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The public is welcome to participate in this Town Council meeting. Open Forum offers citizens the 
opportunity to clarify an item on the agenda, address items not on the agenda, or comment on a 
communication or Consent Agenda item. Citizens are welcome to speak to the subject of a Public Hearing, 
and are allowed to speak at the discretion of the Council President or a majority of Councilors present, or 
at other times during the meeting, in particular during New or Unfinished Business.   
 
Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room, stating their name and 
address for the record; comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience.  It is the Town 
Council’s hope that citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other’s right to speak, tolerant 
of different points of view, and mindful of everyone’s time. 
 
Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website at: 
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-
meetings-minutes/2017-meetings  

 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 

COMMISSIONERS 
A) Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or 

vote 
1) July 17, 2017 (regular meeting)  

B)  Open Forum 
1) Scheduled request to address 

 2) Non-scheduled request to address 
C) Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or 

potential action and/or vote 
1)       Pumping Report 
2)  Town Projects Reports 

a) Town Wells 
b) Water Treatment Plant 
c) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir 
d) Distribution System 
e) Wastewater Treatment Facility  

3) Finance Director’s Report 
 
Town Council Adjourns from sitting as the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Jamestown Town Hall 

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
93 Narragansett Avenue 

Monday, August 21, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings
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IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS  
A) Proclamation 

1) No. 2017-14  Honoring Chris and Candy Powell “Fools’ Rules 
Regatta”; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

 
V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 
 All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate 

signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. 
 
VI. OPEN FORUM       
 Please note that, under scheduled requests to address, if the topic of the address is available to be 

put on the agenda, the Council may discuss the issue 
A)  Scheduled request to address 
B)  Non-scheduled request to address 
 

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     
 COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS 

A)  Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota 
1) Friends of the Jamestown Seniors – election of Board of Directors 
2) Sign Regulations  
3)       Safe Routes to School Update  
4)       Legislative Tracking Report (Senate/House) 
5) Playground Renovation Update  

B)  Parks and Recreation Department Report: Andrew J. Wade, Director 
C)  Conservation Commission Report: Anne Kuhn Hines, Chair 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
For past discussion documentation, please visit http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-
council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings 

A) Town Council Meeting Schedule for September 2017; review, discussion 
and/or potential action and/or vote 

B) Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times  
C) Coyotes in Jamestown: threat to domesticated animals and livestock; 

review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote     
D) Dutch Harbor Aquaculture Concerns, continued from July 17, 2017   

1) Application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to modify Aquaculture 
Assent to float 595 permitted bottom cages on their 2 acre site for a 
potential maximum of 710 floating cages and to allow bottom 
planting of oysters on site; objections/requests for hearing must be 
submitted to CRMC in writing on or before August 29, 2017  

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A)  Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association Lease extension and possible 
 negotiation; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings-minutes/2017-meetings
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X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS 
A) Ordinances

1) Amendment of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22
Environment, Article VII. Plastic Bag Ban, Sec. 22-350 Legislative
Finds and Intent (new), Sec. 22-351 Purpose (new), Sec. 22-352
Definitions (new), Sec. 353 Prohibited Acts (new), Sec. 22-354
Exemptions (new), Sec. 22-355 Enforcement; Violations and
Penalties (new), Sec. 22-356 Hardship Variance (new) and Sec. 22-
357 Effective Date; review, discussion and/or potential action
and/or vote to proceed to advertise in the Jamestown Press for
public hearing on September 18, 2017

B) Appointments, Vacancies and Expiring Terms; review, discussion and/or
potential action and/or vote
1) Discover Newport (Newport and Bristol County Convention and

Visitors Bureau) (One vacancy with a three-year term ending date
of September 7, 2020); duly advertised; interviews conducted
a) Letter of interest for reappointment

i) Frank “Rusty” Sallee
b) Letters of interest for appointment

i) James Rugh
ii) Richard Lynn

2) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (One vacancy with an
unexpired three-year term ending date of May 31, 2018); duly
advertised; interviews conducted

a) Letter of interest for reappointment
i) Jerome Scott

b) Letters of interest for appointment
i) Valerie Malloy
ii) Lisa Carlisle
iii) Edie Flynn
iv) John Gillespie
v) Richard Lynn

3) Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (One
vacancy with a three-year term ending date of December 31,
2019); duly advertised; interview conducted
a) Letters of interest

i) Richard Lynn

XI. CONSENT AGENDA
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of
typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item
as if it had been acted upon separately.
A) Adoption of Council Minutes

1) July 17, 2017 (regular session)
2) July 17, 2017 (executive meeting)



Town Council Meeting Agenda                08-21-2017                                          Page 4 of 6 
 

3) July 17, 2017 (interview session) 
B) Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 

1) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (06/06/2017) 
2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (06/20/2017) 
3) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (07/11/2017) 
4) Jamestown Planning Commission (06/07/2017) 
5)       Jamestown Planning Commission (06/21/2017) 
6)       Jamestown Planning Commission (07/05/2017)  
7) Jamestown Planning Commission (07/15/2017) 
8) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (06/27/2017) 

C) CRMC Notices  
1) August 2017 Calendar 

D) One Day Event/Entertainment License 
1) Applicant: Crossroads RI - Rob Upham 

 Event:  Crossroads Summer Event 
 Date:  August 23, 2017 

   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 
2) Applicant: Aaron Hall-Stinson 

Event:  Hall-Stinson/Close Wedding 
Date:  August 26, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

3) Applicant: Kevin Hyman 
Event:  Sassi/Hyman Wedding 
Date:  August 27, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

4) Applicant: Cindy Moreau  
Event:  Moreau-Black Wedding 

   Date:  September 1, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

5) Applicant: Emily J. Murphy 
   Event:  Murphy/Prior Wedding 
   Date:  September 2, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion  

6) Applicant: Arthur H. Washburn, Jr. 
   Event:  Seaside Family Cruise 
   Date:  September 3, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty  

7) Applicant: Jennifer Chase and Nicholas Mowry 
   Event:  Mowry/Chase Wedding 
   Date:  September 16, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

8) Applicant: RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority 
   Event:  Four Bridges Ride 
   Date:  September 17, 2017 
   Location: Jamestown Bridge/Route 138/Newport Bridge 
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9) Applicant: Rachel Pineda 
   Event:  Wedding 
   Date:  September 22, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

10) Applicant: Deborah Slattery 
   Event:  Wedding 
   Date:  September 29, 2017 
   Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

11) Applicant: Christopher Parkins and Melissa Knickerbocker 
   Event:  Parkins/Knickerbocker Wedding 
   Date:  October 6, 2017 
   Location Fort Getty Pavilion 

12) Applicant: Mark Esposito/Jamestown Police Department 
Event:  Wheels n’ Steel “Touch-A-Truck” 
Date:  October 8, 2017 
Location: 250 Conanicus Avenue 

13) Applicant: RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority 
Event:  Citizens Bank Pell Bridge Run 
Date:  October 22, 2017 
Location: East Shore Road/Freebody Drive/Pell Bridge  

E) Finance Director’s Report 
    
XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
A)  Communications; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or  vote 

1) Email of Alexa Gold re: increased coyote population and the 
resulting threat to people and pets  

2) Email of Linda Flinton re: increased coyote population and the 
resulting threat to people and pets   

3) Letter of Stephen and Natalie Lepre re: coyote attack on their 
property that killed their Puggle, Scout  

4) Letter of Sharon Purdie re: aquaculture activities at Dutch Harbor 
and application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to CRMC to 
modify Assent to float 595 permitted cages and allow bottom 
planting of oysters 

B)  Petitions 
1) Pole Petition: Verizon New England, Inc. and The Narragansett 

Electric Company to relocate one (1) pole (Pole #22) on Watson 
Avenue approximately 70’ south of its existing location to 
accommodate customers request; review, discussion and/or 
potential action and or vote 
a) Recommendation for approval by Public Works Director 

Michael C. Gray  
C) Resolutions and Proclamations from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns; 

review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
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1) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Support of the 
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2018 State Budget 

2) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Opposition to Bills 
H5601 and S0896 An Act Relating to Towns and Cities – Optional 
Retirement for Members of Police and Firefighters 

3) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Opposition to Bills 
H5593 and S0285 An Act Relating to Labor and Labor Relations – 
Arbitration – Continuance of Contractual Provisions  

4) Resolution of the North Smithfield Town Council in Support of the 
Adoption of Legislation that Provides Reimbursement for the cost 
of the Municipal Police Training Academy 

 
XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS    

A)  Financial Town Meeting Rules and Procedures (September)  
B) Review of Town, School and Combined Budgets and Warrant items 

exceeding $50,000 through paper ballot, electronic ballot, FTM or 
Referendum (September) 

C) Fort Getty Discussion re: future planning (September/October) 
D) Golf Course Design Discussion (September/October) 
E) Parks and Recreation Department/Playground Renovation Committee: 

Playground Design Presentation (September/October) 
   

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
The Town Council and the Library Board of Trustees may seek to go into Executive Session to 
discuss the following items: 
A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town 

Administration/Library Board of Trustees and Proposed Letter of 
Understanding, pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 29-4, and 
Section 422 of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances); review, discussion 
and/or potential action and/or vote in executive session and/or open 
session  

   
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary 
of State’s website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Philomenian Library. In 
addition, notice also may be posted at the Jamestown Police Station and on the Internet 
at www.jamestownri.gov.  
 
ALL NOTE: This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged. If communications assistance 
is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the 
Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 401-423-7230, or email to cfernstrom@jamestownri.net not 
less than three (3) business days prior to the meeting.  
 
Posted on the RI Secretary of State website August 17, 2017 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net


























































RI League of Cities and Towns 8/16/2017 Last Updated

Legislative Tracking

2017 Session

HOUSE Category Bill Number Sponsor Committee Topic / Summary Governor Action

Education & Schools 5016 McNamara Health, Education and Welfare
This act would require the assessment to examine the status of each school building's safety be 

completed by November 1 of the year mandated. 
Signed

Fire Districts 5044 O'Grady Municipal Government 

This act would authorize the dissolution of the operation of the Lonsdale Fire District as an 

independent fire district and would transfer its responsibilities, assets and liabilities to the Saylesville 

Fire District upon the affirmative vote of the electors of both fire districts. This act would require 

notice be given by the fire districts to the electors prior to the election. 

Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5106 Chippendale Municipal Government 
Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Foster, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Foster on November 8, 2016
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5133 Fogarty Municipal Government 
Ratifies and validates the amendment to the South Kingstown Home Rule Charter which was approved 

by the electors of the town of South Kingstown at the polls on November 8, 2016
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5135 Newberry Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Burrillville, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Burrillville on November 8, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5147 Amore Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the city of East Providence, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the city of East Providence on November 

8, 2016

Enacted without Signature

Finance & Taxation 5175 Abney Finance Governor's FY 2018 budget request Signed

Education & Schools 5177 O'Brien Health, Education and Welfare
Requires the department of elementary and secondary education to consider incorporating substance 

abuse education and suicide prevention into the health education curriculum.
Signed

Miscellaneous 5187 Maldonado Judiciary 
Requires that cities and towns comply with certain procedures when prosecuting defendants such as 

the right to counsel, and amends the penalties imposed for ordinance violations
Signed

Finance & Taxation 5199 Abney Environment and Natural Resources 
Allows recovery for the past due balance of any PACE assessment on a transfer of commercial 

property ownership at a tax sale by a PACE lien against the transferee.
Signed

Public Safety 5207 Lancia Judiciary 

Provides that sex offenders register their presence with any homeless shelter at which they may 

temporarily stay and provides that said shelters notify the local law enforcement agency of the 

presence.

Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5233 Ruggiero Municipal Government 

Validates and ratify an amendment to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Middletown, which 

amendment was adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Middletown on November 8, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5271 Hearn Municipal Government Permits the Barrington town council to appoint two alternate members to the planning board. Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5272 Chippendale Municipal Government Authorizes the town of Foster to provide tax credits to the elderly and disabled. Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5273 Nunes Municipal Government 
Changes the date of the annual meeting of the Coventry Fire District from the second Tuesday of 

December to the second Wednesday of November.
Enacted without Signature
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Legislative Tracking

2017 Session

HOUSE Category Bill Number Sponsor Committee Topic / Summary Governor Action

Miscellaneous 5318 Regunberg Environment and Natural Resources Includes the benefit to customers in the PUC's study of the distribution charge. Enacted without Signature

Public Safety 5351 Bennett Municipal Government 
Prohibits municipal charters and ordinances from requiring that their police officers and firefighters 

reside within the state of Rhode Island
Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5414 Giarrusso Municipal Government 

Validates and ratify amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of East Greenwich, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of East Greenwich on November 

8, 2016.

Enacted without Signature

Public Safety 5469 McNamara Health, Education and Welfare
Allows information contained in the prescription drug monitoring database to be disclosed to a 

certified law enforcement drug diversion investigator of a qualified law enforcement agency.
Signed

Planning & Zoning 5475 Shekarchi Municipal Government 
Shortens the time periods related to certifications, decision-making and recordings of decisions for 

major land development and major subdivision master and preliminary plans.
Signed

Miscellaneous 5477 Shekarchi Municipal Government Requires that municipal animal control officers be certified by the National Care & Control Association. Signed

Miscellaneous 5483 Marshall Corporations 
Amends electric distribution companies authority to charge interconnecting renewable energy 

customers for certain modifications and places timetables on interconnection work.
Signed

Miscellaneous 5484 Craven Corporations 
Provides that the Quonset Development Corporation may purchase and obtain water service from any 

city, town, water district, or other water supply authority.
Signed

Planning & Zoning 5575 Carson Municipal Government 
Requires the Rhode Island office of energy resources, in consultation with the building commission to 

promulgate rules and regulations to create a statewide solar photovoltaic permit application.
Signed
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HOUSE Category Bill Number Sponsor Committee Topic / Summary Governor Action

Labor Relations 5593 Vella-Wilkinson Labor 

Requires that the contractual provisions contained in and an otherwise expired collective bargaining 

agreement with certified school teachers and municipal employees continue until a successor 

agreement has been reached between the parties.

Vetoed

Retirement 5601 Almeida Labor Adds illness sustained while in the performance of duty to the definition of accidental disability Enacted without Signature

Public Works 5643 Jacquard Corporations 

DPUC bill. Removes the renotification requirement to the requisite association subsequent to the sixty 

(60) day excavation completion requirement for work near public utilities and would require accidents 

to be reported to 911.

