stated he regularly uses the new bike path in the North End, 
and believes it’s becoming a vital part of our community. Many bikers take advantage of this path 
as it connects downtown to Eldred Field. It is his hope the bike path is supported in the Recreation 
Bond, especially as a parent of two children in the North End. Mr. Gaines's kids are finishing their 
last year at Melrose School and will move to Lawn School next year. Eldred Field is a key resource 
for his family; his kids use it every weekend for their U-11 soccer team, and they rely on it each 
spring and fall. He wondered if investing in recreational facilities could help attract more families 
to our town since a substandard soccer field may not encourage new residents. He hopes the 
community recognizes the importance of maintaining and expanding recreational resources, as 
these facilities appeal to people of all ages. In the southern part of town, there is a significant 
population density, and it seems the north end is underserved in terms of recreational options for 
children. Expanding recreational facilities—like tennis courts—would benefit everyone, from 
children to seniors. While there may be differing opinions on sports priorities, the commitment to 
enhancing recreational resources is crucial for the community's overall quality of life. 
Jay Sisson, 160 Narragansett Avenue, and President of Jamestown Soccer Association (JSA). JSA 
is grateful to be included in the bond issue for improvements to Eldred Field and its surroundings. 
Over the years, JSA has established strong partnerships with the recreation department and was 
close to receiving a grant for field enhancements. Mr. Sisson had previously gathered estimates for 
gradation checks and surveyed the area, collecting historical data on the field's layout. Fred Pease, 
a former Town Council member, helped negotiate an important agreement with the State of Rhode 
Island/Bridge Authority regarding the field's condition. As president of Jamestown Soccer for 
about twenty years, he has witnessed a significant demand for soccer for local children. Parents 
want their kids to play in a safe environment, and while the field is usable, it could be better. JSA 
has worked hard to keep participation fees low and provide a fun experience for everyone. The 
initial estimate for improvements was around $196,000, which today would be approximately 
$265,000, including switching from seed to sod to reduce downtime. He appreciates the 
opportunity to share this historical context. Jamestown Soccer has actively cleared brush and 
worked to improve the fields and looks forward to the Town Council’s support in making further 
enhancements. He thanked the Town Council and the recreation department for all their efforts. 
Brad Parsons, 660 West Reach Drive, stated he wanted to share some data. This fall, he ran the 
recreational soccer program, which had 137 kids signed up from pre-K to sixth grade. Of those, 
74 were in pre-K or kindergarten, making up 54% of the participants. This data indicates that, 
contrary to concerns about losing kids, JSA had a substantial number participating.   
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS  

 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Proclamation 2025-10 declaring 
May 2025 Mental Health Month

Vice President Brine read Proclamation 2025-10 declaring May 2025 Mental Health Month aloud. 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine, to approve 
Proclamation 2025-10 declaring May 2025 Mental Health Month. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, 
Aye. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine, to convene as 
the Town Council sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board and to open the public hearing. 
Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, 
Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS 
 Public Hearings: Town Council Sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board 

Notice is hereby given by the Town Council of Jamestown, being the Licensing 
Board in said Town: 

 Pursuant to RIGL §3-7-14, the following license application (F-25-6) has 
been received under said Act for a one-day license on April 24, 2025: 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 
Jamestown Arts Center 

18 Valley Street 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the 
one-day CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE (Number 4 
of 12 licenses per calendar year issued per RIGL§3-7-14) 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to approve the 
JAC One-Day Class F Liquor License scheduled for April 24, 2025 taking place at JAC, 18 Valley 
Street. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
E. Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

Notice is hereby given by the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown, 
being the Licensing Board in said Town as provided under Title 3, Chapters 
1-12 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 1956, and as amended: Pursuant 
to RIGL§ 3-7-15(b), that the following request for consent under said Act, 
Class G. Liquor License (State License) by Conanicut Marine Services, 
Inc., for service of liquor while at dockside at East Ferry for the 2025 season 
no more than 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure for the following 
marine vessels: 

a) The Jamestown, MV Katherine, The Coastal Queen 
b) Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote to grant Town 

Council consent to the request of the CLASS G LIQUOR 
LICENSE.  
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A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to grant the 
CLASS G LIQUOR LICENSE Conanicut Marine Services, Inc., for service of liquor while at 
dockside at East Ferry for the 2025 season no more than 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure 
for the following marine vessels: The Jamestown, MV Katherine, and The Coastal Queen. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; 
and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine  to adjourn from 
sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 Town Administrator’s Report: Edward A. Mello 
NAGE 68 Contract- For your consideration is the proposed Collective 
Bargaining Agreement for NAGE 68 (New Business) 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and Possible Action on the FY2025-2026: Town 

Administrator’s Proposed Budget; Possible action to adopt and recommend 
proposed FY2025-2026 Town Budget of $30,841,871 for consideration at the 
Annual Financial Town Meeting on June 2, 2025: 

Town Administrator’s Proposed Town General Fund Budget of $14,006,265 
and the Town Administrator’s Proposed School Budget of $16,835,606 

The next Town Council meeting is scheduled for April 7. The town staff is looking forward to 
either an adopted budget or a recommended budget from the council. Finance Director Tina Collins 
has a significant amount of work to do to process the recommended budget. This includes 
preparing it for the FTM, managing various warrants, and obtaining approval from the state, among 
other tasks. This process does take some time. If the council has any feedback, recommendations, 
or proposed amendments to the budget, Town Administrator Mello asked the Town Council to 
share them as soon as possible. It would be helpful to address those tonight, as it is on your agenda 
for consideration. Town Administrator Mello stated that adopting the budget by April 7 is crucial. 
This timeline ensures Town Staff can proceed with the necessary follow-up work afterward.   

Discussion ensued. Councilor Meagher stated she was not prepared to vote on the budget and 
bonds tonight.  

As a reminder, the Town Administrator’s proposed budget—and now the Town Council budget—
includes only the debt service for the $3,800,000 facility and equipment replacement. Town 
Administrator Mello removed $500,000 from the Fort Getty investment per the council's direction. 
The budget does not include the $1,700,000 for the proposed Recreation Bond, nor any potential 
funds for the proposed Affordable Housing bond. If the Town Council wishes to incorporate these 
bonds into the debt service, cuts will need to be made elsewhere, as the proposed budget is already 
at the 4% cap. 

Alternatively, if the Town Council decides to increase the debt service for these bonds and seek 
relief from the cap, it may be difficult since neither project is sufficiently developed for the Town 
to take on that debt this fiscal year. If advanced, the full debt service for the proposed Affordable 
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Housing and Recreation Bonds would need to be evaluated in FY '27 to see if it requires relief 
from the cap. 

The Town Council had a lengthy discussion and concluded that an additional Budget Work Session 
is needed. It was agreed to schedule the meeting on March 25th at 5 p.m. 

2026 Proposed Bonds- Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: 
Authorization to prepare Resolutions and Warrants for Bonds: 
a) $3,883,000 Facilities and Maintenance Projects
b) $1,700,000 Recreation  

Vice President Brine made a presentation on the proposed Recreation Bond. See attached.  

The priorities for the Eldred Field proposed improvement were discussed. The Lawn Avenue fields 
are in poor condition, making them unsuitable for soccer. The focus at Eldred Field would be 
adding storage, concessions, and bathrooms since the existing porta potty is far from ideal. 
Immediate improvements mentioned by Jay Sisson indicate the field is above grade from previous 
work, allowing the Town to proceed with upgrades without significant issues. 

The Town Council discussed the deed restrictions at the Eldred Field. There are several, primarily 
due to known archaeological concerns, which require approval from the Rhode Island Historical 
Preservation Act for any extensive studies or alterations. While deed restrictions limit certain 
activities, they don’t entirely prevent modifications as long as the proper processes are followed. 
In 1985, historical artifacts were found. No permanent structures like bathrooms or lighting are 
allowed, and the field size cannot be increased into the woods. While there are restrictions, there 
may be the potential to ease or remove some of them. However, the Town Council must also 
consider the concerns of the neighbors, as any development should respect the surrounding 
environment. 

Vice President Brine stated, the Department of Transportation has provided a letter stating they 
would remove the deed restrictions if a favorable study is conducted. 

Town Administrator Mello made clarifying statements. In 2022, the Town Administrator and the 
Planner worked on adding pickleball courts, as shown on the slide, along with plans to expand the 
parking lot. The Town has documentation from DOT and Rhode Island Historical Preservation & 
Heritage Commission (RIHPHC), and has previously engaged the Public Archaeology Laboratory 
(PAL) for a Phase II archaeological assessment. However, this phase has not begun due to the lack 
of a permit from RIHPHC, which has set additional requirements, including assurance from the 
State Properties Commission that they would consider lifting some restrictions if there is no 
adverse archaeological impact. Currently, the proposed work is limited to the pickleball courts and 
parking lot expansion. If the Town wants to explore different objectives, such as forgoing the courts 
in favor of a bathroom, concession stand, or field improvements, the approval process will need to 
start over. The existing permissions are based on specific requests that do not include water, a well, 
or irrigation, which are all restricted by the deed. Town Administrator Mello stressed the 
importance of clarifying what the new objectives are to ensure Town staff are following the right 
path moving forward. 

Councilor Glackin the following comments. Not everyone plays soccer, and the Town should also 
focus on investing in the downtown baseball field. In response to Patrick Gaines' remark, more 
discussion on how elders are involved in this issue. While Councilor Glackin supports improving 
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the soccer field, the town must consider the perspectives of the senior population. It’s important to 
hear from those who will be funding these improvements but may not use the facilities. She agrees 
with investing in a senior center. Many seniors attend soccer games to watch their grandchildren, 
and incorporating pickleball in the plans could be beneficial, as community interest in it has been 
noted in surveys. Incremental changes may be the best approach. Councilor Glackin stated, 
tomorrow night, the Town Council will be discussing the Fort Getty initiative. If the Town Council 
decides to prohibit RVs, utilizing that area for other recreational activities should be considered.  
It's challenging to vote on a bond with so many moving parts. Councilor Glackin is comfortable 
moving forward with the field improvements but believes more research needs to take place before 
making further decisions. 

Marian Falla, suggested a meeting with the school to discuss this further. It needs more 
investigation before moving forward.  

Justin Siroton, 34 Green Lane. Address some key points about the fields as a former competitive 
director for JSA. The fields are available for anyone to use. JSA typically occupies the field from 
September 1 to October 31 and again from April 1 to June 1. However, between June 1 and 
September 1, the fields are primarily used by adults and camps, leaving little opportunity for other 
sports like lacrosse. Unfortunately, there are currently no playable grass fields on the island. Lawn 
Avenue is essentially a dirt bowl, and Eldred is often waterlogged, making it difficult to hold 
practices or games. JSA’S goal is to improve these fields, establish reliable grass growth, and 
create spaces that can accommodate various sports. While this discussion has focused on soccer, 
it's important to note that other grass-based sports need support as well. Lawn Avenue is not viable, 
but if Eldred fields can be improved, JSA could develop quality fields for soccer and other sports, 
as well as walking paths. 

