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The public is welcome to participate in this Town Council meeting. Open Forum offers citizens the 
opportunity to clarify an item on the agenda, address items not on the agenda, or comment on a 
communication or Consent Agenda item. Citizens are welcome to speak to the subject of a Public Hearing, 
and are allowed to speak at the discretion of the Council President or a majority of Councilors present, or at 
other times during the meeting, in particular during New or Unfinished Business.   
 
Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room, stating their name and address 
for the record; comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience. It is the Town Council’s hope 
that citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other’s right to speak, tolerant of different points 
of view, and mindful of everyone’s time. 
 
Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website at:    
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-
meetings-minutes/2018-meetings  
 
 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 

COMMISSIONERS 
 
IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS  
A) Proclamation; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

1) No. 2018-09:  Honoring Probate Judge J. Peter McGuirl 
 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 
 All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate 

signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. 
 
VI. OPEN FORUM       
 Please note that, under scheduled requests to address, if the topic of the address is available to be 

put on the agenda, the Council may discuss the issue 
A) Scheduled request to address 

1) Mary Lou Sanborn – congratulations to Members of the Town 
Council  

B) Non-scheduled request to address 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Jamestown Town Hall 

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
93 Narragansett Avenue 

Monday, December 3, 2018 
7:00 PM 
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VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS 
A) Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota 

a) East Ferry Project Review  
b) Town Council On-boarding Program  
c) Preliminary Budget Work Session Schedule  

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
   
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A) Upcoming meetings, work sessions, budget work sessions, workshops, and 
other sessions; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
1)  Town Council Meeting date and time 
2) Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Meeting date and time 
3) Annual Budget Work Session with Jamestown School Committee 

and School Department, pursuant to RIGL §16-2-21  
4) Town Council Tour of Town Facilities 

B) Town Council Liaison positions; review, discussion and/or potential action 
and/or vote  
1) Jamestown School Department Liaison 
2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Liaison 
3) Jamestown Conservation Commission Liaison 

C) Town Council Appointed positions: 
1) Town Solicitor/Prosecutor; review, discussion and/or potential 

action and/or vote 
a) Letter of request from Peter D. Ruggiero of Ruggiero, 

Brochu and Petrarca for reappointment as Town Solicitor 
and Prosecutor, with background information  

2) Probate Judge; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or 
vote 

3) Town Sergeant; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or 
vote  

4) Bond Counsel; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or 
vote 

D) Town Council Rules and Procedures; review, discussion and/or potential 
action and/or vote 

E) Town Council Goals and Objectives; review, discussion and/or potential 
action and/or vote 

F) Review of the Open Meetings Act, Access to Public Records Act, and Code 
of Ethics by Town Solicitor Peter D. Ruggiero  

G) Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote regarding a Grant of 
Easement by and between the Town of Jamestown and The Narragansett 
Electric Company through a portion of Town property located on Battery 
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Lane designated as Plat 11 Lot 11 to provide electrical service to property 
located on Battery Lane designated as Plat 11 Lot 38, and authorization for 
signing by the Town Administrator 

 
X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS 

A) Ordinances 
1) Presentation of certified initiative petition from Town Clerk 

concerning proposed adoption of Jamestown Sanctuary Ordinance, 
submitted pursuant to the relevant requirements of Sec. 219 of the 
Town of Jamestown Charter; review, discussion, and/or possible 
action to notice for public hearing and/or set down for submission 
to the electors for their approval or rejection, no less than 30 days 
nor more than one year from the date the town council takes its final 
vote thereon. The town council may, and if no regular election is to 
be held within such period shall, provide for a special election. 

B) Vacancies; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  
1) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (Three Vacancies - One 

vacancy with a three-year term ending date of May 31, 2021, One 
vacancy with an unexpired three-year term ending date of May 31, 
2020, and One vacancy with an unexpired three-year term ending 
date of May 31, 2019); duly advertised 
a) Letters of resignation 

i) Edie Flynn 
ii) Lydia Thomas 
iii) William J. Piva, Jr. – elected to Town Council   

b) Letters of interest for appointment 
i) Sydney Keen – for full term 
ii) Fred Pease – for unexpired term 

2) Jamestown Fire Department Compensation Committee (One 
vacancy with a three-year term ending date of May 31, 2021); duly 
advertised 
a) Letter of resignation 

i) Jerome Scott 
b) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Sydney Keen 
C) Expiring Terms; review discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

1) Beavertail State Park Advisory Board (One vacancy with a three-
year term ending date of December 31, 2021); duly advertised 
a) Term limit reached 

i) Neil Blitz 
b) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Linda Warner 
2) Jamestown Conservation Commission (Two vacancies with three-

year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised 
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a) Letter of resignation 
i) Bill Reardon 

b) Letter of interest for reappointment 
i) Phil Larson 

c) Letters of interest for appointment 
i) Jessica Wurzbacher 
ii) Sydney Keen 
iii) Susan Shim Gorelick 

3) Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (Three vacancies 
with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly 
advertised 
a) Letters of interest for reappointment 

i) Eric Lexow 
ii) Wayne Banks 
iii) Daniel Wurzbacher 

b) Letter of interest for appointment 
i) John Primiano 
ii) Nicholas Radesca 

4) Jamestown Housing Authority – Resident Commissioner (One 
vacancy with a five-year term ending date of December 31, 2023; 
duly advertised  
a) Letter of interest for reappointment  

i) Kathy Powers 
5) Jamestown Juvenile Hearing Board – Member (Two vacancies with 

three-year term ending dates of December 21, 2021); duly 
advertised  
a) Letter of resignation 

i) Richard Mulcahey  
b) Letter of interest for reappointment 

i) Barbara Szepatowski 
c) Letter of interest for appointment – to move up to Member 

from Alternate Member 
i) Michael Lichtenstein 

6) Jamestown Juvenile Hearing Board (Two alternate member 
vacancies with two-year term ending dates of December 31, 2020); 
duly advertised 
a) Letter of resignation 

i) Cheryl Petrosinelli 
b) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Sydney Keen  
7) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (Two vacancies 

with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly 
advertised 
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a) Letter of resignation 
i) Marianne Kirby 

b) Letter of interest for reappointment 
i) Mary Lou Sanborn 

8) Jamestown Planning Commission (One vacancy with a four-year 
term ending date of December 31, 2022); duly advertised 
a) Letter of interest for reappointment 

i) Dana Prestigiacomo  
b) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Richard Lynn 
ii) Sydney Keen 
iii) Erik Brine 

9) Jamestown Traffic Committee – Member-at-Large (Two vacancies 
with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly 
advertised 
a) Letter of resignation 

i) Melissa Mastrostefano 
b) Letter of interest for reappointment 

i) Vincent Moretti 
c) Letter of interest for appointment 

i) Valerie Southern 
10) Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (Four  

vacancies with One unexpired three-year term ending date of 
December 31, 2019 and Three three-year term ending dates of 
December 31, 2021); duly advertised 
a) Letter of resignation (unexpired term) 

i) Richard Lynn 
b) Letters of resignation (full terms) 

i) Peter Kallman 
ii) Mark Girard 

c) Letter of interest for reappointment 
i) Elaine Peterson 

11) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review – Member (One vacancy with 
a five-year term ending date of December 31, 2023); duly advertised 
a) Term limit reached 

i) Richard Boren 
b) Letter of interest to be appointed to full Member  

i) Lisa Hough – 2nd Alternate  
12) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review – Alternate Member (Three 

vacancies with one-year term ending dates of December 31, 2019); 
duly advertised 
a) Letter of interest to remain as Alternate Member 

i) Judy Bell – 1st Alternate 
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b) Letter of interest for appointment  
i) Erik Brine 

 
XI. CONSENT AGENDA 

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of 
typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item 
as if it had been acted upon separately. 
A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes 

1) November 19, 2018 (special meeting) 
B) Minutes of Town Boards/Commissions/Committees 

1) Jamestown Harbor Commission (05/09/2018) 
2) Jamestown Harbor Commission (06/13/2018) 
3) Jamestown Harbor Commission (07/11/2018) 
4) Jamestown Harbor Commission (08/08/2018)  
5) Jamestown Harbor Commission (09/12/2018) 
6) Jamestown Library Board of Trustees (10/09/2018) 
7) Jamestown Library Building Renovation (10/02/2018) 
8) Jamestown Planning Commission (09/19/2018) 
9) Jamestown Planning Commission (10/03/2018) 
10) Jamestown Planning Commission (10/17/2018) 
11) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (10/23/2018) 

C) CRMC Notices 
1) Semi-Monthly Meeting Agenda for November 27, 2018   
2) Official Finding and of Violation to Makenzie and Brittany Richards 

for mowing an emergent wetland for the property located at Arnold 
Avenue described as Plat 8 Lot 890 

D) Zoning Board of Review Abutter Notifications: Notice is hereby given that 
the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review will hold a Public Hearing on 
November 27, 2018, at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, 
Jamestown, RI, at 7:00 p.m. upon the following: 
1) Application of Angels Kitchen, whose property is located at 23 

Narragansett Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 
568 for a special use permit from Article 6, Section 82-601, Special 
Use Permits authorized by this ordinance, Article 3, Table 3.1 
Restaurant with Alcohol, to serve beer & wine. Said property is 
located in a CL zone 

2) Application of Donata & Neill Barber, whose property is located at 
108 Howland Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 
516 for a variance & special use permit from Article 3, Section 82-
302, Table 2 – setback requirements, Article 14, Section 82-1403-H-
Detached AFDU, Article 6, Section 82-601 & 606 Special Use 
Permits, conditions for granting a variance. Request minimum relief 
per articles to allow for an existing approved AFDU that is .8 ft. 
from the rear lot line instead of the required 30 ft.  Said property is 
located in a R20 zone and contains 16,500 sq. ft. 
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3) Application of Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC (Okema Prop. LLL, 
owner) whose property is located at 34 Narragansett Ave., and 
further identified as Assessor’s Plat 8, Lot 453 for a special use 
permit from Article 3, Section 82-301, Table 3-1 VIB Tavern/Bar, 
Article 6, Section 82-601 special use permit to operate a nano-
brewery and taproom. Said property is located in a CD zone and 
contains 1,373 sq. ft. 

4) Application of Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young whose property is 
located at 260 Beavertail Road, Jamestown, RI, and further 
identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 12, Lots 42 and 212, for an appeal 
pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 82, Section 408 (“Appeal 
of a decision of the zoning enforcement officer”). Mr. Hamilton and 
Ms. Young appeal the Zoning Enforcement Officer’s decision not to 
take action on their formal, written request that he take action with 
respect to their neighboring property owner’s (Geoffrey Hamlin and 
Kristan Peters Hamlin, together, the “Hamlins”) tennis court 
structure (located at 0 Battery Lane, Tax Assessor’s Plat 11, Lot 38), 
specifically to: 
1. Require complete removal of the tennis court structure and 

regrading of the area to preconstruction elevations as re-
flected in the existing plans; 

2. Formally deny the November 6, 2017 Northeast Engineers 
& Consultants, Inc. drainage plan (entitled “Proposed Im-
provements in the Vicinity of Tennis Court”) submitted by 
the Hamlins, because, for one, it is an “after-the-fact” plan 
that is not appropriate under the soil erosion and sedimenta-
tion provisions of the Town Code; and  

3. Require the Hamlins to submit an appropriate drainage plan, 
if still necessary for the work proposed on the whole of the 
Hamlins’ property. 

Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young’s property is located in an RR-80 
zone and contains approximately 45.195 acres. 

E) Abatements/Addenda of Taxes 
Total Abatements:  $69,626.87      Total Addenda:  $73,966.00 
1) Motor Vehicle Abatements to 2018 Tax Roll 

Account/Abatement Amount 
a) 07-1131-01M  $       35.50 
b) 07-1131-02M  $     167.59 

2) Real Estate/Tangible Property Abatements to 2018 Tax Roll 
Account/Abatement Amount 

a) 01-0696-97  $  3,498.94 
b) 02-0317-50  $17,087.06 
c) 03-1105-80  $11,291.53 
d) 03-1302-52  $  6,711.49 
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e) 03-1496-00  $  6,723.88 
f) 04-0035-00  $     106.20 
g) 08-0095-50  $10,794.44 
h) 08-0862-00  $  3,394.96 
i) 16-0680-05  $         5.31 
j) 19-0009-10  $  7,697.83 
k) 20-0505-75  $  2,112.14 

3) Addenda to 2018 Tax Roll 
Account/Abatement Amount 

a) 03-0590-60  $     612.76 
b) 04-0015-52  $  1,566.34 
c) 04-0668-30  $  6,723.88 
d) 06-0302-70  $  1,750.18 
e) 07-0592-73  $  3,544.96 
f) 07-1034-00  $17,087.06 
g) 10-0364-10  $11,291.53 
h) 10-0410-10  $  2,112.14 
i) 12-0901-85  $10,944.44 
j) 13-1734-00  $     274.45 
k) 13-1780-55  $  7,847.83 
l) 13-1965-50  $  3,498.94  
m) 23-0556-00  $  6,711.49  
 

XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
A) Communications 

1) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation Commission re: Water 
Resource Protection Board and proposing WRPB operate 
independently from the Conservation Commission  

2) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation Commission re: 
proposed parking area for the Conanicut Island Sanctuary Trail, as 
developed by Trail Steward Chris Powell   

3) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation re: Jamestown Paper 
Streets and Citizen’s access to water 

4) Letter of Ann Gagnon requesting the Town move immediately to 
protect the remaining 34 lots in the Shores for groundwater 
protection and over development 

5) Letter of the Barrington Town Council to the Middletown Town 
Council re: Superior Court decision concerning Flavored Tobacco 
Control Ordinance  

6) Letter of Arnold-Zweir Post 22 American Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 9447 requesting the Town Council review the tax 
credit initiated by the previous Town Council  
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7) Email of Kenneth Nelson to Police Chief Mello requesting 
installation of a stop sign at the east/west intersection of Lawn 
Avenue and Watson Avenue to reduce vehicle speeding  
 

XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS    
 

A) Budget Work Sessions for FY 2019-2020 
B) Veterans Exemption Review 
C) Discussion on Future Improvements to the public East Ferry boat ramp 
D) Discussion regarding formation of a separate Water Resources Protection 

Committee 
E) Discussion regarding “Excess” classification of the Beavertail Lighthouse 

Property and future State and Local interest in the property  
F) Authorization to proceed to 100% design and bid document development 

on the Golf Course Clubhouse project.  
 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary 
of State’s website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Philomenian Library. In 
addition, notice also may be posted at the Jamestown Police Station and on the Internet 
at www.jamestownri.gov.  
 
ALL NOTE: This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged. If communications assistance 
is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the 
Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 401-423-7230, or email to cfernstrom@jamestownri.net not 
less than three (3) business days prior to the meeting.  
 
 
Posted on the RI Secretary of State website November 29, 2018 
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Town Council meetings begin at 7:00 PM on the First Monday of each month and at 6:30 
PM on the Third Monday of each month, unless otherwise noted. In the event of a holiday 
on the First or Third Monday of the month, the Town Council will meet on Tuesday of that 
week, unless otherwise noted. Meetings are held at the Jamestown Town Hall in the 
Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown. The 
Annual Financial Town Meeting is the First Monday in June at 7:00 PM at the Jamestown 
School Gymnasium at 55 Lawn Avenue, Jamestown. 
 
January        7 (Monday) 6:30 PM   July       15 (Monday)  6:30 PM+  
 22 (Tuesday)   6:30 PM*              
 
February       4 (Monday) 6:30 PM     August       19 (Monday)   6:30 PM+
 19 (Tuesday)  6:30 PM*                      
 
March   5 (Monday) 6:30 PM        September     3 (Tuesday)  6:30 PM* 

19 (Tuesday) 6:30 PM               16 (Monday)   6:30 PM 
 
April   1 (Monday) 6:30 PM               October         7 (Monday)   6:30 PM  
 15 (Monday) 6:30 PM                     21 (Monday)   6:30 PM 

 
May   6 (Monday) 6:30 PM               November      4 (Monday)   6:30 PM 

20 (Monday) 6:30 PM                    18 (Monday)   6:30 PM 
 

June   3 (Monday)    6:30 PM**                December      2 (Monday)   6:30 PM  
    17 (Monday) 6:30 PM                    16 (Monday)   6:30 PM 
 
Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-6 (a), (b) and (c), the Annual Notice and Notice of all Town 
Council Meetings are posted on the Secretary of State’s website, the Jamestown 
Town Hall, the Jamestown Philomenian Library, and the Jamestown Police Station. 
In addition to the above locations, notice is also posted on the Internet at: 
www.jamestownri.gov.   
 
ALL NOTE: This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged. If 
communications assistance is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal 
participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, contact the Town Clerk by telephone at 401-
423-9800, via facsimile to 401-423-7230, or by email to cfernstrom@jamestownri.net not 
less than three (3) business days prior to the meeting. 
 
*Tuesday meeting following Monday holiday                 **Annual Financial Town Meeting 
+One Meeting in July and August            

 
PRELIMINARY 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
TOWN COUNCIL  

ANNUAL MEETING 
SCHEDULE 

2019 







R U G G I E R O  B R O C H U  &  P E T R A R C A  
A T T O R N E Y S  A N D  C O U N S E L L O R S  A T  L A W  

 Twenty Centerville Road Peter D. Ruggiero 
 Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 Wyatt A. Brochu 
 Tel: 401-737-8700   Fax: 401-737-0735 David R. Petrarca, Jr.

November 26, 2018 
 
Via E-Mail Only 
JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 
c/o Andy Nota, Town Administrator 
93 Narragansett Avenue 
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835 
 
Re: Town Solicitor Re-Appointment Request and Background Information 
 
Dear Honorable Town Council Members: 
 
Attached are several documents which provide background information on my personal training, education and 
experience, along with the same information for Wyatt Brochu and David Petrarca, Jr., the other attorneys in 
our law practice group.  I have also provided a law practice group biography for your information. 
 
By way of this letter, I wish to indicate my desire to continue to serve the Jamestown Town Council and the 
Town of Jamestown as the Town Solicitor.  If re-appointed, Mr. Brochu and Mr. Petrarca will also continue to 
assist the Town in their existing capacities and as needed. As you may already know, the position of Town 
Solicitor is a prerogative appointment of the Town Council and serves at the pleasure of the Town Council. 
 
I was appointed an Assistant Town Solicitor beginning in 2003 and then later appointed Town Solicitor in 2007. 
At present, I have been assigned to provide general counsel services to the Town and legal coverage to the 
Planning Commission, the Zoning Board of Review, prosecution of police matters and providing general legal 
advice to other Town boards, commissions and staff.  I attend Town Council meetings, while Mr. Brochu 
attends Planning Commission and Zoning Board meetings.  Mr. Brochu also prosecutes Town Police 
Department matters.  Mr. Petrarca has assisted in coverage assignments and special projects for the Town, 
including conducting the yearly tax sales for the Town.  I have assisted the Town Administrator in negotiating 
several labor contracts containing substantial cost savings to taxpayers. I have also litigated and/or contested 
several issues on behalf of the Town and achieved noteworthy results in those cases. Mr. Brochu likewise 
defends decisions of the Planning Commission and Zoning Board in the Superior Court and has also achieved 
notable results. 
 
My current rate of compensation is $6,500 per month for general counsel services, including coverage of Town 
Council, Planning Commission, and Zoning Board of Review meetings, along with prosecution of police 
matters in R.I. District Court and the R.I. Traffic Tribunal.  My office also provides coverage at various board 
and commission meetings and legal advice to Town staff upon request.  This compensation rate will amount to 
a total annual cost to the Town for all these services of $78,000.  This monthly general counsel services 
compensation has not been increased since my original appointment in 2007.  This amount is well below the 
annual cost comparable communities expend for general legal services.  For litigation, negotiation and other 
non-retainer matters, an hourly rate of $135.00 per hour applies.  Again, this rate of compensation has not been 
increased since my original appointment.  Our law practice group prides itself on cost containment to municipal 
clients and strives for efficiency to ensure that non-retainer costs are reasonable, necessary and at an absolute 
minimum.  Over the many years of service to the Town, my total annual compensation for all my services 
provided to the Town has always been well within the budgeted allocation for legal services. 
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Since 2014, the coordinated provision of general counsel and police prosecution services to the Town by our 
law practice group has provided better overall service coordination, a higher quality of legal services and a more 
comprehensive and  experienced service. In consideration of the forgoing, I am able to continue to provide these 
services as follows: a monthly retainer of $6,500 for general counsel, attendance at two Town Council 
meetings, two Planning Commission meetings, one Zoning Board of Review meeting per month and monthly 
police prosecution efforts – this will amount to a total annual cost to the Town for all these services of $78,000.  
This amount is well below the annual cost of comparable communities for general legal services.  In addition, 
any labor negotiation, litigation matters or special projects outside the general monthly services will be billed at 
the rate of $135.00 per hour. We will continue to be proficient to ensure that non-retainer costs are reasonable, 
essential and economical.  
 
I am available to meet and answer any questions of the Town Council regarding my continued service to the 
Town and the level, capacity and cost of that service. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Peter D. Ruggiero 
Peter D. Ruggiero 
PDR/ml 
 
Enclosures 

  



 

R UGG IERO,  BR OCHU  & P ETRAR CA 
A T T O R N E Y S  A N D  C O U N S E L L O R S  A T  L A W  

 Twenty Centerville Road Peter D. Ruggiero 
 Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 Wyatt A. Brochu 
 Tel: 401-737-8700   Fax: 401-737-0735 David R. Petrarca, Jr.

Practice Group Profile 
 
RUGGIERO, BROCHU & PETRARCA is a general practice law firm started in 2002 with extensive experience in land 
use, environmental, administrative, labor, real estate, estate planning, government and constitutional law.  The practice 
group consists of Peter D. Ruggiero, Wyatt A. Brochu and David R. Petrarca, Jr. 
 