Signed

Code Enforcement 5655 Barros Municipal Government 

Amends several sections of the general laws pertaining to the calculation of impact fees by 

municipalities in the state by requiring that needs assessments of the fees be conducted every 5 years 

with certain exceptions.

Signed

Elections 5699 Diaz Judiciary Requires at least one precinct count unit in each town. Signed

Elections 5701 Solomon Judiciary 
Gives local boards discretion to designate times and places where optical scan voting equipment and 

sample ballots are exhibited for instructional purposes.
Signed

Elections 5702 Coughlin Judiciary 
Provides that persons who apply to the DMV for a driver's license, its renewal or personal 

identification document shall simultaneously register to vote, unless they expressly decline to do so.
Signed

Elections 5703 Cunha Judiciary 

Requires that election supplies furnished by the board of elections would be delivered to or picked up 

by the proper officer as determined by the board no later than twelve o'clock p.m. (12:00 p.m.) on the 

day before the election.

Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5816 Ruggiero Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Jamestown, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Jamestown on November 8, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Public Works 5817 Ackerman Municipal Government 
Adds certain federal requirements to the selection of architects and engineers and permits 

prequalification of architects and engineers by cities and towns.
Enacted without Signature

Miscellaneous 5868 Serpa Corporations Adds two (2) members to the board of the Kent County Water Authority. Enacted without Signature
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Fire Districts 5904 Marszalkowski Judiciary 
Establishes that membership on the Cumberland Fire District Fire Committee constitutes holding a 

public office and that the elections of the Fire Committee are governed by state election laws.
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5956 Ruggiero Municipal Government 
Permits the town of Jamestown to provide a tax exemption for veterans and a tax credit for one 

hundred percent (100%) for disabled veterans.
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5965 Keable Municipal Government 
Reduces to three (3) years the residency requirement for the town of Burrillville's partial real estate tax 

exemption for the elderly.
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 5966 Chippendale Municipal Government Amends the charter of the West Glocester Fire District. Enacted without Signature

Town & City Clerks 5969 Knight Labor 
Authorizes the town council of the town of Warren to create a municipal housing court and defines 

that court's jurisdiction.
Enacted without Signature

Labor Relations 5973 McKiernan Labor 
Allows unionized firefighters to enter into an agreement which continues all contractual provisions 

contained in an expiring contract until a successor agreement has been reached.
Signed

Elections 6008 Vella-Wilkinson Judiciary 
Allows a person appointed as a primary official to be an employee of the United States, of this state, or 

of any city or town of this state.
Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6070 Serpa Municipal Government Exempts from taxation the Artic Playhouse located at 1249 Main Street in West Warwick. Enacted without Signature

Public Safety 6084 Regunberg Judiciary 

Amends the provisions regarding emergency police powers to clarify that higher learning institutions 

with special police officers are authorized to enter into mutual aid agreements for the purpose of 

providing emergency assistance.

Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6085 McNamara Judiciary 
Allows the city council of Warwick to confer upon its municipal court the jurisdiction to apply the 

provisions of chapter 44 of title 34 regarding abandoned property.
Enacted without Signature

Education & Schools 6088 Azzinaro Health, Education and Welfare

Benefits for students with disabilities continue until the end of the public school calendar semester 

when the student turns 21 or when the student’s program ends in accordance with the student’s (IEP), 

whichever occurs earlier.

Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6094 Nardolillo Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Coventry, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Coventry on November 8, 

2016

Enacted without Signature

Finance & Taxation 6095 Handy Municipal Government 
Exempts land previously classified as farm, forest or open space land from land use change tax if the 

change is for purposes of a commercial renewable energy system.
Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6102 Phillips Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the city of Woonsocket, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the city of Woonsocket on November 8, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6103 Filippi Corporations 
Creates the Block Island utility district to provide utility products and services to the town of New 

Shoreham
Enacted without Signature
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Miscellaneous 6146 Edwards Municipal Government 
Requires a city or town to utilize qualification based selection for the procurement of program 

managers, construction managers, or construction managers at risk.
Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6189 Knight Corporations 
Ratifies and validates the amendments to the Warren Home Rule Charter which were approved by the 

electors of the town of Warren at the polls on November 8, 2016.
Enacted without Signature

Finance & Taxation 6213 Blazejewski Finance

Amends the grounds on which the DMV may refuse registration for failure to pay a fine to include, 

interest, penalties, or other monetary amount. Requires the municipality that requests the denial to 

add and forward an additional $5 fee to the DMV.

Signed

Retirement 6224 Craven Labor 

Repeals a provision of the workers' compensation law that provides that for injuries on and after July 

1, 2023, "material hindrance" includes only compensable injuries causing a greater than sixty-five 

percent (65%) degree of functional impairment.

Signed

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6231 Marshall Municipal Government Increases various property tax exemptions available in the town of Warren. Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6246 O'Grady Finance
Authorizes the town of Lincoln to issue bonds and notes in an amount not exceeding $60,000,000 to 

finance the improvements to Lincoln High School and school facilities in the town.
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6277 Quattrocchi Finance
Authorizes the town of Scituate to issue not more than $4,900,000 bonds and notes to finance various 

improvements at the town of Scituate's schools.
Enacted without Signature

Finance & Taxation 6287 Keable Municipal Government 
Increases the tax exemption for real property held by the Burrillville Land Trust to two million dollars 

($2,000,000)
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6288 Serpa Municipal Government 

Validates and ratifies amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of West Warwick, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of West Warwick on May 19, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Education & Schools 6311 Phillips Health, Education and Welfare

Establishes a process by which a virtual education plan may be established and used by school districts 

during inclement weather which would count as a school day, provided that the plan is approved by 

the council on elementary and secondary education.

Signed

Miscellaneous 6315 Vella-Wilkinson Veterans' Affairs 
Provides for changes to the veterans' services strategic plan advisory committee to provide 

coordination of state, federal, and private veterans' services.
Signed

Town & City Clerks 6323 Shanley Judiciary 

Excludes weekends and state holidays from the calculation of the forty-eight (48) hour public notice 

requirement, and requires all public bodies to keep minutes of open meetings and file their minutes 

with the secretary of state.

Signed

Education & Schools 6325 Amore Health, Education and Welfare

Provides that a charter public school that operates or will operate elementary school grades, middle 

school grades or high school grades shall be considered a network charter school notwithstanding the 

facility or the administration of the school.

Vetoed

Finance & Taxation 6330 Tanzi Municipal Government 

(Exempts from taxation the real and personal property located at 321 Main Street, South Kingstown, 

Rhode Island, belonging to the Contemporary Theatre Company, a qualified tax exempt corporation 

under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Enacted without Signature
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Finance & Taxation 6336 Craven Judiciary 

Provides that if the Rhode Island housing and mortgage finance corporation is a tax title purchaser, it 

shall not be liable for violations in connection with the tax title property, prior to the expiration of five 

(5) years from the date of the tax sale.

Signed

Liquor Control & Licenses 6339 Williams Municipal Government 
Provides that all Class A liquor license holders located in the city of Providence shall not be permitted 

to open for business until nine o'clock (9:00) a.m.
Enacted without Signature

Special Acts for Cities & Towns 6350 Edwards Municipal Government 

Validates and ratify amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Tiverton, which 

amendments were adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Tiverton on November 8, 

2016.

Enacted without Signature

Finance & Taxation 6362 McNamara Health, Education and Welfare
Updates the definition of visually impaired persons to conform to the federal standard based upon 

medical advances and to assure a uniform application by all municipalities in granting the exemption.
Enacted without Signature
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SENATE
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Bill Number
Sponsor Committee

Topic / Summary
Governor Action

Finance & Taxation 30 DaPonte Finance Tax Sale would trigger PACE assessment payment. Signed

Town & City Clerks 68 Archambault Judiciary
Public Records: Revises access to public records charter re: definitions of public body public record, right to 
inspect, copy records, arrest logs, compliance, costs, court jurisdiction, remedies, claims settlement, 
violations.)

Signed

Miscellaneous 71 Archambault Judiciary
Requires that cities and towns comply with certain procedures when prosecuting defendants such as the right 
to counsel, and would amend the penalties imposed for ordinance violations

Signed

Public Safety 231 Goldin Judiciary
Amends the provisions regarding emergency police powers to clarify that higher learning institutions with 
special police officers are authorized to enter into mutual aid agreements for the purpose of providing 
emergency assistance

Signed

Labor Relations 288 Goodwin Labor
Allows unionized firefighters to enter into an agreement which continues all contractual provisions contained 
in an expiring contract until a successor agreement has been reached.)

Signed

Environment 333 Crowley Housing and Municipal Government 
Amends several sections of the general laws pertaining to the calculation of impact fees by municipalities in 
the state by requiring that needs assessments of the fees be conducted every 5 years with certain exceptions

Signed

Code Enforcement 341 Ruggerio Judiciary Would require that municipal animal control officers be certified by the National 1 Care & Control Association Signed

Finance & Taxation 395 Conley Judiciary
Provides for a proration of the homestead exemption in cases where title to property passes from those not 
entitled to claim an exemption to those who are entitled.)

Enacted without Signature

Planning & Zoning 481 McCaffrey Housing and Municipal Government 
(Shortens the time periods related to certifications, decision-making and recordings of decisions for major 
land development and major subdivision master and preliminary plans.

Signed

Labor Relations 512 Lombardi Labor
Prohibits municipal charters and ordinances from requiring that their police officers and firefighters reside 
within the state of Rhode Island

Signed

Planning & Zoning 562 Lynch Prata Environment and Agriculture Standardized solar permitting. Signed

Planning & Zoning 570 Finance Renewable Energy - FFOS Signed

Public Works 814 Lombardi Labor Requires use of QBS with no pricing in proposals. Enacted without Signature

Retirement 896 Archambault Judiciary Adds illness as a qualifier for disability pensions. Enacted without Signature

Public Safety 928 McCaffrey Judiciary Requires standards for sheltering dogs both for owners and cities and towns. Signed



 
 
 

Legislative Status Report  

 
 

 
Condition: {Session Year: 2017} {Category: Jamestown} 
 
Senate Bill No. 482 
BY  Paiva Weed 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN (Validates and ratifies 
amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Jamestown, which amendments were 
adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Jamestown on November 8, 2016.) 
{LC1959/1} 
03/02/2017 Introduced, referred to Senate Housing and Municipal Government 
03/06/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (03/08/2017) 
03/08/2017 Committee recommends passage 
03/09/2017 Placed on Senate Calendar (03/15/2017) 
03/15/2017 Senate read and passed 
03/16/2017 Referred to House Municipal Government 
 

House Bill No. 5437 
(Attorney General) 
BY  Maldonado, Coughlin, Kazarian, Cunha, Barros 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES -- WEAPONS (Defines 
imitation firearm and makes it unlawful to change or remove certain markings required to be on 
an imitation firearm.) 
{LC1238/1} 
02/09/2017 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary 
04/20/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (04/25/2017) 
04/25/2017 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
 

House Bill No. 5816 
Act 110 
BY  Ruggiero 
ENTITLED, AN ACT VALIDATING AND RATIFYING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN (Validates and ratifies 
amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the town of Jamestown, which amendments were 
adopted and approved by the electors of the town of Jamestown on November 8, 2016.) 
{LC1962/1} 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/SenateText17/S0482.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12459.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/calendar-12473.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/HouseText17/H5437.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12655.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/HouseText17/H5816.pdf


03/02/2017 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government 
03/03/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (03/09/2017) 
03/09/2017 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
03/17/2017 Scheduled for consideration (03/23/2017) 
03/23/2017 Committee recommends passage 
03/24/2017 Placed on House Calendar (03/28/2017) 
03/28/2017 House read and passed 
04/25/2017 Referred to Senate Housing and Municipal Government 
04/28/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (05/03/2017) 
05/03/2017 Committee recommends passage in concurrence 
06/01/2017 Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar (06/06/2017) 
06/06/2017 Senate passed in concurrence 
06/06/2017 Transmitted to Governor 
06/14/2017 Effective without Governor's signature 
 

House Bill No. 5956 
Chapter 183 
BY  Ruggiero, Casimiro, Shanley 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - VETERAN'S EXEMPTION - 
JAMESTOWN (Permits the town of Jamestown to provide a tax exemption for veterans and a 
tax credit for one hundred percent (100%) for disabled veterans.) 
{LC2153/1} 
03/17/2017 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government 
03/24/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (03/29/2017) 
03/29/2017 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
05/19/2017 Scheduled for consideration (05/24/2017) 
05/24/2017 Committee recommends passage 
05/26/2017 Placed on House Calendar (05/31/2017) 
05/31/2017 House read and passed 
06/08/2017 Referred to Senate Finance 
06/16/2017 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (06/20/2017) 
06/20/2017 Committee recommends passage in concurrence 
06/29/2017 Placed on Senate Calendar (06/29/2017) 
06/29/2017 Senate passed in concurrence 
07/05/2017 Transmitted to Governor 
07/13/2017 Effective without Governor's signature 
 
 
 

Total Bills: 4  

Legislative Data Systems Room 1 8/17/2017 
State House, Providence, Rhode Island 11:58 AM 
 

http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12452.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12508.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/calendar-12568.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12699.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/calendar-12848.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/HouseText17/H5956.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12560.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12799.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/calendar-12828.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-12953.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/calendar-13000.pdf












 
 
 

Annual Report to Town Council 
Fiscal Year 2017 

 
The Jamestown Conservation Commission is pleased to present a report of activities for July 1, 
2016 to June 30, 2017. Activities included:  
 
Restoration  

 Organized a volunteer initiative for transplanting 30 established Rosa rugosa (beach 
Rose) plants to fill in gaps at the westernmost end of the Mackerel Cove dunes to help 
improve dune resiliency at Mackerel Cove.  

 
Open Space Protection and Stewardship  

 Continued the third year of implementation of a new management plan for 86 Jamestown 
Shores Conservation Lots, in partnership with the Conanicut Island Land Trust (CILT) 
and the Jamestown Shores Association (JSA). Members of the JCC met with members 
from CILT and JSA for 2 field monitoring sessions in April and May 2017, to monitor all 
town-owned lots in the Jamestown Shores. 