Richard Smith, 1258 North Road, had a question regarding the recreation bond. When it was first 
introduced, it was at 2.6 million. However, the Jamestown Press reported it as 1.7 million. Will 
there be another statement released for the public that details all these changes?  Since it seems the 
Town Council might be adding amenities like pickleball and other facilities, will there be a final 
total that the public can review before the vote takes place? Can you clarify?  

Christian Infantolino, 28 Reservoir Circle, made a point that his son broke his ankle at the Lawn 
Avenue field, which is in terrible condition. Unfortunately, he believes not much can be done about 
them due to various restrictions, likely related to tribal approvals concerning the grass. He stressed 
the importance of focusing on outdoor recreation, as the comprehensive plan suggests. Eldred Field 
has potential for transformation, and while hurdles exist, the Town has made progress toward im-
provement. The Recreation Center offers limited activities, and the town needs to invest more in 
community recreation.  

The Town Council continued the discussion and decided they needed more time to vote on the 
proposed Recreation Bond.  

No action taken.  
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President Beye recused from agenda item XI) New Business, A) and left the dias.  

 NEW BUSINESS 
 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Authorize Town Administrator 

Mello to sign the Collective Bargaining Agreement contract for NAGE 68, effective 
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2028. 

Town Administrator Mello gave a brief overview of the NAGE 68 contract revisions. 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Councilor Glackin to authorize Town 
Administrator Mello to sign the Collective Bargaining Agreement contract for NAGE 68, effective 
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2028. Vote: Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

President Beye rejoined the meeting and returned to the dais. 

ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS 
 Ordinances: Discussion and Possible Action to Order to Advertise in the Jamestown 

Press; Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on April 7, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. for 
Proposed Amendments to the Code of Ordinances, regarding Chapter 70-Article IV 
Section 87, Prohibited or Restricted Parking on Specified Streets. 

Town Administrator Mello described the proposed amendments.  

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to Order to 
Advertise in the Jamestown Press; Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on April 7, 2025, at 
6:30 p.m. for Proposed Amendments to the Code of Ordinances, regarding Chapter 70-Article IV 
Section 87, Prohibited or Restricted Parking on Specified Streets. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, 
Aye. 

 CONSENT AGENDA 
 Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes 

February 24, 2024 (Regular Meeting) 

Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 
Harbor Management Commission, January 8, 2025. 
Jamestown 250th Commission, February 12, 2025. 

Finance Director’s Report: Comparison Budget to Actuals as of February 28, 2025.  

 Approval of Pole Placement Request by The Narragansett Electric & Verizon New 
England, Inc. Respectfully asks permission to locate and maintain poles, wires, and 
fixtures, including the necessary sustain and protecting fixtures to be owned and 
used in common by you petitioner along and across the following public ways: 
Watson Ave, Relocate P14 (15') East of existing location and permission to erect 
and maintain poles and wires together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures 
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as they may find necessary, said poles erected or to erected substantially in 
accordance with the plan filed herewith marked Plan WR # 31016317 

 All One-Day Event/ Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any 
COVID-19 protocols in effect at the time of the event: 

Applicant: Jamestown Community Farm (JCF) 
Event:  JCF Farm to Table Dinner (ENT-25-10) 
Date:  September 7, 2025 
Location: 40 Eldred Avenue 
Applicant: Jamestown Arts Center (JAC) 
Event:  Screen Dance Road Show (ENT-25-11) 
Date:  April 2, 2025 
Location: JAC, 18 Valley Street 
Applicant: Jamestown Arts Center (JAC) 
Event: JAC TALK: Women Artists in the Age of Revolution  

(ENT-25-12) 
Date:  April 6, 2025 
Location: JAC, 18 Valley Street 

Applicant: Jamestown Arts Center (JAC) 
Event:  Of Our Collapsed and Expanding Breath (ENT-25-13) 
Date:  April 25, 2025 
Location: JAC, 18 Valley Street 

Applicant: Jamestown Arts Center (JAC) 
Event:  JAC Out Loud Poetry Reading (ENT-25-14) 
Date:  April 27, 2025 
Location: JAC, 18 Valley Street 

 Ratification of the Administratively approved Short-Term Rental application(s) for 
the period of January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025, duly advertised in the 
February 27th and March 6th editions of the Jamestown Press; upon resolution of 
debts, taxes, State approval, and appropriate signatures: 

STR-51 Vishal Sharma  11 Bryer Avenue 
STR-96 Charles Beal  53 Standish 
STR-134 Albert Nichols  39 Grinnell Street 

Councilor Meagher read aloud each Short-Term Rental host application name and address, asking 
those in attendance for any objections or comments to be known. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to approve the 
Short-Term Rental applications for licensing as listed on the Consent Agenda. Vote: President 
Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor M. Glackin, Aye; and 
Councilor E. Ross, Aye. 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with a second by Vice President Brine to accept the 
Consent Agenda. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; 
Councilor M. Glackin, Aye; and Councilor Meagher, Aye. 
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Communications were acknowledged. 

 COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
The Council may acknowledge any of the listed Communications and Proclamations and 
Resolutions. Should any member wish to have a conversation on any of the matters, the item will 
be placed on a future agenda for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or vote.  

 Communications Received: 
Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   J. Christopher Powell 
Dated:   March 12, 2025 
Re:  Proposed Building at Ft. Getty

Copy of article to: Town Council 
From:   Marian Falla 
Dated:   March 3, 2025 
Re:  As vacation season nears; short-term rental issues 

unsettled 
Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Ann Kuhn 
Dated:   February 20, 2025 
Re:  Conservation Commission Chair duties.

Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns 
Resolution of the Town of Westerly, In Support of House Bill H5457 
Entitled “An Act Relating to Public Records- Access to Public Records’. 

Joint Resolution of the Burrillville Town Council and Burrillville School 
Committee, Resolution No. 25-01, Requesting Support and Subsidy for 
Transportation of Homeless Students. 

Resolution of the Burrillville Town Council, Resolution No. 25-02, in 
support of Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns 2025 Legislative 
Priorities.  

Resolution of the Burrillville Town Council, Resolution No. 25-03, in 
support of House Bill 2025-H 5371, Relating to State Affairs and 
Government- Public Notice Act. 

Resolution of the Exeter-West Greenwich Regional School District School 
Committee, Requesting Support and Subsidy for Transportation of 
Homeless Students. 

Resolution of the Exeter-West Greenwich Regional School District School 
Committee, Requesting Support of Full Funding of Categorical 
Transportation Aid As outlined in RIGL§16-7.2-6 

Resolution of the Town of Charlestown, in support of House Bill 2025-
H5315, An Amendment to the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, 
To Allow For the Temporary Service of Election Officials After Retirement. 
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XIV. 

A) 

B) 

2) 

3) 

I) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 



 OPEN FORUM 
 Continued (If necessary)  

A motion was made by Vice President Brine to move into Executive Session with a second by 
Councilor Meagher. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, 
Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Town Council may seek to enter into Executive Session for review, discussion and/or 
potential action and/or vote on the following: 

 Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote in Executive Session and/or open 
session pursuant to § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) Collective Bargaining (NAGE 69).

A motion was made by Vice President Brine to seal the minutes and adjourn from Executive 
Session with a second by Councilor Meagher. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, 
Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 
It was announced that no votes were taken. 
The Town Council reconvenes the regular meeting. 

 ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Vice President Brine with a second by Councilor Ross to adjourn at 9:10 
p.m. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Brine, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor E. 
Ross, Aye; and Councilor M. Glackin, Aye. 

Attest: 

Roberta J. Fagan, CMC, Town Clerk 

. 
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xv. 
A) 

XVI. 

A) 

XVII. 



Jam estow n Sc hool  
Dep artm ent 

Op erating  Bud g et &  Cap ital  
Im p rov em ent

FY  2026  Bud g et Presentation 
Jam estow n Tow n Counc il

3 . 1 7 . 25

1
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● Provide adequate staffing to provide quality educational 
programming which will continue to support high student 
achievement and the Jamestown Strategic Plan.
○ Continue to monitor enrollment changes

Goal s

2

○ Support the plan for sustaining a part time 
Superintendent 

● Support Curriculum Development and 
Professional Training needed for 
implementation of high quality programming.
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● Continue a program of Capital 
Improvement to support the 
learning environments at both 
schools.
○ Explore opportunities to 

incorporate 21st century 
learning spaces

● Provide clear rationale for Town 
Appropriation Request.

3

Goal s ( c ontinued )
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4

Overview of District

566 Total Enrollment as of January 2025
399 - Preschool through 8th grade 
160- Secondary: 9th through 12th grade

<10 - Out of District Placements

16% Percentage of Military Students (PK-8)

10% Percentage of Free and Reduced (PK-8)

13% Percentage of Differently Abled Learners (PK-8)

0% Percentage of Multilingual Learners (PK-8)
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Enrollment and Staffing FY26

Projected Class Sizes - Melrose

Grade # of Students in Grade # of Classrooms

Pre-K 25 2

K 35 2

1 34 2

2 33 2

3 31 2

4 46 3
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Enrollment and Staffing FY26

Projected Class Sizes - Lawn

Grade # of Students in Grade # of Classrooms

5 41 2

6 41 2 (reduction)

7 51 3

8 53 3

1.0  Teacher Reduction
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● 1 Special Education Teacher Reduction - Lawn

● 1 Teacher Assistant added 
○ An additional TA at Lawn to support 

reduction of special education teacher

7

Enrollment and Staffing FY2604-07-2025 TC Packet Page 165 of 243



8

Total  Staffing  Chang es

Increase Decrease

1.0 TA Lawn

______________

+1.0 

1.0 Special Education Teacher

1.0 Grade 6 Teacher

-2.0

-1.0 FTE

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 166 of 243



9

Capital Budget

$431,000 Building Improvements

17,400 Technology Improvements

$448,400 FY26 Capital Budget

-32,818
-140,582

$-173,400

FY25 Housing Aid Reimbursement
Use of Fund balance

$275,000 Total Impact on Budget

●Maintenance of Effort Requirement
●21st Century Learning Spaces and Continued Infrastructure Improvements
●Funded with Operating Budget and Fund Balance
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Fund Balance

Fund Balance - 6/30/2024 $1,182,641

Reserved for Budgeted Operations FY25 $0

Reserved for FY25 Transfer to Capital $0

Balance  6/30/2025 $1,182,641

Reserved for Budget Operations FY26 $0

Reserved for FY26 Transfer to Capital $140,582

Available  6/30/2025 $1,042,059
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Grant Support

Consolidated Resource Plan

Title I $30,275 .25 Reading Teacher Melrose

Title II 19,785 .1 FTE Instructional Coach

Title IV 11,630 Robotics, safety care training, PD

IDEA Part B 184,268 1.0 TA, .8 FTE Special Education Staff, 
legal fees, mobility services, supplies 

and materials

IDEA Preschool 10,148 .25 TA,  Preschool supplies and 
materials

$256,106
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Conting enc y

$102,058 

● Additional teacher (or TAs)

● Unanticipated tuitions or 

increases
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Total  Bud g et

Fiscal 2025 $15,317,164

Fiscal 2026 15,585,412

Difference/Increase 268,248

Percent Increase 1.75%

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 171 of 243



14

Revenue Assumptions

FY25 Budget FY26 Budget Change

State Aid $668,621 $560,046 -$108,575

Preschool Tuitions 48,240 51,090 2,850

Medicaid Reimbursement 130,000 130,000 0

Impact Aid 80,000 80,000 0

Town Appropriation 14,390,303 14,764,276 373,973

Total $15,317,164 $15,585,412 $268,248
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Town Appropriation History

Fiscal Year Town Appropriation Difference $ Difference %

FY18 11,196,365 220,716 2.01%

FY 19 11,665,624 469,259 4.19%

FY 20 12,332,867 667,243 5.72%

FY 21 12,484,508 151,641 1.23%

FY 22 12,637,108 152,600 1.22%

FY 23 13,326,701 689,593 5.46%

FY 24 13,859,769 533,068 4.00%

FY 25 14,390,303 530,534 3.83%

FY 26 14,764,276 373,973 2.60%
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Eldred Field 
Modernization Plan

Mar 17, 2025
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Objectives

Create a comprehensive recreational area where 
the community can connect and players can excel.