Peter D. Ruggiero is an attorney and member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (“AICP”).  Mr. Ruggiero is 
admitted to practice law in the states of Rhode Island and Massachusetts and the Federal Court system.  Mr. Ruggiero 
attained a Master’s Degree in Community Planning and Area Development and a Juris Doctor Degree.  Mr. Ruggiero’s 
professional career has spanned more than 38 years involving public service positions as a planner at the local, regional 
and state levels and numerous public and private sector legal services clients.  Presently, Mr. Ruggiero serves several 
municipal clients as their solicitor and general counsel, assists planning boards, zoning boards, along with other boards, 
commissions and committees, prosecutes criminal matters, serves as alternate probate judge in three communities, and 
serves other quasi-government agencies, such as housing authorities and fire districts in their legal obligations.  Mr. 
Ruggiero has successfully negotiated multiple public sector collective bargaining agreements attaining multi-million 
dollars in savings for municipalities and their taxpayers.  Mr. Ruggiero also serves as general counsel to several large 
corporations and has overseen numerous multi-million dollar transactions for them.  Mr. Ruggiero routinely appears in the 
State and Federal Court systems concerning client litigation matters. 
 
Wyatt A. Brochu, Esquire is admitted to practice law in the states of Rhode Island and Massachusetts and the associated 
federal district and appellate courts. Attorney Brochu conducts a private law practice with a focus in municipal 
representation, criminal prosecution and defense, litigation and transactional business, corporate, small estate, land use 
and community planning, and real estate matters.  Mr. Brochu is a former Assistant Chief Law Clerk for the Rhode Island 
Judiciary, and currently serves as an Assistant Solicitor and Prosecuting Solicitor for the Town of Jamestown, the Town 
of Charlestown, and the Town of Scituate.  Attorney Brochu has also served as special counsel to several municipalities in 
Rhode Island, focusing on town council, planning, land use, and law enforcement matters.  Additionally, Attorney Brochu 
counsels and represents private clients in Business Organization, Financing, Corporate Governance, and Compliance; 
Criminal Defense, DUI / Refusal, and Weapons matters; Real Estate Purchase and Financing; Municipal Law, Land Use 
Regulation and Development; and Wills, Guardianship, and Probate matters. 
 
David R. Petrarca, Jr. engages in a general law practice with a focus in litigation and transactional business, estate 
planning, corporate, small estate, municipal, land use and community planning, and real estate matters.  Mr. Petrarca is 
admitted to practice law in the states of Rhode Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut and the associated federal courts.  
Mr. Petrarca is the solicitor for the New Shoreham Water and Sewer Commissions and additionally serves as special 
counsel, focusing on town council, Open Meetings Act and Access to Public Records Act compliance, litigation, planning, 
and land use matters, for the City of Warwick, Town of Jamestown, Town of Charlestown, and Town of Exeter, as well as 
several municipal fire districts.  He prosecutes and defends matters in the Rhode Island District and Superior Courts, as 
well as the Federal District Court of Rhode Island.  Mr. Petrarca is also a Title Insurance Agent & Attorney for 
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TITLE 42 
State Affairs and Government 

CHAPTER 42-46 
Open Meetings 

 

§ 42-46-1. Public policy.  
 
It is essential to the maintenance of a democratic society that public business be performed in an 
open and public manner and that the citizens be advised of and aware of the performance of 
public officials and the deliberations and decisions that go into the making of public policy.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-1; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2.)  

§ 42-46-2. Definitions.  
 
As used in this chapter:  

(1) "Meeting" means the convening of a public body to discuss and/or act upon a matter over 
which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power. As used herein, 
the term "meeting" expressly includes, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, so-called 
"workshop," "working," or "work" sessions.  

(2) "Open call" means a public announcement by the chairperson of the committee that the 
meeting is going to be held in executive session and the chairperson must indicate which 
exception of § 42-46-5 is being involved.  

(3) "Public body" means any department, agency, commission, committee, board, council, 
bureau, or authority or any subdivision thereof of state or municipal government or any library 
that funded at least twenty-five percent (25%) of its operational budget in the prior budget year 
with public funds, and shall include all authorities defined in § 42-35-1(b). For purposes of this 
section, any political party, organization, or unit thereof meeting or convening is not and should 
not be considered to be a public body; provided, however, that no such meeting shall be used to 
circumvent the requirements of this chapter.  

(4) "Quorum", unless otherwise defined by applicable law, means a simple majority of the 
membership of a public body.  

(5) "Prevailing plaintiff" includes those persons and entities deemed "prevailing parties" pursuant 
to 42 U.S.C. § 1988.  
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(6) "Open forum" means the designated portion of an open meeting, if any, on a properly posted 
notice reserved for citizens to address comments to a public body relating to matters affecting the 
public business.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-2; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1982, ch. 352, § 1; P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 1; 
P.L. 1995, ch. 297, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 1; P.L. 2005, ch. 103, § 1; P.L. 2005, ch. 134, § 1; 
P.L. 2006, ch. 453, § 1; P.L. 2007, ch. 129, § 1; P.L. 2007, ch. 180, § 1; P.L. 2008, ch. 475, § 
11.)  

§ 42-46-3. Open meetings.  
 
Every meeting of all public bodies shall be open to the public unless closed pursuant to §§ 42-
46-4 and 42-46-5.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-3; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2.)  

§ 42-46-4. Closed meetings.  
 
(a) By open call, a public body may hold a meeting closed to the public upon an affirmative vote 
of the majority of its members. A meeting closed to the public shall be limited to matters allowed 
to be exempted from discussion at open meetings by § 42-46-5. The vote of each member on the 
question of holding a meeting closed to the public and the reason for holding a closed meeting, 
by a citation to a subdivision of § 42-46-5(a), and a statement specifying the nature of the 
business to be discussed, shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the meeting. No 
public body shall discuss in closed session any public matter which does not fall within the 
citations to § 42-46-5(a) referred to by the public body in voting to close the meeting, even if 
these discussions could otherwise be closed to the public under this chapter.  

(b) All votes taken in closed sessions shall be disclosed once the session is reopened; provided, 
however, a vote taken in a closed session need not be disclosed for the period of time during 
which its disclosure would jeopardize any strategy, negotiation or investigation undertaken 
pursuant to discussions conducted under § 42-46-5(a).  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-4; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1988, ch. 84, § 29; P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 1, 
P.L. 1990, ch. 201, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 1; P.L. 2007, ch. 340, § 37.)  

 

§ 42-46-5. Purposes for which meeting may be closed – Use of electronic communications – 
Judicial proceedings – Disruptive conduct.  
 
(a) A public body may hold a meeting closed to the public pursuant to § 42-46-4 for one or more 
of the following purposes:  
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(1) Any discussions of the job performance, character, or physical or mental health of a person or 
persons provided that such person or persons affected shall have been notified in advance in 
writing and advised that they may require that the discussion be held at an open meeting.  

Failure to provide such notification shall render any action taken against the person or persons 
affected null and void. Before going into a closed meeting pursuant to this subsection, the public 
body shall state for the record that any persons to be discussed have been so notified and this 
statement shall be noted in the minutes of the meeting.  

(2) Sessions pertaining to collective bargaining or litigation, or work sessions pertaining to 
collective bargaining or litigation.  

(3) Discussion regarding the matter of security including, but not limited to, the deployment of 
security personnel or devices.  

(4) Any investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct, either civil or criminal.  

(5) Any discussions or considerations related to the acquisition or lease of real property for 
public purposes, or of the disposition of publicly held property wherein advanced public 
information would be detrimental to the interest of the public.  

(6) Any discussions related to or concerning a prospective business or industry locating in the 
state of Rhode Island when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the interest of 
the public.  

(7) A matter related to the question of the investment of public funds where the premature 
disclosure would adversely affect the public interest. Public funds shall include any investment 
plan or matter related thereto, including, but not limited to, state lottery plans for new 
promotions.  

(8) Any executive sessions of a local school committee exclusively for the purposes: (i) of 
conducting student disciplinary hearings; or (ii) of reviewing other matters which relate to the 
privacy of students and their records, including all hearings of the various juvenile hearing 
boards of any municipality; provided, however, that any affected student shall have been notified 
in advance in writing and advised that he or she may require that the discussion be held in an 
open meeting.  

Failure to provide such notification shall render any action taken against the student or students 
affected null and void. Before going into a closed meeting pursuant to this subsection, the public 
body shall state for the record that any students to be discussed have been so notified and this 
statement shall be noted in the minutes of the meeting.  

(9) Any hearings on, or discussions of, a grievance filed pursuant to a collective bargaining 
agreement.  

(10) Any discussion of the personal finances of a prospective donor to a library.  
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(b) No meeting of members of a public body or use of electronic communication, including 
telephonic communication and telephone conferencing, shall be used to circumvent the spirit or 
requirements of this chapter; provided, however, these meetings and discussions are not 
prohibited.  

(1) Provided, further however, that discussions of a public body via electronic communication, 
including telephonic communication and telephone conferencing, shall be permitted only to 
schedule a meeting.  

(2) Provided, further however, that a member of a public body may participate by use of 
electronic communication or telephone communication while on active duty in the armed 
services of the United States.  

(3) Provided, further however, that a member of that public body, who has a disability as defined 
in chapter 87 of title 42 and:  

(i) Cannot attend meetings of that public body solely by reason of his or her disability; and  

(ii) Cannot otherwise participate in the meeting without the use of electronic communication or 
telephone communication as reasonable accommodation, may participate by use of electronic 
communication or telephone communication in accordance with the process below.  

(4) The governor's commission on disabilities is authorized and directed to:  

(i) Establish rules and regulations for determining whether a member of a public body is not 
otherwise able to participate in meetings of that public body without the use of electronic 
communication or telephone communication as a reasonable accommodation due to that 
member's disability;  

(ii) Grant a waiver that allows a member to participate by electronic communication or telephone 
communication only if the member's disability would prevent him/her from being physically 
present at the meeting location, and the use of such communication is the only reasonable 
accommodation; and  

(iii) Any waiver decisions shall be a matter of public record.  

(c) This chapter shall not apply to proceedings of the judicial branch of state government or 
probate court or municipal court proceedings in any city or town.  

(d) This chapter shall not prohibit the removal of any person who willfully disrupts a meeting to 
the extent that orderly conduct of the meeting is seriously compromised.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-5; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1982, ch. 352, § 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 1; 
P.L. 1995, ch. 265, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 1; P.L. 2000, ch. 330, § 1; P.L. 2000, ch. 463, § 1; 
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P.L. 2005, ch. 91, § 1; P.L. 2005, ch. 98, § 1; P.L. 2005, ch. 103, § 1; P.L. 2005, ch. 134, § 1; 
P.L. 2006, ch. 602, § 1; P.L. 2007, ch. 433, § 1.)  

 
 

§ 42-46-6. Notice.  
 
(a) All public bodies shall give written notice of their regularly scheduled meetings at the 
beginning of each calendar year. The notice shall include the dates, times, and places of the 
meetings and shall be provided to members of the public upon request and to the secretary of 
state at the beginning of each calendar year in accordance with subsection (f).  

(b) Public bodies shall give supplemental written public notice of any meeting within a minimum 
of forty-eight (48) hours, excluding weekends and state holidays in the count of hours, before the 
date. This notice shall include the date the notice was posted; the date, time, and place of the 
meeting; and a statement specifying the nature of the business to be discussed. Copies of the 
notice shall be maintained by the public body for a minimum of one year. Nothing contained 
herein shall prevent a public body, other than a school committee, from adding additional items 
to the agenda by majority vote of the members. School committees may, however, add items for 
informational purposes only, pursuant to a request, submitted in writing, by a member of the 
public during the public comment session of the school committee's meetings. Said informational 
items may not be voted upon unless they have been posted in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. Such additional items shall be for informational purposes only and may not be voted 
on except where necessary to address an unexpected occurrence that requires immediate action 
to protect the public or to refer the matter to an appropriate committee or to another body or 
official.  

(c) Written public notice shall include, but need not be limited to, posting a copy of the notice at 
the principal office of the public body holding the meeting, or if no principal office exists, at the 
building in which the meeting is to be held, and in at least one other prominent place within the 
governmental unit, and electronic filing of the notice with the secretary of state pursuant to 
subsection (f); however, nothing contained herein shall prevent a public body from holding an 
emergency meeting, upon an affirmative vote of the majority of the members of the body when 
the meeting is deemed necessary to address an unexpected occurrence that requires immediate 
action to protect the public. If an emergency meeting is called, a meeting notice and agenda shall 
be posted as soon as practicable and shall be electronically filed with the secretary of state 
pursuant to subsection (f) and, upon meeting, the public body shall state for the record and 
minutes why the matter must be addressed in less than forty-eight (48) hours in accordance with 
subsection (b) of this section and only discuss the issue or issues that created the need for an 
emergency meeting. Nothing contained herein shall be used in the circumvention of the spirit 
and requirements of this chapter.  

(d) Nothing within this chapter shall prohibit any public body, or the members thereof, from 
responding to comments initiated by a member of the public during a properly noticed open 
forum even if the subject matter of a citizen's comments or discussions were not previously 
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posted, provided such matters shall be for informational purposes only and may not be voted on 
except where necessary to address an unexpected occurrence that requires immediate action to 
protect the public or to refer the matter to an appropriate committee or to another body or 
official. Nothing contained in this chapter requires any public body to hold an open-forum 
session to entertain or respond to any topic nor does it prohibit any public body from limiting 
comment on any topic at such an open-forum session. No public body, or the members thereof, 
may use this section to circumvent the spirit or requirements of this chapter.  

(e) A school committee may add agenda items not appearing in the published notice required by 
this section under the following conditions:  

(1) The revised agenda is electronically filed with the secretary of state pursuant to subsection 
(f), and is posted on the school district's website and the two (2) public locations required by this 
section at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting in accordance with subsection 
(b) of this section;  

(2) The new agenda items were unexpected and could not have been added in time for newspaper 
publication;  

(3) Upon meeting, the public body states for the record and minutes why the agenda items could 
not have been added in time for newspaper publication and need to be addressed at the meeting;  

(4) A formal process is available to provide timely notice of the revised agenda to any person 
who has requested that notice, and the school district has taken reasonable steps to make the 
public aware of this process; and  

(5) The published notice shall include a statement that any changes in the agenda will be posted 
on the school district's website and the two (2) public locations required by this section and will 
be electronically filed with the secretary of state at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the 
meeting in accordance with subsection (b) of this section.  

(f) All notices required by this section to be filed with the secretary of state shall be 
electronically transmitted to the secretary of state in accordance with rules and regulations that 
shall be promulgated by the secretary of state. This requirement of the electronic transmission 
and filing of notices with the secretary of state shall take effect one year after this subsection 
takes effect.  

(g) If a public body fails to transmit notices in accordance with this section, then any aggrieved 
person may file a complaint with the attorney general in accordance with § 42-46-8.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-6; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1981, ch. 182, § 1; P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 1; 
P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 1; P.L. 2001, ch. 360, § 1; P.L. 2003, ch. 305, § 1; 
P.L. 2003, ch. 362, § 1; P.L. 2006, ch. 328, § 1; P.L. 2006, ch. 453, § 1; P.L. 2006, ch. 458, § 1; 
P.L. 2011, ch. 151, art. 12, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 214, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 333, § 1.)  
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§ 42-46-7. Minutes.  
 
(a) All public bodies shall keep written minutes of all their meetings. The minutes shall include, 
but need not be limited to:  

(1) The date, time, and place of the meeting;  

(2) The members of the public body recorded as either present or absent;  

(3) A record by individual members of any vote taken; and  

(4) Any other information relevant to the business of the public body that any member of the 
public body requests be included or reflected in the minutes.  

(b)(1) A record of all votes taken at all meetings of public bodies, listing how each member 
voted on each issue, shall be a public record and shall be available to the public at the office of 
the public body within two (2) weeks of the date of the vote. The minutes shall be public records 
and unofficial minutes shall be available to the public at the office of the public body within 
thirty-five (35) days of the meeting or at the next regularly scheduled meeting, whichever is 
earlier, except where the disclosure would be inconsistent with §§ 42-46-4 and 42-46-5 or where 
the public body by majority vote extends the time period for the filing of the minutes and 
publicly states the reason.  

(2) In addition to the provisions of subsection (b)(1), all volunteer fire companies, associations, 
fire district companies, or any other organization currently engaged in the mission of 
extinguishing fires and preventing fire hazards, whether it is incorporated or not, and whether it 
is a paid department or not, shall post unofficial minutes of their meetings within twenty-one 
(21) days of the meeting, but not later than seven (7) days prior to the next regularly scheduled 
meeting, whichever is earlier, on the secretary of state's website.  

(c) The minutes of a closed session shall be made available at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting unless the majority of the body votes to keep the minutes closed pursuant to §§ 42-46-4 
and 42-46-5.  

(d) All public bodies shall keep official and/or approved minutes of all meetings of the body and 
shall file a copy of the minutes of all open meetings with the secretary of state for inspection by 
the public within thirty-five (35) days of the meeting; provided that this subsection shall not 
apply to public bodies whose responsibilities are solely advisory in nature.  

(e) All minutes and unofficial minutes required by this section to be filed with the secretary of 
state shall be electronically transmitted to the secretary of state in accordance with rules and 
regulations that shall be promulgated by the secretary of state. If a public body fails to transmit 
minutes or unofficial minutes in accordance with this subsection, then any aggrieved person may 
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file a complaint with the attorney general in accordance with § 42-46-8.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 1; P.L. 1985, ch. 373, § 1; P.L. 1989, ch. 431, § 1; 
P.L. 1995, ch. 165, § 1; P.L. 2003, ch. 305, § 1; P.L. 2003, ch. 362, § 1; P.L. 2013, ch. 333, § 1; 
P.L. 2013, ch. 359, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 214, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 333, § 1.)  

 
§ 42-46-8. Remedies available to aggrieved persons or entities.  
 
(a) Any citizen or entity of the state who is aggrieved as a result of violations of the provisions of 
this chapter may file a complaint with the attorney general. The attorney general shall investigate 
the complaint and if the attorney general determines that the allegations of the complaint are 
meritorious he or she may file a complaint on behalf of the complainant in the superior court 
against the public body.  

(b) No complaint may be filed by the attorney general after one hundred eighty (180) days from 
the date of public approval of the minutes of the meeting at which the alleged violation occurred, 
or, in the case of an unannounced or improperly closed meeting, after one hundred eighty (180) 
days from the public action of a public body revealing the alleged violation, whichever is greater.  

(c) Nothing within this section shall prohibit any individual from retaining private counsel for the 
purpose of filing a complaint in the superior court within the time specified by this section 
against the public body which has allegedly violated the provisions of this chapter; provided, 
however, that if the individual has first filed a complaint with the attorney general pursuant to 
this section, and the attorney general declines to take legal action, the individual may file suit in 
superior court within ninety (90) days of the attorney general's closing of the complaint or within 
one hundred eighty (180) days of the alleged violation, whichever occurs later.  

(d) The court shall award reasonable attorney fees and costs to a prevailing plaintiff, other than 
the attorney general, except where special circumstances would render such an award unjust. The 
court may issue injunctive relief and declare null and void any actions of a public body found to 
be in violation of this chapter. In addition, the court may impose a civil fine not exceeding five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) against a public body or any of its members found to have committed a 
willful or knowing violation of this chapter.  

(e) Nothing within this section shall prohibit the attorney general from initiating a complaint on 
behalf of the public interest.  

(f) Actions brought under this chapter may be advanced on the calendar upon motion of the 
petitioner.  

(g) The attorney general shall consider all complaints filed under this chapter to have also been 
filed under § 38-2-8(b) if applicable.  
 
History of Section. 
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(P.L. 1978, ch. 146, § 2; P.L. 1981, ch. 279, § 1; P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 1; P.L. 1985, ch. 373, § 1; 
P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 1.)  

§ 42-46-9. Other applicable law.  
 
The provisions of this chapter shall be in addition to any and all other conditions or provisions of 
applicable law and are not to be construed to be in amendment of or in repeal of any other 
applicable provision of law, except § 16-2-29, which has been expressly repealed.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2; P.L. 1977, ch. 111, § 1.)  

§ 42-46-10. Severability.  
 
If any provision of this chapter, or the application of this chapter to any particular meeting or 
type of meeting, is held invalid or unconstitutional, the decision shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining provisions or the other applications of this chapter.  
 
History of Section. 
(G.L. 1956, § 42-46-10; P.L. 1976, ch. 330, § 2.)  

§ 42-46-11. Reported violations.  
 
Every year the attorney general shall prepare a report summarizing the complaints received 
pursuant to this chapter, which shall be submitted to the legislature and which shall include 
information as to how many complaints were found to be meritorious and the action taken by the 
attorney general in response to those complaints.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 2.)  

§ 42-46-12. Notice of citizen's rights under this chapter.  
 
The attorney general shall prepare a notice providing concise information explaining the 
requirements of this chapter and advising citizens of their right to file complaints for violations 
of this chapter. The notice shall be posted in a prominent location in each city and town hall in 
the state.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1988, ch. 659, § 2.)  

§ 42-46-13. Accessibility for persons with disabilities.  
 
(a) All public bodies, to comply with the nondiscrimination on the basis of disability 
requirements of R.I. Const., Art. I, § 2 and applicable federal and state nondiscrimination laws 
(29 U.S.C. § 794, chapter 87 of this title, and chapter 24 of title 11), shall develop a transition 
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plan setting forth the steps necessary to ensure that all open meetings of said public bodies are 
accessible to persons with disabilities.  

(b) The state building code standards committee shall, by September 1, 1989 adopt an 
accessibility of meetings for persons with disabilities standard that includes provisions ensuring 
that the meeting location is accessible to and usable by all persons with disabilities.  

(c) This section does not require the public body to make each of its existing facilities accessible 
to and usable by persons with disabilities so long as all meetings required to be open to the 
public pursuant to chapter 46 of this title are held in accessible facilities by the dates specified in 
subsection (e).  

(d) The public body may comply with the requirements of this section through such means as 
reassignment of meetings to accessible facilities, alteration of existing facilities, or construction 
of new facilities. The public body is not required to make structural changes in existing facilities 
where other methods are effective in achieving compliance with this section.  

(e) The public body shall comply with the obligations established under this section by July 1, 
1990, except that where structural changes in facilities are necessary in order to comply with this 
section, such changes shall be made by December 30, 1991, but in any event as expeditiously as 
possible unless an extension is granted by the state building commissioner for good cause.  