 Initiated process with Town Council to convene a Water Resources Technical 
Review Committee of volunteers to address growing concerns about water 
resources on the island. As an advisory group to the Conservation Commission, the 
group’s charge would include:  

1) Gather information to help better understand current conditions as well as 
factors influencing both water quality and the supply of drinking water on the 
island;  

2) Make recommendations and coordinate logistics for land purchases for 
conservation purposes; 

3) Assist in the solicitation of funds from outside sources; 
4) Make recommendations for best practice in water conservation and 

protection; 
5) Develop educational initiatives to build awareness of best practice in water 

conservation and protection for residents, including homes with private wells 
as well as those with town-supplied water and sewer.  

 Continued pursuing a more cost-effective construction plan for installation of a 
boardwalk where wetlands vegetation at the Hull Cove Right of Way was illegally clear-
cut. Continue to support town staff in gaining CRMC verbal approval for a scaled-down 
design approach, which will require new CRMC permitting and new sources of funding. 
Voted to pursue memorial recognition of late Conservation Commissioner Michael 
Brown at the Hull Cove Trail.  



 
 Distributed printed Trail Guides town-wide to maximize public awareness and access to 

island conservation properties.  
 Liaised with the Friends of Taylor Point non-profit organization to support their 

enhancements efforts at Taylor Point.  
 Reviewed Taylor Point Restoration Association’s (TPRA) Restoration Plan and 

supported the TPRA’s permit application to CRMC. 
 With the support of volunteer trail steward Chris Powell, managed ongoing maintenance 

and stewardship of Conanicut Island Sanctuary trail, South Pond trail, and Kit Wright 
trail.  

 Initiated geospatial tracking and assessment of currently unprotected natural areas using 
GIS software, developed into an updatable ArcMap project. 

 Held a JCC Special Conservation Planning meeting which included members from CILT 
to identify and strategically prioritize protection and conservation of unprotected and 
undeveloped lands adjacent to or nearby town-owned lands. Using GIS software mapping 
and GIS data layers the group first focused on the Jamestown Shore area to identify lots 
that were town- owned and protected under some type of conservation easement or 
protection. Then the group focused on identifying lots in the shores that were town-owned 

and not protected under any conservation easements or land protection. Then using the 
GIS software with GIS data layers to identify individual parcel IDs, areas with 
streams/waterbody/wetlands, hydric soils, the group then identified individual lots at the 
parcel level that are not yet developed, but are located nearby other lots that are town 
owned or protected, and located in wetland and hydric soil areas, with the goal of 
identifying lots that would have the potential to expand the existing protected areas 
within the JTN shores, especially in sensitive areas that could enhance groundwater 
recharge and drinking water protection.  

 Continued to discuss concerns with Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority around 
plans to clear-cut two or more acres of trees for a solar project. Collaboration continues 
with town staff to encourage voluntary RITBA efforts to address conservation concerns.  

 
Public Education  

 Continued collaborative partnership planning with Jamestown Arts Center to continue an 
after-school arts and conservation educational project, focused on educating Jamestown 
children about watersheds and increasing public awareness of waste and polluted runoff 
draining to Jamestown’s sensitive coastal areas. Curriculum plans include experiential 
learning about marshes and watersheds and demonstration art projects to mark storm 
drains; programming and implementation is scheduled for fall 2017 through Spring 
2018.  

 Initiated a process with Town Council to establish a Lyme Disease Prevention Program 
in collaboration with the JCC (building upon the foundation of the Jamestown Tick Task 



Force) to coordinate and oversee the implementation of an awareness campaign with 
public education sessions, including website development for Lyme Disease prevention 
on the Town webpage, curriculum coordination with the Jamestown School and other 
groups (JAC, JTN Recreation Department, etc.). 

Rights of Way 

 Collaborated with the grassroots Friends of Jamestown Rights of Way volunteer group
to support their efforts to conduct site visits, update status, and make recommendations
for enhancements to Rights of Way island-wide. Conducted on-site

Protection of Natural and Coastal Areas 

 Ongoing input and advice to CRMC; DEM; and town section 308 review, to ensure
planning and implementation that protects the island’s natural resources.

 Continued to advocate for a multi-year JCC initiative, in partnership with town staff and
the Planning Commission, to fulfill Comprehensive Plan Conservation Development in
town ordinances for subdivision planning.

 Based on a Jamestown resident’s concerns regarding potentially illegal clearing of
vegetation within the coastal buffer zone at Beavertail State Park, the JCC contacted
CRMC and RI DEM (Larry Mouradjian, Robert Paquette, Lisa Primiano) requesting
information and follow up about management plans for maintenance at Beavertail State
Park and any restoration/mitigation plans.

Litter Cleanup 

 Organized an annual town-wide Earth Day coastal cleanup in April; coordinated with
Clean Ocean Access to support additional cleanups at coastal sites year-round.

 Conducted two cleanups (Fall and Spring) of North Road by Conservation
Commissioners as part of the Adopt a Highway program.

Commission and Task Force Liaisons 

Commissioners served as liaisons and represented Conservation Commission priorities 
to: Planning Commission, Harbor Management Commission, Tree Preservation 
Commission, Tick Task Force  

Respectfully submitted by Anne Kuhn-Hines, Chair 

August 21, 2017 







From: Alexa Gold
To: Cheryl Fernstrom
Subject: August Town Council Meeting - Coyotes
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 7:28:43 PM

Hi,

I wanted to write an email relevant to the coyote topic that's on the agenda for the August
 Town Council Meeting. Please let me know if this is the correct email, or if there is
 somewhere else I should be sending it to. 

I grew up in Jamestown, and returned two years ago with my husband in order to raise a
 family in a community that we are both so fond of. I have many memories of freely playing
 outside with friends and feeling safe in our community. Now, I have a 6 month old and a
 small dog who I am afraid to let outside for fear that they will be targeted by the growing
 coyote population on the island. I would like to share my support for the elimination/removal
 of coyotes on the island all together, by any means necessary. We live in one of the most
 special places, yet I have to carry pepper spray in my daughter's stroller when we go on walks
 around our neighborhood due to the fear of coyotes. I don't want my daughter to grow up
 scared to play outdoors. That is not right, nor necessary in a place where coyotes are not
 indigenous. 

Thank you,

Alexa Gold 

25 Sloop Street

mailto:alexajgold@gmail.com
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net


From: Linda Flinton
To: trockijamestowntc@gmail.com; mgblanco@cox.net; meagherjamestowntc@gmail.com; eugene@mihaly.org;

 dickinsonjamestowntc@gmail.com
Cc: Cheryl Fernstrom
Subject: Coyotes
Date: Wednesday, August 9, 2017 1:39:52 PM

Dear Council Members -

We have lived in Jamestown since 1975 and brought our family up here.
Jamestown is truly an attractive place to live for people who enjoy
the outdoors. OR maybe I should say "was" an attractive place.
Currently we live on North Main Rd where we and our neighbors all have
much wooded land. We can live with the deer eating our bushes, but
coyotes?

We have lived in this house since 1980. Our dogs have run outside on
our land and we play ball . Now they are on a leash at all times in
our own backyard. Some neighbors have children who used to play freely
outdoors at home. Now the parents no longer allow that without close
supervision. Is this the Jamestown that we want our families to grow
up in? I hardly think so. They are also an agricultural menace to farm
animals on the island.

Coyotes are not indiginous to this island. They were either brought
here or walked here over the bridge. I am asking you to eliminate
their presence in Jamestown in whatever manner you see fit before
humans becaome harmed. I also would strongly recommend  the
institution of some ordinance to control the purposeful feeding of
coyotes and/or their pups. Enough pets (Iarge and small)  have been
killed or injured already by coyotes. It is time to take action!

Thank you for your consideration

Linda and John Flinton
843 North Main Rd
Jamestown, RI

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lindaflinton@gmail.com
mailto:trockijamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:mgblanco@cox.net
mailto:meagherjamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:eugene@mihaly.org
mailto:dickinsonjamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net




From: Blake Dickinson
To: Cheryl Fernstrom
Subject: Letter sent to me
Date: Friday, August 18, 2017 7:52:07 AM

There is a large group of coyotes that live near Watson and Hodgkiss farms. I work in the area.
 I walk that beach line at night to check on aquaculture gear and am stalked by coyotes every 
time. If the population isn't controlled I fear I will eventually be attacked. 

On a number of occasions I have been working in the area during the day and have heard what
 sounds to be dozens of them howling together. It happens each time a police cruiser or fire 
truck drives by Great Creek with their sirens on. The siren sounds like a howl and triggers the 
senses of the Coyotes to start howling. There are a lot of coyotes and they breed up to twice a 
year, each female having up to or more than a dozen pups at a time. There will be hundreds in 
a matter of a couple of years at that rate. Maybe thousands years later. I have heard they have 
been known to attack young children and will move into rural neighborhoods to search for 
food. I also have video of them stalking a large, adult dear on the beach.   It is not safe and I 
encourage the Town Council to take some type of action to solve this growing problem.

Sincerely,
Joseph Pinheiro
161 Beacon avenue
Jamestown

mailto:dickinsonjamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net


Town Council: 
 
Concerned members of the Jamestown community would like to discuss aquaculture in Dutch Harbor 
focusing on the Application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to modify Aquaculture Assent to float 595 
permitted bottom cages on their 2 acre site for a potential maximum of 710 floating cages and to allow 
bottom planting of oysters on site. 
 
Sharon Purdie 
60 Westwind Drive 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 1 
TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 2

3
4

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown will conduct a 5 
public hearing on September ____, 2017 at _____________ at the Jamestown Town Hall, 6 
93 Narragansett Avenue on the following proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinances 7 
regarding Chapter 22, Environment.  Opportunity shall be given to all persons interested 8 
to be heard upon the matter at the public hearing.  The following proposed ordinance 9 
amendment is under consideration and may be adopted and/or altered or amended prior to 10 
the close of the public hearing without further advertising, as a result of further study or 11 
because of the views expressed at the public hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be 12 
presented for comment in the course of the public hearing.  The proposed amendment is 13 
available for review and/or purchase at the Town Clerk’s Office between the hours of 8:30 14 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Holidays and at 15 
www.Jamestownri.gov.  16 

17 
Section 1. The Jamestown Code Of Ordinances, Chapter 22, Environment, as the 18 
same may have been heretofore amended, is hereby amended by changing the text of 19 
the Chapter, as follows: 20 

21 
NOTE: words set as strikethrough are to be deleted from the ordinance; 22 
words underlined are to be added to the ordinance.  23 

24 
See Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 25 

26 
Section 2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to 27 
Chapter 10 of the Town of Jamestown’s Code of Ordinances. 28 

29 
Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 30 

31 
32 
33 

Ad Date(s):  34 
Publication Source: 35 
Hearing Date:  36 
Action:   37 
Certified:    38 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 



2 

1
2
3
4

EXHIBIT A 5
6

ARTICLE VII. PLASTIC BAG BAN 7
8

Sec. 22-350. Legislative Findings And Intent. 9 
10 

The Town Council of the Town of Jamestown has the authority under Article 13 of 11 
the Rhode Island Constitution and the Jamestown Town Charter to regulate issues of solid 12 
waste, litter and pollution as a local concern. 13 

14 
The production, use and disposal of plastic checkout bags, which are commonly not 15 

recycled, has been shown to have significant detrimental impacts on the environment, 16 
including but not limited to contributing to pollution of the terrestrial and coastal 17 
environment, clogging storm water drainage systems, and contributing to the injury and 18 
death of terrestrial and marine life through ingestion and entanglement. 19 

20 
The manufacture, transport and recycling of plastic checkout bags requires 21 

substantial energy consumption and contributes to greenhouse gases. 22 
23 

Plastic checkout bags create a burden to solid waste collection and recycling 24 
facilities. 25 

26 
Prohibiting the use of plastic checkout bags is necessary to protect the environment 27 

and the public health, safety, and welfare of all residents and visitors. 28 
29 

Sec. 22-351. Purpose. 30 
31 

The purpose of the article is to improve the environment in and around Town of 32 
Jamestown, Rhode Island and the health, safety, and welfare of its residents by reducing 33 
the number of plastic and paper bags being used, encouraging the use and sale of reusable 34 
checkout bags and banning the use of plastic bags for retail checkout of goods. 35 
 36 
Sec. 22-352. Definitions. 37 
 38 
As used in the article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 39 
 40 
CARRYOUT BAG means a bag provided by a business establishment to a customer, 41 
typically at the point of sale, for the purpose of transporting purchases. 42 
 43 
PLASTIC CARRYOUT BAG means any plastic carry-out bag that is provided by a 44 
business establishment to a customer, typically at the point of sale, for the purpose of 45 
transporting purchases. "Plastic Carryout Bag" does not include plastic barrier bags or 46 



3 

double-opening plastic bags, as defined herein, or plastic bags measuring larger than 28 1 
inches by 36 inches, or plastic bags four (4) mils or more in thickness. 2

3
DOUBLE-OPENING PLASTIC BAGS means any thin plastic bag with a double opening 4 
(top and bottom) to protect clothing or other items for transport. 5

6
PLASTIC BARRIER BAG means any thin plastic bag with a single opening used to: 7

8
Transport fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains, small hardware items, or other items 9 
selected by customers to the point of sale; 10 

11 
Contain or wrap fresh or frozen foods, meat, or fish, whether prepackaged or not; 12 

13 
Contain or wrap flowers, potted plants, or other items where damage to a good or 14 
contamination of other goods placed together in the same bag may be a problem; or 15 

16 
Contain unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods. 17 

 18 
RECYCLABLE PAPER BAG means a paper bag that is fully recyclable overall and 19 
contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled content and contains no old growth 20 
fiber. The bag should display the words "Reusable" and "Recyclable" or the universal 21 
recycling logo on the outside of the bag in green lettering at least one inch in size. 22 

23 
BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT means any commercial enterprise that provides carryout 24 
bags to its customers, including sole proprietorships, joint ventures, partnerships, 25 
corporations, or any other legal entity, and includes all employees of the business and any 26 
independent contractors associated with the business. "Business Establishment" does not 27 
include sales of goods at yard sales, tag sales, other sales by residents at their homes, and 28 
sales by nonprofit organizations. 29 
 30 
REUSABLE BAG means a bag with handles that is specifically designed and 31 
manufactured for multiple reuse and is made primarily of cloth or other nonwoven textile 32 
or is constructed of multiple layers for insulation. 33 
 34 
Sec. 22-353. Prohibited Acts. 35 