● Upgrade  Eldrd s occe r fie lds  t o  accommodat e  a ll age  groups  of playe rs  
from u6  t o  u14

● Bring Lawn Socce r mat che s  t o  e ldre d t o  inc re as e  t he  qua lit y of play and 
limit  injurie s  due  t o  fie ld  condit ions

● Prot e c t  playe rs  and pa re nt s  by s urrounding t he  fie lds  wit h ne t t ing t o  
ke e p ba lls  in  play.

● Int e gra t e  Pickle ba ll and Te nnis  t o  inc re as e  communit y conne c t ions

● Provide  ample  s t orage  and s t ruc t ure s  for conce s s ions .

● Provide  cove r from t he  e le me nt s  in  cas e  of e me rge ncy.

● Provide  ba t hrooms  us able  during t he  s e as on
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Concept  

Key
Parking Are as

Conce s s ions /Re s t  Rooms

Pickle ba ll /  t e nnis

Socce r

Bike  pa t h t o  t own

Cont a inme nt  ne t t ing

U14

U12 U10U8

U6
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Proposal -2016  

● Propos a l was  dra ft e d in  20 16  
de s igne d t o  naviga t e  t he  
comple xit ie s  of t he  de e d while  
improving t he  playing s urface s  
of Eldre d. 
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References 

Through efficient use of resources, 
Eldred can serve multiple purposes 
for Jamestown

Tennis / Pickleball Concessions / Covered area Netting to protect players

Composting Toilets
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References 

Netting can be specified to be raised 
and lowered to limit intrusion on 
wildlife

Netting to protect players
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Connecting Eldred with a bike 
path enables kids to take full 
advantage of the facility.

References 

Exis t ing Bike  Pa t h

Propos e d Bike  pa t h t o  
t own

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 180 of 243

Carurucerct~rug [E!drce~ w~tlhl a [bl~~ce 
pisith rerusilbliess ~idss tQJ usi~re rum 
a!~¥1a!u1Jlaigce [J)f thee fsircmU)?, 

-



Thank you
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WELLS 
• JR- I ,s in service. 

TREATMENT PLANT 

Project Update 
March 2025 

• Veolia has been making improvements to the chemical feed systems to the water treatment process. 
Their team is also assisting me with the evaluation of the existing chlorine dioxide pre-treatment 
system at South Pond. 

• Pare Corporati on is finalizing the bid documents for the meter replacement project for advertising. 

• The water department received grant funding from the EPA to replace the watermain within North 
Road between Narragansett Avenue and the waterplant. The scope of work includes the marsh 
crossing where RIDOT is currently investigating alternatives for roadway reconstruction. Until 
there is a des ign for the road improvements the watermain replacement project wil I be delayed. Ed 
Mello and I met with the project manager from EPA about e liminating the marsh crossing from our 
scope and adding Narragansett Avenue from North Road to West Ferry. They reviewed our grant 
agreement and accepted this change to the scope of work. The EPA grant funding will now include 
replacing the watermain in Narragansett Avenue between North Road and West Ferry and replacing 
the watermain in Norih Road fro m Narragansett Avenue to 200 ' south of the marsh as shown on 
the attached figure. Both projects are designed and we have received RJDOT approval fo r work 
within the State Right of Way. Pare Corporation is working on the Environmental Impact 
Document and Section I 06 Archaeological Review that is required by the EPA before any work 
can begin. 

• Tam working with Pare on an update to the Clean Water In frastructure Rep lacement Plan that is 
due to the RJ Department of Health at the end of April. The document provides a detailed 
maintenance plan for all major components to our water system. 

• The Town administrator has finalized the grant agreement from the RI Infrastructure Bank to begin 
our water study project. The study includes investigating interconnection feasibility, studying 
existing water wells that were dri lled to determine if there are any that can be used for public water 
sources, and completing a hydraulic study of the existing water distribution system. 

TRANSFER PUMPING/RESERVOIR 
• No water has been transferred from South Pond. 

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

South Pond @ 6 MG 
Usable Storage, 6 Mill ion Gallons 

North Pond @ 60 MG 
Usable Storage 59 mi ll ion ga llons 

Our annual Water flushing will begin in the next few weeks. Staff will also be preparing the Fo11 Getty 
water system fo r the coming season. 
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WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

• The month ly average daily flow at the treatment plant for February was 0.23 million gallons per 
day. The monthly average allowed by our discharge permit is 0.73 million gal lons per day. The 
peak daily flow was 0.99 million ga llons. 

• I have received the 50% design documents for the improvements to the Wastewater Faci lity and 
Pump Stations. The wastewater superintendent and I are reviewing the plans. 

• Weston and Sampson wi ll be mobi lizing a team to begin the collection system investigation work 
on April 7th. Work will begin with TV inspections of existing san itary sewer piping. 
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OAD CROSSING MARSH 

TRANSMI ION/DISTRIBUTION LINE 
(Future RIDOT proj t - not included in EPA project) 

NORTH ROAD 
TRANSMISSION/DISTRIBUTION LINE REPLACEMENT 

(EPA funded project -
approximately 3,000 LF) 

NARRAGANSETT AVENUE 
DISTRIBUTION LINE REPLACEMENT 

(Added to the EPA funded project­
approximately 2650 LF) 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN RHODE ISLAND 
/oti-;;~~~~11,1 PROPOSED EPA FUNDED WATER LINE IMPROVEMENT 
{t,~ :·A NARRAGANSETT AVENUE (SOUTHWEST AVENUE TO WESTERN TERMINUS) AND 
fi.) ~ t ;} NORTH ROAD (NARRAGANSETT AVENUE TO 200' NORTH OF WESTWIND DRIVE) 
\~~fj,oil·A1~ JANUARY 2025 
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Average pumping in 1000 gallons 
1993 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Jan 171 155 191 163 165 159 149 165 141 141 144 155 139 151 148 
Feb 192 156 187 151 165 165 155 137 135 129 151 147 138 137 141 
Mar 169 155 178 147 154 160 156 139 144 166 158 145 138 153 
Apr 181 170 198 184 160 190 183 167 167 163 160 187 135 135 
May 227 190 223 185 239 202 183 184 179 200 201 207 192 186 
Jun 285 221 226 232 230 240 210 227 204 242 230 200 252 222 
Jul 311 278 291 267 264 288 261 288 261 279 239 205 250 251 
Aug 301 242 291 266 263 264 266 265 235 260 236 273 238 241 
Sep 188 210 212 227 215 201 203 208 189 241 199 178 252 180 
Oct 175 175 184 187 172 166 170 168 158 180 193 163 174 195 
Nov 166 167 177 160 160 157 151 148 146 149 170 153 190 186 
Dec 158 180 174 161 158 151 151 142 145 149 156 153 165 153 

PUMPING REPORT 

- 1993 

- 2012 

350 - 2014 

- 2015 

300 - 2016 
u, 

- 2016 z 
0 250 - 2018 ..J 
..J - 2019 ~ 
(!) 200 = 2020 
0 
0 

· ~ -2021 0 
150 ~ - 2022 

- 2023 
100 I - 2024 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

- 2025 
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JAN FEB MAR 

-2017 23 26 23 

- 2018 44 46 57 

- 2019 1 65 48 25 

- 2020 59 41 34 

- 2021 48 32 28 

- 2022 37 33 32 

- 2023 39 53 so ,- 2024 38 62 85 

C:: 2025 L__ 4 7 58 

Transfer Pumping 
NORTH POND WATER QUALITY 

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG 

23 31 27 39 25 

49 57 55 49 32 

22 44 47 45 37 

35 33 54 52 37 

45 47 51 62 44 

45 49 41 29 24 

44 48 45 53 56 

45 45 81 66 44 

SEP OCT NOV DEC 

24 21 32 31 

27 40 57 65 

27 21 24 31 

35 30 35 30 

41 30 46 44 

22 22 24 37 

44 35 31 35 

40 30 38 41 
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AVG. RAINFALL 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Jan 3.5 1.22 2.94 2.94 2.94 2.19 1.3 
Feb 3.2 0.86 4.25 0.76 4.33 3.06 3.26 
Mar 4.4 4.53 2.36 2.62 3.07 4.11 2.21 
Apr 3.9 1.47 3.53 8.8 3.79 4.61 4.03 
May 3.5 0.32 2.24 6.03 2.03 2.46 1.79 
Jun 3.6 4.2 0.89 1.79 0.89 4 .44 1.36 
Jul 3.7 4.63 2.19 2.7 0.61 4.33 2.16 
Aug 3.8 2.17 1.88 2.4 1.73 1.58 0.91 
Sep 3.7 3.41 2.42 1.54 8.35 1.49 1.27 
Oct 3 1.31 5.33 6.18 5.34 5.04 4.29 
Nov 4.6 2.27 2.63 2.61 9.61 1.89 3.39 
Dec 3.9 4.2 2 .79 1.81 4.33 6.09 4.53 

Total 44.8 30.59 33.45 40.18 47.02 41.29 30.5 

RAINFALL 

:: I . A ~ A I 
6 I \. \ 1 ' I • .. , .I ~ -----·' ... 