(f) Each municipal government and school district shall, with the assistance of the state building 
commission, complete a transition plan covering the location of meetings for all public bodies 
under their jurisdiction. Each chief executive of each city or town and the superintendent of 
schools will submit their transition plan to the governor's commission on disabilities for review 
and approval. The governor's commission on disabilities with assistance from the state building 
commission shall approve or modify, with the concurrence of the municipal government or 
school district, the transition plans.  

(g) The provisions of §§ 45-13-7 – 45-13-10, inclusive, shall not apply to this section.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1989, ch. 487, § 1; P.L. 1997, ch. 150, § 14.)  

 
§ 42-46-14. Burden of proof.  
 
In all actions brought under this chapter, the burden shall be on the public body to demonstrate 
that the meeting in dispute was properly closed pursuant to, or otherwise exempt from the terms 
of this chapter.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1998, ch. 379, § 2.)  
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TITLE 38 
Public Records 

CHAPTER 38-2 
Access to Public Records 

SECTION 38-2-1 

 
§ 38-2-1. Purpose.  
 
The public's right to access to public records and the individual's right to dignity and privacy are 
both recognized to be principles of the utmost importance in a free society. The purpose of this 
chapter is to facilitate public access to public records. It is also the intent of this chapter to 
protect from disclosure information about particular individuals maintained in the files of public 
bodies when disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-2. Definitions.  
 
As used in this chapter:  

(1) "Agency" or "public body" means any executive, legislative, judicial, regulatory, or 
administrative body of the state, or any political subdivision thereof; including, but not limited 
to: any department, division, agency, commission, board, office, bureau, authority; any school, 
fire, or water district, or other agency of Rhode Island state or local government that exercises 
governmental functions; any authority as defined in § 42-35-1(b); or any other public or private 
agency, person, partnership, corporation, or business entity acting on behalf of and/or in place of 
any public agency.  

(2) "Chief administrative officer" means the highest authority of the public body.  

(3) "Public business" means any matter over which the public body has supervision, control, 
jurisdiction, or advisory power.  

(4) "Public record" or "public records" shall mean all documents, papers, letters, maps, books, 
tapes, photographs, films, sound recordings, magnetic or other tapes, electronic data processing 
records, computer stored data (including electronic mail messages, except specifically for any 
electronic mail messages of or to elected officials with or relating to those they represent and 
correspondence of or to elected officials in their official capacities), or other material regardless 
of physical form or characteristics made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in 
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connection with the transaction of official business by any agency. For the purposes of this 
chapter, the following records shall not be deemed public:  

(A)(I)(a) All records relating to a client/attorney relationship and to a doctor/patient relationship, 
including all medical information relating to an individual in any files.  

(b) Personnel and other personal individually identifiable records otherwise deemed confidential 
by federal or state law or regulation, or the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq.; provided, however, 
with respect to employees, and employees of contractors and subcontractors working on public 
works projects that are required to be listed as certified payrolls, the name, gross salary, salary 
range, total cost of paid fringe benefits, gross amount received in overtime, and any other 
remuneration in addition to salary, job title, job description, dates of employment and positions 
held with the state, municipality, employment contract, or public works contractor or 
subcontractor on public works projects work location, and/or project, business telephone number, 
the city or town of residence, and date of termination shall be public. For the purposes of this 
section "remuneration" shall include any payments received by an employee as a result of 
termination, or otherwise leaving employment, including, but not limited to, payments for 
accrued sick and/or vacation time, severance pay, or compensation paid pursuant to a contract 
buy-out provision.  

(II) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or any other provision of the general laws to 
the contrary, the pension records of all persons who are either current or retired members of any 
public retirement systems, as well as all persons who become members of those retirement 
systems after June 17, 1991, shall be open for public inspection. "Pension records" as used in this 
section, shall include all records containing information concerning pension and retirement 
benefits of current and retired members of the retirement systems and future members of said 
systems, including all records concerning retirement credits purchased and the ability of any 
member of the retirement system to purchase retirement credits, but excluding all information 
regarding the medical condition of any person and all information identifying the member's 
designated beneficiary or beneficiaries unless and until the member's designated beneficiary or 
beneficiaries have received or are receiving pension and/or retirement benefits through the 
retirement system.  

(B) Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person, firm, or 
corporation that is of a privileged or confidential nature.  

(C) Child custody and adoption records, records of illegitimate births, and records of juvenile 
proceedings before the family court.  

(D) All records maintained by law enforcement agencies for criminal law enforcement and all 
records relating to the detection and investigation of crime, including those maintained on any 
individual or compiled in the course of a criminal investigation by any law enforcement agency. 
Provided, however, such records shall not be deemed public only to the extent that the disclosure 
of the records or information (a) could reasonably be expected to interfere with investigations of 
criminal activity or with enforcement proceedings; (b) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
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trial or an impartial adjudication; (c) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy; (d) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a 
confidential source, including a state, local, or foreign agency or authority, or any private 
institution that furnished information on a confidential basis, or the information furnished by a 
confidential source; (e) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations 
or prosecutions; or (f) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual. Records relating to management and direction of a law enforcement agency and 
records or reports reflecting the initial arrest of an adult and the charge or charges brought 
against an adult shall be public.  

(E) Any records that would not be available by law or rule of court to an opposing party in 
litigation.  

(F) Scientific and technological secrets and the security plans of military and law enforcement 
agencies, the disclosure of which would endanger the public welfare and security.  

(G) Any records that disclose the identity of the contributor of a bona fide and lawful charitable 
contribution to the public body whenever public anonymity has been requested of the public 
body with respect to the contribution by the contributor.  

(H) Reports and statements of strategy or negotiation involving labor negotiations or collective 
bargaining.  

(I) Reports and statements of strategy or negotiation with respect to the investment or borrowing 
of public funds, until such time as those transactions are entered into.  

(J) Any minutes of a meeting of a public body that are not required to be disclosed pursuant to 
chapter 46 of title 42.  

(K) Preliminary drafts, notes, impressions, memoranda, working papers, and work products, 
including those involving research at state institutions of higher education on commercial, 
scientific, artistic, technical, or scholarly issues, whether in electronic or other format; provided, 
however, any documents submitted at a public meeting of a public body shall be deemed public.  

(L) Test questions, scoring keys, and other examination data used to administer a licensing 
examination, examination for employment or promotion, or academic examinations; provided, 
however, that a person shall have the right to review the results of his or her examination.  

(M) Correspondence of or to elected officials with or relating to those they represent and 
correspondence of or to elected officials in their official capacities.  

(N) The contents of real estate appraisals, engineering, or feasibility estimates and evaluations 
made for or by an agency relative to the acquisition of property or to prospective public supply 
and construction contracts, until such time as all of the property has been acquired or all 
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proceedings or transactions have been terminated or abandoned; provided the law of eminent 
domain shall not be affected by this provision.  

(O) All tax returns.  

(P) All investigatory records of public bodies, with the exception of law enforcement agencies, 
pertaining to possible violations of statute, rule, or regulation other than records of final actions 
taken, provided that all records prior to formal notification of violations or noncompliance shall 
not be deemed to be public.  

(Q) Records of individual test scores on professional certification and licensing examinations; 
provided, however, that a person shall have the right to review the results of his or her 
examination.  

(R) Requests for advisory opinions until such time as the public body issues its opinion.  

(S) Records, reports, opinions, information, and statements required to be kept confidential by 
federal law or regulation or state law or rule of court.  

(T) Judicial bodies are included in the definition only in respect to their administrative function 
provided that records kept pursuant to the provisions of chapter 16 of title 8 are exempt from the 
operation of this chapter.  

(U) Library records that, by themselves or when examined with other public records, would 
reveal the identity of the library user requesting, checking out, or using any library materials.  

(V) Printouts from TELE – TEXT devices used by people who are deaf or hard of hearing or 
speech impaired.  

(W) All records received by the insurance division of the department of business regulation from 
other states, either directly or through the National Association of Insurance Commissioners, if 
those records are accorded confidential treatment in that state. Nothing contained in this title or 
any other provision of law shall prevent or be construed as prohibiting the commissioner of 
insurance from disclosing otherwise confidential information to the insurance department of this 
or any other state or country, at any time, so long as the agency or office receiving the records 
agrees in writing to hold it confidential in a manner consistent with the laws of this state.  

(X) Credit card account numbers in the possession of state or local government are confidential 
and shall not be deemed public records.  

(Y) Any documentary material, answers to written interrogatories, or oral testimony provided 
under any subpoena issued under Rhode Island general law § 9-1.1-6.  

(Z) Any individually identifiable evaluations of public school teachers made pursuant to state or 
federal law or regulation.  
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(AA) All documents prepared by school districts intended to be used by school districts in 
protecting the safety of their students from potential and actual threats.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1980, ch. 269, § 1; P.L. 1981, ch. 353, § 5; P.L. 1982, ch. 416, § 1; 
P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 2; P.L. 1986, ch. 203, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 208, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 263, § 1; 
P.L. 1995, ch. 112, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1; P.L. 1999, ch. 83, § 85; P.L. 1999, ch. 130, § 85; 
P.L. 2002, ch. 65, art. 13, § 29; P.L. 2007, ch. 73, art. 18, § 3; P.L. 2011, ch. 363, § 41; P.L. 
2012, ch. 423, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 482, § 1; P.L. 
2013, ch. 153, § 1; P.L. 2013, ch. 223, § 1; P.L. 2013, ch. 342, § 1; P.L. 2013, ch. 411, § 1; P.L. 
2017, ch. 48, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 54, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-3. Right to inspect and copy records – Duty to maintain minutes of meetings – 
Procedures for access.  
 
(a) Except as provided in § 38-2-2(4), all records maintained or kept on file by any public body, 
whether or not those records are required by any law or by any rule or regulation, shall be public 
records and every person or entity shall have the right to inspect and/or copy those records at 
such reasonable time as may be determined by the custodian thereof.  

(b) Any reasonably segregable portion of a public record excluded by subdivision 38-2-2(4) shall 
be available for public inspection after the deletion of the information which is the basis of the 
exclusion. If an entire document or record is deemed non-public, the public body shall state in 
writing that no portion of the document or record contains reasonable segregable information 
that is releasable.  

(c) Each public body shall make, keep, and maintain written or recorded minutes of all meetings.  

(d) Each public body shall establish written procedures regarding access to public records but 
shall not require written requests for public information available pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 42-35-2 
or for other documents prepared for or readily available to the public.  

These procedures must include, but need not be limited to, the identification of a designated 
public records officer or unit, how to make a public records request, and where a public record 
request should be made, and a copy of these procedures shall be posted on the public body's 
website if such a website is maintained and be made otherwise readily available to the public. 
The unavailability of a designated public records officer shall not be deemed good cause for 
failure to timely comply with a request to inspect and/or copy public records pursuant to 
subsection (e). A written request for public records need not be made on a form established by a 
public body if the request is otherwise readily identifiable as a request for public records.  

(e) A public body receiving a request shall permit the inspection or copying within ten (10) 
business days after receiving a request. If the inspection or copying is not permitted within ten 
(10) business days, the public body shall forthwith explain in writing the need for additional time 
to comply with the request. Any such explanation must be particularized to the specific request 
made. In such cases the public body may have up to an additional twenty (20) business days to 
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comply with the request if it can demonstrate that the voluminous nature of the request, the 
number of requests for records pending, or the difficulty in searching for and retrieving or 
copying the requested records, is such that additional time is necessary to avoid imposing an 
undue burden on the public body.  

(f) If a public record is in active use or in storage and, therefore, not available at the time a 
person or entity requests access, the custodian shall so inform the person or entity and make an 
appointment for the person or entity to examine such records as expeditiously as they may be 
made available.  

(g) Any person or entity requesting copies of public records may elect to obtain them in any and 
all media in which the public agency is capable of providing them. Any public body which 
maintains its records in a computer storage system shall provide any data properly identified in a 
printout or other reasonable format, as requested.  

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a public body to reorganize, 
consolidate, or compile data not maintained by the public body in the form requested at the time 
the request to inspect the public records was made except to the extent that such records are in an 
electronic format and the public body would not be unduly burdened in providing such data.  

(i) Nothing in this section is intended to affect the public record status of information merely 
because it is stored in a computer.  

(j) No public records shall be withheld based on the purpose for which the records are sought, 
nor shall a public body require, as a condition of fulfilling a public records request, that a person 
or entity provide a reason for the request or provide personally identifiable information about 
him/herself.  

(k) At the election of the person or entity requesting the public records, the public body shall 
provide copies of the public records electronically, by facsimile, or by mail in accordance with 
the requesting person or entity's choice, unless complying with that preference would be unduly 
burdensome due to the volume of records requested or the costs that would be incurred. The 
person requesting delivery shall be responsible for the actual cost of delivery, if any.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1984, ch. 372, § 2; P.L. 1997, ch. 326, § 168; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 
1; P.L. 2011, ch. 363, § 41; P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1; P.L. 2016, ch. 512, 
art. 1, § 24.)  

38-2-3.1. Records required.  
 
All records required to be maintained pursuant to this chapter shall not be replaced or 
supplemented with the product of a "real-time translation reporter".  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 2000, ch. 430, § 1.) 
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§ 38-2-3.2. Arrest logs.  
 
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 38-2-3(e), the following information reflecting 
an initial arrest of an adult and charge or charges shall be made available within forty-eight (48) 
hours after receipt of a request unless a request is made on a weekend or holiday, in which event 
the information shall be made available within seventy-two (72) hours, to the extent such 
information is known by the public body:  

(1) Full name of the arrested adult;  

(2) Home address of the arrested adult, unless doing so would identify a crime victim;  

(3) Year of birth of the arrested adult;  

(4) Charge or charges;  

(5) Date of the arrest;  

(6) Time of the arrest;  

(7) Gender of the arrested adult;  

(8) Race of the arrested adult; and  

(9) Name of the arresting officer, unless doing so would identify an undercover officer.  

(b) The provisions of this section shall apply to arrests made within five (5) days prior to the 
request.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 2; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 2.)  

§ 38-2-3.16. Compliance by agencies and public bodies.  
 
Not later than January 1, 2013, and annually thereafter, the chief administrator of each agency 
and each public body shall state in writing to the attorney general that all officers and employees 
who have the authority to grant or deny persons or entities access to records under this chapter 
have been provided orientation and training regarding this chapter. The attorney general may, in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 35 of title 42, promulgate rules and regulations 
necessary to implement the requirements of this section.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 2; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 2.)  
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§ 38-2-4. Cost.  
 
(a) Subject to the provisions of § 38-2-3, a public body must allow copies to be made or provide 
copies of public records. The cost per copied page of written documents provided to the public 
shall not exceed fifteen cents ($.15) per page for documents copyable on common business or 
legal size paper. A public body may not charge more than the reasonable actual cost for 
providing electronic records or retrieving records from storage where the public body is assessed 
a retrieval fee.  

(b) A reasonable charge may be made for the search or retrieval of documents. Hourly costs for a 
search and retrieval shall not exceed fifteen dollars ($15.00) per hour and no costs shall be 
charged for the first hour of a search or retrieval. For the purposes of this subsection, multiple 
requests from any person or entity to the same public body within a thirty (30) day time period 
shall be considered one request.  

(c) Copies of documents shall be provided and the search and retrieval of documents 
accomplished within a reasonable time after a request. A public body upon request, shall provide 
an estimate of the costs of a request for documents prior to providing copies.  

(d) Upon request, the public body shall provide a detailed itemization of the costs charged for 
search and retrieval.  

(e) A court may reduce or waive the fees for costs charged for search or retrieval if it determines 
that the information requested is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1986, ch. 416, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 263, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1; 
P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-5. Effect of chapter on broader agency publication – Existing rights – Judicial 
records and proceedings.  
 
Nothing in this chapter shall be:  

(1) Construed as preventing any public body from opening its records concerning the 
administration of the body to public inspection;  

(2) Construed as limiting the right of access as it existed prior to July 1, 1979, of an individual 
who is the subject of a record to the information contained herein; or  
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(3) Deemed in any manner to affect the status of judicial records as they existed prior to July 1, 
1979, nor to affect the rights of litigants in either criminal or civil proceedings, including parties 
to administrative proceedings, under the laws of discovery of this state.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-6. Repealed.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; Repealed by P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 3, effective September 1, 2012; P.L. 
2012, ch. 454, § 3, effective September 1, 2012.) 

§ 38-2-7. Denial of access.  
 
(a) Any denial of the right to inspect or copy records, in whole or in part provided for under this 
chapter shall be made to the person or entity requesting the right in writing giving the specific 
reasons for the denial within ten (10) business days of the request and indicating the procedures 
for appealing the denial. Except for good cause shown, any reason not specifically set forth in the 
denial shall be deemed waived by the public body.  

(b) Failure to comply with a request to inspect or copy the public record within the ten (10) 
business day period shall be deemed to be a denial. Except that for good cause, this limit may be 
extended in accordance with the provisions of subsection 38-2-3(e) of this chapter. All copying 
and search and retrieval fees shall be waived if a public body fails to produce requested records 
in a timely manner; provided, however, that the production of records shall not be deemed 
untimely if the public body is awaiting receipt of payment for costs properly charged under § 38-
2-4.  

(c) A public body that receives a request to inspect or copy records that do not exist or are not 
within its custody or control shall, in responding to the request in accordance with this chapter, 
state that it does not have or maintain the requested records.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 263, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; 
P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-8. Administrative appeals.  
 
(a) Any person or entity denied the right to inspect a record of a public body may petition the 
chief administrative officer of that public body for a review of the determinations made by his or 
her subordinate. The chief administrative officer shall make a final determination whether or not 
to allow public inspection within ten (10) business days after the submission of the review 
petition.  
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(b) If the custodian of the records or the chief administrative officer determines that the record is 
not subject to public inspection, the person or entity seeking disclosure may file a complaint with 
the attorney general. The attorney general shall investigate the complaint and if the attorney 
general shall determine that the allegations of the complaint are meritorious, he or she may 
institute proceedings for injunctive or declaratory relief on behalf of the complainant in the 
superior court of the county where the record is maintained. Nothing within this section shall 
prohibit any individual or entity from retaining private counsel for the purpose of instituting 
proceedings for injunctive or declaratory relief in the superior court of the county where the 
record is maintained.  

(c) The attorney general shall consider all complaints filed under this chapter to have also been 
filed pursuant to the provisions of § 42-46-8(a), if applicable.  

(d) Nothing within this section shall prohibit the attorney general from initiating a complaint on 
behalf of the public interest.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1981, ch. 279, § 2; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1; P.L. 2006, ch. 378, § 1; 
P.L. 2006, ch. 472, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-9. Jurisdiction of superior court.  
 
(a) Jurisdiction to hear and determine civil actions brought under this chapter is hereby vested in 
the superior court.  

(b) The court may examine any record which is the subject of a suit in camera to determine 
whether the record or any part thereof may be withheld from public inspection under the terms of 
this chapter.  

(c) Actions brought under this chapter may be advanced on the calendar upon motion of. any 
party, or sua sponte by the court made in accordance with the rules of civil procedure of the 
superior court.  

(d) The court shall impose a civil fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000) against a 
public body or official found to have committed a knowing and willful violation of this chapter, 
and a civil fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) against a public body found to have 
recklessly violated this chapter and shall award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the 
prevailing plaintiff. The court shall further order a public body found to have wrongfully denied 
access to public records to provide the records at no cost to the prevailing party; provided, 
further, that in the event that the court, having found in favor of the defendant, finds further that 
the plaintiff's case lacked a grounding in fact or in existing law or in good faith argument for the 
extension, modification, or reversal of existing law, the court may award attorneys fees and costs 
to the prevailing defendant. A judgment in the plaintiff's favor shall not be a prerequisite to 
obtaining an award of attorneys' fees and/or costs if the court determines that the defendant's case 
lacked grounding in fact or in existing law or a good faith argument for extension, modification 
or reversal of existing law.  
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History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 87, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 263, § 1; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1; 
P.L. 2012, ch. 448, § 1; P.L. 2012, ch. 454, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-10. Burden of proof.  
 
In all actions brought under this chapter, the burden shall be on the public body to demonstrate 
that the record in dispute can be properly withheld from public inspection under the terms of this 
chapter.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-11. Right supplemental.  
 
The right of the public to inspect public records created by this chapter shall be in addition to any 
other right to inspect records maintained by public bodies.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-12. Severability.  
 
If any provision of this chapter is held unconstitutional, the decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remainder of this chapter. If the application of this chapter to a particular record is held 
invalid, the decision shall not affect other applications of this chapter.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1979, ch. 202, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-13. Records access continuing.  
 
All records initially deemed to be public records which any person may inspect and/or copy 
under the provisions of this chapter, shall continue to be so deemed whether or not subsequent 
court action or investigations are held pertaining to the matters contained in the records.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1986, ch. 345, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-14. Information relating to settlement of legal claims.  
 
Settlement agreements of any legal claims against a governmental entity shall be deemed public 
records.  
 



Title 38  Access to Public Records Act Page 12 of 12 
 

History of Section. 
(P.L. 1991, ch. 263, § 2; P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 1.)  

§ 38-2-15. Reported violations.  
 
Every year the attorney general shall prepare a report summarizing all the complaints received 
pursuant to this chapter, which shall be submitted to the legislature and which shall include 
information as to how many complaints were found to be meritorious and the action taken by the 
attorney general in response to those complaints.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 1998, ch. 378, § 2.)  

 
§ 38-2-16. 38 Studios, LLC investigation.  
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or state law, any investigatory records 
generated or obtained by the Rhode Island state police or the Rhode Island attorney general in 
conducting an investigation surrounding the funding of 38 Studios, LLC by the Rhode Island 
economic development corporation shall be made available to the public; provided, however:  

(1) With respect to such records, birthdates, social security numbers, home addresses, financial 
account number(s) or similarly sensitive personally identifiable information, but not the names of 
the individuals themselves, shall be redacted from those records prior to any release. The 
provisions of § 12-11.1-5.1 shall not apply to information disclosed pursuant to this section.  
 
History of Section. 
(P.L. 2017, ch. 304, § 1; P.L. 2017, ch. 310, § 1.)  