36 
No business establishment shall provide or make available any plastic carryout bag 37 

at the point of sale. 38 
39 

All business establishments that provide plastic barrier bags or double opening bags 40 
shall offer a recycling opportunity onsite for the recycling of any plastic bags or clean 41 
plastic bag film as defined by the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation 42 
RESTORE program. 43 

44 
Nothing in this section shall preclude business establishments from making 45 

reusable bags or recyclable paper bags available for sale to customers, by sale or otherwise. 46 



4 

1 
Sec. 22-354. Exemptions. 2

3
This ordinance does not apply to: 4

5
Laundry dry cleaning bags, door-hanger bags, newspaper bags, or packages of 6 
multiple bags intended for use as garbage, pet waste, or yard waste; 7

8
Bags provided by pharmacists or veterinarians to contain prescription drugs or 9 
other medical necessities, provided that the bags are recyclable within the State's 10 
recycling program; and 11 

12 
Plastic barrier bags, double opening plastic bags and bags used by a consumer 13 
inside a business establishment to: (1) Contain bulk items, such as produce, nuts, 14 
grains, candy, or small hardware items; (2) Contain or wrap frozen foods, meat, or 15 
fish, whether or not prepackaged; (3) Contain or wrap flowers, potted plants or 16 
other items to prevent moisture damage to other purchases; (4) Contain unwrapped 17 
prepared foods or bakery goods; or (5) bags used by a non-profit corporation or 18 
other hunger relief charity to distribute food, grocery products, clothing , or other 19 
household items. 20 

 21 
Sec. 22-355. Enforcement; Violations And Penalties. 22 

23 
This ordinance shall be enforced by the Jamestown Police Department, or any other 24 

Town Department authorized by statute, ordinance or regulation.  Any person who violates 25 
any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to the following penalties: 26 

27 
The Jamestown Police Department, or other duly authorized enforcement officer, 28 

shall serve notice upon any business owner alleged to have violated the provisions of this 29 
article by certified letter stating in specificity which provision(s) that the business is in 30 
violation of and that such violation(s) must cease within 14 days after the service of said 31 
notice. Each day following the notice shall constitute a separate offense and a fine of $150 32 
per day shall be imposed. 33 
 34 
Sec. 22-356. Hardship Variance. 35 

36 
The Town Administrator may grant a variance from the requirements of this article 37 

only after determining that: 38 
39 

Application of this article would cause undue hardship based upon unique 40 
circumstances; or, 41 

42 
Application of this article would deprive a person or business of a legally protected 43 

right. 44 
45 

The requested variance shall be submitted on the towns prescribed forms. 46 



5 

1 
Any variance granted under this section must be the minimum variance necessary 2 

to address the hardship. 3
4

The Administrator shall prepare a written report of findings to support the grant or 5 
denial of the variance and copy the decision to the Town Clerk and Town Council. 6

7
Sec. 22-357. Effective Date. 8

9
This ordinance shall become effective upon passage. 10 

11 
Sec. 22-358 through 22-385. Reserved. 12 
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
July 17, 2017 

I. ROLL CALL 

Town Council Members present: 
Kristine S. Trocki, President 

Michael G. White, Vice President 
Blake A. Dickinson 
Mary E. Meagher 
Eugene B. Mihaly 

Also in attendance: 
Andrew E. Nota, Town Administrator 
Christina D. Collins, Finance Director 

Michael C. Gray, Public Works Director 
Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner  

Chris Costa, Building/Zoning Officer 
Edward A. Mello, Police Chief 

Andrew J. Wade, Parks and Recreation Director 
Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Paula Swistak, Water Clerk pro Tem 
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk 

II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Council President Trocki called the regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to 
order at 6:36 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 
93 Narragansett Avenue, and Councilor Dickinson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

President Trocki noted the passing of America Way resident Victor Calabretta. Councilor 
Dickinson spoke of Victor who was his friend, neighbor, and mentor. He was very civic 
minded and active in town, serving as a member of the Planning Commission and Town 
Council. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. He will be missed. A moment of 
silence was observed in memory of Victor Calabretta. 

III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF
WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS 

The Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Meeting convened at 6:38 p.m. and 
adjourned at 6:45 p.m.  See Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Meeting Minutes.  

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS,
RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

None. 
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V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 

A) Public Hearing:
1) 2017 Annual State Transportation Improvement Plan Update and

Public Hearing; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or
vote
a) Approval for Submission of TIP Application to RI Office of

Statewide Planning
President Trocki opened the Public Hearing and explained the TIP for FY 2018 to 2025. 
Town Administrator Nota thanked Town Planner Lisa Bryer and Public Works Director 
Michael Gray for preparation of the TIP application. An explanation of the prioritization of 
projects for the current program and TIP application for 2018-25 was reviewed. Projects in 
the TIP application were prioritized and explained as follows:  

1. Narragansett Avenue (West): FY 2021-22
2. Round Swamp Bridge at the Creek on North Road: FY 2021
3. Ice Road Bike Path from North Road to East Shore Road: FY 2017-25 (reallocation

to help fund local project)
4. Sidewalk and Curbing replacement on Walcott Avenue from Hamilton to Fort

Wetherill State Park
5. Conanicut Bridge and East Shore Road: FY 2021
6. Jamestown Bridge Bike/Pedestrian Access on and off Bridge: FY 2022
7. Beavertail Road at Mackerel Cove: new project
8. Conanicus Avenue at East Ferry reconstruction Hamilton Avenue to Ft. Wetherill:

new project

Discussion ensued of the project priorities, including conditions, costs, funding and 
alternatives. The application submission deadline to State Planning is August 11, 2017. 
Discussion involved reprioritization, including bringing No. 7 up in concert with No. 2 
North Road and the Great Creek; change in the review and order of No. 4, Sidewalk and 
Curbing; and No. 6 should be lowered in the priority order and the project amount of 
$800,000 shifted and lowered to $300,000.   

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White to 
close the Public Hearing at 7:08 p.m. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, 
Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White to 
support the recommendations for the TIP application and the priorities as amended. 
President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; 
Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  

VI. OPEN FORUM

A) Scheduled to address
1) Alan Katz – Dutch Harbor Aquaculture Concerns
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Alan Katz of Westwind Drive thanked Council for their time, noted his neighbors in 
attendance, and stated he is here to update Council on continuing aquaculture activities in 
Dutch Harbor. Photographs of oyster cages and floats were presented. Mr. Katz read a 
statement outlining concerns for current activities, future expansion, diminished scenic 
vista, location of aquaculture farms in the Conservation Zone, Conservation Commission 
recommendations to CRMC not considered, interference with swimming and boating 
navigations, and lack of notification by CRMC of applications and public hearings. He 
requested an impact study of the effects of aquaculture activities on the community.    
 
President Trocki noted the time to comment is during the reapplication process, and the 
Town doesn’t usually perform such impact studies. Mr. Katz thanked Town Administrator 
Nota for his support and speaking before CRMC on behalf of Westwind Drive residents.  
 
Town Administrator Nota stated fishing and aquaculture are cyclical activities and the time 
to make an impact is during the reapplication process. Council members comment this is a 
jurisdictional issue, which the Town does not have.   
 

B) Non-scheduled to address  
Ted Cypress of 60 Westwind Drive noted the changes to the scenic vista. He understands 
the Town does not have jurisdiction but should consider that aquaculture operators access 
the oyster farms via Fort Getty.   
 
Sam Paterson of Fox Run commented commercial fishing has diminished and aquaculture 
is the new fisheries activity. He works with the aquaculture operators, residents don’t 
understand the activity, the problem is lack of communication, and there needs to be a 
dialogue between the residents and oyster farmers.  
 
Council members asked if there is an aquaculture industry spokesperson that could be 
included in future discussions. The Town Administrator was directed to facilitate a 
dialogue. Increased algae and possible linkage to aquaculture should be researched. 
Discussion continued.      
 
Robin Main of Westwind Drive commented as an environmental attorney she practices 
before CRMC, this is not just a jurisdictional issue for CRMC, they will listen to a 
municipality, and municipalities are noticed when an oyster farm is under consideration.  
 
Dot Blythe of North Main Road commented she got a ticket parked in front of her brother’s 
house on Hamilton Avenue due to the parking being restricted to the north side of the street. 
Town Administrator Nota will follow-up on this issue.  
 

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
A)  Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota 

1) Park Dock ROW – Management Challenges 
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Town Administrator Nota reported on concerns expressed by residents for increased 
seasonal use of the Park Dock area and the behavior of visitors, including parking and 
excessive littering. Trash barrels were removed as they did not have a positive effect and 
resulted in less discarded trash. Litter is difficult to control and enforce, and the Town is 
working on an administrative process that includes fines, parking restrictions, and signage. 
The RIDEM sign used to control litter (in multiple languages) was displayed and discussed 
and Council members agreed would be appropriate for Jamestown. Town staff, Litter 
Corps, and the Police Department monitor the area.    

Bonnie (last name unknown) of the Litter Corps stated people want a receptacle, littering 
fluctuates with the time of day, and fishermen are helpful in removing litter at Park Dock.  

Mike Pinksaw of East Shore Road noted it is unfair for neighbors to have to remove litter 
and suggested the use of solar powered trash cans (which are expensive), cameras, and 
signage to control the problem. Also noted were port-a-johns full of trash and unacceptable 
behavior by visitors.   

Unknown resident commented signs will not work and trash cans are needed. Visitors park 
on East Shore Road and litter there and people set up camp and fish overnight and leave 
their trash behind.  

Councilor Dickinson asked if restricted hours would make a difference. President Trocki 
noted the area is monitored by the Town and the Council is concerned for the neighbors.  
Town Administrator Nota stated we need a solution and barrels can be returned with secure 
lids. The town will employ suggested alternatives, monitor the area, and determine what 
works. Councilor Meagher commented increased monitoring will help. The Council 
thanked the Litter Corps for their efforts (applause).  

Sam Patterson of Fox Run commented this is a problem all over the Island, the way to 
control it is by enforcement, and suggested the use resident parking stickers.   

Carol Nelson Lee of Buoy Street commented as a Leader of the Friends of the Jamestown 
Rights-of-Way she is pleased to hear that people are working together to solve the problem 
and allocate more resources to maintain the ROW’s. Last month their group conducted a 
history and nature event at Park Dock with great conversations, including a   suggestion 
for a refuse box for fishing line and other trash to improve the area.   

Peter Gadoury of Weeden Lane commented barrels are needed for trash and educating the 
public is important.  

President Trocki commented finding solutions is important and she is happy to work on a 
solution, including funding. Area residents were advised to organize and develop solutions 
to bring back to the Council. Town Administrator Nota requested Mike Pinksaw serve as 
the neighborhood contact person to work with Town administration.     

2) (Per Diem) Police Department Patrol Officer(s)
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Chief Mello explained the proposal to hire retired police officers to work per diem. The 
department recently hired a retired officer (Phillip Williams from Westerly) with 25 years 
of experience to work per diem. He is fully trained and doing a good job filling shifts. No 
former Jamestown officers were interested. Two recruits started the 22-week Police 
Academy today and per diem officers will be helpful until the new officers have completed 
all required training.   
 

3)         State Budget 
Town Administrator Nota addressed the end of the legislative session without adoption of 
a FY 2018 State budget. The letters from Senate President Ruggerio and Speaker Mattiello 
to RI League of Cities and Towns President Daniels included in the meeting packet were 
noted. It is hoped the Legislature will go back in session to adopt a budget.  The impact is 
currently negligible, but will mount over time. The major concern is the impact on revenue. 
If budget issues are resolved over the next few weeks tax bills could be adjusted. The car 
tax phase-out will not have a significant impact on Jamestown.  
 

B)  Board of Canvassers Report: Carol Nelson-Lee, Chair 
Board of Canvassers Chair Carol Nelson-Lee of Buoy Street encouraged all eligible 
citizens (registered Democrats and Unaffiliated voters) to vote in the Democratic Primary 
Election tomorrow at the Lawn Avenue School from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. All registered 
voters can vote at the August 22nd Special Election for the Senate District 13 seat. The 
Board of Canvassers must follow Federal and State election laws and mandates from the 
Board of Elections. We look at the voter experience as we want all voters to have a positive 
experience so they will vote again. The Canvassers are always trying to do better and 
appreciate the Town’s support.   
 

C)  Building/Zoning Department Report: Christopher Costa 
Building Official Chris Costa reported on the Building Permit fee structure to be 
implemented by the State and the online E-Permitting system to be available in the near 
future. It may work for Jamestown as it would save time by allowing online applications. 
The ISO rating was improved by one point, and there were 24 building permits issued for 
the period July 14, 2016 to July 14, 2017. The Zoning Ordinance needs revision, and will 
be updated over time.  
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A)  East Ferry Renovation Project: Design choice for Scheme 3 as 
 recommended by the Jamestown Planning Commission; review, 
 discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

Town Planner Lisa Bryer made a presentation on the proposed project, reviewing the 
extensive process to date. Three Schemes were developed, the design revised, and based 
on discussion and comments over the course of the four sessions, a hybrid scheme was 
approved by the Planning Commission at the July 5th meeting. The green space on 
Conanicus Avenue and traffic pattern remain the same. There will be new paving, curbing, 
sidewalks, landscaping and amenities. The difference is the additional 4 feet along the 
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water side with landscaping and new benches. Concern for the aisle width as outlined in 
the Zoning Ordinance, 23 feet required aisle width for two-car passage for the travel lane, 
was noted. Site visits and comparisons to other parking areas and spaces were conducted, 
including Dave’s Market, McQuade’s, Heffy’s, and North Kingstown High School. The 
proposed project plan should work for Jamestown, and the Planning Commission 
recommendation is appropriate and will work well.  

Town Council comments.  
Councilor Dickinson commented on the location and comparisons and suggested the 
Council review this thoroughly prior to adoption. He expressed concern for water, the 
greenery proposed, and the narrowed roadway that could become a safety issue.  

President Trocki noted her disagreement and considers this plan both safe and beautiful. 

Planner Bryer noted the fine job done by Landscape Architect Hali Beckman and the use 
of beach grass and other drought resistant, coastal, non-lawn plants that over time will 
become maintenance free.  