4 

2 

0 -

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2021 2022 
2.94 2.04 
2.62 4.77 
2.66 2.94 
3.18 3.08 

3.2 2.43 
1.4 3.11 
3.3 0.35 

5.71 2.29 
2.19 3.81 
4.03 4.28 
1.47 2.33 
1.38 4.48 

34.08 35.91 

- AVG. RAINFALL 

- 2015 

- 2016 

2017 

2018 

-2019 

- 2020 

- 2021 

- 2022 

- 2023 

- 2024 

- 2025 

2023 2024 2025 
6.36 8.12 1.24 

1.7 2.49 3.51 
3.44 9 .28 
3.65 4.22 
3.03 7.32 
3.93 3.89 

5.1 4 .29 
5.08 2.83 
5.62 3.56 

4 0.87 
1.83 3.25 
5.12 7.12 

48.86 57.24 
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RESERVOIR LEVEL - Millions of Gallons 

1993 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Jan 45 46 45 60 60 60 57 60 60 60 54 
Feb 45 58 55 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 59 
Mar 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 
Apr 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 
May 56 55 60 60 60 57 60 60 60 60 
Jun 51 50 54 54 60 51 60 60 59 60 
Jul 49 44 47 45 60 43 58 45 59 54 
Aug 44 35 43 35 56 31 57 37 49 48 
Sep 9 40 23.5 42 36 47 25 60 30 49 43 
Oct 8 33 22 43 55 47 23 60 27 49 40 
Nov 5 30 20 45 60 51 35 60 34 53 42 
Dec 10 44 38 46 60 60 50 60 48 60 51 

Reservoir - 1993 

- 2015 
70 - 2016 

60 - 2017 

50 - 2018 
Ill 

~ 2019 C: 40 
0 ·- 30 - 2020 
E 

20 = 2021 

10 -2022 

0 - 2023 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec - 2024 

month - 2025 
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JAMESTOWN WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
1 Freebody Drive, Jamestown RI 02835 

Phone: 401-423-7295 Fax: 401-423-7195 Email: douellette@jamestownri.net 

Superintendent: Douglas Ouellette 

OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE MONTHLY REPORT 
FEBRUARY 2025 
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Environmental Compliance (Violations) 
There were no violations for the month of February. 

Complaints 
There are no complaints to report for the month. 

Alarms 

There were no alarms to report for the month of February. 

Septage 
The facility did not received any septage in the month of February. 

Sludge Production 
The facility processed 42,500 gallons of sludge through Wastewater Services Incorporated in 
February. 

Maintenance Management 
The Crew completed 58 work orders for February. Sent out RAS Pump #3 to be rebuilt by IPS. 
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Influent Totals Lbs. 
TSS 

Total 4,570.65 

High 967.77 

Low 208.67 

Average 380.89 

LOADING Lbs 
Permit 
Limits 

TSS 

Daily Max 93.58 304 
Low 5.38 
Avera e 29.36 183 

CONCENTRATION 

Percent TSS Removal 

Percent Removed 94.3% 

Percent BOD Removal 
Percent Removed 98.5% 

BOD Concentration mg/L 

Monthly Average 1.8 

Weekly Average 4.4 

Daily Max 6.62 

TSS Concentration m /L 
Monthly Average 6.2 
Weekly Average 11 
Daily Max 12.2 

BOD 

Total 4,637.90 

High 677.44 

Low 277.53 

Average 386.49 

Effluent Totals 

BOD 

Daily Max 51.83 
Low 4.14 

AveraQe 13.92 

Permit Limits 

85% 

85% 

Permit Limits 

30 mg/L 

45 mg/L 

50 mg/L 

Permit Limits 
30 mg/L 

45 mg/ L 

50 mg/L 

Permit 
Limits 

304 

-----183 
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Collection System 
28 pump station inspections were completed. 12 Gen Set inspections were performed. All 

stations are operating as designed. 

Energy Use 
Energy use at the plant for the month was: 15,598 KWH 

Precipitation 
Precipitation measured in at 3.51" 

Chemical Use 

The facility used 577 gallons of Sodium hypochlorite and pounds of lime. 

CL2 & Lime Use 
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Permit 
FLOWMGD Limits 
Maximum 0.994 ------Minium 0.232 

---------Monthly 
0.4268 0.73 

AveraQe 
Total 12.30 ~ 

Flow & Rain 

~ Flow Rain 
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Energy Use 
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Notable Events: 



JAMESTOWN BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2025 

2:30 P.M. 
I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 
A meeting of the Board of Canvassers was called to order at 2:50 P.M. at 93 Narragansett Ave in the Rosamond A. Tefft 
Council Chambers. Board of Canvassers Members present were as follows: Mr. Kenneth Newman, Mr. Hugh Murphy, and 
Ms. Jennifer Thran. Absent from the meeting was Ms. Katherine Wineberg. 
 
Also in attendance was Keith Ford, Deputy Town Clerk/Clerk to the Board of Canvassers.  
 
II.  MINUTES 

A) Approval of Minutes; Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 
1) Board of Canvassers meeting of January 15, 2025. 

Mr. Newman opened the agenda item for the above minutes. Mr. Murphy made a motion to accept the meeting 
minutes presented with a second by Mr. Newman. Vote: Mr. Newman, Aye; and Mr. Murphy, Aye. Vote Passed 
unanimously. 
 
III. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 2025-2026 Budget discussions. 
1) Board of Canvassers Stipend Increase 
2) Poll Worker Pay Increase 

Mr. Newman opened the agenda item for the 2025-2026 Budget discussions. Mr. Ford commented that the budget 
figures that he and Mr. Murphy completed have been submitted to the Town Administrator. There will budget meeting 
workshops on March 4th and March 10th both at 5:00 P.M. here at the Town Hall. Mr. Newman commented that he will 
be present for these workshops and believes that members of the Elections Training and Advisory Committee should be 
present as well. The budget that was put together is a really good budget but we will have competing issues within the 
town where we may be able to get one increase this year and push for the second increase next year. Mr. Murphy 
agreed commenting that Board of Canvassers stipend increase should be pushed for first, since there is no scheduled 
election this year but we should wait and see what the town presents. A Discussion Ensued. No Action/Vote Taken. 

B) Review, Discussion, and/or Action, and/or Vote: Status of Jamestown Elections Training and Advisory 
Committee. 

Mr. Newman opened the agenda item for the Status of the Elections Training and Advisory Committee (ETAC) 
commenting that the committee is in need of at least one (1) republican as the committee is bi-partisan and must have 
members of both parties prior to meeting. He asked that Mr. Murphy and Ms. Thran to assist in finding someone. Mr. 
Ford commented he has reached out to Ms. Mary Lou Sanborn the Republic Town Committee Chair to ask for assistance 
in locating an interested party.  Mr. Newman commented that the Executive Director of the Board of Elections Miguel 
Nunez is interested in attending an ETAC meeting in the future. A Discussion Ensued. No Action/Vote Taken. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS  

A) Review, Discussion, and/or Action, and/or Vote: 2025 Financial Town Meeting to be held on June 2, 
2025 at 7:00 PM. 

Mr. Newman opened the agenda item of the 2025 Financial Town Meeting; this is not a Title 17 Election but is 
conducted like a Title 17 Election. Mr. Ford has requested from the Board of Elections equipment to conduct the 
election. Included in the request is for privacy booths rather than using tables for voting. This will make for a more 
private voting experience, in the past we have used tables with no privacy. We will have 2 DS-200’s, an express vote and 
poll pads. Mr. Murphy commented that he would prefer an all-day referendum which will make if less intimidating for 
voters. A discussion ensued. The all-day referendum will be discussed at a future meeting. Mr. Ford added that the 
future Final Canvass date is tentatively for Thursday, May 8th at 2:00 P.M. all members present agreed. No Action/Vote 
Taken.  
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V. Open Forum 
No items/individuals for open forum. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn with a second by Mr. Newman. Vote: Mr. Newman, Aye; and Mr. Murphy, Aye. 
Vote Passed unanimously.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:23 P.M. 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 

 
Keith Ford 
Deputy Town Clerk/Clerk to the Board of Canvassers 
 
CC:   Town Council Members (5) 

Board of Canvassers (4) 
        Roberta Fagan, Town Clerk 
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JAMESTOWN BOARD OF CANVASSERS MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025 

5:00 P.M. 
I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 
A meeting of the Board of Canvassers was called to order at 5:00 P.M. at 93 Narragansett Ave in the Rosamond A. Tefft 
Council Chambers. Board of Canvassers Members present were as follows: Mr. Kenneth Newman and Mr. Hugh Murphy. 
Absent from the meeting was Ms. Jennifer Thran. 
 
Also in attendance was Deputy Town Clerk/Clerk to the Board of Canvassers Keith Ford, the Jamestown Town Council, 
Town Administrator Edward Mello, Town Clerk Roberta Fagan, and Finance Director Christina Collins.  
 
II. NEW BUSINESS  

A) Review, Discussion, and/or Action, and/or Vote: Budget Work Session and Presentation to the Town 
Council for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-2026 (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026). 

Town Administrator (TA) Mello and Finance Director Collins presented the 2025-26 FY budget to the Town Council (TC) 
members. Ms. Thran entered the meeting at 6:00 P.M. At the end of the presentation, TC President Beye asked for 
comments from the audience. Mr. Newman commented to the Town Council with regards to the Board of Canvassers 
(BOC) budget section. He explained what the BOC does and how changes have been made over the past years making 
their duties more in-depth including trainings, meetings and working the polls for early voting and elections day. Mr. 
Murphy also commented that there has been no increase in the BOC stipend since prior to 1999, with the increase of 
duties, time and trainings this is warranted.  

 
III. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn with a second by Mr. Newman. Vote: Mr. Newman, Aye; and Mr. Murphy, Aye. 
Vote Passed unanimously.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:23 P.M. 
 
 
 
Attest: 

 
Keith Ford 
Deputy Town Clerk/Clerk to the Board of Canvassers 
 
CC:   Town Council Members (5) 

Board of Canvassers (5) 
        Roberta Fagan, Town Clerk 
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JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 

Minutes of the February 25, 2025 Mee�ng 

 

A regular mee�ng of the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review was held at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 
Narraganset Avenue.  The Ac�ng Chairman called the mee�ng to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Clerk called the 
roll and noted the following members present: 

 

Dean Wagner, Ac�ng Chair 

James King, Member 

Jane Bentley, Member 

James Sisson, Member 

John Shekarchi, 1st Alternate 

Robert Maccini, 2nd Alternate 

 

Also present:   Wyat Brochu, Counsel 

Dennis Begin, Zoning Officer 

Suzanne Enser, Clerk 

Alesha Cerrito, Stenographer 

 

Absent:    Terrance Livingston, Vice-Chair 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A mo�on was made by Jane Bentley and seconded by John Shekarchi to accept the minutes of the 
January 28, 2025 mee�ng as presented. 

The mo�on carried by a vote of 5 – 0. 

Dean Wagner, James King, Jane Bentley, James Sisson, John Shekarchi and Robert Maccini voted in favor 
of the mo�on. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

James Sisson moved to con�nue and James King seconded. 
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From Atorney: The agenda was not posted to meet the requirements of the Open Mee�ngs Act so the 
recommenda�on would be to con�nue the public hearing this evening to the next available date. 