 









































































WR#26118114 Address of Grantee:  After recording return to: 
 Narragansett El., 280 Melrose Street, Providence, RI 02907 Christina Klein 
   National Grid USA 
  Service Company, Inc. 
  280 Melrose St. 
49 JAMERI GEN  Providence, RI 02907 
 
 

 GRANT OF EASEMENT 
 

THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN, a Municipal corporation with a usual place of business at 93 
Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, RI 02835 (“Grantor”) for consideration paid, grants to THE 
NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY, a Rhode Island corporation having a principal 
place of business at 280 Melrose Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02907, (“Grantee”), its 
successors and assigns, with Quitclaim Covenants, a perpetual right and easement as described in 
Section 1 below (“Easement”) in, under, through, over, across, and upon the Grantor’s land, as 
described in Section 2 below (“Grantor’s Land”). 
 
Section 1 – Description of Easement 
 
 The “Easement” granted by the Grantor to the Grantee consists of the perpetual right and 
easement: 
 

a) To install, construct, reconstruct, repair, replace, add to, maintain and operate an 
underground distribution system (“Distribution System”) for the distribution of electric 
current to include an Underground Conduit, together with all the necessary wires, cables, 
conduits, transformers, handholes, pedestals, switches, anchors, guys, equipment, 
fixtures and appurtenances installed therein and attached thereto, in, under, through, 
over, across and upon the Grantor’s land, as may from time to time be required for the 
purpose of supplying residential electric service to Jamestown Assessor’s Plat 11, Lot 
38. 

b) To clear and keep cleared from time to time the portions of the Grantor’s Land wherein 
the Distribution System is located of such trees, shrubs, bushes, above ground and below 
ground structures, objects and surfaces as may in the opinion and judgment of the 
Grantee, its successors and assigns, interfere with the safe and proper operation of the 
Distribution System; 

c) To make such excavation or excavations as may be reasonable and necessary to 
construct, reconstruct, repair and remove the Distribution System. But the Grantee shall 
properly backfill any excavation and restore the surface of the Grantor’s Land in as good 
condition as before the excavation was made; and 

d) To pass over and across the Grantor’s Land as reasonable and necessary for all the 
purposes described in this Section. 
 

Section 2 – Description of Grantor’s Land 
 
 The “Grantor’s Land” consists of a portion of land situated on the southerly side of 
Battery Lane in the Town of Jamestown, County of Newport, State of Rhode Island, designated 
as a portion Lot 11, Jamestown Tax Assessor’s Map 11, that certain tract or parcel of land 
conveyed to the Grantor by deed duly recorded with the Records of Land Evidence in Jamestown 
on October 9, 1963, in Book 54, Page 531 and said easement area being more particularly 
described in Section 3 below.  
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Section 3 – Location of the Distribution System 
 
 The “Distribution System” shall be located within that certain portion of Grantors’ Land 
further described as “Driveway” in that Easement Maintenance Agreement recorded with the 
Jamestown Land Evidence Records in Book 856, Page 127, with an easement area around the 
conduit Ten (10) feet wide, and shall extend in a general southerly direction through the 
“Driveway” to Land of Geoffrey and Kristan Hamlin, as approximately shown on a sketch 
entitled “Easement Sketch; Date: 9/24/18; Drawn By: RJN; WR26118114,” a reduced copy of 
said sketch is attached hereto as “Exhibit A” and recorded herewith, copies of which are in the 
possession of the Grantor and the Grantee herein. Final definitive locations of said “Distribution 
System” shall become established by the installation and erection thereof by the Grantee.  Said 
Distribution System shall be located in a location on the Grantor’s Land mutually satisfactory to 
the Grantor and to the Grantee and such location shall become established by and upon the 
installation thereof by the Grantee. The Grantor, for itself, its successors and assigns, and the 
Grantee, for itself, its successors and assigns, covenant that this Grant of Easement and the 
location of the Underground System may not be changed, expanded, enlarged, or modified 
without the mutual consent of the Grantor and the Grantee, their successors and assigns, which 
consent may be withheld by the Grantor or the Grantee each in their sole discretion. 
 
Section 4 – Distribution System Ownership 
 
 It is agreed that the Distribution System shall remain the property of the Grantee, its 
successors and assigns, and that the Grantee, its successors and assigns shall pay all taxes 
assessed thereon. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN has caused these presents to be 
signed by its proper officer for that purpose duly authorized this _____ day of 
_______________, 2018. 
 
 
 
In the presence of:  TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
  By: Andrew E. Nota 
  Its: Town Administrator 
_________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF __________________ 
COUNTY OF ________________ 
 
In __________________ in said County on the ______ day of ______________, 20__, before 
me personally appeared the above named Andrew E. Nota, to me known and known by me to be 
the party executing the foregoing instrument, and he acknowledged said instrument, by him 
executed, to be his free act and deed, individually and in said capacity, and the free act and deed 
of THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN. 

 
 
 
  __________________________________ 
  Notary Public 
  Printed Name: ______________________ 
  My Commission expires:______________ 

  





















































































































MUNICIPAL IMMIGRANT PROTECTION ORDINANCE 

FOR RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 

 

PREAMBLE 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Jamestown is dedicated to providing all of its residents fair and equal 
access to services, opportunities and protections; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Jamestown respects, upholds, and values equal protection and equal 
treatment for all of our residents, regardless of immigration status; and 

 

WHEREAS, fostering a relationship of trust, respect, and open communication between 
municipal employees and municipal residents is essential to the Town of Jamestown’s core 
mission; and 

 

WHEREAS, public safety in the Town of Jamestown is best promoted when victims and 
witnesses of crime feel safe in cooperating with law enforcement officials; and  

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is to foster respect and trust between law enforcement 
and residents, to protect limited resources, to encourage cooperation between residents and town 
officials, especially law enforcement, and to ensure community security and due process for all, 

 

The Town of Jamestown Hereby Ordains: 

1. Limitation on activities solely for the purpose of enforcing federal immigration laws.  

(a) The Jamestown Police Department shall not stop, question, interrogate, investigate, or arrest 
an individual based solely on any of the following:  

(1) Actual or suspected immigration or citizenship status; or  

(2) A civil immigration warrant (as defined in section 14), administrative warrant (as 
defined in section 14), or an immigration detainer (as defined in section 14) in the individual’s 
name, including those identified in the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database.  

(b) The Jamestown Police Department shall not inquire about the immigration status of an 
individual, including a crime victim, a witness, or a person who calls or approaches the police 



seeking assistance, unless necessary to investigate criminal activity that is unrelated to the 
enforcement of civil immigration law.  

(c) Neither the Town of Jamestown nor the Jamestown Police Department shall enter into any 
agreements to enforce, or otherwise voluntarily engage in the enforcement of, federal 
immigration law or to perform federal immigration functions pursuant to 8 U.S.C. §1357g or any 
other federal law, regulation, or policy. 

 

2. Conditions for honoring ICE or CBP detainer requests. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the Jamestown Police Department may respond 
affirmatively to a civil immigration detainer from ICE (as defined in section 14) or CBP (as 
defined in section 14) to detain or transfer an individual for immigration enforcement or 
investigation purposes for up to 48 hours, only if the request is supported by a judicial warrant 
(as defined in section 14).  

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the Jamestown Police Department may detain a person for up 
to 48 hours on a civil immigration detainer in the absence of a judicial warrant if there are 
exigent circumstances preventing ICE or CBP from obtaining a warrant and there is probable 
cause to believe that the individual has or is engaged in terrorist activity as defined in 8 U.S.C. 
§1182(A) (3)(B). 

 

3. Limitations on honoring ICE or CBP requests for certain non-public, sensitive information.  

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the Jamestown Police Department may respond 
affirmatively to an ICE or CBP request for non-public information about an individual, including 
but not limited to non-public information about an individual’s release, home address, or work 
address, only if the request is accompanied by a judicial warrant or a court order enforcing a 
subpoena.  

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), nothing in this ordinance limits the Town of Jamestown or 
the Jamestown Police Department from:  

(1) disclosing information about an individual’s criminal arrests or convictions, where 
disclosure of such information about the individual is otherwise authorized by state law 
or required by court order; or  

(2) disclosing information about an individual’s juvenile arrests or delinquency or 
youthful offender adjudications, where disclosure of such information about the 
individual is otherwise authorized by state law or required by court order.  

(c) The Jamestown Police Department shall limit the information collected from individuals 
concerning immigration or citizenship status to that necessary to perform the Jamestown Police 
Department’s agency duties. 



 

4. Limitations on ICE or CBP access to individuals in custody for immigration enforcement 
questioning purposes.  

The Jamestown Police Department shall not provide ICE or CBP with access to an individual in 
their custody or the use of agency facilities to question or interview such individual if ICE or 
CBP’s sole purpose is enforcement of federal civil immigration law, unless such enforcement is 
pursuant to a federal judicial order. 

 

5. Due process for persons about whom federal immigration enforcement requests have been 
made.  

(a) The Jamestown Police Department shall not delay bail and/or release from custody upon 
posting of bail solely because of  

(1) an individual’s immigration or citizenship status,  

(2) a civil immigration warrant, or  

(3) an ICE detainer request or any other ICE or CBP request for the purposes of 
immigration enforcement, or for notification about, transfer of, detention of, or interview 
or interrogation of that individual.  

(b) Upon receipt of an ICE or CBP detainer, transfer, notification, interview or interrogation 
request, the Jamestown Police Department shall provide a copy of that request to the individual 
named therein and inform the individual whether the Jamestown Police Department will comply 
with the request before communicating its response to the requesting agency.  

(c) Individuals in the custody of the Jamestown Police Department shall be subject to the same 
booking, processing, release, and transfer procedures, policies, and practices of that agency, 
regardless of actual or suspected citizenship or immigration status. 

 

6. Ban on use of resources to facilitate a federal registry based on race, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, ethnicity, or national origin. The Town of 
Jamestown shall not use agency or department monies, facilities, property, equipment, or 
personnel to investigate, enforce, or assist in the establishment, maintenance or enforcement of 
any federal program requiring registration of individuals on the basis of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, ethnicity, or national origin. 

 

7. Limitation on the collection of immigration-related information; provision of 
nondiscriminatory access to benefits and services.  



(a) The Town of Jamestown personnel shall not inquire about or request proof of immigration 
status or citizenship when providing services or benefits, except where the receipt of such 
services or benefits is contingent by law upon verification of one’s immigration or citizenship 
status or where inquiries are otherwise lawfully required by federal, state, or local laws.  

(b) The Town of Jamestown and the Jamestown Police Department shall have a formal Language 
Assistance Policy for individuals with Limited English Proficiency and provide interpretation or 
translation services at no cost consistent with that policy. 

 

8. Limits on Political Surveillance. Jamestown Police Department shall not collect or maintain 
information about the political, religious or social views, associations or activities of any 
individual, group, association, corporation, business or partnership or other entity unless such 
information directly relates to an investigation of criminal activities, and there are reasonable 
grounds to suspect that the particular subject of the information, whether an individual or other 
entity, is involved in criminal conduct. 

 

9. Protecting Immigrant Victims of Crime.  

(a) On request from an individual whom a law enforcement officer or agent thereof reasonably 
believes is a victim who is or has been subjected to a qualifying criminal activity for a 
nonimmigrant T or U visa under 8 U.S.C. §1101(a)(15)(T) or 8 U.S.C. §1101(a)(15)(U), or for 
continued presence under 22 U.S.C. §7105(c)(3), the law enforcement officer, as soon as 
practicable after receiving the request, shall, subject to the presumption in subsection (b), provide 
to the individual a signed certification Form I-914B or Form I-918B.  

(b) There shall be a rebuttable presumption that a victim is helpful, has been helpful, or is likely 
to be helpful to the detection, investigation, or prosecution of qualifying criminal activity if the 
victim has not unreasonably refused or failed to assist with the investigation as requested by 
Jamestown Police Department.  

(c) The Jamestown Police Department shall process the appropriate form under this section 
within 45 days of the request, unless the noncitizen is in removal proceedings, in which case the 
certification shall be processed within fourteen (14) days of the request.  

(d) If the Jamestown Police Department determines that an individual does not meet the 
requirements for the issuance of a certification under this section, the Jamestown Police 
Department shall inform the individual in writing of the specific reasons. The written denial shall 
also advise the individual that he or she may make another request under subsection (a) of this 
section by submitting additional evidence that he or she has been subjected to a qualifying 
criminal activity and/or that the presumption established by subsection (b) has been satisfied or 
not properly rebutted. The denial shall also include a list of organizations that provide services to 
immigrants whom the individual may contact for additional assistance.  



(e) The Jamestown Police Department shall provide an annual report to the Jamestown Town 
Council of how many requests were made to the Jamestown Police Department under subsection 
(a) and how many were denied. 

 

10. Protecting the Rights of Students.  

In order to protect the rights of students, the school district shall, within 120 days of enactment 
of this ordinance, adopt a policy establishing procedures for handling interactions with 
immigration officials seeking information about, or requesting to talk with any student about, 
their immigration status; providing for cooperating with such requests only to the extent required 
by law; and barring the collection and disclosure of students' citizenship status except to the 
extent required by federal law. 

 

11. Collection of aggregate data regarding ICE and CBP requests.  

(a) The Jamestown Police Department shall record, solely to create the reports described in 
subsection (b) below, the following for each immigration detainer, notification, transfer, 
interview, or interrogation request received from ICE or CBP:  

(1) The subject individual’s race, gender, and place of birth;  

(2) Date and time that the individual was taken into the Jamestown Police Department 
custody, the location where the individual was held, and the arrest charges;  

(3) Date and time of the Jamestown Police Department’s receipt of the request;  

(4) The requesting agency;  

(5) Immigration or criminal history indicated on the request form, if any;  

(6) Whether the request was accompanied by any documentation regarding immigration 
status or proceedings, e.g., a judicial warrant;  

(7) Whether a copy of the request was provided to the individual and, if yes, the date and 
time of notification;  

(8) Whether the individual consented to the request;  

(9) Whether the individual requested to confer with counsel regarding the request;  

(10) The Jamestown Police Department’s response to the request, including a decision 
not to fulfill the request;  

(11) If applicable, the date and time that ICE or CBP took custody of, or was otherwise 
given access to, the individual; and  



(12) The date and time of the individual’s release from the Jamestown Police 
Department’s custody.  

(b) The Jamestown Police Department shall provide semiannual reports to the Jamestown Town 
Council regarding the information collected in subsection (a) above in an aggregated form that is 
stripped of all personal identifiers. The reports shall be a public record. 

 

12. Enforcement.  

An aggrieved individual or an organization that is chartered for the purpose of combating 
discrimination, promoting the rights of immigrants, or safeguarding civil rights shall be entitled 
to seek and obtain injunctive and declaratory relief, damages and attorneys’ fees for any 
violation of this ordinance. 

 

13. Affirmation of Compliance with Federal Law.  

Pursuant to 8 U.S.C. §1373 or 8 U.S.C. §1644, nothing in this ordinance is intended, or shall be 
construed, to prohibit or restrict in any way the Jamestown Police Department or the Town of 
Jamestown from maintaining, exchanging, sending, or receiving information regarding the 
citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any individual with any federal, State or 
local government entity. 

 

14. Definitions.  

(a) “CBP” means United States Customs and Border Protection.  

(b) “Civil immigration detainer” or “civil immigration warrant” means a detainer issued pursuant 
to 8 C.F.R. § 287.7 or any similar request from ICE or CPB for detention of a person suspected 
of violating federal immigration law.  

(c) “ICE” means United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  

(d) “Judicial warrant” means a warrant based on probable cause and issued by an Article III 
federal judge or a federal magistrate judge that authorizes federal immigration authorities to take 
into custody the person who is the subject of the warrant. A judicial warrant does not include a 
civil immigration warrant, administrative warrant, or other document signed only by ICE or CBP 
officials. 

15. Severability.  

If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is 
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the ordinance 
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 



 

 

JAMESTOWN TOWN CHARTER 

 

Sec. 219. - Initiative procedure.  

Any proposed ordinance may be submitted to the town council by a petition 
signed by qualified electors of the town equal in number to at least ten percent of 
the number of persons registered to vote at the time of the last regular town 
election. Whenever the town council receives a certified initiative petition from 
the town clerk, it shall proceed at once to consider the proposed ordinance 
transmitted therewith, and shall take a final vote on the enactment of same no 
more than 30 days following receipt of the petition from the town clerk. If the town 
council shall fail to pass an ordinance thus proposed by initiative petition, or 
shall pass it in altered form, the said ordinance as originally proposed by the 
petitioners shall be submitted to the electors for their approval or rejection, no 
less than 30 days nor more than one year from the date the town council takes its 
final vote thereon. The town council may, and if no regular election is to be held 
within such period shall, provide for a special election. 
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
November 19, 2018 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
The Clerk called the special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order at 6:35 p.m. 
in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett 
Avenue. 

 
Newly-elected Town Council Members present: 

Michael G. White 
Mary E. Meagher  
Nancy A. Beye 
Randall White 

William J. Piva, Jr.  
 

Newly-elected School Committee members present: 
Sheila M. Reilly 

Kristine A. Lapierre 
Keith J. Roberts 

 
Newly-elected Town Moderator present: 

John A. Murphy  
 

Also present: 
Andrew E. Nota, Town Administrator 

Edward A. Mello, Police Chief  
Christina D. Collins, Finance Director 

Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner 
James R. Bryer, Jr., Fire Chief 

Andrew J. Wade, Parks and Recreation Director 
Fred Pease, Town Sergeant 

Jean Lambert, GIS Coordinator 
Kenneth A. Duva, School Superintendent 

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
The Clerk led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
III. ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED 

TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS, SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS, AND 
TOWN MODERATOR: Honorable Francis J. Darigan, Jr.  
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Judge Darigan congratulated the newly-elected officials for Town and State offices, and I 
am honored to be a part of this evening’s ceremony. Judge Darigan thanked the Council, 
School Committee, and Town Moderator for their services and stated I am glad that we 
have such a warm and welcoming community and good people who are interested in 
serving others here in Jamestown. Judge Darigan thanked all those who ran for office for 
doing so and keeping this democracy strong by their participation.   
 
Judge Darigan called the Town Council-elect to come forward to be sworn in. 
 
1) Town Council: 

1) Michael G. White 
2) Mary E. Meagher 
3) Nancy A. Beye 
4) Randall White  
5) William J. Piva, Jr.  
 

The Oath of Office was administered to the newly-elected Town Council Members by 
Judge Darigan. Certificates were also presented. [Applause] 

 
Judge Darigan called the School Committee-elect to come forward to be sworn in. 
 
B) School Committee: 

1) Sheila M. Reilly 
2) Kristine A. Lapierre 
3) Keith J. Roberts  
 

The Oath of Office was administered to the newly-elected School Committee Members by 
Judge Darigan. Certificates were also presented. [Applause]  

 
Judge Darigan called the Town Moderator-elect to come forward to be sworn in. 
 
C) Town Moderator 

1) John A. Murphy 
 
The Oath of Office was administered to the newly-elected Town Moderator by Judge 
Darigan. A Certificate was also presented. [Applause] 
 

IV. NOMINATION AND SELECTION OF TOWN COUNCIL  
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 

 
The Clerk called for nominations for Town Council President.  

 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Councilor Piva to 
nominate Michael White for Town Council President.  
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Discussion. Councilor Meagher noted Mike White was the highest vote getter, but that is 
not a requirement for the job. His victory is testimony to why Mike is suited for this role.   
Mike’s affability and equanimity are well known and those are very good traits to have on 
the Town Council, but he is also a principled man who understands government’s role in 
helping the lives of those it serves. Mike has sacrificed mightily in the service of his 
country, but that sacrifice hasn’t stopped him from continuing to serve the community he 
has lived in for nearly thirty years. As good natured as Mike is, he is not afraid to speak his 
mind when he finds it necessary to critique ideas and their presentation when he finds them 
not serving the best interests of our citizens. I can tell you personally that when he offers 
his support, it is not a hollow proposition of words but the real thing, a considered 
judgement that can bolster a cause or your spirits. We have disagreed at times but after 
disagreeing, Mike goes right on being the same friendly, good guy he was before, and 
always will be. And so I nominate Michael White to be Council President.  
 
Back to the vote on the motion. Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; 
Councilor R. White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye. [Applause] 
 
The meeting was turned over to President White by the Clerk. President White stated the 
next order of business is to elect a Vice President.   
 
A motion was made by Councilor R. White with second by Councilor Beye to 
nominate Mary Meagher for Town Council Vice President.  
 
Discussion. Councilor Randall White stated Mary has served on the Council for the last 
three terms, serving as Vice President in the 2012 and 2014 terms. She has been an able 
and distinguished Vice President and Member, and also served on the Council in the 90’s. 
It is a true honor as my first official act to place into nomination Mary Meagher for Vice 
President.   
 
Back to the vote on the motion. President White, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor 
R. White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye. [Applause] 
 

V. INTRODUCTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
 

President White thanked Judge Darigan for presiding this evening and acknowledged 
Representative Deb Ruggiero of District 74 and the House of Representatives Citations for 
outgoing Council members, Senator Dawn Euer of District 13, Attorney General-elect 
Peter Neronha, outgoing Council members, and Democratic Town Committee Chair Anne 
Livingston. President White also thanked Town staff members School Superintendent Ken 
Duva, Police Chief Ed Mello, Town Sergeant Fred Pease, Parks and Recreation Director 
Andy Wade, Finance Director Christina Collins, Town Planner Lisa Bryer, Fire Chief Jim 
Bryer, Public Works Director Mike Gray, GIS Coordinator Jean Lambert, Senior Programs 
Coordinator Betsey Anderson, Board of Canvassers Chair Carol Nelson-Lee, Town 
Administrator Andy Nota, and Town Solicitor Peter Ruggiero. Thank you so much for 
attending. [Applause]   
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) Licenses and Permits 
All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, 
taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of 
insurance. 
1) Victualing License Renewal; review, discussion and/or potential 

action and/or vote 
a) Ace’s Pizza, Inc. dba: Ace’s Pizza 

1 Clarke Street 
 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor White to 
approve the Victualing License renewal for Ace’s Pizza. President White, Aye; Vice 
President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor 
Piva, Aye.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with second by Councilor Piva son to 
adjourn the meeting. President White, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
Beye, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Piva, Aye.  