Landscape Architect Hali Beckman reviewed the project, including the buffer between 
Conanicus Avenue and the interior space for East Ferry, wall with seating, handicapped 
accessibility, and particulars of the proposed green space and native hardy, salt-tolerant, 
low-maintenance plantings. Review of the proposed Scheme 3 continued. Proposed is a 
guardrail to protect the benches and low-profile plantings will never block the view to the 
water. Discussion ensued of walking access through the parking lot, buffer, and location of 
the Christmas tree in the grassy perennial green space.   

Town Administrator Nota reviewed the options to determine what was needed, challenges, 
and core improvements. The green space proposed is the same as currently exists but 
arranged differently, is a compromise that addresses the concerns of local businesses, and 
proposes 47 parking spaces plus turnaround which large trucks should be able to handle. 
The estimated cost is $250,000 to $325,000, but will not be known until the project is bid. 
The Town received a $65,000 grant and non-tax dollars will be used for the project. No 
increased maintenance costs are anticipated for the proposed project.  

Planning Commission Chair Mike Swistak referenced the narrowing of the aisle and size 
of trucks that use the area. There had to be compromise to have the 4 feet on the water side 
for peak season.  

Bill Munger of Cole Street, Traffic Committee member and President of Conanicut Marine 
Services, thanked the Planning Commission for their patience and retaining the existing 
circulation. He referenced two petitions that were circulated and concern for the width. 
Discussion ensued. It was reported standard dimensions were maintained with 18 foot 
parking spaces; however, a 24 foot vehicle is common at East Ferry. He asked the Council 
not to build a too narrow access and referenced the request by the Traffic Committee to the 
State Traffic Commission to relocate the Conanicus Avenue crosswalk.   
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Public Comments. 
Peter Gadoury of Weeden Lane commented keeping the entrance/exit wider works best. 

Mary Lou Sanborn of Bay View Drive expressed concern for aesthetics and stated the 
proposed plan places increased maintenance responsibility on the Public Works 
Department as well as increased expenses.   

Town Administrator Nota explained funding for the project will come from the Waterfront 
Reserve Fund and a grant from Commerce RI, not taxpayer dollars.  

Marilyn Munger of Knowles Court expressed concern for shortening the area to 60 feet 
from 64 feet and railings/guardrails and wheel stoppers prevent over hang parking.   

Lisa Bryer stated this is standard, normal parking so that cars do not exceed or over hang 
the impact bumper, as it becomes a safety issue. Public Works Director Gray noted this 
provides more space logistically. Discussion continued.  

Marilyn Munger of Knowles Court commented on the proposed grasses creating visual 
problems.  

Donald Richardson of Davis Street questioned the cost of maintenance and water use 
during the summer dry season.  

Town Administrator Nota stated maintenance will remain within the current Parks and 
Recreation Department budget and the project will not negatively affect the water supply. 
Discussion continued.   

President Trocki commented project funding will come from the Waterfront Reserve Fund 
and a Commerce RI grant, and there will be no additional costs or direct impact. This will 
have a positive impact and promote more foot traffic than vehicle traffic for local 
businesses. The Town has listened to citizens and business owners and there must be a 
balance between functionality and aesthetics. Lengthy discussion ensued of the Waterfront 
Reserve Fund.   

Mr. Richardson asked for the final cost for the landscape architect, and he was informed 
$15,000.  

Donna Wood of Southwest Avenue referenced the Planning Commission meeting and 
commented on parking issues and safety for families crossing the road and parking area to 
access local businesses. The greenery should be scaled back, the footage should be 
increased back to 64 feet, and this is more extravagant than needed.  

Tom Gadoury of Sail Street commented on the green space and requested clarification. 
Public Work Director Gray explained the condition of the current triangle that is dirt and 
weeds. The idea is to funnel people through paths/crosswalks to preserve the green area. 
Not all parking lots have sidewalks. The intent is to beautify the area and have a green 
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space that can be maintained, because if it were left as is, it would be trampled. To maintain 
the current spaces we have to pinch this off.  

Councilor Meagher commented on concerns expressed. She would like to provide a little 
more sidewalk for people getting out of cars, and you don’t design parking lots to 
accommodate 24 foot trucks. This is a lovely plan and she is in favor of approving the plan 
as approved by Planning with modifications.  

Councilor White commented if he doesn’t use the sidewalk he cannot get from one end of 
the parking area to the other. He referenced a truck parked in the lot over the sidewalk that 
prevented his wheelchair from getting through. There should be planters with greens to 
provide enough space for people to access the sidewalk. To have the 64 feet would be nice, 
but we have to compromise.  

Tom Gadoury of Sail Street encouraged the Council to come up with a compromise plan 
we can see that we can all live with before voting to approve it.  

Councilor Meagher stated this is the process we must go through, the Council appreciates 
the opinions and comments made this evening.   

Patrick Willis of North Road commented he has three small children and always accesses 
the sidewalk in the parking lot, and any narrowing makes it less safe.    

Town Administrator Nota stated the issues were thoroughly vetted through the Planning 
Commission. We could return the 4 feet, but would not have enough space for the sidewalk. 
Some of the items were left open to find a balance.  

Planner Bryer stated widening the travel lane does not guarantee safety, and it has been 
proven that narrowing the lane slows vehicle traffic. If it wasn’t safe it wouldn’t be 
proposed.  

President Trocki prefers we not get emotional and it is unfair and inaccurate to state the 
proposed plan is unsafe. We want to make it as safe as possible and if we could add another 
foot she would be in favor of that. Preserving greenery and having benches and getting 
traffic flow in the proper channels make sense. 

Sam Patterson of Fox Run stated this is a great idea and he supports it. We are confronting 
a parking issue and a study should be done to show how it will be regulated.   

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Councilor Mihaly              to 
support the concept with the caveats that were expressed by the Planning 
Commission, and expressed by the folks in this room, and by this Council, to try to 
widen the area and to provide more access points, perhaps at the sacrifice of some of 
the greenery, in order to ensure the safety of the folks who use this facility. President 
Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  
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B) Plastic Bag Ban Presentation: Susan Maffei Plowden, Kate Petrie and Dave
McLaughlin of Clean Ocean Access

Kate Petrie of Fort Getty Road and Suma Plowden of Calvert Place thanked Planner Bryer 
for spearheading the Sustainable Jamestown initiative. Teaming up with Dave McLaughlin 
of Clean Ocean Access they have embraced the concept to help with the elimination of 
pollution caused by single-use plastic bags in Jamestown. Since 2013 COA volunteers have 
removed over 14,000 plastic bags floating in our waters and along the shores. COA has 
collected data and works tirelessly to educate the public. On average a plastic bag is used 
for 12 minutes and lasts a thousand years, and in America each person uses 300 plastic 
bags per year. They encourage people to bring their own bag when shopping rather than 
using plastic bags. Dave is working with communities in their efforts to ban single-use 
plastic bags and adopting ordinances. Last week an informational workshop was held at 
the Jamestown Arts Center. They also visited stores to provide information and most were 
supportive of the effort. In Barrington not one store has been impacted negatively since 
adoption of their ordinance in 2013, and Jamestown could be a model community.  

Suzie Leach of Wittier Road stated she and daughter Nicole have worked on eliminating 
their use of plastic bags. It was hard at first, is now a habit, and they feel guilty if they 
forget their reusable bags. Whatever we do will be inherited by our children and we need 
to speak up on behalf of our children and future generations.  

Dave McLaughlin thanked the Council and community for their environmental 
stewardship. This is a time sensitive issue and we must be responsible. Adoption of an 
ordinance will direct us where to go next, promote sustainability, and have a positive effect 
throughout the community. (Applause) 

A draft ordinance has been prepared with language that is appropriate for Jamestown, and 
after review by the Solicitor, Town Administrator and Town staff, the Council will 
determine next steps.  

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Councilor Mihaly to have 
the draft ordinance in a proper format with revised language on the August agenda 
for Council review and determination if it should go forward for public hearing.   

Discussion.  The draft ordinance will be revised as needed and ready for Council review at 
the August meeting. Discussion ensued of plastic bags exempt from the ordinance and 
reusable bags that can be purchased by retail businesses at a reasonable cost. 

Back to the vote on the motion. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; 
Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  

C) Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times
The next Town Council Meeting with Water and Sewer is August 21, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS
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A) Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association re: Capital Campaign for a
perpetual endowment fund; review, discussion and/or potential action
and/or vote

Varoujan Karentz of Clarke’s Village Road was in attendance to follow up on BLMA’s 
request for funding. An explanation of BLMA activities since 2006 proceeded, upcoming 
renovations, the positive, unsolicited comments from U.S. Coast Guard Department of 
Homeland Security Chief Peter C. Spinella and RIDEM Chief Robert J. Paquette in support 
of the Museum and all it has to offer, and the high rating by Trip Advisor were referenced 
and read. Mr. Karentz explained the required funding to maintain the museum and keep it 
operating and asked the Town Council for support for the endowment fund in the amount 
of $25,000. Nicole Contino explained the current campaign has raised $125,000 to date 
and includes a matching fund by James Buttrick for any donation made up to a total of 
$500,000 for 2017.   

President Trocki thanked BLMA for the presentation and their dedication to the operation 
and maintenance of the museum. Lengthy discussion ensued of the 2017-2018 budget set 
at the June FTM, matching funds for donations made in 2017, and concern for the State 
budget which is currently on hold. Council members comment on the emergency and 
incidentals account, finding funding by the end of 2017 in order to secure the matching 
funds, determining where the funding should come from, and the importance of the 
museum. The lighthouse is one of our greatest marketing tools and worthy of an 
investment.  

A motion was made Councilor Meagher with second by Councilor Mihaly to make it 
happen and donate the $25,000. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; 
Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye. 
(Applause) 

Recess was called at 10:27 p.m. The Council was back in session at 10:34 p.m. 

B) Affirmation of Town Administrator’s recommendation for Tax Assessor;
review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White 
to affirm the appointment of Christine Brochu as Tax Assessor. President Trocki, Aye; 
Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; 
Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  

We are fortunate to have her in Jamestown. Welcome aboard, Ms. Brochu. 

C) Award of Bid:  Annual Financial Audit for FY 2017 - FY 2019 to Baxter
Dansereau & Associates for an amount not to exceed $120,080.00 as bid as
follows:

 Year 1  Year 2           Year 3   Total 
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$37,630.00           $41,225.00        $41,225.00     $120,080.00 
as recommended by Finance Director Christina D. Collins; review, 
discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

A motion was made by Councilor Mihaly with second by Councilor Meagher to award 
the bid to Baxter Dansereau & Associates. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President 
White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, 
Aye.  

Finance Director Collins explained the audit cost increases due to compliance with State 
law.  

X.       ORDINANCES AND APPOINTMENTS AND VACANCIES 

A) Appointments, Vacancies and Expiring Terms; review, discussion and/or
potential action and/or vote
1) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (Three vacancies with

three-year term ending dates of May 31, 2020 and One vacancy
with an unexpired three-year term ending date of May 31, 2018);
duly advertised; interviews conducted
a) Letter of interest for reappointment

i) Jerome Scott
b) Letters of interest for appointment

i) Job Toll
ii) Valerie Malloy
iii) Donna Andreozzi
iv) William Piva

Council members commented on the energy of the candidates. We should hold on the 
remaining appointment as Valerie Malloy was not interviewed and to see if there are other 
folks interested. Mr. Schadegg could also be considered. 

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White          
to nominate Job Toll, Donna Andreozzi, and Bill Piva to join the Committee. President 
Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   

2) Jamestown Conservation Commission (One vacancy with a three-
year unexpired term ending date of December 31, 2017); interview
conducted
a) Letter of interest for appointment

i) Kenneth Schadegg
Mr. Schadegg was energetic.  

A motion was made by Councilor Mihaly with second by Councilor Meagher to 
appoint Ken Schadegg to the Conservation Commission. President Trocki, Aye; Vice 
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President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
Mihaly, Aye.  

3) Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (One
vacancy with a three-year term ending date of December 31, 2019);
duly advertised; no applicants

There is still a vacancy, and advertising will continue. 

XI. CONSENT AGENDA
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical 
errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted 
upon separately. 

A motion was made by Councilor Dickinson with second by Councilor Mihaly              
to approve and accept the Consent Agenda. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President 
White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, 
Aye.   

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following: 
A) Adoption of Council Minutes

1) June 19, 2017 (regular session)
2) June 19, 2017 (executive meeting)

B) Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees
1) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (06/13/2017)

C) CRMC Notices
1) July 2017 Calendar

D) One Day Event/Entertainment License
1) Applicant: Saint Matthew’s Church

Event: Saint Matthew’s Church Annual Summer Fair 
Date: July 22, 2017 
Location: 87 Narragansett Avenue 

2) Applicant: Jacob Peterson
Event: Peterson Wedding 
Date: July 22, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

3) Applicant: Constance P. Rainone
Event: 80th Birthday Party 
Date: July 26, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

4) Applicant: Amanda Barone/International Dioxcide, Inc.
Event: Company Summer Party/Retirement Party 
Date: July 27, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

5) Applicant: Jamestown Yacht Club
Event: Fools’ Rules Regatta 
Date: August 12, 2017 
Location: East Ferry Beach 
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6) Applicant: Robin and Joe Yoffa
Event: Wedding 
Date: August 12, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

7) Applicant: Jamestown Striper Club
Event: Jamestown Striper Club Kid’s Fishing Derby 
Date: August 19, 2017 
Location: North Reservoir 

8) Applicant: Bonnie Hogan
Event: Wedding 
Date: September 9, 2017 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 

9) Applicant: Jon Mistowski
Event: 16th Annual Golf Tournament 
Date: September 10, 2017 
Location Jamestown Golf Course 

E) Finance Director’s Report

XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 

A motion was made by Councilor Dickinson with second by Councilor Meagher to 
receive the Communications. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; 
Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   

The Communications, Petitions and Proclamations received consists of the following: 
A) Communications

1) Letter of Ryan Miller of Latitude Yacht Brokerage re: concerns for
East Ferry Proposed Scheme 2

C) Resolutions and Proclamations from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns;
review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
1) Resolution of the Middletown Town Council Opposing Bills H 5475

and S 0481 “Acts Relating to Cities and Towns – Subdivision of
Land”

2) Resolution of the Cranston City Council in Support of Bill H 6204
“An Act Relating to Maintenance of Town Roads” and Urging
Passage by the General Assembly

B) Pole Petition  - removed from the agenda

XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS

A) Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association Lease extension and possible
negotiation (August)

B) Financial Town Meeting Rules and Procedures (September)
C) Review of Town, School and Combined Budgets and Warrant items

exceeding $50,000 through paper ballot, electronic ballot, FTM or
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Referendum (September) 
The Plastic Bag Ordinance will be added to the August agenda. 

XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town
Administration/Library Board of Trustees and Proposed Memorandum of
Understanding, pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 29-4, and
Section 422 of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances); review, discussion
and/or potential action and/or vote in executive session and/or open session

A motion was made by Councilor Dickinson with second by Vice President White       
to enter into Executive Session at 10:39 p.m. pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection 
(1) Personnel.   

Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel the following vote was taken: 
President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; 
Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  

The Town Council reconvened the regular meeting at 10:52 p.m. President Trocki 
announced that no votes were taken in the Executive Session.  

A motion was made by Vice President White with second by Councilor Meagher 
to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President 
White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, 
Aye.  

XIV.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White to 
adjourn. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; 
Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   

The Jamestown Town Council adjourned the regular meeting at 10:53 p.m. 

Attest: 

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk 

Copies to: Town Council 
Town Administrator 
Finance Director 
Town Solicitor 
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TOWN COUNCIL INTERVIEW SESSION 
July 17, 2017 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The interview session for the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 5:35 p.m. on 
Monday, July 17, 2017, in the Conference Room of the Jamestown Hall at 93 Narragansett 
Avenue.  

II. ROLL CALL

Town Council members present: 
Kristine S. Trocki, President 

Michael G. White, Vice President 
Mary E. Meagher 
Eugene B. Mihaly 

Town Council members absent: 
Blake A. Dickinson 

III. INTERVIEW SESSION

The following candidates were interviewed: 

Name  Committee/Commission 

Job Toll Affordable Housing 
Donna Andreozzi Affordable Housing 
Ken Schadegg  Conservation Commission 
Bill Piva Affordable Housing 

IV. ADJOURNMENT

Town Council interviews were concluded at 6:28 p.m. 

Attest: 

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk 

Copies to: Town Council 
Town Administrator 
Town Solicitor 
Finance Director 



JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, June 6, 2017 

The mission of the Jamestown Philomenian Library is to anticipate the needs of our island 
community and provide for people of all ages, relevant and appropriate library materials, services 
and centers for meeting and learning.  The library seeks to educate, inform, entertain and 
enlighten through traditional and new technologies. 

A. Call to order: roll call of members: Board Chair Sanborn called the meeting to order at 
5:02 p.m.  In attendance were: Peter Carson, Jennifer Cloud, Donna Fogarty, Christian 
Infantolino, Marianne Kirby, Mary Lou Sanborn, and Chris Walsh. 

Board member Carson made a motion to move to executive session at 5:03; seconded by Board 
member Kirby; motion passed unanimously. 

Motion out at executive session was made at 6:05 by Member Infantolino; seconded  Member 
Cloud;  motion passed unanimously; no votes in taken in executive session.  

B. Report of the chair: No Report 

C.   Consent Agenda: Board member Cloud  made a motion to accept consent agenda, seconded 
by board member Infantolino; motion passed unanimously. 

           D.   Friends of the Library report: No report.  The “Friends” annual meeting will be held on 
 Wednesday, June 7th.   

E.   Unfinished Business 

1. Board of Trustees sub-committees update:

a. Finance/Budget: No report.  Due to time constraints, this agenda item will
be deferred to the July meeting.



b. Policy: Due to time constraints, this agenda item will be deferred to the
July meeting.

c. Facilities: Member Sanborn reported new lights will be installed in Wright
Room by next meeting.

2. Library Renovation Project

a. Library Building Program Report: Members Cloud and Kirby to review
report   and make suggested revisions and send to Library Director.

b. Building Committee:  Estimated Project cost was presented to Board by
Chair Sanborn.  Several board members felt  $5.3M project would not be
acceptable to
Jamestown residents.  It was agreed that this was the figure to use as on the
December 9, 2017 schematic drawing.

c. Fundraising/Capital Campaign Committee/Public Relations: Members
Cloud  and Kirby to speak to PR person from ESC to move PR campaign 
forward. 

d. Project update: Chair Sanborn reported she presented to Town Council at
their May a revised timeline as approved at the LBOT May meeting

3. Board Process Review: Doing well.

4. Playground Renovation Committee:  Member Cloud reported committee met with
designer to review initial plan and next steps will entail design and budget review. 

5. 2017- 2018 Proposed Operational and CIP Budgets: both budgets were approved at
the annual FTM as part of the Town Budget.  Donna will get notified about State 
Grant in Aid  

6. Jamestown Philomenian Library Foundation: No report

7. Library Director Evaluation: Summary to be compiled by board member Kirby and
distributed to Board.  July Executive Session to discuss evaluation and review 
goals.  



  F. New Business:  None          

G.         Future Agenda Items: 
1. Letter to Town Council regarding LBOT vacancies
2. Annual review of Strategic Plan (October 2017)

 H.        Public Comment: none 

I.   Executive Session - The Library Board of Trustees may seek to go into Executive Session 
         to discuss the following item:  Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel - 
         Library Board of Trustees/Town of Jamestown Communication and Memorandum of  
         Understanding  

       A motion by board member Kirby to adjourn the open meeting and move into executive 
       session at 6:41 seconded by Member Walsh. The motion passed unanimously. 

       A motion was made by board member Infantolino to adjourn executive session and move 
       back into open meeting at 7:06; seconded by board member Kirby. The motion passed  
       unanimously. No votes were taken in executive session. 

J.  Adjournment:  A motion was made by board member Cloud to adjourn open meeting at 
    7:08; seconded by board member Kirby. The motion passed unanimously. 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday, July 11, 5:00. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marianne Kirby  
Secretary   



JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees 

June 20, 2017 Special Meeting Minutes 

A.  Call to order:  Vice Board chair Paul Housberg called the meeting to order at 5:06 PM.  In attendance 
were:  Jennifer Cloud, Paul Housberg, Christian Infantolino, Chris Walsh, Peter Carson and Donna 
Fogarty (library director). 

B.  Executive Session: Board member Cloud made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 
details of fundraising for the Library Renovation project, Board member Walsh seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  After a discussion of the topics at hand board member Carson made a motion to 
leave Executive Session at 5:42 PM.  Board member Housberg seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  A motion was made to enter back into regular session and it passed unanimously. 

C.  Regular Session:  After some discussion a motion was made by board member Carson, seconded by 
board member Infantolino, to proceed with hiring ESC of New England to move forward with phase two 
of their work, a revised feasibility study during the summer based on the list of contacts reviewed and 
agreed to in Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously. 

D. Adjourment:  A motion was made by board member Walsh, seconded by board member Infantolino 
to adjourn the meeting at 6:20PM.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Peter Carson 



JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

The mission of the Jamestown Philomenian Library is to anticipate the needs of our island 
community and provide for people of all ages, relevant and appropriate library materials, services 
and centers for meeting and learning.  The library seeks to educate, inform, entertain and 
enlighten through traditional and new technologies. 

A. Call to order: roll call of members: Board Chair Sanborn called the meeting to order at 
5:01 p.m.  In attendance were: Peter Carson, Jennifer Cloud, Christian Infantolino, Marianne 
Kirby,  and Mary Lou Sanborn. Chris Walsh arrived at 6:05. 

B. Report of the chair: Board chair Sanborn thanked board member Housberg for chairing last 
meeting and board member Carson for taking the minutes.  Library book sale going well; 
robust inventory.  

C.   Consent Agenda: Board member  Carson made a motion to accept consent agenda as 
presented, seconded by board member Housberg; motion passed unanimously.  Board members 
Kirby and Sanborn abstained from the approval of the June 20th meeting minutes. 

           D.   Friends of the Library report: A new board elected. First board meeting will take place 
         In August.  The Friends to meet in September. 

E.   Unfinished Business 
1. Board of Trustees sub-committees update:

a. Finance/Budget: Additional maintenance items and services have been placed
on the library budget recently. There is a need to transfer funds from LBOT 
Capital Campaign account to Trustees account to cover costs. There is some 
concern that these costs have shifted from town to library. Board member Carson 
made a motion to transfer $ 5000 from Capital Campaign account to Trustees for 
expenses, seconded by board member Housberg; motion passed unanimously. 

b. Policy: This was a third reading of Board Committee Principles.  Discussion
about item two and language that has been struck.  Board member Cloud made 
motion to accept revision, board member Infantolino seconded motion; motion 
passed unanimously. New policy to be introduced  

c. Facilities: Board chair Sanborn indicated the DPW Director Mike Gray has
been on vacation.  She will contact him and provide updates at the August
meeting.



2. Library Renovation Project

a. Library Building Change Report: First draft to be sent to LBOT to review;
second draft will be sent in two weeks. Board to discuss the two versions and then 
send to Kathryn Taylor and committee with suggestions and to review them for 
resubmission to LBOT. 

b. Building Committee:  No report.

c. Fundraising/Capital Campaign Committee/Public Relations:  Donor list and
ESC services to interview potential donors. Intent is to look to these donors
and survey to see if there is a willingness to support the project and at what
cost. Discussion of what cost should be vetted with the donors. The cost will
be the based on the last schematic design approved in December 2016 at a
cost of $5.3M.  Board member Housberg made a motion to approve the
Engagement Letter from ESC of New England dated July 10, 2017 with edits.
Board member Carson seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

Public Relations:  LBOT members were to talk to Jeff Boal to get some PR 
guidance. Board member Housberg suggested that we need to pursue other 
avenues and ESC representative. Board chair Sanborn will contact Karen 
Mellor to see if other libraries have used firms and who they maybe. Board 
member Carson will ask Tiverton if they engaged a PR firm. 

d. Project update:  Currently on track.

3. Board Process Review:  Board member Housberg shared that we need to be sure to
continue moving forward on policies.

4. Playground Renovation Committee:  Board member Cloud reported there is a meeting
on Friday; project has been broken down to three phases.

5. 2017- 2018 Proposed Operational and CIP Budgets:  Board chair Sanborn reported moving
forward on budget.  2016-2017 Operational budget came in slightly under budget.

6. Jamestown Philomenian Library Foundation:  Board chair Sanborn indicated the group
needs to begin to recruit additional board of director members. There will be a
meeting in the next several weeks.

7. Library Director Evaluation:  No Report

  F. New Business:
1. JPL Anniversary:  Board chair Sanborn to check if there is a JPL anniversary in

2018.  She mentioned it would be nice to tie in the anniversary and the Capital
Campaign.

2. Memorial gift: A memorial gift for Diane Wright’s husband will be discussed at
the August meeting.



 G.       Future Agenda Items: 
1. Letter to Town Council regarding LBOT vacancies
2. Annual review of Strategic Plan (October 2017)

 H.      Public Comment: Town Council member Meagher said that the MOU will be discussed in 
             executive session at July 17th meeting. 

I.   Executive Session - The Library Board of Trustees may seek to go into Executive Session 
         to discuss the following item:  Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel - 
         Library Board of Trustees/Town of Jamestown Communication and Memorandum of  
         Understanding  

       A motion by board member Member Kirby to adjourn the open meeting at 6:09 and move 
       into executive session, seconded by board member Housberg. The motion passed  
       unanimously. 

       A motion was made by board member Infantolino to adjourn executive session and  
       return to open meeting at 6:50, seconded by board member Carson. The motion passed 
       unanimously. No votes were taken in executive session.  

J.  Adjournment:  A motion was made by board member Kirby to adjourn open meeting at 
     6:52; seconded by board member Cloud.  The motion passed unanimously. 

     Date of next meeting: Tuesday, August 8, 5:00. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Marianne Kirby  
Secretary   



Approved As Amended 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

May 17, 2017 
7:30 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer  Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Andy Nota – Town Administrator 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 
Hali Beckman – Landscape Architect 
Bill Munger – Conanicut Marina 
Mike Ridge – Spinnakers 
Mark Liberati - Attorney 
Dan Cotta – PE - American Engineering 
Edward Avizinis – Wetland Biologist/Soil Scientist 
Joseph Pereira Jr. 

II. Approval of Minutes April 19th, 2017
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright seconded by Commissioner Cochran to accept
the minutes as written.  So unanimously voted.

III.  Correspondence
1. FYI – Memo to ZB – Earley – HGWTO Recommendation.  Received
2. FYI – Memo to ZB – Flanagan – HGWTO Recommendation.  Received
3. Letter – Final Approval Dutton.  Received

IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time

V.  Reports 



Planning Commission Minutes 
May 17, 2017 
Page 2 

1. Town Planner’s Report – Lisa Bryer said we have $75,000 for the zoning ordinance
update, we will contract with a consultant.  We will be reorganizing the zoning
ordinance starting with the village district in June.

2. Chairpersons report
3. Town Committees
4. Sub Committees

VI.  Old Business
1. East Ferry Improvement project – Development Plan Review and Approval within the

Jamestown Village Special Development District

Town Administrator Andy Nota made a presentation to the Planning Commission.  This has 
become a project when public works wanted to repair the sidewalks, repaving etc.  The town 
council wanted to look at the design options since this is the center of town.  They noted that if we 
are going to make changes, let’s do it now before we pave and put in new curbing.  We are still at 
the design stage and we would like to move this project to the next step. 

At the last meeting, the Planning Commission was tasked with looking at 3 options.  The town 
council preferred option 2 which moved the green to the waterfront.  The process started without 
full review from the Planning Commission since they needed to get the support of the Town 
Council first. 

When you look broadly at public use of the space they all felt the green space is very important 
even if it meant eliminating some parking.  Improving the experience for other users besides the 
businesses there was deemed important.  Can we make the parking experience better?  We 
engaged the public at the last meeting and got some initial perspective.  One of the towns 
challenges is to maintain the property.  This also went to the traffic committee initially.  The 
money for this project comes from the town waterfront leases.  This is a long term commitment 
that will last a lifetime and beyond.  We asked for the public perspective on those that use the lot 
daily.   

As a town center, ours is embarrassing.  The goal is to come together and create a town center to 
be proud of.  The town consultant Hali Beckman came back with this hybrid plan based on 
comments from the last meeting.  This will include seasonal greenspace.  The challenge was to 
combine the optimal plan and the hybrid together. 