Applica�on of Andrew and Jessica Green whose property is located at 63 Whale Rock Road, and 
further iden�fied as Tax Assessor's Plat 12, Lot 192 for a Variance from Ar�cle 6, Sec�on 82-602, District 
dimensional regula�ons, Table 6.2. To construct a concrete pad to place 4 HVAC condensers 12'-6" where 
30 feet is required from the north property line and a generator 10'-0" where 30 feet is required from 
the north property line. Said property is located in a R-40 zone and contains 23,714 square feet. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

No new correspondence presented. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Jane Bentley moved to con�nue and James Sisson seconded.  

Applica�on of 121 Walcot LLC whose property is located at 121 Walcot Avenue, Jamestown, RI 02835, 
and further iden�fied as Tax Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 339 for a Variance granted under Ar�cle 3, Special Use 
Permits and Variances, Sec�on 305, 306, and 307. This applica�on is made pursuant to the provisions of 
Ar�cle 6 sec�on 82-602, Table 6-2, District Dimensional Regula�ons for the R40 Zoning District of the 
zoning ordinance. The Applicant seeks an accessory front yard setback of 13.3 feet where 40 feet is 
required and side yard setback relief of 10.0 feet where 15.0 feet is required in order to construct a small 
two car garage and accessory dwelling unit. Said property is located in a R40 zone and contains +/- 40,001 
square feet. 

ADJOURNMENT 

A mo�on was made by James King and seconded Jane Bentley to adjourn at 7:07 p.m. 

The mo�on carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted by: Suzanne Enser, Clerk Building/Zoning 
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TOWN OFCHARLESTO\'VN, RHODF- ISLAND 
RESOLUTJON TN Sl:PPORT ()It' RHODl!: ISLANO GF.Nl:RALASSEMBLY 

BILL 2025 · H5957 

\VHF.RF.AS, the Town Council of the Tow11 of Charlestown recognizes the importance of 
providing adequate low and modernte-income housing to ensure a diverse and inclusive 
community; and 

\\'IIEREAS, the Rhode Island <,cncral Assembly is co,:,~idering Bill 2025 • I-15957, An Act 
Relating To Cities and Towns - Low and Moderate Income Housing, which proposes that a 
municipality shall be considered lo have a sufficient stock of low or moderate-income housing if 
it has a zoning ordinance provision lha( all housing dcvclopments include al least fifty percent 
(50%) low or moderate income housing uni ls; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation aligns with the Town of Charlcstown's commiln1ent to 
affordable housing and s11swinahle community development; .ind 

WHEREAS, the inchisionary housing req11iremcnt will help address the housing needs oflow and 
moderate-income residents, promoting ~ocial equity and economic stability within the community. 

NO\¥, THF:RF.FORE, Bl!: fl RESOLVEO, lhat the ·1own Council of the Town of Charlestown, 
llliode Isll111d, hereby expresses its strong suppoJl for Bill 2025 - H5957 and utge~ the Rhode Island 
General Assembly lO pass this important legislation; ,md 

RF. IT FUH.THER RESOJ .VF:D, that a copy of thi5 resolution be forwarded to the local 
delegation of members of the Rhode Island Gcncral As5embly, the Governor of Rbode Island, 
other relevant stakeholders, and the 3ll cities and towns to demonslra(e the Town of Cbarlestown's 
commitment to affordable housing and support for 13ill 2025 - II5957. 

TI1e RESOLUTION shall take effect upon pas~age. 

13y resolution of the Charlestown Town Council al a meeting held on Murch 24, 2025. 

A':!::::\ fZo•- vJ tl.,v.,,J..~ CM c__,. 
.t1.1ny Rose Weinreich., CMC To\\1t Clerk 



SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT 
 

By and Between 
 

RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

and the 
                                           

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
 

MELROSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND LAWN AVENUE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 

Amendment 3 
 

AGREEMENT made and entered into by and between the State of Rhode Island acting 
through its Department of Transportation (hereinafter the State) and Town  of Jamestown 
(hereinafter the Town) which has as its registered UEI Designation: KKQQZA6X7GX7 

WHEREAS, the State is the recipient of Safe Routes to School (SRTS) funding from the 
United States Department of Transportation, administered through the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) under Assistance Listing Number (ALN) 20.205; and  

WHEREAS, the State of Rhode Island has approved the Town’s application for funding 
the Melrose Elementary School and Lawn Avenue Middle School Safe Routes to School Program 
(hereinafter the Project); and   

WHEREAS, no Research & Development (R & D) activities are part of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town agrees to be responsible for the design and construction of the 
Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Project will be implemented under the provisions established in the 
Federal – Aid Policy Guide of the FHWA, FHWA regulations at Title 23 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations and State requirements and procedures; and 

WHEREAS, the State and Town  recognize that Project funds may be reduced based upon 
obligational authority limitations.  The State will work with the Safe Routes to School Steering 
Committee (Subcommittee to the State Planning Council’s Transportation Advisory Committee) 
to set priorities based on limitations on available funding; and  

WHEREAS, The State and the Town had previously agreed to contribute funds not 
exceeding Six Hundred and Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($625,000), Eighty Percent (80%) or 
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) will be Federally funded and Twenty Percent (20%), 
or One Hundred and Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($125,000) will be State funded; and 

04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 202 of 243



WHEREAS, the parties entered into a Project Agreement (Agreement) dated April 4, 
2022, for purpose of Implementing the Project and updated this agreement with Amendment 1, 
executed on June 20, 2023; and 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing premises and the mutual 
obligations herein, the State and the Town  hereby agree Paragraph 2 of the Agreement dated April 
4, 2022 will be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

2. The authorized start date of the Project for reimbursement purposes shall be the purchase 
order authorization date. Project performance end date will be December 31, 2026. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation and the Town  
have caused this Agreement to be executed by duly authorized officials on the _____________day 
of ___________, 2025. 

 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION  
RECOMMENDED FOR 
APPROVAL:   

    TOWN OF JAMESTOWN    

          
          
          
Pamela Cotter  Date        
Administrator, Division of Planning          
          
          
          
Dawn Cruz  Date        
Chief Financial Officer          
       APPROVED:   
           
          
John Igliozzi, Esq.  Date    Peter Ruggiero  Date  
Assistant Director for Legal Services      Legal Counsel    
       

RECOMMEND FOR APPROVAL:  
  

          
          
Peter Alviti, Jr., P.E.  Date    Ed Mello  Date  
Director      Town Manager    
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ra Outlook 

Re: CISF - $150,000 benefit to Jamestown residents 

From Mary Meagher <mmeagher@jamestownri.gov> 

Date Sun 3/30/2025 8:39 AM 

To find a jamison  

Cc Edward Mello <emello@jamestownri.net>; Roberta Fagan <rfagan@jamestownri.gov> 

Linda, my apologies fot taking so long to get back to you but i had a devil of a t ime setting up this 
email. I had set up a town email a hundred years ago with Blake Dickinson's help: 
meagherjamestowntc@gmail.com but i guess this is more secure. But for this old dog, new tricks are 
hard. 

I am pretty sure that i did not say CISF offers free classes(! will go back to check and will correct if I 
did) but that they offer a range of classes in sailing and marine education, the latter all year round, 
providing a service that I believe is worth $150000. Now you can debate all day long if the town of 

Jamestown should teach or enable others to teach sailing, swimming, kayaking, surfing or similar 
sports , what Tot Wright once described as "lifetime sports" as opposed to those sports that are 
harder to do as we age, like football or firld hockey ( my sport of choice, i stunk.) But i subscribe to 
something Pat Sheehan said long ago to about raising a kid on an island: they should be able to 
handle themselves on the water. And as i understand it, the town used to teach sailing at East Ferry, 
before that harbor was transformed by Conanicut Marina ( aka in the 60s and early 70s) Fort Getty 
provides a far more appropriate (sheltered) place to get kids acclimated to the water and the wind. 

As to the numbers, my estimate was based on a seat of the pants idea of what it would cost the town 
to provide such a service: to pay instructors, who would have to be trained and perhaps certified, to 
manage the program, to pay for the boats , to have a facility or the means to maintain and store them, 
to insure the whole kit and caboodle. The Rec dept budget shows $150000 for seasonal ( summer) 
support staff alone. And that doesn't include all the stuff that is listed in the Personnel section of 
the budget or in other areas of the budget. 

CISF does indeed charge for their camps I know. The town would charge if it provided these camps 
and does charge for its summer day program. (I dont know what the rec charges for its summer day 
program, i cant find it on their information. ) CISF also provided almost $30000 in scholarships last 
year. And they offer free sailing one evening a week in the summer. 

But i also did some very rough sense of what it might cost CISF to run this program that is based at 
Fort getty in summer but serves the town all year round. i dont think CISF charges the school for the 
services, field trips and classes they hold at the school throughout the school year, at least i cant find 
it in the school budget. So i attributed a value of at least $10000 paying Haley Barber to do that. They 
likely pay her more than that but that value is similar to after school initiatives i can find in the budget 
. They also offer a program for kids who are home schooled but i dont know about that. And they 
offer field trips so maybe my number is low. 
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They teach 12 full day sailing camps and 11 half day camps in the summer season soi figured the cost 
to pay those instructors was likely between $40000 and $50000. There is cost ( salaries) of the 
management and organization specifically of the summer program , again Haley Barber who is in 
charge of the whole thing and Theo Simmons who runs the registrations , for which I attributed a 
value or cost of $30000 to that, as that effort involves several weeks more than the 8 weeks of 
camp.There are of course the costs like advertising , printing, and miscellaneous supplies, which might 
be about $5000. I don't think they provide lunch but they might for the full day camps. I didnt think 
about that. 

Then there is insurance ! Oh my dont know about that but i assume it would be $ 10000 or more for 
liability insurance for those camps and field trips. Now the town gets to lump all that in with allof its 
insurance so its hard to say what the rec department costs the town vis a vis such liability. 
Then the boats . Again you got me and of course they would be amortized over time, but also dinged, 
busted, replaced so how much is that? $15000 a year? More? Lastly there are their facilities , such as 
they are , and other types of overhead including other types of insurance, general costs of 
management, including bookkeeping!!! Again trying to be specific to an 8 week program would that 
be $10000 ? Likely More? 

I run my own business out of what used to be my tv room, i have one part t ime employee. I know what 
it costs me and it always shocks me this time of year, when i do my taxes. 

Long ( really long) and short of it, this was my thinking and rough estimate. I recognize that the 
expenses listed here total up to $120000 to $130000 ( i didnt count the scholarships) i think that my 
numbers are likely low and it would cost the town all that and more if we were to provide such a 
program ourselves. 