 
The special meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m.  President White invited all in attendance 
to join the Reception. [Applause]  
 

X. RECEPTION: The newly-elected Town Officials will adjourn for pictures, 
congratulations and refreshments (in the Town Council Chambers) 

 
Attest: 
 
 
        
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk 
 
Copies to: Town Council  
  Town Administrator 
  Finance Director 
  Town Solicitor  
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                                    Jamestown Harbor Office 
                                               250 Conanicus Avenue 
         Jamestown, RI 02835 
                                                       401-423-7190 
 
                                                            TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

               HARBOR COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the May 9, 2018 Meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission  
Amended and Approved: 6/13/2018 

 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at the Jamestown Town Hall, 
93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Vice-Chairman Harsch called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with roll call: 

 
Present:  

William Harsch, Vice-Chairman 
 Wayne Banks, Commissioner 
 Dan Wurzbacher, Commissioner 
 James Heagney, Commissioner 
 Steven Bois, Commissioner 
 Eric Lexow, Commissioner 
  
Absent: 

David Cain, Chairman  
 
Also in attendance:  
 Chief Mello, Executive Director 

Mark Campbell, Harbormaster 
Kim Devlin, Harbor Clerk  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

A.  Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
Commissioner Banks moved to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2018 Jamestown Harbor Commission meeting; 
Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; 5 ayes, 0 nays.    

 
III. OPEN FORUM 

A.  Scheduled Requests to Address  
There were no Scheduled requests to address. 
 

B.  Non-scheduled Requests to Address- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Captain Erik Patton gave a power point presentation detailing the clean-up efforts on Gould Island by the Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE).  The Navy transferred the southern two thirds of the island back to the State of Rhode Island for use 
as a wildlife preserve.   
 
(Commissioner Heagney arrives 6:05). 
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch asked that the Jamestown Harbor Commission forwards a resolution to the town council stating 
that Gould Island is closed to the public and asking for signs to be posted stating such. 
 
Executive Director Chief Mello sated that he has sent a request to DEM for the same type of signage at Dutch Island but 
the request has not been met.   
 

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MELLO’S REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello reported that the missing stairs at the West Ferry outhauls have been replaced. 
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Executive Director Chief Mello informed the Jamestown Harbor Commission that he and Harbormaster Campbell have 
been meeting with Volvo race organizers on the logistics of the race.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that one condition outlined in the CRMC approval letter was that the screw type 
anchors be used for the conservation moorings.  This type of anchor does not work for moorings in Jamestown waters 
so we have written approval from CRMC to use a block anchor and we will communicate that to mooring installers.  
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that we also have to confirm the eelgrass map with CRMC.   
 

V.  HARBORMASTER REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that both boats are in the water and the new truck worked well to launch the 
Harbormaster vessels.  
 
Harbormaster Campbell informed the Jamestown Harbor Commission that the pumpouts will be commissioned tomorrow 
and additional pumpout work will happen later. 
 
Harbormaster Campbell also reported that the No Wake and Conservation buoys at Head’s Beach and Sheffield Cove are 
in for the season.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello added that there is a third pumpout station at East Ferry that needs to be maintained as 
outlined by DEM and that pumpout station will be commissioned this year as a stipulation of the ratio between moorings 
and operations pumpouts.  

 
VI. MARINE DEVELOPMENT FUND BUDGET 

A. 2017/2018 
 MDF YTD Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

The budget was reviewed by the Jamestown Harbor Commission. 
 

VII. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Heagney had nothing to report.   
 

B.  Facilities- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks and Commissioner Wurzbacher had nothing to report.   
 

C.  Mooring Implementation- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain was absent. 

 
D. Traffic Committee- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Chairman Cain was absent.   
 

VIII. LIAISON REPORTS 
A.  Conservation Commission Liaison- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Conservation Commission Liaison Souza stated that the group spearheading the push for additional kayak racks at more 
locations will present their findings to the town council on Monday.   

 
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 
 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no Correspondence. 
 

XI. NEW BUSINESS- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
A.  Meeting time - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Wurzbacher moved to change the meeting time to 6:30PM for the balance of the year; Commissioner 
Heagney seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  

 
B. Signage at East Ferry - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Executive Director Chief Mello stated that there will be new signs installed at East Ferry that are very similar to the ones at 
West Ferry.  The signs are to welcome visitors and to make clear the regulations and uses of the town docks.  Samples of 
the signs will be available at the next meeting. 
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C.  Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan – CRMC Approval and Conditions, specifically the type of moorings 
required to and the relocation of moorings in the Conservation Area at Zeek’s Creek - - Review, discussion and/or 

potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that one condition CRMC stipulates in the Comprehensive Harbor Management 
Plan approval letter speaks to the relocation of the moorings in Zeek’s Creek Conservation Area to a location outside of 
the conservation zone whenever any part of the mooring needs to be replaced.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that 
he is not asking the Jamestown Harbor Commission to make a decision tonight on this matter, but he will provide options 
on how to address the CRMC stipulations.     
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that we will notify all of the mooring permit holders in the Zeek’s Creek Conservation 
Area of the CRMC condition before the next meeting, because the opinion of the mooring permit holders who will be 
affected should also be taken into consideration before a decision is made on how to proceed.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello presented to the Jamestown Harbor Commission a power point that showed a map of the 
moorings in the Zeek’s Creek Conservation Area and where the CRMC conservation Area and the town Conservation 
Area lines are.  
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that the town Conservation area extends to 1000’ and the CRMC Conservation Area 
extends to 500’ from the mean high tide mark on shore.  If the Jamestown Harbor Commission votes to adopt the CRMC 
Conservation Area line we will only have three moorings that need to be moved out of the conservation area.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello recommended that the Jamestown Harbor Commission continue this matter until the next 
meeting, when the permit holders have been notified and the current and former Conservation Commission chair, through 
George, is invited to attend.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that with the town conservation zone line 13 moorings are affected and if we go by 
the CRMC conservation zone line there are only three or four moorings affected.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello recommended a couple of things to the Jamestown Harbor Commission:  
 1 – To continue the matter until the next meeting 
 2 – The staff will notify all of the mooring holders in this area that will be impacted by this agenda item 
 3 – A moratorium be issued in this area that prohibits any new moorings being installed, no boat size changes, 
and no moorings moved; nothing that was not requested prior to the February 26th date of the CRMC letter, until this issue 
is resolved. 
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that, going forward, a couple of options are: 
 1 – To abide by the condition put in place by CRMC and adhere to the 1000’ conservation zone line and begin 
moving moorings outside of the Conservation Area. 
 2 – To appeal the condition and try to get an explanation from CRMC as to why this conservation area was 
addressed, because we do have moorings in other conservation areas that were not addressed in the approval letter 
 3 – To appeal to CRMC, after hearing from our local Conservation Commission as to why the line is at 1000’ and 
if you are satisfied that perhaps the line should have been at 500’, to adopt the 500’ conservation zone line and appeal to 
CRMC to allow that change to occur within the plan and ordinance.    
 
A discussion ensued. 
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch moved to accept all of Executive Director Chief Mello’s recommendations. 
 
Further discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Chris Museler objected to the moratorium being issued by the Jamestown Harbor Commission. 
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch stated that, under the Harbor Management Ordinance, Executive Director Chief Mello has 
discretion on many things and does not require the approval of the Jamestown Harbor Commission. 
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch amended his motion to accept all of Executive Director Chief Mello’s recommendations except for 
the moratorium; Commissioner Banks seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  
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D.  Construction of the East Ferry floating dock as voted on by the Jamestown Harbor Commission on 2/14/2018 - 
Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

 Mr. Bill Munger emailed Chairman Cain and asked that this matter be continued until next month. 
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that the replacement dock and pilings are a significant investment and that the old 
dock lacked the functionality to be a usable space.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he hopes to install an ADA 
friendly gangway, if the pitch of the ramp allows.     

 
XII. OPEN FORUM – CONTINUED- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Mr. Chris Museler addressed the Jamestown Harbor Commission regarding his concerns about his mooring and his 
interpretation of the CRMC approval letter. 
 
Mr. Jim McCooey asked what the reason is that CRMC wants to move the moorings out of Zeek’s Creek Conservation 
Zone.   

 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that we are trying to gain clarification on that issue.   
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks moved to adjourn at 7:17 PM, Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; (6 ayes, 0 nays).  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kim Devlin 
Jamestown Harbor Clerk 
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                                    Jamestown Harbor Office 
                                               250 Conanicus Avenue 
         Jamestown, RI 02835 
                                                       401-423-7190 
 
                                                            TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

               HARBOR COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the June 13, 2018 Meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission  
Approved: 7/11/2018 

 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held Wednesday, June 13, 2018 at the Jamestown Town Hall, 
93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Cain called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with roll call: 

 
Present:  
 David Cain, Chairman  
 William Harsch, Vice-Chairman 
 Wayne Banks, Commissioner 
 Dan Wurzbacher, Commissioner 
 James Heagney, Commissioner 
 Steven Bois, Commissioner 
 Eric Lexow, Commissioner 
  
Absent: 
 
Also in attendance:  
 Chief Mello, Executive Director 

Mark Campbell, Harbormaster 
Kim Devlin, Harbor Clerk  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

A.  Wednesday, May 9, 2018 
Commissioner Banks amended the minutes on page 2, item V. Harbormaster report as follows: “Harbormaster Campbell 
reported also reported that the buoys at Heads Beach, and Sheffield Cove and Mackerel Cove are in for the season.”  
and moved to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2018 Jamestown Harbor Commission meeting; Commissioner Lexow 
seconded.  So voted; 7 ayes, 0 nays.    

 
III. OPEN FORUM 

A.  Scheduled Requests to Address  
There were no Scheduled requests to address. 
 

B.  Non-scheduled Requests to Address- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There were no Non-Scheduled requests to address. 
 

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MELLO’S REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello had nothing to report.   
 

V.  HARBORMASTER REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that all of the pumpouts are operational; two at West Ferry and three at East Ferry, and 
the outboard pumpout has been moved to the inboard side of the floating dock to offer more protection from being hit by 
boats.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell also reported that the mooring fields are approximately 50% full and the season is off to a slow 
start again due to weather.   
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Harbormaster Campbell reported that he has been working on bat size change requests and relocation of mooring 
requests and that a number of riparian moorings have been installed.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that he offered support for the Volvo race, the air show, and that he will be helping out 
with the Newport/Bermuda race, as well.   

 
VI. MARINE DEVELOPMENT FUND BUDGET 

A. 2017/2018 
 MDF YTD Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

The budget was reviewed by the Jamestown Harbor Commission. 
 

VII. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Heagney had nothing to report.   
 

B.  Facilities- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks and Commissioner Wurzbacher had nothing to report.   
 

C.  Mooring Implementation- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain had nothing to report. 

 
D. Traffic Committee- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Chairman Cain had nothing to report.   
 

VIII. LIAISON REPORTS 
A.  Conservation Commission Liaison- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Conservation Commission Liaison Souza had nothing to report.   
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Mr. Stephen Murphy – Appeal of late fees; 9/5/2017 - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Mr. Stephen Murphy, 56 East Shore Road, addressed the Jamestown Harbor Commission regarding his appeal of late 
fees from last season.   
 
Mr. Murphy stated that he thought his brother paid the fee, as the renewals were going to his brother.  Their mooring was 
tagged by the Harbormaster for non-payment and he paid the mooring fee and $300 in late fees.  Mr. Murphy stated that 
he is asking the fees be waived or applied as a credit to his account.   
 
The Jamestown Harbor Commission discussed the options. 
 
Commissioner Banks moved to reduce the penalty by 50%; Commissioner Wurzbacher seconded.  So voted; 7 ayes, 0 
nays.  
 

B.  Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan – CRMC Approval and Conditions, specifically the type of 
moorings required and the relocation of moorings in the Conservation Area at Zeek’s Creek- Review, discussion 

and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello summarized the Harbor Management Ordinance and Comprehensive Harbor 
Management Plan approval letter and showed the slides of the maps with the town and CRMC Conservation Zone lines.  
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that the town and CRMC’s interpretation of one of the stipulations in the letter – 
that the moorings in the Zeek’s Creek Conservation Area – would have to be moved outside of the Conservation Area 
within the next five years.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that a member of the public is implying that the moorings 
would not have to move until five years from the CRMC approval date.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that at the last meeting he asked the Jamestown Harbor Commission for direction 
on how to proceed with this stipulation of the CRMC approval letter and provided the Jamestown Harbor Commission 
with three suggestions: 
 1 – To abide by the condition put in place by CRMC and adhere to the 1000’ conservation zone line and begin 
moving moorings outside of the Conservation Area. 
 2 – To appeal the condition and try to get an explanation from CRMC as to why this conservation area was 
addressed, because we do have moorings in other conservation areas that were not addressed in the approval letter 
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 3 – To appeal to CRMC, after hearing from our local Conservation Commission as to why the line is at 1000’ and 
if you are satisfied that perhaps the line should have been at 500’, to adopt the 500’ conservation zone line and appeal to 
CRMC to allow that change to occur within the plan and ordinance.    
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he met with the Conservation Commission last night and the Conservation 
Commission is asking for more information to make an informed decision.  Executive Director Chief Mello will gather 
further information with his staff and will go back to the Conservation Commission and ask them whether we should try to 
pursue moving the town conservation line to match the CRMC line.   This would require an ordinance change and the 
town council and CRMC would have to approve the change.   
  
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that, based on the response by CRMC, it would be in our best interests to maintain 
the moorings we have there and not allow any changes in the area until this issue is resolved.   
 
Mr. Randy Ross, 2 West Passage Drive, asked where the moorings would be moved to if the line stays the same.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that they would move to the north of the mooring area line and to the west of the 
conservation zone line.   
 
Mr. Ross stated that he is confused as to why the oyster farms are allowed to remain in the conservation area and are 
not involved in the discussion. 
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that aquaculture is approved directly by CRMC and does not have to be approved 
by the town or permitted by the Jamestown Harbor Commission.   
 
Mr. Ted Sybertz stated that his family swims out to their boats and that if they have to move the moorings it will be 
inconvenient.  Mr. Sybertz requested that the Jamestown Harbor Commission supports them in maintaining their 
moorings at the current location.  Mr. Sybertz also asked the Jamestown Harbor Commission who will pay for the 
moorings to be moved, because they were placed there by the former Harbormaster.   
 
Ms. Robin Main, 30 Westwind Drive, encouraged the Jamestown Harbor Commission to look into the placement of the 
yellow (town conservation) line and the reason it is where it is.  Ms. Main stated that she questions the technical basis of 
the yellow (town conservation) line in today’s situation and that there are competing uses in the area.   
 
Mr. Quentin Anthony stated that he disagrees with the town’s interpretation of the CRMC letter, stating that it is clear that 
we (the town) have the five year approval of the plan and it is in the next iteration of the plan that we (the town) have to 
address the stipulations. 
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch asked Executive Director Chief Mello if he has any comments. 
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that his email exchange with Kevin Cute from CRMC that is included in the packet 
clearly defines CRMC’s stance on the matter.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he is asking the Jamestown 
Harbor Commission for direction on how to move forward with a situation where we have riparian property owners that 
were issued riparian moorings without the water in front of their property to support a mooring.   
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch stated that he can see how the letter could be interpreted as we don’t have to do anything until 
2023 and we should not do anything until we talk to the town solicitor.   
 
Vice-Chairman Harsch moved to talk to the town solicitor about the matter; Commissioner Banks seconded.  So voted; 7 
ayes, 0 nays.  
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he was seeking direction from the Jamestown Harbor Commission to work with 
town staff and take the matter in whichever direction the Jamestown Harbor Commission felt was best, but if the 
Jamestown Harbor Commission would rather let the town counsel take up the matter that is fine, as well.   
 
Commissioner Heagney moved to carry the matter over to the next meeting; Commissioner Banks seconded.  So voted; 
7 ayes, 0 nays.  
 
C.  Construction of the East Ferry floating dock as voted on by the Jamestown Harbor Commission on        

2/14/2018 - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello asked the Jamestown Harbor Commission to continue the agenda item to the next 
meeting, as the town and Mr. Munger are trying to resolve the matter.   
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Chairman Cain moved to continue New Business item C to the next meeting; Vice-Chairman Harsch seconded.  So voted; 
7 ayes, 0 nays.  
 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 
A.  Appeal – Mr. Stephen Murphy; re: Appeal of late fees; 9/5/2017 - Review, discussion and/or potential action 

and/or vote 
 

B.  Appeal – Mr. Chris Museler; re: Mooring location; 5/8/2018 - Review, discussion and/or potential        
action and/or vote 

 
C.  Mr. Bill Munger; re: Seaward visitors float replacement concern; 5/8/2018 - Review, discussion         

and/or potential action and/or vote 
 

XI. NEW BUSINESS- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
A.  Appeal – Mr. Chris Museler; re: Mooring location - Review, discussion and/or potential action         

and/or vote 
Chairman Cain moved to continue the item to the next meeting; Vice-Chairman Harsch seconded.  So voted; 7 ayes, 0 
nays.  

B.  Public signage at East Ferry 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that a sample of the new signs to be installed at the floating docks at East Ferry is 
included in the packets. 

C.  Updated Qualified Mooring Installer and Inspector list 
Chairman Cain moved to accept the updated mooring installer and inspector list; Commissioner Bois seconded.  So voted; 
7 ayes, 0 nays.  

 
XII. OPEN FORUM – CONTINUED- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Bois asked the Jamestown Harbor Commission can direct Executive Director Chief Mello to reach out to 
CRMC and let them know we are interested in pursuing changing the town conservation line to match the CRMC line at 
500’; Commissioner Wurzbacher seconded.  So voted; 7 ayes, 0 nays.  
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks moved to adjourn at 7:43 PM, Vice-Chairman Harsch seconded.  So voted; (7 ayes, 0 nays).  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kim Devlin 
Jamestown Harbor Clerk 
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                                    Jamestown Harbor Office 
                                               250 Conanicus Avenue 
         Jamestown, RI 02835 
                                                       401-423-7190 
 
                                                            TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

               HARBOR COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the July 11, 2018 Meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission  
Approved: 8/8/2018 

 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at the Jamestown Town Hall, 
93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Cain called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with roll call: 

 
Present:  
 David Cain, Chairman  
 William Harsch, Vice-Chairman  
 Wayne Banks, Commissioner 
 Dan Wurzbacher, Commissioner 
 James Heagney, Commissioner 
 Steven Bois, Commissioner 
 Eric Lexow, Commissioner 
  
Absent: 
 
Also in attendance:  
  Chief Mello, Executive Director 

Mark Campbell, Harbormaster 
Kim Devlin, Harbor Clerk  
Conservation Commission Liaison Souza  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

A.  Wednesday, June 13, 2018 
Commissioner Wurzbacher moved to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2018 meeting; Commissioner Lexow 
seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  

 
III. OPEN FORUM 

A.  Scheduled Requests to Address  
There were no Scheduled requests to address. 
 

B.  Non-scheduled Requests to Address- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There were no Non-Scheduled requests to address. 
 

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MELLO’S REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello had nothing to report.   
 

V.  HARBORMASTER REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that since the last meeting he has supported the Newport to Bermuda race, and the 4th 
of July fireworks.  Harbormaster Campbell reported that the July 4th was a busy day but everyone was well behaved and 
there were no incidents.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell also reported that both boats are operational, but that the Yamaha motor on the Freedom needed 
a new relay switch for the engine tab and that has been fixed.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that the lighted channel marker in East Ferry is out and a replacement was shipped out 
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today and will be installed as soon as it arrives.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that the mooring fields are filling up and are at approximately 80% capacity.   

 
VI. MARINE DEVELOPMENT FUND BUDGET 

A. 2017/2018 
 MDF YTD Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Executive Director Chief Mello reported that the budget will be available at the next meeting. 
 

VII. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Heagney had nothing to report.   
 

B.  Facilities- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks and Commissioner Wurzbacher had nothing to report.   
 

C.  Mooring Implementation- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain had nothing to report. 

 
D. Traffic Committee- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Chairman Cain had nothing to report.   
 

VIII. LIAISON REPORTS 
A.  Conservation Commission Liaison- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Conservation Commission Liaison Souza was not in attendance at the time this agenda item was addressed.   
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan – CRMC Approval and Conditions, specifically the type of moorings 

required and the relocation of moorings in the Conservation Area at Zeek’s Creek- Review, discussion and/or 
potential action and/or vote 

Executive Director Chief Mello reported that at the last meeting the directive from the Jamestown Harbor Commission 
was to determine whether the Conservation area line can be moved from the town’s designation at 1000’ to the CRMC’s 
designated line at 500’.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that most of the moorings affected by the CRMC 
stipulation lie within the 500’ discrepancy area between the town’s line and the CRMC line.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he met with the Conservation Commission and will meet with them again to 
see if there is a way to come to a consensus to move the town’s line to match the CRMC line.  Executive Director Chief 
Mello stated that this will be a long process and it is not something that will happen in the near future.  If the consensus is 
that the line should match the CRMC line the Harbor Management Ordinance will have to be amended and the town 
council and CRMC will have to approve the ordinance change.   
 
(6:37PM Vice-Chairman Harsch arrived.) 
 
Ms. Sharon Purdie from Westwind Drive stated that at the last meeting there was an attorney present who said that the 
way the CRMC letter was worded that this wouldn’t take effect until five years from now, and the Jamestown Harbor 
Commission said that they would clarify that with them and Ms. Purdie is wondering if that happened.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that the attorney was Mr. Anthony who was representing a resident on an appeal 
under another agenda item and that his assertion was that the five year approval letter stipulations did not have to be 
met until 2023.  Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he clarified the meaning of the stipulations in the letter with 
CRMC and CRMC stated that the stipulations should begin to be met immediately.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that Mr. Anthony stated that the directive on the interpretation of the letter did not 
come from the signatory of the letter and that we should not follow that directive.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that CRMC is clarifying their directive that the stipulations must begin immediately.   
 
(Conservation Commission Liaison Souza arrived 6:39.)  
 
Commissioner Bois asked Executive Director Chief Mello if he has been in touch with CRMC regarding moving the 
town’s conservation line. 
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Executive Director Chief Mello stated that, no, he has not because he is still in talks with the Conservation Commission.   
 
B.  Construction of the East Ferry floating dock as voted on by the Jamestown Harbor Commission on        

2/14/2018 - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that in February the Jamestown Harbor Commission approved the replacement of 
the damaged float with a 10’x40’ float.  Mr. Munger appeared before the Jamestown Harbor Commission and asked that 
they reconsider their decision.  
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that he, Public Works Director Mike Gray and Mr. Munger have met to discuss other 
options and are also looking at funding for the project, the total project cost and how much insurance money will be paid 
out for the damage.   
 