Commissioner Swistak said Lisa noted at the last meeting and it is in the minutes that this is a 30 
year plus decision they are making and staff and the Town Council like the green being moved to 
the water.  Abutters said you cannot have cars stuck in the gauntlet waiting to turn around.  There 
could be a turn-around so can we do that even at the expense of losing a parking space or two 
Commissioner Swistak asked?  Andy Nota said he thinks we have ample room for a turn around. 
We have back-ups today and we will probably have them in the future too but if we provide a turn 
around, that will be greatly reduced once the culture changes based on design changes.  Swistak 
keeps going back to this original plan the council recommended and it is 1000 times better. Bryer 
said if you provide a space to turn around they will use it and she does not think we will even lose 
a space. 



Planning Commission Minutes 
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Commissioner Prestigiacomo asked if we could reverse the circulation through the lot.  We did 
talk about it, many times, and because the other exit would not be pedestrian friendly and had site 
distance issues to the south, they felt it was not as desirable.   The goal is to make the primary 
concern for the pedestrian while still accommodating the cars.  Commissioner Cochran said there 
is a parking problem down there now and with scheme 2 it’s a dead end and he is still concerned.  

Andy Nota said we as residents will get more out of this area in the off season.  Do we clean it up 
or can we make a modification for the better and add value to it? Commissioner Swistak said let’s 
say that after 3 weeks after its done we find that it is a nightmare will the town step up and hire a 
parking attendant? We could do that.  It is a conversation that has not happened yet.  Andy noted 
that the West Ferry marina owners felt that a parking attendant is worth their money to keep 
parking and circulation organized.  They have had a parking attendant for several years. It may be 
something that the business owners may want to discuss. 

Commissioner Pendlebury said the he would give up some of the green in the small island areas 
for more parking spaces if that works. 

Commissioner Smith wants to hear from the public.  Swistak said we are going back to the 
greenspace on the water with the caveat that the town can fix the turn around.  Bill Munger said he 
does not see how it is possible and confirmed that we are talking about a dedicated 3 point turn.  
Mike Ridge likes the eliminating the extra green so we can get a few extra spaces.  It could 
potentially work, he likes the plan with green down close to the water.  Everybody benefits from 
East Ferry parking.  Remember that Fed Ex Truck, UPS truck for drop offs will be pulling in the 
parking lot too.  Can the consultant take another look at scheme 2.  Commissioner Smith says he 
sees green on the plan but he sees brown there right now, will it be green or brown?  You will see 
some elements of 3A on this plan.  Hali Beckman said she knows there are plantings that will be 
survive; it will be native plantings and ornamental to tolerate the conditions. 

Commissioner Cochran suggests charging stations for electric vehicles.   Come back for the next 
meeting. 

VII. New Business
1. Robert Johnson – Plat 5, Lot 94 – Pole #7, Steamboat Street

High Ground Water Table Impervious Layer Overlay District –Zoning Ordinance
Section 82-314 Sub District A Review and Section 82-308 Setback Freshwater Wetlands
– Variance Requested for 95.1” where 150” is required – Recommendation to Zoning
Board

Attorney Mark Liberati representing Robert Johnson will present this application.  Dan Cotta is the 
engineer and Land Surveyor for the project. A motion was made to recognize Dan Cotta as an 
expert witness by Commissioner Pfeiffer and seconded by Commissioner Smith.  So unanimously 
voted. 

Edward Avizinis, certified professional wetland biologist and soil scientist working for Natural 
Resource Services is part of the team. A motion was made by Commissioner Pfeiffer and seconded 
by Commissioner Smith to accept him as an expert witness. 
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Mr. Liberati said the lot does not have the 150-ft. setback but they are in compliance with DEM 
rules and regulations.   

They are proposing an Adventex Septic system that provides the highest level of treatment.  Chair 
Swistak asked the applicants biologist what he thinks about our ordinance.  Mr. Avizini’s said he 
appreciates our ordinance and in other towns they do not have the restrictions that we have.  He 
has been to the site.  It is a saturated hydrology.  Conservation Commission has a copy of this and 
has had it for a month.  We have not had any correspondence from them. 

Did you apply for an updated permit from DEM?  He responded that he had but they do not have it 
back yet.  Swistak asked Wyatt Brochu if we can require it as a condition of approval.  We can and 
it is the applicants risk to proceed without it.  We can mention it in our motion.  The zoning board 
will look at our transmittal. 

A motion was made by Commission Swistak and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
At the May 17, 2017 Planning Commission meeting, the Planning Commission voted unanimously 
to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application Robert Johnson – 
Assessor’s Plat 5 Lot 94; being reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Section 308  - Setback to 
Freshwater Wetlands and Section 314 - High Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District 
Sub-district A in accordance with the plan entitled Town Submission for Robert Johnson, 
located at Pole #7 – Steamboat Street, Jamestown, RI Sheet 1 of 1.  Dated, 03/17/2017, by 
American Engineering, Inc., Daniel R. Cotta, Professional Engineer/Professional Land 
Surveyor, 400 South County Trail – Suite A 201, Exeter, Rhode Island 02822.  The 
recommendation for approval is based on the following findings of facts as amended: 

Findings of Fact Section 314 
The applicant is proposing a new 24’ x 30’ two-bedroom dwelling on a 7,200 square-foot lot.  
There is an off-site freshwater wetland located 95.1 feet from the proposed OWTS that has been 
permitted by RIDEM permit #0215-1512. 
1. Based on soil evaluation reports, the subject lot is in sub-district A of the High Groundwater

Table and Impervious Overlay District.
2. Plat 5 Lot 94 has an approved Advantex AX 20 to BSF OWTS which meets the advanced

treatment requirements of Zoning Ordinance Section 314.  This approved OWTS has been
approved at 95.1 feet from the delineated forested freshwater wetland.  This does not meet the
150-foot setback required in Zoning Ordinance Section 308 and will require a Variance.

3. The applicant’s representative Attorney Mark Liberati presented the project and and Edward J.
Avizinis, M.Sc., CPPS, PWS, Natural Resources Services, Inc. provided testimony before the
Planning Commission on 5/17/17 with regards to the proximity of wetland and the absence of
impact.

4. The site has a finding from RIDEM in 2005 that “there are no freshwater wetland regulated by
the DEM on or immediately adjacent to the subject property that would be altered by this
project”.  They have applied for a new determination from RIDEM that it remain under the
existing regulations jurisdiction.  This approval is forthcoming.
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5. Jamestown Engineer Jean Lambert provided correspondence to Lisa Bryer, Town Planner
dated April 27, 2017 regarding the Johnson application with respect to Zoning Section 308 and
314 (attached) which notes that, the proposal, in her professional judgement, meets the
requirements of Zoning Ordinance Section 314 as follows:

a. The proposed impervious cover is 10 percent.  The applicant meets the maximum
allowable impervious coverage limit of 10% as required.

b. The proposed 590 square foot, 339 cubic foot of storage rain garden provides treatment
for the 1” water quality volume and provides storage for runoff for a 10-year frequency
storm event as required.

c. The proposed Septi-Tech/BSF OWTS meets the advanced treatment requirements and a
two-bedroom deed restriction has been recorded in the Jamestown Land Evidence
Records (RIDEM permit #0215-1512).

Conditions of Approval 
1. The Operation and Maintenance (O & M) Plan (reproduced in 8.5” x 11” for the stormwater

mitigation (rain garden) shall be recorded in the Office of the Town Clerk with the Zoning
Approval and evidence of such shall be provided to the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  Erosion
and sediment controls must be installed at the downgradient limits of the site disturbance as
shown on the plan.

2. An erosion and sediment control permit will be required from the building official prior to
commencement of construction

3. An as-built plan should be provided depicting the house size, location, site grading and
location of the rain garden and OWTS offset from the wetlands and verifying the elevations
and grading shown on the proposed site plan.

4. The applicant must receive an updated finding from the RIDEM Wetland Division prior to
issuance of a building permit.

So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye Mick Cochran - Aye 
Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye Dana Prestigiacomo - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye 

2. Joseph Pereira Jr. – Plat 3 Lot 142 – 58 Dory Street.
High Ground Water Table Impervious Layer Overlay District –Zoning Ordinance
Section 82-314 Sub District A Review – Recommendation to Zoning Board

This is an existing house and they are reducing the amount of pervious coverage from 24% to 15% 
they are allowed 13%.  The applicant is gaining more usable space and also reducing the pervious 
coverage.  Commissioner Pfeiffer asked about the 2 car garage addition if it was a 1 car garage 
would it fit the 13%?  They are planning to put a master bedroom above the garage.  The existing 
garage is being moved over.  
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A discussion ensued regarding how much impervious area they will have.  It will be reduced by 
1200 sq. ft.  Commissioner Swistak asked “is it appropriate to say no additional additions or 
improvements if approved and you cannot come back unless you get to 13%.”  The commission 
agreed that seems unachievable but a condition stating that they cannot increase impervious cover 
unless approved by the Zoning Board is appropriate as part of the approval. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak and seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury to  
At the May 17, 2017 Planning Commission meeting, the Planning Commission voted unanimously 
to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application Joseph Pereira – 
Assessor’s Plat 3 Lot 142; being reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Section Section 314 - High 
Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District Sub-district A review in accordance with the 
plan entitled Town Submission for Joseph Pereira, located at 58 Dory Street, Jamestown, RI 
Sheet 1 of 1.  Dated, 04/24/2017, by American Engineering, Inc., Daniel R. Cotta, 
Professional Engineer/Professional Land Surveyor, 400 South County Trail – Suite A 201, 
Exeter, Rhode Island 02822.  The recommendation for approval is based on the following 
findings of facts as amended: 

Findings of Fact Section 314 
The applicant owns a 14,400-square foot lot with an existing dwelling, paved driveway, shed, 
walkways, well and three bedroom OWTS.  The applicant is proposing to construct an addition to 
the existing dwelling including a 168-square foot covered porch and a 576 square foot (744 s.f. 
total).  The existing paved walkway and driveway, concrete pads and a shed will be removed.  A 
pervious gravel driveway is proposed in its place.  The new walkway will use pervious pavers.   

6. Based on soil evaluation reports, the subject lot is in sub-district A of the High
Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District.

7. Plat 3 Lot 142 has an existing, AdvanTex AX-20 to Bottomless Sand Filter OWTS
(RIDEM permit number #1015-0056).  This system is now in compliance with the Town of
Jamestown inspection and maintenance regulations.

8. The existing impervious lot coverage for the subject lot is 24%.  This will be reduced to
15.5% with the proposed plan.  The maximum allowable impervious lot coverage for this
lot under Zoning Ordinance Section 314 is 13%.  This proposal will require a variance
proposed for exceeding the maximum of 13%.  This application requires a variance for
impervious coverage being over the allowed 13% as well as a special use permit under
Section 314.

9. The applicant’s representative Dan Cotta, PE, PLS, represented the applicant before the
Planning Commission on 4/3/17 with regards to proposed site changes, reduction in
impervious site cover and the proposed rain garden.

10. he impervious cover on site is being reduced from 3461 s.f. to 2233 s.f. The applicants
engineer has submitted a Water Volume Calculations Report dated April 25, 2017 which
addresses stormwater treatment by a 350-square foot, 188 cubic foot of storage rain garden
which provides water quality treatment and mitigation for the runoff associated with the
new impervious surfaces on the site.   The proposed BMP’s provides treatment for the 1”
water quality volume and provides storage for the runoff from a 10-year frequency storm.

11. Jamestown Engineer Jean Lambert provided correspondence to Chris Costa, Building
Official and Lisa Bryer, Town Planner dated April 27, 2017 regarding the Pereira



Planning Commission Minutes 
May 17, 2017 
Page 7 

application with respect to Zoning Section 314 (attached) which notes that, the proposal, in 
her professional judgement, except as noted above meets the requirements of the Ordinance 

Recommended Conditions of Approval 
5. A Special Use Permit for Section 314 and Variance for impervious coverage and exceeding

the maximum allowable impervious coverage of 2000 square feet are required from the
Zoning Board of Review. No future increase in total impervious cover is permitted on site
without further Zoning Board review and approval.

6. The Operation and Maintenance (O & M) Plan (reproduced in 8.5” x 11” for the
stormwater mitigation (rain garden) shall be recorded in the Office of the Town Clerk with
the Zoning Approval and evidence of such shall be provided to the Zoning Enforcement
Officer.

7. The OWTS must be inspected and maintained as required by the Town Onsite Wastewater
Management Ordinance and Program.

8. An As-built plan should be provided to the Building Official at the completion of
construction depicting the size and location of the garage addition, size and location of the
rain garden, and verifying the elevations and grading shown on the proposed site plan.
So unanimously voted:
Michael Swistak – Aye Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye Mick Cochran - Aye 
Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye Dana Prestigiacomo - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye

VIII. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by 
Commissioner Cochran.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest: 

Cinthia L. Reppe 
Planning Assistant 



Approved As Written 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

June 7, 2017 
7:30 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Bernie Pfeiffer 
Dana Prestigiacomo  Michael Smith 

Not present: Mick Cochran 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 

II. Approval of Minutes May 17th, 2017
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury to 
accept the minutes with the following changes: 
Page 2 under Town Planners Report: 
Lisa Bryer said we have $75,000 for the zoning ordinance update, we will contract with a 
consultant.  We will be reorganizing 
So unanimously voted. 

III.  Correspondence – nothing at this time

IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time

V.  Reports 
1. Town Planner’s Report – We will have elections of the officers at our next meeting in

June.  We will see if there are any new applications for the July 5, 2017 meeting 
otherwise we may cancel the meeting. 

2. Chairpersons report
3. Town Committees
4. Sub Committees

VI.  Old Business – nothing at this time
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VII. New Business
1. Scully/Resta – Plat 16, Lot 218 – 113 Frigate St.

High Ground Water Table Impervious Layer Overlay District –Zoning Ordinance Section 
82-314 Sub District A Review and Section 82-308 Setback Freshwater Wetlands  
Ms. Scully is representing herself. 

Ms. Scully purchased the property in December.  She is proposing to reduce the footprint 
and making it more compliant with the setbacks.  

It is a 2 bedroom they want to update the home and make it more energy efficient. They are 
being compliant with all the building regulations.  They will be adding a second level 
bedroom and no more than 2 bedrooms.   

Commissioner Pendlebury asked about the approval from DEM for the septic, this was a 
replacement of a cesspool so it is considered a repair.  The square footage of the home is 
being reduced.   

Commissioner Pfeiffer asked about a rain garden design and stormwater mitigation.  He 
explained because they are using the same footprint this is why they do not fall under 
section 308, Lisa Bryer said the ordinance does not require it. You can ask for the rain 
garden and mitigation of the stormwater.  