I spend a lot of time at fort getty in summer and the joy i see on the faces of the kids at the sea 
adventure camp is just wondrous. Its a great program ! We are lucky to have it. All the best Mm 

From: linda jamison <ljamison0419@gmail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 2:03 PM 

To: Mary Meagher <mmeagher@jamestownri.gov> 

Cc: Nancy Beye <nbeye@jamestownri.gov>; Mary Glackin <mglackin@jamestownri.gov>; Erik Brine 

<ebrine@jamestownri.gov>; Edward Ross <eross@jamestownri.gov>; Edward Mello <emello@jamestownri.net> 

Subject: CISF - $150,000 benefit to Jamestown residents 

Dear Counselor Meagher, 

I wanted to obtain some additional information on a comment you made during last night's budget work session but 
given the time restraint, I thought it best to email you today. 

People are asking the Jamestown Taxpayers Association about the CISF lease given that the campground revenues 
may be going away if the town no longer runs a campground. We would like to inform the voters of the facts when it 
comes to CISF as many are surprised they pay no rent to the town. 

Last night, I believe you mentioned CISF provides a benefit of over $150,000 annually to the Jamestown residents and 
that is why they do not pay anything to lease the 2+ acres of land at Ft. Getty. I think you mentioned generally it has 
to do with free classes for children and adults, and marine education. I would like a breakdown of each of the items 
with their costs that make up the $150,000 so we may share it with voters. 
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Thank you and feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Best, 
Linda 

Warm regards, 
u 

 
mobile:  



04-07-2025 TC Packet Page 225 of 243

r;I Outlook 

Fort Getty Workshop 

From Joan Swift  

Date Tue 3/ 18/2025 3:01 PM 

To Nancy Beye <nbeye@jamestownri.gov>; Erik Brine <ebrine@jamestownri.gov>; Mary Meagher 
<mmeagher@jamestownri.gov>; Edward Ross <eross@jamestownri.gov>; Mary Glackin 
<mglackin@jamestownri.gov>; Roberta Fagan <rfagan@jamestownri.gov> 

Dear Council Members, 

My name is Joan Swift and I am a long standing property owner in Jamestown at 40 Emerson 
Road. 

I am writing in regard to today's Fort Getty workshop. I applaud your efforts to seek community 
input on the appropriate long term use and management of this tremendous Town and Island 
resource. Thank you for your efforts. 

I feel very, very strongly that the Fort Getty property is an incredibly valuable resource to the 
residents of Jamestown and Conanicut Island, and to our visitors. Its highest and best use is 
certainly not as an RV Park. The benefits of removing a commitment to rent to a handful of non­
resident trailer owners for the summer season would include the opportunity for far more people 
to enjoy and recreate in an unusually beautiful landscape with outstanding views and water 
access. The presence of these trailers is an eyesore at the least, and worse, is an egregious 
wound to the aesthetic beauty and outdoor space conservation priorities of our community. It is 
beyond my capacity to understand how this situation has continued for as long as it has. 

I understand that financial concerns have removed incentives for change until now. However, 
the roughly $500,000/yr projected net income from Ft Getty trailer rental operations (as quoted 
in the Jamestown Press) seems a modest revenue line in an environment where we are 
recognizing ever increasing property values in Jamestown and consequently higher property tax 
revenues. (I've just received my 2025 property tax assessment, so I am writing based on the 
first hand experience that all of Jamestown's residents share in making greater annual contributions 
to the operating budget.) 

Why not convert the advantages of these higher home values into a more thoughtful and beneficial 
management plan for Ft Getty? I see programs such as CISF's activities at Ft Getty as a far more 
meaningful use of the property - and there may well be other community groups who could 
contribute to the vitality and broader community enjoyment of the Fort through their activities and 
programming. 

Such a wise shift in priorities would be deliver benefits to all residents of Jamestown rather than 
support a short sighted (but unfortunately long standing - far too long) program that mars the 
landscape and limits the access of Jamestown residents (and property tax payers) to a common 
good and shared resource. 

Thank you very much for considering this plea to change course, eliminate the trailer space rentals, 
and manage Ft Getty in a more responsible, sustainable manner. 
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Roberta Fagan 

From: 
t: 

'lo: 

Subject: 

David Jamison  
Sunday, March 23, 2025 6:10 PM 
mglackin@jamestownri.gov; eross@jamestownri.gov; mmeagher@jamestownri.gov; 
ebrine@jamestownri.gov; nbeye@jamestownri.gov; Roberta Fagan 
Budget for Jamestown 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize t he sender and determine t he content is safe. 

Dear Council Members, 

We hope you will consider: 

- Keeping to the budget as put forth by the Town Administrator 
- Keeping the 4% cap in place 
- Keeping Fort Getty as a campground and upgrading the electric 
- Performing the necessary repair to the Eldred soccer field but any further enhancements should be privately funded 

Thank you, 
David and Susan Jamison 
97 Sloop Street 

1 
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March 17 2025 

Jamestown Town Council 
93 Narragansett Avenue 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

Dear Town Council Members: 

Taxpayers Association of Jamestown 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

Escalating property assessments and subsequent property taxes are creating a difficult financial 
situation for many Jamestown taxpayers. Household incomes are not increasing at the same 
rate as taxes, utilities, and other living expenses. Cost-cutting measures are needed in the town 
and school budgets including the issuance of bonds. 

School Budget: 

• Year-round residents in Jamestown are now less than 50% of the total households 
therefore not increasing the student population. 

• Close Lawn Ave School in the next several years. It is a financial albatross. This would 
eliminate $201,000 bond debt costs plus interest from the proposed recreation bond 
requested by the town council. Closing Lawn Ave school would reduce the school's 
operating budget by 33 percent ($5 million+) 

• Offer school choice vouchers. Off-island schooling for grades 6, 7, and 8 would offer 
students more life-long experiences and opportunities than found in Jamestown. 

Town Budget 

• Continue to maintain a 4% tax levy cap. A tax cap restricts the town and school from 
over spending. 

• Based on continuing declining school enrollment in Jamestown schools, students who 
wish to participate in sports are now having to go off island and join other town teams. 
This would eliminate the modernization of Eldred Ave field at a cost of $910,000 in bond 
debt costs plus interest. 

• Defer Senior Center upgrades until a decision is made on the future of Lawn Ave School. 
This building can be repurposed for use of a Senior Center and a Recreation/Community 
Center. It would save $885,000 in bond dept costs plus interest. 
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• Maintain Fort Getty RV park. It is the second largest revenue source for Jamestown. 
Eliminating the RV park will also impact revenue for our local businesses. On the current 
proposed budget, no revenue is broken out for the Fort Getty pavilion and second floor 
of the golf course clubhouse. What is the revenue for both of these town owned 
properties? 

• Bike paths: based on the TC proposed recreation bonds of $1.5 million, grants could be 
applied for rather than use tax-payer dollars. 

• Affordable Housing Bond: defer $3 million taxable housing bond; no details have been 
presented to the public. The current balance in the Affordable Housing Trust is $900,000 
plus $100,000 in the proposed 2025-2026 capital budget. 

In addition to the current and proposed 2025-2026 bonds, future Town Administrator capital 
expenditures require the issuance of bonds for sewer facility upgrades {6 million+) and 
purchase of a new ladder truck ( 2.5 million) 
Eliminating the above suggested items would reduce the proposed budget and debit bonds cost 
by $6.5 million (plus interest). 
In closing, both town and school planning needs require a wider and extended review before 
approval. 

Sincerely, 
The Taxpayers Association of Jamestown Executive Committee 
Ann Gagnon, Linda Jamison, Mary Lou Sanborn 

AS READ AT THE March 17, 2025 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
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Roberta Fagan 

From: 
1t: 

1 o: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

ANC of Rhode Island <ancprovri@gmail.com> 
Monday, March 3, 2025 11 :06 AM 
Roberta Fagan 

2025 ANC of Rhode Island Armenian flag raising program - Request for Jamestown 
S3005 -- 2024 RI Senate Armenian Genocide resolution.pdf; H8188 -- 2024 RI House Armenian 
Genocide resolution.pdf 

Armenian National Committee 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

7 Armenia Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02909 

Town Clerk Roberta Fagan 
Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 
Jamestown, RI 02835 

Dear Roberta Fagan: 

The Armenian Genocide is widely known and acknowledged by scholars, historians and most of the civilized world as 
the first Genocide of the 20th Century, a precursor to the Holocaust and numerous other 20th Century 
penocides. Attached are the two Rhode Island State resolutions from 2024: H 8188 and S 3005 which proclaim April 

h as Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. The Governor also issues an annual proclamation. 

For the past 25 years, the Town of Jamestown has participated in our program to have the Armenian flag raised in 
memory of the Armenian Genocide. We are requesting you once again fly the Armenian flag on April 24th , which is the 
date in 1915 when 300 Armenian leaders, doctors, lawyers, priests and others were hung in the center of 
Constantinople, thus beginning the systematic planned elimination of the Armenian people from their indigenous of 
more than 2,000 years by the Turkish Ottoman Empire. 

Thank you for your continued participation in our annual commemoration program. Can you please let us know if you 
will be able to fly the Armenian flag this April 24th. 

Yes No Maybe Contact me 

If yes, we would be grateful if you could send us a picture of the flag flying for our community newsletter. 

If there are any questions, please email Steve Elmasian at steveelmasian@gmail.com or call at 401-573-7888, or 
email us at anc.ri@anca.org. 

Should you need your Armenian flag replaced due to wear or it is missing, please let us know. 

The flag is to be flown with the red stripe on top. 

Thank you, 

iphen J. Elmasian - Co-chairman 

# ~ tt.-
Armenian National Committee of Rhode Island 

1 
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Armenian National Committee of Rhode Island 
',rmenia Street, 

r-r"ovidence, RI 02909 
Like us on Facebook 
Email : ancprovri@qmail.com 

2 
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R•i~;vrr 
Portsmouth School Commife~ 2':" 

I 5"' A I 

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION RESCJtlrufifl0!NTOWN ~o..ir, 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island General Law (RIGL) 31-22.1-1. Pupil transportation vehicle is 
defined as a vehicle designed and constructed to seat not more than eight (8) passengers, 
including the operator, and 

WHEREAS, increasing from eight (8) to ten (10) the number of students allowed to be 
transported would result in an estimated collective savings of between six hundred, fifty 
thousand and one million dollars for Local Education Agencies, and 

WHEREAS, 2025 - H 5420 & S 636 would amend (RIGL) 31-22.1-1 to increase the allowable 
pupil passenger limit to ten (10) Rhode Island and 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island Depa1tment of Education contracted with a school bus vendor to 
provide transportation services to students with developmental disabilities for the current school 
year, and 

WHEREAS, the vendor failed to comply with Rhode Division of Motor Vehicles regulation 
280-RICR-30-05-2 "Rules and Regulations for School Bus Driver Certification" by employing 
school bus drivers certified in an adjoining State but not certified in Rhode Island, and 

WHEREAS, a lack of sufficient certified Rhode Island school bus drivers resulted in 
transportation delays and cancellations at the start of the school year for students with 
developmental disabilities, and 

WHEREAS, these delays and cancellations adversely impacted the education of these students, 
and 

WHEREAS, S 397 wou ld allow the Division of Motor Vehicles to abbreviate and reduce the 
School Bus Driver Certification training course for applicants holding a commercial driver 's 
license, and 

WHEREAS, S 397 would also allow the Division of Motor Vehicles to issue a temporary school 
bus driver's certificate to applicants who have been certified as a school bus driver in a State 
bordering Rhode Island, and 

WHEREAS, The Special Joint Legislative Commission to Study Student Transportation Needs 
and System Costs has unanimously endorsed passage of 2025 - H 5420 and 2025 - S 397 & S 
636, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Portsmouth School Committee 
respectfully requests the Rhode Island General Assembly to enact 2025 - H 5420 & S 636 
amending (RIGL) 31-22.1-1 to increase the allowable pupil passenger limit to ten (10) Rhode 
Island and, 
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Portsmouth School Committee 
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION RESOLUTION 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Portsmouth School Committee requests the Rhode 
Island General Assembly to enact S 397 reducing the bus driver certification training course for 
applicants holding a commercial driver's license and allow the Division of Motor Vehicles to 
grant temporary licenses to school bus drivers licensed in bordering States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to every Rhode 
Island Municipality, School Committee, State Senator, State Representative, and the Governor. 