Commissioner Banks moved to continue the item until the next meeting; Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; 7 
ayes, 0 nays.  
 

C.  Appeal – Mr. Chris Museler; re: Mooring location; 5/8/2018 – Review, discussion and/or potential vote 
Chairman Cain stated that Mr. Museler asked that his appeal be continued until the August meeting.   
 
Commissioner Banks moved to continue Mr. Museler’s appeal until the August meeting; Commissioner Wurzbacher 
seconded.  So voted; 7 ayes, 0 nays.  
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that at the last meeting, for the board members that were present, the legal 
argument that Mr. Anthony had suggested Mr. Harsch had asked him to submit that it writing and we have yet to receive 
that from Mr. Anthony.   
 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no Correspondence. 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

There was no New Business.   
 

XII. OPEN FORUM – CONTINUED- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There was no Open Forum discussions continued.    
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Vice-Chairman Harsch moved to adjourn at 7:15 PM, Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; (7 ayes, 0 nays).  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kim Devlin 
Jamestown Harbor Clerk 
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                                    Jamestown Harbor Office 
                                               250 Conanicus Avenue 
         Jamestown, RI 02835 
                                                       401-423-7190 
 
                                                            TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

               HARBOR COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the August 8, 2018 Meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission  
Amended: 9/12/2018   Approved: 9/12/2018  

 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held Wednesday, August 8, 2018 at the Jamestown Town 
Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Cain called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with roll call: 

 
Present:  
 David Cain, Chairman  
 William Harsch, Vice-Chairman  
 Wayne Banks, Commissioner 
 James Heagney, Commissioner 
 Steven Bois, Commissioner 
 Eric Lexow, Commissioner 
  
Absent: 
 Dan Wurzbacher, Commissioner 
 Chief Mello, Executive Director 
 
Also in attendance:  

Mark Campbell, Harbormaster 
Kim Devlin, Harbor Clerk  
Conservation Commission Liaison Souza  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

A.  Wednesday, July 11, 2018 
Commissioner Wurzbacher moved to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2018 meeting; Commissioner Lexow 
seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  

 
III. OPEN FORUM 

A.  Scheduled Requests to Address  
There were no Scheduled requests to address. 
 

B.  Non-scheduled Requests to Address- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There were no Non-Scheduled requests to address. 
 

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MELLO’S REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello was not in attendance.  
 

V.  HARBORMASTER REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that he has supported a few events since the last meeting; the folk festival, the jazz 
festival and the Save the Bay swim.  The last event that he will be supporting this summer is the Fools Rules regatta.   

 
VI. MARINE DEVELOPMENT FUND BUDGET 

A. 2017/2018 
 MDF YTD Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Vice-Chairman Harsch moved to accept the budget; Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  
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VII. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Heagney had nothing to report.   
 

B.  Facilities- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks and Commissioner Wurzbacher had nothing to report.   
 

C.  Mooring Implementation- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain had nothing to report. 

 
D. Traffic Committee- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Chairman Cain had nothing to report.   
 

VIII. LIAISON REPORTS 
A.  Conservation Commission Liaison- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Conservation Commission Liaison Souza reported that at the August 14 meeting the Conservation Commission will be 
discussing the Zeek’s Creek Conservation Zone.   
 
Chairman Cain asked if someone from the Conservation Commission will be attending the Gould Island restoration 
meeting. 
 
Conservation Commission Liaison Souza stated that, yes, there will be a representative from the Conservation 
Commission at the meeting 

 
IX. OLD BUSINESS 

A.  Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan – CRMC Approval and Conditions, specifically the type of moorings 
required and the relocation of moorings in the Conservation Area at Zeek’s Creek- Review, discussion and/or 

potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain reported that there is no update for this agenda item and we are still waiting on information from CRMC.    
 

B.  Appeal – Mr. Chris Museler; re: Mooring location; 5/8/2018 – Review, discussion and/or potential vote; 
Continued from July 11, 2018 

Mr. Quentin Anthony submitted a written request to the Jamestown Harbor Commission requesting that Mr. Museler’s 
appeal be continued. 
 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no Correspondence. 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Appeal – Mrs. Charlene Gill; re: Denial of 2018 Grace Period request due to being granted a Grace Period in 
2017 – Review, discussion and/or potential vote 

Mrs. Gill stated that she and her husband have had this mooring for 40 years and that her husband got sick in 2017.  She 
stated she was going to launch the boat this year but her husband has since passed away and the boat needs some 
work. 
 
Chairman Cain moved to grant the appeal; Vice-Chairman Harsch seconded.  So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays.  
 
Harbormaster Campbell stated that the only reason he did not approve the request is because he doesn’t have the 
authority to do so.   
 
Chairman Cain moved to add an agenda item “B” under New Business, to establish a sub-committee for the Gould Island 
restoration advisory board; Commissioner Banks seconded.   
 
Chairman Cain stated that the charge would be to attend those meetings and report back to the committee.  Chairman 
Cain stated that the restoration will be a multi-year project and it is important to have some continuity and so the 
Jamestown Harbor Commission understands how this may or may not impact the Harbor Management Ordinance and our 
responsibilities on activities on the water.   
 
So voted; 6 ayes, 0 nays. 
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B.  Gould Island Restoration Committee – Review, discussion and/or potential vote 
Chairman Cain stated that himself, Commissioner Bois and Commissioner Banks are all members of the committee and 
that the Jamestown Harbor Commission should establish a sub-committee for the duration of the project.  Chairman Cain 
moved to add item “E” under the Sub-Committee agenda. 

 
XII. OPEN FORUM – CONTINUED- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

There was no Open Forum discussions continued.    
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Vice-Chairman Harsch moved to adjourn at 6:42 PM, Commissioner Lexow seconded.  So voted; (6 ayes, 0 nays).  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kim Devlin 
Jamestown Harbor Clerk 
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                                    Jamestown Harbor Office 
                                               250 Conanicus Avenue 
         Jamestown, RI 02835 
                                                       401-423-7190 
 
                                                            TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

               HARBOR COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the September 12, 2018 Meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission  
   Approved: 10/10/2018 

 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held Wednesday, September 12, 2018 at the Jamestown Town 
Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chairman Cain called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with roll call: 

 
Present:  
 David Cain, Chairman  
 Wayne Banks, Commissioner 
 James Heagney, Commissioner 
 Eric Lexow, Commissioner 
 Dan Wurzbacher, Commissioner 
 
Absent: 
 William Harsch, Vice-Chairman 
 Steven Bois, Commissioner 
 
Also in attendance:  

Chief Mello, Executive Director  
Mark Campbell, Harbormaster 
Kim Devlin, Harbor Clerk  
Conservation Commission Liaison Souza 
Wyatt Brochu, Town Solicitor  

 
II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

A.  Wednesday, August 8, 2018 
Chairman Cain moved to amend the minutes as follows:   

 
B.  Gould Island Restoration Committee – Review, discussion and/or potential vote 

Chairman Cain stated that himself, Commissioner Bois and Commissioner Banks are all members of the committee and 
that the Jamestown Harbor Commission should establish a sub-committee for the duration of the project.  Chairman Cain 
moved to add item “E” under the Sub-Committee agenda. 
 
Chairman Cain moved to approve the minutes; Commissioner Heagney seconded.  So voted; 5 ayes, 0 nays.  

 
III. OPEN FORUM 

A.  Scheduled Requests to Address  
There were no Scheduled requests to address. 
 

B.  Non-scheduled Requests to Address- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There were no Non-Scheduled requests to address. 
 

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MELLO’S REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Executive Director Chief Mello had nothing to report. 
 

V.  HARBORMASTER REPORT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Harbormaster Campbell reported that the Freedom is in the shop with engine problems and will be repaired.  The 
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pumpout and dock at East Ferry were hit and we are working to get that fixed ASAP.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell reposted that we have sent out forfeiture letters for moorings that haven’t been used.     

 
VI. MARINE DEVELOPMENT FUND BUDGET 

A. 2017/2018 
 MDF YTD Budget- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

The budget was not available.   
 

VII. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Budget - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Commissioner Heagney had nothing to report.   
 

B.  Facilities - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Banks and Commissioner Wurzbacher had nothing to report.   
 

C.  Mooring Implementation - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain had nothing to report. 

 
D. Traffic Committee - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Chairman Cain had nothing to report.   
 

E.  Gould Island Restoration Committee - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Chairman Cain reported that there has not been a meeting and the group will not meet until November.    
 

VIII. LIAISON REPORTS 
A.  Conservation Commission Liaison- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Conservation Commission Liaison Souza had nothing to report.   
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 
A.  East Ferry Touch and Go Replacement - Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

Executive Director Chief Mello presented a power point to the Jamestown Harbor Commission of a summary of the East 
Ferry touch and go dock that they voted to replace.  The previous touch and go dock, gangway and pilings were 
damaged in a storm last year.  The broken pilings were removed and the gangway was recovered.  At the same time, the 
Jamestown Harbor Commission voted to replace the previous 8’x40; touch and go dock with a 10’x40’ dock.   
 
After the Jamestown Harbor Commission voted on the replacement dock and the engineering for the project had already 
begun, the Jamestown Harbor Commission was approached by a member of the public asking them to reconsider their 
vote and to reduce the size of the dock to 8’x40’.   
 
Executive Director Chief Mello stated that project was then placed on hold, with an amount of $24,400 being spent on the 
project.  There are now four options for replacing the floating dock that the Jamestown Harbor Commission will have to 
choose from, if they decide they want to continue with the project.  There is also the option to not replace the dock and 
whether or not to make the ramp ADA accessible. 
 
The four options are: 
 1 – 8’x40’ floating dock straight off of the end of the wood pile pier (facing east) 
 2 – 10’x40’ floating dock straight off of the end of the wood pile pier (facing east) 
 3 – 8’x40’ floating dock angled to the northeast, parallel with the existing floating dock 
 4 – 10’x40’ floating dock angled to the northeast, parallel with the existing floating dock 
 
Mr. Bill Munger addressed the Jamestown Harbor Commission with his opinion on the best option for the floating dock.  
Mr. Munger stated that his new ferry dock, which will involve the relocation and reconfiguration of the town inboard float, 
will be ADA accessible and it is redundant to have two ADA accessible docks within the same facility.  With the history of 
the dock and the current uses and needs Mr. Munger feels that the best option is the 8’x40’ angled floating dock.  
 
Commissioner Wurzbacher asked if the 80’ touch and go dock is full most of the time.   
 
Harbormaster Campbell responded that sometimes on the weekends it gets full but that most of the time there is space 
available.   
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Commissioner Banks stated that he would like the item to be continued so he can look at the site.  Commissioner 
Wurzbacher agreed.   
 
Commissioner Wurzbacher moved to continue the discussion until the next meeting; Commissioner Banks seconded.  
So voted; 5 ayes, 0 nays.     
 

B.  Appeal – Mr. Chris Museler; re: Mooring location; 5/8/2018 – Review, discussion and/or potential vote; 
Continued from August 8, 2018 

Mr. Quentin Anthony requested that the Jamestown Harbor Commission continue Mr. Museler’s appeal until Vice-
Chairman Harsch and Commissioner Bois were in attendance.  Mr. Anthony stated that he wanted the entire Jamestown 
Harbor Commission present for the appeal. 
 
The item was continued until an unspecified time when a special meeting can be arranged.   
 

X. CORRESPONDENCE 
A.  Letter from the Conservation Commission; re: Zeek’s Creek Conservation Zone 

Executive Director Chief Mello stated that the Conservation Commission is in agreement on everything stated in the 
letter and that there is a meeting with CRMC tomorrow to hopefully gain some clarification on some issues.   

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Updated Mooring Service Provider List 
Commissioner Heagney moved to approve the updated mooring service provider list; Commissioner Banks seconded.  So 
voted; 5 ayes, 0 nays.  
 

XII. OPEN FORUM – CONTINUED- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
There was no Open Forum discussions continued.    
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT- Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
Commissioner Heagney moved to adjourn at 7:22 PM, Commissioner Banks seconded.  So voted; (5 ayes, 0 nays).  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kim Devlin 
Jamestown Harbor Clerk 



JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 
26 North Main Road, Jamestown, RI 02835 

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

 
 

Residents of Jamestown and visitors to the library are informed, connected to the community, 
culturally enriched and supported as life-long learners in a safe and welcoming environment. 

 
A. Call to Order:  
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:02 pm by board chair Sanborn. In attendance were 
Jennifer Cloud, Chris Walsh, Donna Fogarty, Paul Housberg, Mary Lou Sanborn, and Christian 
Infantalino.  
 
 B. Executive Session - The Library Board of Trustees may seek to go into Executive Session 
to discuss the following item:  
 

1 Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (10) - Any discussion of the personal 
finances of a prospective donor to a library.   
 
A motion was made by board member Housberg to move into executive session at 5:03; 
seconded by board member Cloud .  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
A motion by board member Infantolino to move out executive session at 6:02; seconded by 
Housberg.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board member Infantolino departed from the meeting at 6:02PM.   
 

C. Consent Agenda: An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple 
clarification or correction of typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be 
equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately. 
 

1. Minutes from September 11, 2018  LBOT Monthly Meeting Minutes and June 25, 2018 
Building Committee Meeting Minutes 

2. Financial Reports: 
a. Library 
b. Trustee 

 
      3. Progress and service report of the Library Director 
 
A motion was made by board member Walsh to approve consent agenda as presented, seconded 
by board member Housberg. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
D. Friends of Library Report: Both library director, Donna Fogarty, and board chair 
Sanborn attended the October 3rd meeting of the Friends of the Library.  The current approved 
building renovation schematic drawings were explained to the “Friends”.  The approved 



Strategic Plan was also reviewed with the “Friends”.   The “Friends” reviewed their membership 
drive timeline, programs for the next several months, and financial report. 
  
 
E. Unfinished Business: 
 

1. Board of Trustees sub-committees update: 
  a. Finance/Budget:  Rhode Island Foundation financial report will be presented  
                                at the November meeting. 
                            b. Policy:  An initial review and discussion took place for LBOT policies A1 –B3.   
                                 Review and discussion will continue at the November meeting.  
                            c. Facilities: Two quotes are being requested from landscape contractors. 
                                Fall cleanup will take place when these are received.  Board chair Sanborn and 
                                Library Director Fogarty have requested the DPW remove the shrubs     
                                on the other side of the fence and grass be planted to allow for additional  
                                parking. 
 

 2.  Library Renovation Project: 
a. Building Committee:  Building committee chair, Housberg, updated the 
     LBOT on the October 2nd Building Renovation Committee meeting.  He 
     mentioned the “building is working harder than ever” and needs    
     repair, upgrading and more flex space.  The next meeting of the Building 
     Renovation Committee is scheduled for November 8th.     
b.       Fundraising:  Board members Walsh and Cloud mentioned the 

recommended marketing campaign for fundraising and long range public 
relations has been contacted but is being postponed at this time because of 
issues within the company.   Board chair Sanborn once again expressed 
concern of the project costs and the immediate need for fundraising. 

c. Project Outline: Design Development completed by December 2018. 
Construction documents, bidding and negotiations beginning in January and 
completed by June 2019.      

 
3.  Board Process Review: No comments.   

                 
4. Playground Renovation Committee: Board member Cloud presented to the LBOT a  

                  draft letter to be sent to Director of Park and Rec, Andy Wade, and also to Town  
                  Adminisrtator, Andy Nota regarding issues with the opening of the new playground  
                  and how it has affected the library.  A motion as made by board member Walsh,  
                  seconded by board member Housberg to accept the letter as presented with minor  
                  revisions.  The motion passed unanimously.   

      

 5.  Jamestown Philomenian Library Foundation:  A meeting of the JPL Foundation is 
      scheduled for October 25th.  A report will be made to the LBOT at the November  
      meeting.    

 
 6.  November Library Bond Referendum:  A Public Information Session was held by the  
      Town Council and Town Administrator at its October 1st meeting.  Another public  
      Information session will be scheduled for later in October.   It was discussed and  
      decided that an email blast would be sent from the LBOT regarding the Library bond 
      Issue and that sandwich boards placed on the outside of the library building would  



     ask voters to support the library bond on November 6th.  Bookmarks designed by  
     board member Housberg were distributed.  These bookmarks will be given to each 
     library patron when a book is checked out.  A motion was made by board  
     member Walsh, seconded by board member Cloud to include an ad in the November  
     1st edition of the Jamestown Press not to exceed $500.  The motion passed  
     Unanimously.  Betsy Grenier will be asked to provide input to both the email blast and  
     Jamestown Press ad.   

 
7. Letter to Town Council Regarding LBOT vacancies:  This agenda item was postponed 
    until the November meeting.      

 
F. New Business:    
             1.  JPL Annual Report:  Library Director, Donna Fogarty, reviewed the 2017-2018 Annual  
                  Report that is submitted to the state.  The format of the report has changed from the   
                  previous year.  Statistics from the report were used for the new bookmark. 
             2.  JPL Debit Card:  Discussion took place regarding the library director’s request to have  
                    a debit card issued  to use to purchase certain Amazon films and miscellaneous  
                   materials for the library.  More information is needed before a decision will be  
                   made by the LBOT.      
       
  
G. Future Agenda Items:   None 
 
H. Public Comment: None 
 
I. Adjournment and date of next meeting:  
 
            A motion was made by board member Cloud, seconded by board member Housberg to  
            adjourn the meeting at 7:23 pm. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
            Date of next meeting: Tuesday, November 13, 2018. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Lou Sanborn 

 
 

 

 



MEETING MINUTES 
JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 

Library Renovation Building Committee 
26 North Road, Jamestown, RI 02835 

Sydney Wright Museum Room 
Tuesday, October 2, 2018 

 
 
 

I. Call to order: Building Renovation Committee Chair, Paul Housberg) , called the meeting to order 
at 5:02PM.  In attendance were:  Lisa Bryer, Jennifer Cloud, Jack Evans, Mohamad Farzan, Bob Flath, 
Donna Fogarty, Paul Housberg, Duncan Pendlebury, Mary Lou Sanborn   
 
II. Approval of June 25, 2018 Meeting Minutes  A motion was made by Duncan Pendlebury, 
seconded by Bob Flath to approve the June 25, 2018 meeting minutes as presented.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
III. Review/update on preliminary schematic design and associated costs and design development 
documents:  Mohamad Farzan and Jack Evans reviewed each schematic drawing for any suggested 
revisions from the Building Committee.  The revisions will include a review of the library’s front 
door and meeting room doors for replacement and an increased solar array.  The elevator and 
compact shelving are currently identified as “placeholders” in the project.  The basement egress 
may be slightly moved to the north from its current location.  The documents will now be released 
to the appropriate engineers for further design detail.    
Discussion took place regarding the longevity of the current plan versus the previous one.  Donna 
Fogarty indicated that unless libraries change considerably, this design should be effective for the 
next 15-20 years.  
 
IV. Schedule future meeting:  The next meeting of the Library Renovation Building Committee will 
be held on Thursday, November 8, 2018 at 5:00PM   
 
V. Public Comment:  None 
 
VI. Adjournment:  A motion was made by Jennifer Cloud, seconded by Duncan Pendelbury to 
adjourn the meeting at 5:57PM.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Lou Sanborn  
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Written 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Sept 19, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Dana Prestigiacomo   Michael Smith 
 
Not present – Bernie Pfeiffer 
 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu Esq. – Town Solicitor 
Nate Kelly – Horsley Witten Consultant 
Jeff Davis – Horsley Witten Consultant 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes Sept 5, 2018; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to accept 
the minutes as written.  So unanimously voted. 
 
III. Correspondence – nothing at this time 

 
IV. Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item 
V.  Reports 

1. Town Planner’s Report – Purchase and Sales of 91 Carr Lane to Church Community 
Housing Corp. was authorized at the Town Council meeting Monday night.  They will 
be proposing 3 single family homes and 3 rental units.   
 
Council created a Public Art committee they would like several planning 
commissioners on the committee.  They talked about 2 members of commission.  
Duncan and Mick Volunteered. 
   
The Planning Commission canceled the meeting on November 21 since it is the day 
before Thanksgiving.  They canceled the December 19th meeting since the Planner will 
be gone.  They will decide whether another meeting in November or December makes 
sense as time gets closer.  Possibly November 14. 



Planning Commission Minutes 
September 19th, 2018 
Page 2 
 

 
Ms. Bryer discussed the upcoming TRC meetings on Friday and Wednesday to let the 
Planning Commission know what might be coming up. 

2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 

 
VI. Old Business 

1. Zoning Ordinance Update - review, discussion and/or action and/or vote with Horsley 
Witten Group representatives 

a. High Groundwater Table Ordinance – Section 314 
 
Nate Kelly from Horsley Witten began discussing the HGWTO and Overlay.  What they tried to 
do was make the ordinance more readable for those that do not work with it everyday.  They tried 
to make it flow better and there are a few technical issues they tried to correct.  He will walk the 
commission through the changes. 
 
It was not clear where the map was located. They believe it should be with the ordinance. 
They have taken the previous language of “development” and clarified it in the applicability.  They 
made no changes to the applicability of whether a lot is in Sub District A and Sub District B. 
One of the issues is determination of the Sub-district.  Town will presume you are in A unless you 
present field testing. 
 
Town Planner Lisa Bryer gives the consultants a lot of credit for tackling this.  She thinks it flows 
better now. 
The Planning Commission is not interested in reducing the requirements. 
 
Commissioner Swistak said if any new development you need a new septic.  If I have a lot greater 
than 40K sq. ft. maybe we should make a requirement for those on larger lots need to go through 
this ordinance.  Bryer said when we first developed the ordinance, it was based on protecting 
groundwater and stormwater issues in neighborhoods that include multiple neighborhoods of small 
lots upon small lots.  Swistak brought up Reservoir Circle; he thinks they should be included; 
maybe expanding the district to those lots. 
 
Lisa said that many of the existing conventional systems are reaching their useful life span and that 
DEM is most likely going to require innovative denitrification systems for all of these lots at that 
time. So they may be replaced eventually anyway. 
 
Commissioner Swistak said internal review was discussed previously should that be in the 
ordinance?  There may be many things that could be reviewed administratively.  Maybe this 
should be part of Development Plan Review Nate Kelly said. 
They discussed that the stormwater plans should be review by a professional P.E.   
 
Commissioner Swistak brought up the letter from the Zoning Chair.  Wyatt Brochu said some kind 
of notification even just a letter from Planning to the abutters would allow public comment in the 
early stages.  Now Zoning relies on the Planning Commission review to make their decision.  That 
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is when the neighbors come out and its almost too late at that point so if they are notified during 
planning they can give their opinions.  This is not uncommon for Development Plan Review. 
Draft stands at certified mail for High Groundwater at DPR.   
 
Commissioner Swistak said there is a state document that talks about drainage problems and 10 
year storm.  Should it be greater?  Bryer said yes it should be but these small lots can only 
accommodate so much storage.  This was the engineering recommendation when we adopted the 
ordinance.  And they have to store that amount not just retain it. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked about the cost of a new system being a financial burden to the 
applicant.  Mr. Kelly said there could be a disclaimer and make them aware that if their system 
fails they will have to put a new one in.  You could require a septic inspection and report to 
planning.  They may find at that point they have to get a new one.  We require a basic inspection 
every 3 years now and maybe we could require a more functional test than what we require now. 
 

b. Development Plan Review 
 
There was a discussion about applications that are administrative and those that go to Planning 
Commission. 
Smaller – Administrative 
Larger – Planning Commission 
You need to define exactly what the criteria or threshold is. Mr. Kelly read through a list of 
suggestions for what needs to be included. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the suggestions that were made by the consultant.  Swistak said he 
thinks that anything smaller than 1,000 sq. ft in the Special Development Village District should be 
reviewed by the Planning Commission.  This applies everywhere including the Village District or 
HGWTO. 
 
Wyatt Brochu said it applies to 2 family but why not apply it to a house too.  This would 
significantly increase staff work load.  Mr. Kelly noted that this process is done already today, but 
informally between department heads.  Maybe that is how you still want to proceed. 
 
Nate Kelly asked about TRC they are voting to say yes or no?  Yes, Lisa Bryer said they are voting 
for administrative actions.  Bryer feels the TRC has worked very well in her experience, she thinks 
it is a broader perspective.  It makes the decision more defensive in Swistak’s opinion. 
 
Bryer said today development applications speak to Chris Costa informally and then he brings 
them down to Planning and it is discussed and decide procedure.  If every construction project over 
a certain square footage is automatically sent to TRC, this will increase the amount of TRC 
meetings and we may need to schedule them on a regular basis.  Nate said to list the different 
things you want to review.   
 
Cochran said this is where we invoke the Comp Plan.  Nate said this discussion gives us a start.  
We should maybe dive into the village district next and then give more direction to Development 
Plan Review.   
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Notification of abutters is in this draft.  It gives the timeline for review also. Where to put DPR, 
Nate Kelly said it should be in the subdivision and land development regulations. Put it in the 
ordinance or the regulations?  They recommend putting it in the regulations.  The Planning 
Commission can set their own timelines with regards to how long it takes to review etc. 
 
Nate Kelly asked Lisa Bryer if she thinks it should go in Zoning or Subdivision/Land Development 
Regulations.  Bryer says if it is all in one place it seems easier, she is in favor of having it in 
Zoning. The Planning Commission can still be the permitting authority. If there are no other 
questions we should stop here.   
  
 
VII. New Business – nothing at this time  
 
  
VIII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn at 9:05 was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner 
Pendlebury.  So unanimously voted. 
 
Attest: 
 
Lisa Bryer 
Town Planner 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Amended 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

October 3, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer    Dana Prestigiacomo    
Michael Smith 
 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 
Deb Foppert – Attorney 
Dan Cotta – PE – American Engineering 
Andrew Kushner - Applicant 
Krista Morevec– Horsley Witten 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes Sept 19, 2018; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pendlebury and seconded by Commissioner Enright to 
accept the minutes As Written. So unanimously voted. 
 
III. Correspondence – nothing at this time 
 
IV. Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time 
 
V.  Reports 

1. Town Planner’s Report – November 7th we will have zoning on for the meeting.  We 
will decide then on the 14th if needed.  There will be one meeting in December.  I will 
be attending a Food Composting seminar tomorrow in Providence.  US EPA goal is to 
reduce food loss by 50% by 2030. 

2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 
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VI. Old Business  

1. Andrew Kushner former application of Eric Bottaro – Plat 15 Lot 215 Seaside Dr. – 
Section 314 High Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District Sub -district A 
application – Zoning Board subsequently approved October 28,2014 
 

Deb Foppert said they are here tonight to get relief for the high groundwater table and impervious 
overlay and a variance from zoning. They went to Zoning with an administrative approval for the 
changes and the Zoning Board sent them back to Planning.   
 
A motion was made to accept Dan Cotta a P.E as an expert witness.  So moved by Commissioner 
Cochran and seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury.  All in favor. 
 
Mr. Cotta explained the plan to the planning board.  This was a previous application where they 
addressed the concerns of the neighbors and placed the rain garden to handle the runoff and it will 
handle a 10-year storm.  The driveway is pervious.  
 
They are asking for less variances and less relief this time around since the house is smaller and set 
different on the lot which is an odd shaped triangular lot.  The well has been installed and tested.   
 
Commissioner Pendlebury asked to be reminded of the setback variances in the original proposal.  
The “front” yard has changed from Seaside to Beach Avenue.  Commissioner Pendlebury asked 
about the intent of zoning and the setbacks.  Chris Costa addresses which road is to be used as 
frontage.  It is a unique lot and how do you treat a lot that has 3 alignments? In his mind it is a lot 
like this has 3 fronts. 
 
The applicant Andrew Kushner said they placed the house that way to have a view from the back 
decks towards the water. 
 
Commissioner Pfeiffer said given the amount of setbacks and the shape of the property there is not 
a whole lot that can be done with it and the house is downsized from the last plan.  He thinks he 
will go with the applicants drawing. Smith said the changes are good. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak and seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury to 
recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application of Andrew Kushner, Plat 
15 Lot 215, Seaside Drive, owner Eric Bottaro.  The Planning Commission reviewed this 
application under Zoning Ordinance Section 314 High Groundwater Table and Impervious 
Overlay District Sub-district A in accordance with the plans by American Engineering, Inc. 
entitled Drainage Plan for Andrew Kushner Located at Pole 27, Seaside Drive, Jamestown, Rhode 
Island.  The recommendation for approval is based on the following findings of fact and subject to 
the following conditions of approval: 
 
Findings of Fact 

1. The applicant is proposing to construct a three-bedroom dwelling and a one-bedroom studio 
on a 25,014 SF vacant lot.  

2. The RIDEM OWTS approval is for a 4-bedroom dwelling therefore no deed restriction is 
required. 
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3. There are no wetlands on the subject property nor are there any wetlands within 150 feet 
from the applicable components of the OWTS per Zoning Ordinance Section 82-308.  

4. Based on soil evaluation reports, the subject lot is in sub-district A. 
5. Jean Lambert has met with the applicant’s architect to insure the application meets the 

criteria of the ordinance.   
6. The proposal requires a setback variance for the main house, distance from house to Beach 

Avenue is proposed to be 27.9 feet, where 40 feet are required. 
7. This application has received a well variance from RIDEM for being 30 feet from the road 

where 50 feet is required.  The well is installed and was tested. 
8. A list of Rain Garden and Driveway Notes have been provided as an Exhibit.   
9. A Memorandum (attached) dated August 22, 2018 to Town Planner Lisa Bryer and Building 

Official Chris Costa, provided by Jean Lambert, PE notes that the proposal meets the 
requirements of the Ordinance as follows: 

a. This application is proposing 7.8 percent impervious coverage.  This is below the 
allowable impervious coverage limit of 10% and also below the 2,000 square foot cap 
permitted by Ordinance. 

b. This application is seeking a dimensional variance for front yard setbacks.  Because this 
is a triangular shaped lot, the corner yard setback is along Seaside Drive and requires 
40’.  The required front yard setback along Beach Avenue 30 feet where 27.9 feet are 
requested; Spirketing is also a corner yard and requires 30 ft. 

c. The proposed 4 bedroom SeptiTec OWTS and bottomless sand filter leach field 
provides advanced treatment, and meets the requirements of this ordinance.  The 
applicant has provided a copy of the RIDEM OWTS Approval permit #0515-1456; 

d. The proposed rain garden exceeds criteria of the Ordinance to accommodate the 
increase in runoff for a 10 year storm. The applicant has agreed to mitigate the runoff 
for 1,937 sf of proposed roof area.  The rain garden has a storage volume of 699 cubic 
feet.  
 

 
Conditions of Approval 

1. Due to the nature of the proposal being two units on one lot with a bedroom and studio 
style kitchen features in the studio garage unit, it is required that this unit be prohibited 
from renting as a separate dwelling unit except as permitted in Zoning as an Accessory 
Family Dwelling Unit or Affordable Unit.  

2. The Exhibit which includes Rain Garden and Driveway maintenance requirements shall be 
recorded with the Zoning Board Approval 

3. The Operation and Maintenance Agreement for the approved OWTS shall be recorded in 
the Office of the Town Clerk as required by RIDEM approval.  

4. The existing shed shall be removed as noted on the plan. 
 

So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye  Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye  Mick Cochran - Aye 
Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye   Dana Prestigiacomo - Aye   
Michael Smith - Aye 
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2. Sustainable Jamestown; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
 

Krista Moravec presented the changes to the web-site.  Commissioner Swistak asked about the 
indicators and how are we going to get this economic data.  The economic data might be hard to 
get so Lisa said we will look at it at the time. We may end up changing our indicators as time goes 
on. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked is the website done?  That is up to the planning commission.   
Commissioner Enright said she spent time this afternoon she was looking at it from her phone. If 
you want to start in 2019 collecting data, is every year too often?  Probably.  Certain things are 
recorded every year.  It was agreed that 2020 should be the first recordings.  
 
A discussion regarding Green Construction ensued and Commissioner Smith said how can we 
require 50%?   Smith said LEED is very limiting and there are other programs out there and he 
thinks it should be taken out of there. 
 
Krista Moravec will make a few more changes and then we are done.  Swistak said what happens 
when done.  Ms. Bryer said it will go out to the public. Commissioner Swistak said we will bring 
the Town Council in here and do a presentation.  Lisa Bryer said in January may work best. 
 
VII. New Business – nothing at this time 
 
VIII. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Cochran and seconded by Commissioner 
Enright at 8:26 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 
 
Attest: 

 
 
Cinthia L. Reppe 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Amended 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

October 17, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer    Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 
 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 
William Tuttle 
Tom McNiff 
Chip Bartlein 
Elena McCarthy 
 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes October 3, 2018; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to accept 
the minutes with the change in spelling for Deb Foppert 
As written.  So unanimously voted. 
 
III. Correspondence 

1. FYI – Memo to ZB – Kushner – HGWTO.  Received 
2. FYI – Letter final Administrative Subdivision – Mains’l Properties – Dutch Harbor.  Received 

 
IV. Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time 
 
V.  Reports 

1. Town Planner’s Report – the town council will look at public arts committee again at 
next meeting and decide on appointments to the committee. 
Zoning will be on for our next meeting.  Enright would like to look at a whole copy. 
Lisa Bryer said she thinks things will be approved in phases. 

2. Chairpersons report  
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3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 

 
VI. Old Business – nothing at this time  
 
VII. New Business  

1. Jamestown Beer Holdings, LLC, William Tuttle and Tom McNiff – New Use in the 
Village Special Development District – Nanobrewery and taproom at the Bomes 
Theatre Mall, 34 Narragansett Avenue, Plat 8 Lot 453 – Development Plan Review, 
Recommendation to the Zoning Board of Review – review, discussion and/or action 
and/or vote 
 

Tom McNiff introduced William Tuttle and himself.  He explained to the Commission what a nano 
brewery is which is basically a small brewery.  They will have about 5 batches per week which 
will be 5 barrels.  No commercial sales. They will have a taproom.  That is the gist of the 
enterprise.  Under the terms of the current legislation they will be allowed to sell growlers to take 
off premise. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked about their space needs. Mr. McNiff said it is 2 shops combined.  
Conanicut Brewery will be consolidated and account for 30% of the space, which is home based 
material sales for brewing. 
 
Commissioner Enright asked the what the square footage is.  It is 1373 and brewery will be 
roughly 1000 sq. ft. so the leftover will be for the home brewery business.  Commissioner Swistak 
asked if they originally intended for this type of business when he opened.  No, he did not.  It 
happened organically after he was approached by Tom McNiff to open a brewery and decided this 
might be a good spot for it.  They are both live in Jamestown. 
   
Commissioner Swistak asked Lisa to give the history of the Bomes Theater Mall.  Do we discuss 
this business separately or look at the Mall as a whole.  Lisa Bryer said that we need to look at the 
Mall as a whole. 
 
Back in the 70’s it converted from a movie theater to a multi-use facility.  In 1983 they were 
granted a 25 parking spaces variance by the Zoning Board.  When Chip Bartlein and Elena 
McCarthy came to us back in 2016 they did not know at that point who their tenants would be.  At 
that time, it was decided it was not going to be any more parking requirements since many of the 
uses over the years were similar to what it is today; restaurants, retail, service.  Lisa Bryer said the 
proposed parking need is 14 spaces now.   
 
Mike Swistak noted that at the TRC, Chris Costa said once you are granted variances they never 
go away and they run with the land.  There are 10 spaces off site, deeded spaces. If you follow 
Lisa’s memo there were 34 spaces.  We have to defend our opinion to zoning.  We have to make 
sure we are following the ordinance.  Can we really count the spots on Narragansett Ave.  Yes, that 
is permitted in the ordinance Bryer noted.  Out of the total of 5650 sq. ft in the building, it was 
assumed that 5100 sq. ft. is usable space on the 2016 plans. 
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Commissioner Pendlebury asked is the calculation based on the seats?  Yes.  1373 includes the 
total square feet of the two units they have.  When she took 70% that includes some space that is 
not public. 
 
Mr. Tuttle said the brewery space would be approx. 370 sq. ft. for retail and 400 sq. ft for the 
brewing. 
 
Commissioner Pfeiffer said getting back to Chris Costas comment, are we saying going forward 
that the 21 spaces are there and will run with the building?  Is it time to memorialize that number?  
Commissioner Pfeiffer said he thinks we should determine the amount of parking.    Commissioner 
Swistak said we need to come to a conclusion.   
 
Smith wants to know how many real parking places exist?  There is an easement that runs with 
Narragansett Ave. for 10 spots at 34 Narragansett Avenue.  Commissioner Smith asked if there are 
any spaces next to them to the west.  No, that is owned by Perotti and no spaces are available for 
the Mall building. There are 5 spaces in the back but there is no way to access those spaces.  Lisa 
said the Bomes Theater building takes up the whole lot width practically.  Solicitor Brochu If they 
do not get the variance for spaces they will lose the opportunity here for the business. 
 
Commissioner Pendlebury said in reality there are 13 physical spaces and we need 15.  We would 
be counting on 2 spaces rooted in a variance over history.  A discussion ensued on how many 
spaces they currently have. They put a walkway the length of the building and their neighbor 
continued the fence the length of the property so the back is not accessible. 
 
They have to decide in their recommendation to zoning do they want to use 21 or 31? 
Solicitor Brochu said this discussion is confusing, it is important to separate the actual spaces that 
exist.  It is an exclusive easement.  This case is different because it is an easement.  Smith said they 
get credit for the 3 public spaces on Narragansett Ave. 
 
Mr. Tuttle and Mr. McNiff said Micro breweries are becoming more and more popular. We want 
to be a destination and then have our customers go to one of the fantastic restaurants in this area.  
Their hours of operation will be noon to 8 pm.  The beer will come directly from the kegs.  They 
have a strategy for reducing the water use. They will limit the water use and waste, they will be 
using a glycol based brewing process.  Submersion is a waste of water where you lose a lot of 
gallons, they will be using glycol to activate and chill the water down in a closed loop system. 
Very little water is going down the drain.  The used grains will be donated.  There will be a bi-
weekly pick up and they will be enclosed and stored outside. Will has lived on north end of island 
for 20 years and knows about the water issues both there and downtown. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pendlebury and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to  
approve the Development Plan of Jamestown Beer Holdings, LLC for 34 Narragansett Avenue, 
Plat 8 Lot 453.  This application was reviewed by the Planning Commission under Zoning 
Ordinance Article 11, as a change in use in the Jamestown Village Special Development District 
for the multi-use Bomes Theatre building.  The Planning Commission also discussed the request 
for a Special Use Permit to serve beer.  This will also need a liquor license from the Town Council 
sitting as the Alcohol Licensing Review Board.   The recommendation for approval is based on the 
following findings of fact and subject to the following conditions of approval: 
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Findings of Fact – Development Plan Review 
 

1. The applicant proposes to open a 28 seat “nano-brewery” as an additional use in the space 
that is currently occupied by Conanicut Brewing in the Mall at 34 Narragansett Avenue.  
This has been determined to be a new use that requires Development Plan Review; 

2. The TRC met on September 26, 2018 and October 5 to discuss this application.  The 
minutes are attached;  

3. The following Variances for parking have been granted by the Zoning Board of Review: 
a. February 15, 1983 Bernard Dutra – Parking Variance for 25 parking spaces 

conditioned that he provide 10 spaces at 24 Narragansett Avenue or closer. 
b. March 11, 1985 John Dennis Flynn (Town Council approval for victualing and 

restaurant license) – also Special Use permit granted for liquor at the café in the 
mall with a condition that 5 spaces be developed in back of the building.   
Note:  This use never went in to operation and it is undetermined if the spaces 
were ever developed. 

c. March 23, 1993 – Parking Variance granted for a 15-seat restaurant because it was 
a change in use that needed greater parking spaces than the previous use; this use 
received a variance for 4 spaces. 

4. Therefore a total of 29 parking spaces have been granted by variance since 1983 for 
multiple uses with the initial condition that 10 spaces be provided at 24 Narragansett 
Avenue or closer.  A permanent parking easement was provided at 24 Narragansett 
Avenue in favor of 34 Narragansett Avenue that provides up to 10 parking spaces.  3 
additional public spaces exist for the use of the Bomes Theatre building on Narragansett 
Avenue.  

5. The existing building is 5,650 square feet in size.  The proposed business will occupy 
approximately 961 square feet of the total 1373 square feet occupied currently by 
Conanicut Brewing Company. Based on this, it has been calculated that the proposed use 
of a 28 seat “tavern” requires 3.5 parking spaces and the retail use requires approximately 
1.05 parking spaces for a total of 5.  The total building requires 14 spaces for the existing 
and proposed uses combined. 

6. Development Plans have been reviewed for the building at 34 Narragansett Avenue as 
follows: 

a. April 10, 2009 – Administrative Development Plan Review and approval for 
exterior renovations to the façade.  Included removing clapboard and returning 
back to the brick façade underneath.  Also included new signage and lighting.  

b. June 23, 2016 – primarily interior changes to the building with minor exterior 
changes to the side of the building entrances for separate spaces. This was 
reviewed administratively under the provision that any significant change in use 
may be subject to further Development Plan Review. 
 

7. The Planning Commission concluded that available parking at Narragansett Avenue is     
32 spaces as follows: 

Parking Variance granted in 1983 – 15 spaces 
Parking Variance granted in 1993 -  4 spaces 
Public Spaces on Narragansett Ave – 3 spaces 
and 
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  An easement for 10 spaces at 24 Narragansett Avenue. 
   

 
8. The current tenant configuration of the building includes 5 office spaces, 1 yoga studio, 1 

business incubator/retail space and the applicant operating as a brewing supply retail store.  
Total square footage of the building is approximately 5,650 sq. ft and current 
Parking requirement – including the new nano-brewery operation is 15 spaces. 
 

9. The Planning Commission approval is based on the testimony of the applicant related to  
the planned scope of business and hours of operation. 

 
10. The applicant testified that a denial of the application would force the business to seek a 

facility outside of Jamestown. 
 

 
Findings of Fact – Special Use Permit 
 
1.  The applicant testified that microbreweries are becoming popular and can be a 

destination venue. 
 

2.  The applicant testified that the nano-brewery would add to the economic vitality of the 
village commercial district. 

 
3.  The applicant testified that the business expects to be open from 12 to 8 pm; 5 to 7 

days per week.   Retail sales of home brewing supplies will continue. 
 
4. The applicant testified that they will use advanced technology to minimize water use 

and will donate/recycle a substantial percentage of the food waste from the brewing 
process. 

 
5. In alignment with the Planning Commission’s responsibility to encourage Economic 

Development – the Planning Commission recommends approval of the Special Use 
Permit required to serve alcohol. 

 
So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye  Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye  Mick Cochran - Aye 
Bernie Pfeiffer  - Aye   Dana Prestigiacomo - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pendlebury and seconded by Commissioner Smith to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m. So unanimously voted. 
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Cinthia L. Reppe 
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JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 

 

Minutes of the October 23, 2018 Meeting 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review was held 

at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue.  The Chairman 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The clerk called the 

roll and noted the following members present: 

 

Richard Boren, Chair 

Dean Wagner, Vice-chair 

Terence Livingston, Member 

Edward Gromada, Member 

Judith Bell, 1st Alt. 

Lisa Hough, 2
nd
 Alt. 

 

 

Also present:       Brenda Hanna, Stenographer 

Chris Costa, Zoning Officer 

Pat Westall, Zoning Clerk 

Wyatt Brochu, Counsel 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of September 25, 2018 

 

A motion was made by Edward Gromada and seconded by Dean Wagner to 

accept the minutes of the September 25, 2018 meeting as presented. 

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Dean Wagner, Edward Gromada, Judith Bell and Lisa 

Hough voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Terence Livingston arrived after roll call and Marcy Coleman was 

absent. 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

A letter from the Town Clerk re: Richard Boren’s term expiring. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Wildacre 

 

A motion was made by Dean Wagner and seconded by Edward Gromada to 

continue the application of WILDACRE ALLAGASH, LLC (ERIC BOTTARO, 

OWNER) to the November 27, 2018 meeting at the request of Debra 

Foppert, attorney for the applicant.  

 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Dean Wagner, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada and 

Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Lisa Hough was not seated and Marcy Coleman was absent. 