ADOPTED this 25 day of March 2025. 

WHERETO: The following bear witness: 

~: ,. ~ ......,..s:L 
~ peland~SchoolCommittee Chair 

Thomas W. Kenworthy, Superinten ent of Schools 

Karen McDaid, School Committee Clerk 
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City of Woonsocket 
Rhode Island 

Resolution 

25R47 

March 17, A.O. 2025 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE RHODE ISLAND GOVERNOR AND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO RESTORE GENERAL REVENUE SHARING 

TO RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 

WHEREAS, All thirty-nine (39) Cities and Towns across Rhode Jsland have been struggling 
with the recent inflationary environment; and, 

WHEREAS, in the FY2010 budget, the Rhode Island Governor and General Assembly 
eliminated General Revenue Sharing due to declining state revenues from the 
collapsing state and national economy; and, 

WHEREAS, the removal of the General Revenue Sharing forced many Cities and Towns to 
increase property taxes to make up for this loss in revenue; and, 

WHEREAS, property taxes currently represent approximately two-thirds (2/3) of revenue for 
municipal budgets statewide, and Rhode Island has the eighth highest property tax 
burden in the nation; and. 

WHEREAS, the State of Rhode rsland has seen a ve1y good rebound from the economic crisis 
brought on by the COVID-19 Pandemic; and, 

WHEREAS, in the past three (3) years the State of Rhode Island has benefitted from an 
economic rebound and finished their fiscal year budgets with significant 
surpluses; and, 
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WHEREAS, Rhode Island 's municipalities arc an important piece ofR110de Island' s economic 
success and need additional revenue from the State of Rhode Island in order to 
alleviate the property tax burden on its residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND AS FOLLOWS: 

Section J. 

Section 2. 

Section 3. 

The Woonsocket City Council and the City Administration respectfully requests 
the Rhode Island General Assembly and the Governor to reinstate General 
Revenue Sharing for all thirty-nine (39) Cities and Towns to help reduce the 
impact of inflation and help minimize the property tax burden on its residents. 

That the City Clerk is hereby directed Lo forward an electronic copy of this 
Resolution to all Representatives and Senators representing the City of 
Woonsocket, the Honorable Speaker of the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives, the Honorable President of the Rhode Island Senate. and the 
Honorable Governor of the State of Rhode Island. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage by the City Council. 

Daniel M. Gendron 
City Council President 
By Request of the Administration 

IN CITY COUNCIL March 17, 2025 - Read by title and passed unanimously. 
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WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

NO. 2025-17 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN 
IN SUPPORT OF RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS 

2025 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

all 39 cities and towns are members of the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns; and 

the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns serves as a convener and advocates to the 
Governor and General Assembly to support the needs of municipalities throughout the state; and 

the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns believes in: 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Supporting robust local government funding through municipal aid programs, education aid 
and grants. 
Increasing opportunities, through various methods, to raise local revenues . 
Fully funded policy proposals and programs, particularly related to workforce management 
and personnel costs. 
Adopting policies that support 39 distinct communities, avoiding one-size-fits-all solutions, 
especially regarding land use, business licensing and other important policy areas. 
Maintaining local control and decision-making that reflects community needs, including land 
use, business operations, licensing, etc. 
Supporting greater flexibility for local government to innovate, improve efficiency and save tax 
dollars. 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns surveyed all 39 members to develop legislative 
priorities for the 2025 session of the Rhode Island General Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, stable local and education aid from the state will ensure that cities and towns can maintain 
municipal operations while investing one-time Federal funds toward necessary capital 
improvements and economic recovery; and 

WHEREAS, property taxes represent approximately two-thirds of revenue for municipal budgets statewide, 
and Rhode Island has the eighth-highest property tax burden in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, any reduction in state funding would exacerbate a dependence on property taxes, ultimately 
leading to service reductions, layoffs and property tax increases; and 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island's municipalities are an important piece of Rhode Island 's economic success. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Middletown supports the priorities identified 
by the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns on behalf of the 39 cities and towns in Rhode Island. 

March 17, 2025 

READ AND PASSED IN COUNCIL 

~S.&tl,~ ~ 
Town Clerk 
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Resolution no. 2025-16 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN 
REGARDING THE RESTORATION OF GENERAL REVENUE 

SHARING TO CITIES AND TOWNS 

WHEREAS: Cities and towns across Rhode Island have been 
struggling with the recent inflationary environment, 
and 

WHEREAS: In 2009, the General Assembly discontinued revenue 
sharing due to the economic collapse, and 

WHEREAS: The removal of the General Revenue sharing forced 
the Cities and Towns to increase property taxes to 
make up for the loss in revenue, and 

WHEREAS: The State of Rhode Island has seen a very good 
rebound from the economic crisis brought on by the 
COVID Pandemic, and 

WHEREAS: The past 3 fiscal years the State of Rhode Island has 
benefitted from the economic rebound with $417 and 
$878 million respectively and a $410 million surplus 
for FY 2023 an estimated $98 million for FY24, and 

WHEREAS: The car ta~ phase payments benefited our citizens in 
the short term, they did not provide Cities and Towns 
with an escalator to make up for lost revenue and 
inflation. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED: That the Town Council of the Town of Middletown 
respectfully requests the Rhode Island General 
Assembly and Governor reinstate General Revenue 

Sharing for all 39 Cities and Towns to help reduce the 
impact of inflation on the citizens of Rhode Island. 

BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED: That the Town Council of the Town of Middletown 
respectfully requests the respective City and Town 
Councils of Rhode Island to join in our request to have 
the General Assembly restore general revenue in the 
upcoming FY 2025 budget. 

March 17, 2025 

READ AND PASSED IN COUNCIL 

}{~~.~ 
Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF BURRILLVILLE 

Office of Town Clerk 
Email: townclerk@burrillville.org 

Phone: 401-568-4300, ext. 133 
Fax: 401-568-0490 
RI Relay 1-800-745-5555 (TrY) 

Burrillville Town Council 
Resolution No 25-07 

Opposition To Rhode Island 2025 Gun Control Legislation 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Burrillville pursuant to Rhode Island statute and the Town of 
Burrillville Charter, is vested with the authority of administering the affairs of the Town of 
Burrillville, Rhode Island; and 

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified on December 15, 1791 as 
part of the Bill of Rights, protects the individual right of the people to keep and bear arms; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S.570 (2008), affirmed 
an individual's right to possess firearms, unconnected with service in a militia, for traditionally 
lawful purposes, such as self-defense within the home; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in McDonald v. Chicago, 561 U.S. 742 (2010), affirmed that 
the right of an individual to "keep and bear arms," as protected under the Second Amendment, 
is incorporated by the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and is applicable to 
the states; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in United States v. Miller, 307 U.S. 174 (1939), opined that 
firearms that are part of ordinary military equipment, or with use that could contribute to the 
common defense are protected by the Second Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 22 of the Rhode Island Constitution adopted in 1842, provides that '7he right 
of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed."; and 

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 6 of the Rhode Island Constitution provides that '7he right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, papers and possessions, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue, but on complaint in writing, upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation and describing as nearly as many as may 
be, the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. n; and 

WHEREAS, as a matter of general principle, and in recognition of over 230 years of lawmaking under the 
guidance of the Constitution for the United States of America having properly established 
numerous laws regarding criminal use of firearms that are wholly adequate when judiciously 
enforced such that additional laws are unneeded, any law which upon passage renders a life­
long law-abiding citizen a felon through no action of their own, is an unjustified law and should 
be unconstitutional under multiple amendments in the Bill of Rights; and 

l 05 Harrisville Main Street, Harrisville, RI 02830 
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WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town Council of the Town of Burrillville to declare its support of 
the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and to the provisions of the Rhode 
Island Constitution which protect the citizens of the State of Rhode Island's individual right to 
keep and bear arms; and 

WHEREAS, the Burrillville Town Council members each took an oath to support and defend the United 
States Constitution, the Rhode Island Constitution, and the laws of the State of Rhode Island 
which are not deemed unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, and the Charter 
of the Town of Burrillville; and 

WHEREAS, the Burrillville Town Council members give great weight to and adhere to the belief of James 
Madison, Jr., the fourth President of these great United States that: "Oppressors can tyrannize 
only when they achieve a standing army, an enslaved press, and a disarmed populace"; and 

WHEREAS, the Burrillville Town Council desires to protect the rights of law abiding citizens, individuals 
who have committed crimes with firearms should be fully prosecuted with existing laws on the 
books; and 

WHEREAS, bills that have been passed and are being considered by the General Assembly would require 
the confiscation and storage of otherwise lawfully owned firearms, and make the Towns and 
Cities of Rhode Island, responsible for these costs; and 

WHEREAS, R.I. Gen. laws§ 11-47-41. Government firearm registration prohibited specifically says, "No 
government agency of this state or its political subdivisions shall keep or cause to be kept 
any list or register of privately owned firearms or any list or register of the owners of those 
firearms; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to firearms which have 
been used in committing any crime of violence, nor to any person who has been convicted of 
a crime of violence."; and 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island firearm purchase requirements already include a background check, a seven day 
waiting period, and a "Blue Card" for the purchase of handguns; and additionally, a lengthy 
process for obtaining a concealed carry permit - all evidence of some of the most restrictive 
gun purchase/ownership laws in the country; and 

WHEREAS, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Center for Gun Violence Solutions report that 
"Rhode Island had the lowest overall gun death rate and gun suicide rate in the country in 
2022." - is further evidence of the effectiveness of laws already in existence in Rhode Island; 
and 

WHEREAS, the limited gun violence that does exist is not from law abiding citizens who own firearms, but 
from criminals who pay no attention to any existing or proposed laws, so it naturally follows 
that any bills restricting the rights of firearm owners will have NO impact on the criminal 
element responsible for gun violence; and 

WHEREAS, the so-called "assault weapons" targeted in proposed legislation is sweepingly broad and 
includes many semiautomatic rifles, shotguns, and handguns in common competition and 
hunting usage - none of which have been part of the so-called "gun problem."; and 

WHEREAS, these bills not only penalize law abiding citizens from exercising their Constitutional right for 
owning a firearm, but they also damage federally licensed firearms dealers, who are Rhode 
Island business owners. They would most certainly restrict their sales and livelihood; and 
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WHEREAS, the Rhode Island General Assembly, in its 2025 legislative session has pending before it bills 
regulating and restricting the rights afforded the citizens of the State of Rhode Island through 
the Second Amendment to the United States' Constitution and the Constitution of the State of 
Rhode Island, most notably including, but not limited to: 

House Bill 5436 and Senate Bill 359, the Rhode Island Assault Weapons Ban Act of 2025, would 
prohibit the possession of "assault weapons," defined very broadly to include a wide range of 
semiautomatic firearms making these bills more accurately the Rhode Island Semiautomatic 
Firearms Ban of 202S. In order to be exempt, the weapon must, within twelve (12) months of 
the bill's passage, be registered seemingly in violation of R.I. Gen. Laws§ 11-47-41, be rendered 
inoperable, be surrendered to a registered firearm dealer or police department or be 
transferred to a person in another jurisdiction where such firearms are allowed. It would also 
require any heirs of a decedent to surrender or transfer the firearm. If registered, the lawful 
owner would be required to submit fingerprints and pay a fee for registering the firearm; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Burrillville on April 24, 2019, 
declared itself a Second Amendment Sanctuary Town, now reaffirms that declaration, and hereby takes the 
following position on state legislation that potentially abridges our Second Amendment rights. We find and 
declare that these gun restriction bills, if enacted by the Rhode Island General Assembly, infringe upon the 
rights of the People of the Town of Burrillville and the People of the State of Rhode Island to keep and bear 
arms. We are collectively opposed to the infringement of these rights established by our Founding Fathers. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these bills impose unfunded mandates upon local governments; and the Town 
Council of the Town of Burrillville will not appropriate funds for capital construction of building space and/or 
the purchase of storage systems to store weapons seized, pursuant to any requirements set forth in the 
legislation if enacted by the General Assembly for the purpose of enforcing any law, that unconstitutionally 
infringes upon the rights of the People of the Town of Burrillville to keep and bear arms. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to every Rhode Island Municipality, 
State Senators, State Representatives, the Governor and the Lt. Governor respectfully requesting their 
support. 

Passed as a resolution of the Burrillville Town Council this 12th day of March, 2025 . 

•• I 
~ • • I 

I 

I ~TIE~]: Vti:w.."Cf-m ~ . 
• 

Vicki ~artin, Town Clerk 

t, j n 
' 

\ ., 

Donald A. Fox, President 

Burrillville Town Council 
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North Smithfield 
Public Schools 
A community dedicated to excellence 

School Committee 
Terri Bartowjoli, Chair 

Jean B. Meo, Vice-Chair 
William J. Connell, Esq., Secretary 

David de la Cruz 

Christopher Simpkins 

North Smithfield School Committee Resolution 

Funding for Private School Transportation by State and Local Education Agencies 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island Law (RIGL) 16-21.1-1(5) and 16-21.1-2 currently require State and Local 
Education Agencies to provide and fund private school transportation; and 

WHEREAS, transportation of private school students is not a federal requirement; and 

WHEREAS, Rhode Island provides significant subsidies for private schools, some charging tuition 
exceeding $40,000 annually, while districts face rising costs in other areas such as homeless student 
transportation; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of North Smithfield has spent $0.00 on private school transportation for the 
first half of the 2024-2025 school year, representing a substantial financial burden on the district; 
and (**Private School Transportation is currently paid by Non-Public Transportation offset as a categorical 
of the funding formula. ft is processed as a credit on our RIDE invoice monthly, up to the amount of actual 
services rendered. North Smithfiefd's FY25 amount is $44,530.00} 

WHEREAS, during the same period, North Smithfield incurred $0.00 in transportation costs for 
McKinney-Vento (homeless) students, $7,789.10 for students attending career and technical 
centers in other districts, $293,127.59 for out-of-district placements, and $6,809.79 under ESSA 
requirements, totally $307,726.48 in transportation expenses to date; and 

WHEREAS, the growing transportation costs for homeless students and other vulnerable 
populations are underfunded, requiring districts to divert resources from other critical 
educational priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the North Smithfield School Committee believes that amended RIGL 16-21.1-1(5) to 
require nonpublic schools to share in transportation costs with sending school districts would 
ensure equitable resource allocation; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the North Smithfield School Committee respectfully 
requests the Rhode Island General Assembly amend RIGL 16-21.1-1 et seq. to prioritize funding 
for homeless student transportation and require private schools to share in transportation costs. 
Proposed amendments to the statute include: 

1850 Providence Pike, North Smithfield RI 02896 
Phone: 401-769-5492 · Fax: 401-769-5493 · RI. Relay: 800-745-5555 

The North Smithfield School Department does notdiscriminace on the basisof age, race, religion, national origin, color 
or handicap in accordance wich applicable laws and regulations. 
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Burrillville School District 
2300 Broncos Hwy. Harrisville, RI 02830 

401 .568.1301 Fax: 401.568.4111 

School Committee 
Terri Lacey, Chairperson; Jill Calapai, Vice Ch,,irpcrson; David Landry. Clerk Sean Bou; an: Donis.en Allen: 

Vic!or B<: vilacqua; Silvia St. Pierro 

RESOLUTION OF THE BURRILLVILLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS: Rhode Island Law {RIGL) 16-21 . 1-1 (5) and 16-21 .1-2 currently require State and Local Education Agencies 
to provide and fund private school transportation; and 

WHEREAS: Transportation of private school students is not a federal requirement; and 

WHEREAS: Rhode Island provides significant subsidies for private schools, some charging tuition exceeding $40,000 
annually, While districts face rising costs in other areas such as homeless student transportation; and 

WHEREAS; The growing transportation costs for homeless students and other vulnerable populations are underfunded, 
requiring districts to divert resources from other critical educational priorities; and 

WHEREAS: The Burrillville School Committee believes that amending RIGL §16- 21.1-1 (5) to require nonpublic 
nonprofit schools to share in transportation costs with sending school districts would ensure equitable resource 
allocation; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE II RESOLVED: That the Burrillville School Committee respectfully requests that the Rhode 
Island General Assembly amend RIGL § 16-21 .1-1 et seq. to prioritize funding for homeless student transportation and 
require private schools to share in transportation costs. Proposed amendments to the statute include: 

1, Shared Cost Model: Nonpublic nonprofit schools benefiting from statewide transportation should share 
transportation costs with sending districts. 

2. State Funding Priority: Full funding of transportation costs for McKinney-Vento (homeless) students to ensure 
equity and compliance with federal mandates. 

3. Policy Alignment: Re-evaluation of transportation policies to prioritize public education needs and vulnerable 
student populations over private school subsidies. 

BE II FURTHER RESOLVED That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to every Rhode Island Municipality. School 
Committee, State Senator, State Representative, and the Governor. 

WHERETO: The following to bear witness: 

Approved by the Burrillville School Committee 

3 12s-/~s--""":::;_----..c;_--___,;---,<-----_._-
Attested to by 
Terri Lacey, School Commi 

Tho ButriRville School Oepartment does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, so.wal onentaUon, rnarilaf slaws, race. religion. na1.,na1 ongin. color, creed, poliUcal afrniaUon o, chabi61y In any of !ls 
educational progrsms and activities, and in employmenl and applical,on lor employment, as required by Tille IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. the Americans wilh Olsablll!les Act of 1990, Section 
504 of the Rehabifftsllon AcJ. of 1973, TIiie VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act 011965, the ¾Je Oiseriminalion Ad. 011975, and otMrfederal and stale IIIWI that f)(Ohlbil diacrim"1alion. Inquiries regarding nor>­
discrimlnaUon policies will be handled by: O.eeto< of Pupil Personnel Services(OPPS). 2300 Broncos Highway, Harrisv,lle, RI 02830. Telephone; (401) 568-1301; Email: not)discriminationjnguirjes@bsd­
li.om. Inquiries may also be made dlrecUy lo: Office for Civ,1 Rights (Booton Ollice), U.S. Dept of Educallon. a. Floor. 5 Post Office Square, Boston, MA 02109-3921, Telephone: (617) 289-0111; Fax: 
(617) 26~150; Email: OCR Boston@ed goy. ff you requin, an a=mmodation lo attend a meeting or program al a school, call the OPPS at leas, two busineu days In advance CJ( the meeting or program, 
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TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RHODE ISLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

BILL 2025 - HS957 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Charlestown recognizes the importance of 
providing adequate low and moderate-income housing to ensure a diverse and inclusive 
community; and 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island General Assembly is considering Bill 2025 - H5957, An Act 
Relating To Cities and Towns - Low and Moderate Income Housing, which proposes that a 
municipality shall be considered to have a sufficient stock of low or moderate-income housing if 
it has a zoning ordinance provision that all housing developments include at least fifty percent 
(50%) low or moderate income housing units; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation aligns with the Town of Charlestown's commitment to 
affordable housing and sustainable community development; and 

WHEREAS, the inclusionary housing requirement will help address the housing needs of low and 
moderate-income residents, promoting social equity and economic stability within the community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Charlestown, 
Rhode Island, hereby expresses its strong support for Bill 2025 - H5957 and urges the Rhode Island 
General Assembly to pass this important legislation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the local 
delegation of members of the Rhode Island General Assembly, the Governor of Rhode Island, 
other relevant stakeholders, and the 38 cities and towns to demonstrate the Town of Charlestown's 
commitment to affordable housing and support for Bill 2025 - H5957. 

The RESOLUTION shall take effect upon passage. 

By resolution of the Charlestown Town Council at a meeting held on March 24, 2025. 

A\.'->-,...{ ~~{_,. w ~ CM G 
AmyRose Weinreich, CMC Town Clerk 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and determine the
content is safe.

From: David Jamison
To: mglackin@jamestownri.gov; eross@jamestownri.gov; mmeagher@jamestownri.gov; ebrine@jamestownri.gov;

nbeye@jamestownri.gov; Roberta Fagan
Subject: Budget for Jamestown
Date: Sunday, March 23, 2025 6:10:21 PM

Dear Council Members,

We hope you will consider:

- Keeping to the budget as put forth by the Town Administrator
- Keeping the 4% cap in place
- Keeping Fort Getty as a campground and upgrading the electric 
- Performing the necessary repair to the Eldred soccer field but any further enhancements
should be privately funded 

Thank you,
David and Susan Jamison
97 Sloop Street
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