 

 

Gooding 

 

A motion was made by Dean Wagner and seconded by Edward Gromada to 

grant the request of The Vaughn G. Gooding, Jr. Trust-2017, whose 

property is located at 15 Marine Ave., and further identified as 

Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 544 for a variance from Article 3, Section 

302, Table 3-2 for lot coverage to construct an 8’ x 6’ bathroom 

to an existing accessory structure which would result in an 

increase in total lot coverage to: 30.6% (25% maximum permitted 

under statute).   

 
This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 

requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 

607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

 

This Variance is granted with the following 

restriction/condition(s): 

 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 

site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

 

There shall be no short-term rental of the accessory structure 

separate from the house. 

 

Short-term is hereby defined as less than 1 month. (Referring to 

the shed only)  
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This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

 

1. Said property is located in a R20 zone and contains 6,750 sq. 
ft. 

2. The addition of the proposed bathroom will allow for safer 
passage to a bathroom at night. 

3. The addition is not visible from the street. 
4. There is adequate screening with hedges, trees and fences on 

all sides. 

5. There were 6 neighbors who wrote letters in favor of the 
application. 

6. Only one abutter spoke in opposition. 
7. Two neighbors spoke in favor. 

 

 
The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Dean Wagner, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada and 

Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Lisa Hough was not seated and Marcy Coleman was absent. 

  

 

Wurman 

 

A motion was made by Edward Gromada and seconded by Terence 

Livingston to continue the request of Vanessa Wurman to the 

November 27, 2018 meeting to provide more information.  
  

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Dean Wagner, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada and 

Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Lisa Hough was not seated and Marcy Coleman was absent. 

 

 

Cronin 

 

A motion was made by Terence Livingston and seconded by Dean 

Wagner to grant the request of Susan D. et James L. Cronin Jr., 

whose property is located at 51 Columbia Ave., and further 

identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 606 for a variance from 

Article 3, Section 82-302 Table 2 setbacks and Article 6, Section 

82-605 variances to replace existing nonconforming shed with a 14 

x 16 shed. Resulting in a 2½’ side yard setback and a 3½’ rear 

yard setback.  



 4 

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 

requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 

607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

 

This Variance is granted with the following 

restriction/condition(s): 

 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 

site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

 

1. Said property is located in a R8 zone and contains 13,200 sq. 
ft. 

2. Two neighbors approved and there were none against. 
3. The proposed shed will be smaller than the existing shed. 
4. The current shed is in disrepair and non-conforming. 
5. The proposed shed will be less non-conforming by 

approximately 1½ ft. 

 
The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

 

Richard Boren, Dean Wagner, Terence Livingston, Edward Gromada and 

Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

 

Lisa Hough was not seated and Marcy Coleman was absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 8:20. p.m. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 



   State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations  
 Coastal Resources Management Council                     (401) 783-3370 
 Oliver H. Stedman Government Center                      Fax (401) 783-3767 
 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 116 
     Wakefield, RI 02879-1900  

  

 

  AGENDA 
 

Semi-Monthly Meeting – Full Council 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018; 6:00 p.m. 

Administration Building; Conference Room A 
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI  02908 

 
 

Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting – November 13, 2018 
Subcommittee Reports 
Staff Reports 
 
 
1. DECISION REGARDING POTENTIAL AMENDED AGREEMENT BETWEEN CRMC 

AND VINEYARD WIND TO STAY CRMC COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT 
CONSISTENCY REVIEW 

 
 
 
 
2. RATIFY CONSISTENCY DECISION FOR VINEYARD WIND COASTAL ZONE 

MANAGEMENT ACT CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION – 2018-04-055 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/lat 





Town of Jamestown as an abutter.  
 
Town Property: Plat 8, Lot 573 & plat 9, Lot 252 
 
 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING NOVEMBER 27, 2018, AT THE 
JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Application of Angels Kitchen, whose property is located at 23 Narragansett Ave., and 
further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 568 for a special use permit from Article 6, 
Section 82-601, Special Use Permits authorized by this ordinance, Article 3, Table 3.1 
Restaurant with Alcohol, to serve beer & wine. Said property is located in a CL zone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged.  Hearing or speech 
impaired individuals requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-745-5555 
not less than 3 business days prior to the meeting. 



Town of Jamestown as an abutter.  
 
Town Property: Plat 9, Lot 152 
  
 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING NOVEMBER 27, 2018, AT THE 
JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Application of Donata & Neill Barber, whose property is located at 108 Howland Ave., 
and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 516 for a variance & special use permit 
from Article 3, Section 82-302, Table 2 – setback requirements, Article 14, Section 82-
1403-H-Detached AFDU, Article 6, Section 82-601 & 606 Special Use Permits, 
conditions for granting a variance. Request minimum relief per articles to allow for an 
existing approved AFDU that is .8 ft. from the rear lot line instead of the required 30 ft.  
Said property is located in a R20 zone and contains 16,500 sq. ft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged.  Hearing or speech 
impaired individuals requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-745-5555 
not less than 3 business days prior to the meeting. 



Town of Jamestown as an abutter.  
 
Town Property: Plat 8, Lots 161, 479, & 573 
  
 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING NOVEMBER 27, 2018, AT THE 
JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
Application of Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC (Okema Prop. LLL, owner) whose 
property is located at 34 Narragansett Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 8, 
Lot 453 for a special use permit from Article 3, Section 82-301, Table 3-1 VIB 
Tavern/Bar, Article 6, Section 82-601 special use permit to operate a nanobrewery and 
taproom. Said property is located in a CD zone and contains 1,373 sq. ft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged.  Hearing or speech 
impaired individuals requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-745-5555 
not less than 3 business days prior to the meeting. 



Town of Jamestown as an abutter.  
 
Town Property: Plat 9,  Lots 11 & 39 
  

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING NOVEMBER 27, 2018, AT THE 
JAMESTOWN TOWN HALL 93 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN, 
RHODE ISLAND AT 7:00 P.M. UPON THE FOLLOWING: 
 
Application of Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young whose property is located at 260 
Beavertail Road, Jamestown, RI, and further identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 12, Lots 42 
and 212, for an appeal pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 82, Section 408 
(“Appeal of a decision of the zoning enforcement officer”). Mr. Hamilton and Ms. Young 
appeal the Zoning Enforcement Officer’s decision not to take action on their formal, 
written request that he take action with respect to their neighboring property owner’s 
(Geoffrey Hamlin and Kristan Peters Hamlin, together, the “Hamlins”) tennis court 
structure (located at 0 Battery Lane, Tax Assessor’s Plat 11, Lot 38), specifically to: 

1. require complete removal of the tennis court structure and regrading of the area to 
preconstruction elevations as reflected in the existing plans; 

2. formally deny the November 6, 2017 Northeast Engineers & Consultants, Inc. 
drainage plan (entitled “Proposed Improvements in the Vicinity of Tennis Court”) 
submitted by the Hamlins, because, for one, it is an “after-the-fact” plan that is 
not appropriate under the soil erosion and sedimentation provisions of the Town 
Code; and  

3. require the Hamlins to submit an appropriate drainage plan, if still necessary for 
the work proposed on the whole of the Hamlins’ property. 

Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young’s property is located in an RR-80 zone and contains 
approximately 45.195 acres. 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 
RICHARD BOREN, CHAIRMAN 

CHRIS COSTA, ZONING OFFICER 
 
This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged.  Hearing or speech 
impaired individuals requiring the services of an interpreter should call 1-800-745-5555 
not less than 3 business days prior to the meeting. 



                                            
Town of Jamestown 

 Tax Assessor 
 

    

93 Narragansett Avenue         Phone: 401-423-9802                                       

Jamestown, RI 02835      Email: cbrochu@jamestownri.net 

            
 

To:  COUNCIL PRESIDENT WHITE, JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 
 
From:  CHRISTINE BROCHU, JAMESTOWN TAX ASSESSOR 
 
Subject:  ABATEMENTS/ADDENDA OF TAXES FOR THE December 3, 2018 MEETING 
 

MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS TO 2018 TAX ROLL 

07-1131-01M 
Guyette, Amy 

Motor Vehicle- soldier / sailor exempt $35.50 

07-1131-02M 
Guyette, Jeremy 

Motor Vehicle- soldier / sailor exempt $167.59 

 

REAL PROPERTY/TANGIBLE ABATEMENTS TO 2018 TAX ROLL 

01-0696-97 
Aubin, Russell 

Plat 3, Lot 90 transferred on 11-02-2018 to 
Account 13-1965-50 

$3,498.94 

02-0317-50 
Bayview Properties, LLC 

Plat 8, Lot 265 transferred on 11-16-2018 to 
Account 07-1034-00 

$17,087.06 

03-1105-80 
Collins, John & Holly 

Plat 9, Lot 574 transferred on 11-16-2018 to 
Account 10-0364-10 

$11,291.53 

03-1302-52 
Corsi, Peter J. 

Plat 1, Lot 12 transferred on 11-26-2018 to 
Account 23-0556-00 

$6,711.49 

03-1496-00 
Craven, Bruce T. 

Plat 10, Lot 104 transferred on 11-02-2018 to 
Account 04-0668-30 

$6,723.88 

04-0035-00 
Dale, Kenneth & Fern 

Town purchased at tax sale $106.20 

08-0095-50 
Hanners, Michael & Frances 

Plat 7, Lot 123 transferred on 11-19-2018 to 
Account 12-0901-85 

$10,794.44 

08-0862-00 
Hull, Doris M (estate) 

Plat 15, Lot 342 transferred on 11-01-2018 to 
Account 07-0592-73 

$3,394.96 

16-0680-05 
Petrarca, Kristen & Jeffrey 

Plat 16, Lot 223, field card update $5.31 

19-0009-10 
Salafia, James J. Trustee 

Plat 14, Lot 11 transferred on 11-09-2018 to 
Account 13-1780-55 

$7,697.83 

20-0505-75 
Spunzo, Donna T. 

Plat 14, Lot 386 transferred on 11-08-2018 to 
Account 10-0410-10 

$2,112.14 

 

ADDENDA TO 2018 TAX ROLL 

03-0590-60 
Charpentier, Kristin L. 

Plat 5, Lot 516 – New Construction – Prorated 
234 days – New Value $602,200 

$612.76 

04-0015-52 
Dacquino, Mary & David 

Plat 9, Lot 288 – New Construction – Prorated 88 
days – New  Value $2,106,800 

$1,566.34 

04-0668-30 
Doherty, John & Caroline 

Plat 10, Lot 104 transferred on 11-02-2018 from 
Account 03-1496-00 

$6,723.88 

06-0302-70 
Flood, Jane & Samuel 

Plat 11, Lot 25 – New Construction – Prorated 
206 days – New Value $2,384,400 

$1,750.18 



07-0592-73 
Goldstein, Donna Hull 

Plat 15, Lot 342 transferred on 11-01-2018 from 
Account #08-0862-00 

$3,544.96 

07-1034-00 
Grubb, David & Caroline E. 

Plat 8, Lot 265 transferred on 11-16-2018 from 
Account 02-0317-50 

$17,087.06 

10-0364-10 
Jordan, Jeffrey & Brenna 

Plat 9, Lot 574 transferred on 11-16-2018 from 
Account 03-1105-80 

$11,291.53 

10-0410-10 
Junge, Michael 

Plat 14, Lot 386 transferred on 11-08-2018 from 
Account 20-0505-75 

$2,112.14 

12-0901-85 
Lucier, Maria & David 

Plat 7, Lot 123 transferred on 11-19-2018 from 
Account 08-0095-50 

$10,944.44 

13-1734-00 
Miozzi, Thomas E. 

Plat 1, Lot 388 – New Construction – Prorated 35 
days – New Value $678,300 

$274.45 

13-1780-55 
MJME, LLC 

Plat 14, Lot 11 transferred on 11-09-2018 from  
Account 19-0009-10 

$7,847.83 

13-1965-50 
Moran, Kevin E 

Plat 3, lot 90 transferred on 11-02-2018 from 
Account 01-0696-97 

$3,498.94 

23-0556-00 
West, Daniel J. & Casandra A. 

Plat 1, Lot 12 transferred on 11-26-2018 from 
Account 03-1302-52 

$6,711.49 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL ABATEMENTS  $  69,626.87 

TOTAL ADDENDA $  73,966.00 

 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Christine Brochu 
CHRISTINE BROCHU 

TAX ASSESSOR 
 
 
 
 

 
























	town council meeting agenda 12-03-2018
	I. ROLL CALL
	II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS
	IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
	A) Proclamation; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) No. 2018-09:  Honoring Probate Judge J. Peter McGuirl


	V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS
	VI. OPEN FORUM
	A) Scheduled request to address
	1) Mary Lou Sanborn – congratulations to Members of the Town Council

	B) Non-scheduled request to address

	VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS
	A) Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota
	a) East Ferry Project Review
	b) Town Council On-boarding Program
	c) Preliminary Budget Work Session Schedule


	VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	IX. NEW BUSINESS
	A) Upcoming meetings, work sessions, budget work sessions, workshops, and other sessions; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1)  Town Council Meeting date and time
	2) Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Meeting date and time
	3) Annual Budget Work Session with Jamestown School Committee and School Department, pursuant to RIGL §16-2-21
	4) Town Council Tour of Town Facilities

	B) Town Council Liaison positions; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Jamestown School Department Liaison
	2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Liaison
	3) Jamestown Conservation Commission Liaison

	C) Town Council Appointed positions:
	1) Town Solicitor/Prosecutor; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	a) Letter of request from Peter D. Ruggiero of Ruggiero, Brochu and Petrarca for reappointment as Town Solicitor and Prosecutor, with background information

	2) Probate Judge; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	3) Town Sergeant; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	4) Bond Counsel; review and discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

	D) Town Council Rules and Procedures; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	E) Town Council Goals and Objectives; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	F) Review of the Open Meetings Act, Access to Public Records Act, and Code of Ethics by Town Solicitor Peter D. Ruggiero
	G) Review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote regarding a Grant of Easement by and between the Town of Jamestown and The Narragansett Electric Company through a portion of Town property located on Battery Lane designated as Plat 11 Lot 11 ...

	X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS
	A) Ordinances
	1) Presentation of certified initiative petition from Town Clerk concerning proposed adoption of Jamestown Sanctuary Ordinance, submitted pursuant to the relevant requirements of Sec. 219 of the Town of Jamestown Charter; review, discussion, and/or po...

	B) Vacancies; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (Three Vacancies - One vacancy with a three-year term ending date of May 31, 2021, One vacancy with an unexpired three-year term ending date of May 31, 2020, and One vacancy with an unexpired three-year term e...
	a) Letters of resignation
	i) Edie Flynn
	ii) Lydia Thomas
	iii) William J. Piva, Jr. – elected to Town Council

	b) Letters of interest for appointment
	i) Sydney Keen – for full term
	ii) Fred Pease – for unexpired term


	2) Jamestown Fire Department Compensation Committee (One vacancy with a three-year term ending date of May 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Jerome Scott

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Sydney Keen



	C) Expiring Terms; review discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Beavertail State Park Advisory Board (One vacancy with a three-year term ending date of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Term limit reached
	i) Neil Blitz

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Linda Warner


	2) Jamestown Conservation Commission (Two vacancies with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Bill Reardon

	b) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Phil Larson

	c) Letters of interest for appointment
	i) Jessica Wurzbacher
	ii) Sydney Keen
	iii) Susan Shim Gorelick


	3) Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (Three vacancies with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letters of interest for reappointment
	i) Eric Lexow
	ii) Wayne Banks
	iii) Daniel Wurzbacher

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) John Primiano
	ii) Nicholas Radesca


	4) Jamestown Housing Authority – Resident Commissioner (One vacancy with a five-year term ending date of December 31, 2023; duly advertised
	a) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Kathy Powers


	5) Jamestown Juvenile Hearing Board – Member (Two vacancies with three-year term ending dates of December 21, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Richard Mulcahey

	b) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Barbara Szepatowski

	c) Letter of interest for appointment – to move up to Member from Alternate Member
	i) Michael Lichtenstein


	6) Jamestown Juvenile Hearing Board (Two alternate member vacancies with two-year term ending dates of December 31, 2020); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Cheryl Petrosinelli

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Sydney Keen


	7) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (Two vacancies with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Marianne Kirby

	b) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Mary Lou Sanborn


	8) Jamestown Planning Commission (One vacancy with a four-year term ending date of December 31, 2022); duly advertised
	a) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Dana Prestigiacomo

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Richard Lynn
	ii) Sydney Keen
	iii) Erik Brine


	9) Jamestown Traffic Committee – Member-at-Large (Two vacancies with three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation
	i) Melissa Mastrostefano

	b) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Vincent Moretti

	c) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Valerie Southern


	10) Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (Four  vacancies with One unexpired three-year term ending date of December 31, 2019 and Three three-year term ending dates of December 31, 2021); duly advertised
	a) Letter of resignation (unexpired term)
	i) Richard Lynn

	b) Letters of resignation (full terms)
	i) Peter Kallman
	ii) Mark Girard

	c) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Elaine Peterson


	11) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review – Member (One vacancy with a five-year term ending date of December 31, 2023); duly advertised
	a) Term limit reached
	i) Richard Boren

	b) Letter of interest to be appointed to full Member
	i) Lisa Hough – 2nd Alternate


	12) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review – Alternate Member (Three vacancies with one-year term ending dates of December 31, 2019); duly advertised
	a) Letter of interest to remain as Alternate Member
	i) Judy Bell – 1st Alternate

	b) Letter of interest for appointment
	i) Erik Brine




	XI. CONSENT AGENDA
	A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes
	1) November 19, 2018 (special meeting)

	B) Minutes of Town Boards/Commissions/Committees
	1) Jamestown Harbor Commission (05/09/2018)
	2) Jamestown Harbor Commission (06/13/2018)
	3) Jamestown Harbor Commission (07/11/2018)
	4) Jamestown Harbor Commission (08/08/2018)
	5) Jamestown Harbor Commission (09/12/2018)
	6) Jamestown Library Board of Trustees (10/09/2018)
	7) Jamestown Library Building Renovation (10/02/2018)
	8) Jamestown Planning Commission (09/19/2018)
	9) Jamestown Planning Commission (10/03/2018)
	10) Jamestown Planning Commission (10/17/2018)
	11) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (10/23/2018)

	C) CRMC Notices
	1) Semi-Monthly Meeting Agenda for November 27, 2018
	2) Official Finding and of Violation to Makenzie and Brittany Richards for mowing an emergent wetland for the property located at Arnold Avenue described as Plat 8 Lot 890

	D) Zoning Board of Review Abutter Notifications: Notice is hereby given that the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review will hold a Public Hearing on November 27, 2018, at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI, at 7:00 p.m. upon the...
	1) Application of Angels Kitchen, whose property is located at 23 Narragansett Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 568 for a special use permit from Article 6, Section 82-601, Special Use Permits authorized by this ordinance, Articl...
	2) Application of Donata & Neill Barber, whose property is located at 108 Howland Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 516 for a variance & special use permit from Article 3, Section 82-302, Table 2 – setback requirements, Article 14...
	3) Application of Jamestown Beer Holdings LLC (Okema Prop. LLL, owner) whose property is located at 34 Narragansett Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 8, Lot 453 for a special use permit from Article 3, Section 82-301, Table 3-1 VIB Taver...
	4) Application of Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young whose property is located at 260 Beavertail Road, Jamestown, RI, and further identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 12, Lots 42 and 212, for an appeal pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance, Article 82, Section ...

	E) Abatements/Addenda of Taxes
	1) Motor Vehicle Abatements to 2018 Tax Roll
	a) 07-1131-01M  $       35.50
	b) 07-1131-02M  $     167.59

	2) Real Estate/Tangible Property Abatements to 2018 Tax Roll
	a) 01-0696-97  $  3,498.94
	b) 02-0317-50  $17,087.06
	c) 03-1105-80  $11,291.53
	d) 03-1302-52  $  6,711.49
	e) 03-1496-00  $  6,723.88
	f) 04-0035-00  $     106.20
	g) 08-0095-50  $10,794.44
	h) 08-0862-00  $  3,394.96
	i) 16-0680-05  $         5.31
	j) 19-0009-10  $  7,697.83
	k) 20-0505-75  $  2,112.14

	3) Addenda to 2018 Tax Roll
	a) 03-0590-60  $     612.76
	b) 04-0015-52  $  1,566.34
	c) 04-0668-30  $  6,723.88
	d) 06-0302-70  $  1,750.18
	e) 07-0592-73  $  3,544.96
	f) 07-1034-00  $17,087.06
	g) 10-0364-10  $11,291.53
	h) 10-0410-10  $  2,112.14
	i) 12-0901-85  $10,944.44
	j) 13-1734-00  $     274.45
	k) 13-1780-55  $  7,847.83
	l) 13-1965-50  $  3,498.94
	m) 23-0556-00  $  6,711.49



	XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS
	A) Communications
	1) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation Commission re: Water Resource Protection Board and proposing WRPB operate independently from the Conservation Commission
	2) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation Commission re: proposed parking area for the Conanicut Island Sanctuary Trail, as developed by Trail Steward Chris Powell
	3) Memorandum of Jamestown Conservation re: Jamestown Paper Streets and Citizen’s access to water
	4) Letter of Ann Gagnon requesting the Town move immediately to protect the remaining 34 lots in the Shores for groundwater protection and over development
	5) Letter of the Barrington Town Council to the Middletown Town Council re: Superior Court decision concerning Flavored Tobacco Control Ordinance
	6) Letter of Arnold-Zweir Post 22 American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9447 requesting the Town Council review the tax credit initiated by the previous Town Council
	7) Email of Kenneth Nelson to Police Chief Mello requesting installation of a stop sign at the east/west intersection of Lawn Avenue and Watson Avenue to reduce vehicle speeding


	XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS
	A) Budget Work Sessions for FY 2019-2020
	B) Veterans Exemption Review
	C) Discussion on Future Improvements to the public East Ferry boat ramp
	D) Discussion regarding formation of a separate Water Resources Protection Committee
	E) Discussion regarding “Excess” classification of the Beavertail Lighthouse Property and future State and Local interest in the property
	F) Authorization to proceed to 100% design and bid document development on the Golf Course Clubhouse project.

	XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION
	XV. ADJOURNMENT