Commissioner Swistak said you are taking a non-conforming house and making it better 
this exempts them from a raingarden etc.  Commissioner Smith said if this house was not 
already there it would never be there.  DEM said if you have an existing system you can do 
it.  Commissioner Swistak asked if it was wet and they said no standing water on it now, it 
is damp. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak and seconded by Commissioner Enright  
to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application Christina Scully 
– Assessor’s Plat 16 Lot 218; being reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Section 314 - High
Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District Sub-district A review in accordance 
with the plan entitled Existing Site Plan (X1.1) and Proposed Site Plan (A1.1), located 
at 113 Frigate Street, Jamestown, RI.  Dated, 05/19/2017, by Jack Ryan – Architect, 
FAR Design, 22 Bianco Court, Providence, RI  02909, 401-749-1797.  The 
recommendation for approval is based on the following findings of facts: 

Findings of Fact Section 314 
1. The applicant owns a 8,385-square foot lot with an existing dwelling, un-paved driveway,

shed, well and a two bedroom OWTS.  The applicant is proposing to re-construct the existing 
house and reconfigure a portion of the house to comply with zoning setbacks on the west side 
of the lot.  A pervious gravel driveway is proposed in place of the existing pervious 
driveway.   

2. Based on soil evaluation reports, the subject lot is in sub-district A of the High Groundwater
Table and Impervious Overlay District. 

3. The OWTS on Plat 16 Lot 218 was recently replaced as part of the Town cesspool phase-out
program. The OWTS system has advanced treatment (RIDEM permit number #1715-0110).  



Planning Commission Minutes 
June 7, 2017 
Page 3 

4. The proposed house will have a 902 square foot footprint with a 103 square foot existing
shed and a 10 square foot well house.  The total impervious cover is 1015, or 12.1% of the
lot.

5. The applicant Christina Scully, represented herself before the Planning Commission on
6/7/17 with regards to the above referenced application.

6. The proposed impervious cover has been reduced by 24 square feet from existing conditions.
The applicant has not proposed stormwater mitigation since the impervious cover has
decreased.

7. Jamestown Engineer Jean Lambert provided correspondence to Chris Costa, Building
Official and Lisa Bryer, Town Planner dated June 1, 2017 regarding the Scully application
with respect to Zoning Section 314 (attached) which notes that, the proposal, in her
professional judgement, except as noted above meets the requirements of the Ordinance

Recommended Conditions of Approval 
1. A Special Use Permit for Section 314 and Variance for impervious coverage are required

from the Zoning Board of Review as well as a variance for exceeding the 9% lot coverage;
2. The OWTS must be inspected and maintained as required by the Town Onsite Wastewater

Management Ordinance and Program.
3. An As-built plan shall be provided to the Building Official at the completion of

construction depicting the size and location of the house footprint, and verifying the
elevations and grading.

4. The site plan shall be amended to reflect accurate adjacent lot numbers.
5. The approval is based on reconstruction of the existing well in accordance with the existing

site plan X1.1, and the proposed site plan A1.1.

So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye 
Dana Prestigiacomo - Aye Michael Smith - Aye 

2. Discussion of Marijuana Regulation and Potential Moratorium
a. Review of Presentation to Town Council by Assistant Attorney General Joee M.

Lindbeck regarding Legislation and Policy Unit Marijuana in Rhode Island
b. Discussion of recommendation to Town Council regarding a Moratorium to allow the

Planning Commission to draft regulations.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer said she has had discussions internally based on existing state laws. This 
issue needs to be addressed and they want a stay on applications until they get some regulations for 
retail sales and cultivation.  She has a presentation that was given to the town council if they want 
to watch it.  All they are asking for right now is simply asking the town council for a hold/stay. 

Town Solicitor Wyatt Brochu said the state is talking about cultivating for medical marijuana.  Our 
use table does not list marijuana cultivation the state says you cannot say it is not allowed.  Our 
ordinance allows agriculture in residential so should this be allowed?  Lighting, security concerns 
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comings and goings, is this a traditional agricultural use?  Various cities and towns are 
approaching this in different ways.  It is going in 2 different directions, some are using the mills 
some are saying it is not appropriate in a mill.  Our ordinance does not address this right now.  
This is similar to the vineyard discussion on Beavertail, Mr. Brochu said.  The town wants to look 
at this and then decide what type of regulation do we want for this.  We would like to put a 
temporary moratorium in place. 
Commissioner Swistak said the proposed law seems to take away our ability to regulate.  Is it true 
that if we come to a conclusion on how we want to regulate this and it disagrees with the state law 
we will not be able to enforce it?   Is this use agriculture? Is the Department of Business 
Regulation licensing these propositions?  We have to look to see where it fits?  Is it agriculture? 
Commissioner Pendlebury said when you are growing grapes its allowed and you produce a 
regulated product is this the same thing?  This was the issue on Beavertail with the vineyard and 
winery.  There is nothing in our regulations right now, no special use permit regulation to base this 
on. 

Commissioner Smith said this discussion is based on a law that does not exist.  The cultivator 
license determines how much you can grow.  He thinks the law will be written to favor 6-10 huge 
conglomerates. 

Lisa Bryer said we need time to look at this that is why we need the moratorium.  Even in 
Colorado 68% of towns there do not allow it. 

Moratorium’s are traditionally for 6 months, in the past we have extended them.  It is desirable to 
get it done as quickly as possible. 
We vote and recommend to the council and they put it on their agenda.   

Mr. Brochu said personally he attended a presentation with the Jamestown Police Department,  he 
left the presentation a bit scared.  They are tailoring the drugs now and they are processing it to 
increase the THC level and it is powerful stuff now.  It is not the marijuana of years ago.  

We will be talking about policy first.  We can put regulations together.  Commissioner Pendlebury 
pointed out that we did not ask this question in the Comprehensive Community Plan.  We will vet 
this first before it gets to the council.  We can ask them their opinion first.  Commissioner 
Pendlebury said this has a lot to do with quality of life in our residential area.  It can cause light 
pollution, noise pollution from the fans. How do we ensure that it does not get out of hand.  
Commissioner Pendlebury is curious as to where the feds are on this. Commissioner Smith said it 
is here now we have to figure out how to regulate it.  Commissioner Enright said the state is not 
required to enforce federal law. 

Commissioner Enright asked has anyone asked about this yet?  Yes we have had an application for 
a cultivators license with a Jamestown address.   

Should the moratorium include retail and growing?  Yes, it should cover everything Ms. Bryer 
said. 

Commissioner Swistak made a motion to recommend to the town council a 6 month moratorium 
on any permitting regarding marijuana cultivation, processing and distribution too allow the 
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planning commission time to review the current ordinances and regulation and determine if any 
additional amendments should be made, and also authorize the Town Planner to send a memo to 
the town council. Commissioner Pfeiffer seconded the motion.   So unanimously voted. 

VIII. Adjournment

A motion was made by Commissioner Pfeiffer and seconded by Commissioner Enright to adjourn 
at 9:05 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest: 

Cinthia L. Reppe 



Approved As Written 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

June 21, 2017 
7:30 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran – arrived at 8:00 p.m. 
Bernie Pfeiffer  Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer – AICP – Town Planner 
Andy Nota – Town Administrator 
Michael Gray – Public Works Director 
Hali Beckman – Landscape Architect 
Marilyn Munger – Conanicut Marine 
Ron Ratcliff 
Rob Packer – Conanicut Marine 
Bill Munger – Conanicut Marine 
Mike Ridge – Spinnakers 
Bill Wilson – Grapes & Gourmet 
Jack Brittain 
Mary Brittain 
Charlie Petit 
Arlene Petit 
Bruce Dickenson 

II. Approval of Minutes June 7th, 2017
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Smith to accept the 
minutes as written.  So unanimously voted. 

III.  Correspondence
1. FYI – Administrative Subdivision – Mecca/Cameron – Plat 9 Lots 249 & 570.  Received
2. FYI – Memo to Zoning Board – Recommendation HGWTO Scully 113 Frigate.  Received

IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time
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V.  Reports 

1. Town Planner’s Report 
2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 

 
VI.  Old Business 

1. East Ferry Improvement project – Development Plan Review and Approval within the 
Jamestown Village Special Development District 
 
Commissioner Swistak brought the audience up to date on this project.  DPR is the 
Planning Commissions purview, parking and landscaping are under the planning 
commission purview.  This did not have to come before planning but Town Administrator 
Andy Nota and the town council decided it could go to planning.  There will be a 
recommendation to the town council after this meeting whether it be positive or negative.  
We do not make a decision, this is up to the town council.  This has been before the 
planning commission for the 3rd time.  The goal of the staff making East Ferry better.  
Public discussion is important and he appreciates all the effort that staff has put in for this.  
Let’s remember we are all on the same team here. 
 
Town Planner Lisa Bryer said it is very important to have everyone’s input.  We had a 
meeting April 19, May 7 and a TRC meeting on Friday June 19th.  The Planning 
Commission was concerned about circulation in the plan that the town council chose.  At 
the next meeting they decided to look at the plan the town council originally wanted and 
the staff and consultant Hali Beckman sat down to address the issues that came up at the 
April 19th meeting. 
 
Lisa Bryer invited the public up to look at the full size plans.  She explained the latest plan 
and the turn arounds, these changes were made based on comments from the last meeting.  
We were able to narrow some of the green to get more spaces.  Today there are 46 spaces 
with the new plan there are 47 spaces.  There is a loading space and also a turn around 
space.  Staff met with the fire department to make sure that they have adequate safety in 
place.  The fire department may re-evaluate their practices by bringing in just the rescue 
truck.  We have 2 handicap spaces we joined together next to the walkway so there is more 
room.  We added bike racks and landscaping has been added.  This hybrid plan is an 
alternative favored by the town council and planning commission.    
 
We received correspondence from the condo association and there were 2 items we made 
changes to that she just mentioned regarding the parking and turn arounds.  She pointed out 
the difference in the configurations. Ms. Bryer went over the points on Bill Mungers letter.  
Parking space wise they are exactly the same. 
 
Andy Nota said the turn on the left there are basic parking lot standards applied to this plan.  
24 ft. on the entrance all the way through 24 feet wide more then 12 feet for the other car to 
come through.  Andy said they would like to relocate the pump building, they will be 
looking to relocate this in the future.  This will be an added benefit in the future and create 
more space.  
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Can we connect the 2 pedestrian ways to show that it is a pedestrian zone?  Yes we can.  
What is the dimension for the parking lot today? 60 feet?  Currently it is 62 feet curb to 
curb. 

Marilyn Munger 10 Knowles ct. – loading and unloading why do we want to move it 
further away then where it is now.  Minor concession.  It will still function the same way.  
Make downtown better.  We are creating space for the public currently it does not serve as 
a public space this will create more public use.  Currently it is not user friendly for the 
public.  It benefits the residents, those eating ice cream and just walking through town.   

Rob Packer Pennsylvania Ave. – how long does it take to unload a car he says it is 30 
minutes to unload.  There will be a problem he said because they are all blocking each 
other in.  He says How can you account for cars and loading in this small area?  He 
mentioned he spoke to people that sit in their cars and look at the water.  

Andy Nota said the problems we have today are the same as the new plan.  He sat at TRC 
and was listening to that same statement.  He sees the same thing happening now.  What 
are the real issues?  He is having trouble reconciling.  Based on Planning Commission 
request.   

Ron Ratcliff – 23 Ship St. - asked where is the traffic study?  The traffic committee looked 
at this, this is not a plan that was formulated in the office.  He said Bill Mungers letter is 
from his years of experience.  This is not just a commercial property it is used by many 
interest groups, we are trying to find the sweet spot.  Trying to get through the peak 
weekends, this design is based on engineering standards for width and parking spaces for 
depth.  Can we get used to the change?  Yes we can eventually.  
Ron Ratcliff said businesses don’t like it, residents downtown don’t like it.  Public access is 
more important?   
Andy Nota said, So far this is the biggest group of people to show up.  Usually it is a half 
dozen at most that have been here on this issue.  The small group does all the work there is 
a much broader commitment to the people in this community.  Most people will not come 
to a meeting and that is why staff needs to do their due diligence.   

This is a tough discussion.  Local Jamestown press he said the letters to the editor are 
against.  Looking at it cost wise everyone down there are against it.  9 months out of the 
year it will not be.  Andy Nota, This is not using tax dollars it is funds available to the 
town.  Town was just awarded 65K in a grant 20% of project was funded by the state.  
Some people would rather see it as a tax credit.  Andy personally is embarrassed by the 
way in which it looks currently. We have staff efficient in doing a lot of the work 
ourselves. 

Commissioner Swistak said the town came to the planning commission and showed us 3 
options, 4 out of 7 said they liked the green on the water.  That night based on traffic 
commission review we had to go with original, they asked town to go back and make 
everyone happy looking for compromise from all the people that don’t like it. 
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Jack Brittain – 14 Clinton Ave. – He does a lot of service work down on the docks now it is 
congested if there is a delivery truck or a van parked down there you can’t see. 

 Leave it the way it is. 
Charlie Petit – 28 Bryer – For all the handicap people when they go to the ferry Arlene can 
drop him off currently, the new plan is more difficult. Where is the tree going to go for 
Christmas.  He is against the plan for handicap reasons. 

Arlene Petit – echoing Charlies concern there are a lot of people that are handicap and it is 
going to be more difficult.  Who is giving us money? She was answered Department of 
Commerce. 

Bill Munger – Conanicut Marina – Carol Hopkins was going to come tonight.  Used a lot 
by racers too.  Racers have a lot of gear to load and unload. 
Founder and president of Conanicut Marine.  Been at the site for 40 years.  He has 
witnessed this area function for a long time and he is very familiar with this. Currently 
there is a mix of 15 min, 30 min and no more than 2 hours.  Boaters can touch and go but 
they cannot hang around.  Most of his customers go to the boatyard, they are careful about 
that because they want their customers to spend money downtown.  Bill went through all 
the pictures he handed out tonight.  He went through picture by picture to explain the 
different deliveries.  He then read his letter and thinks that scheme 2 would be a foolish 
choice and he thinks a traffic study should be done before a decision is made.  He said if I 
was sitting in your chair I would want to know how we can accommodate those people that 
want to use it. He went through his letter step by step. 
40 years ago10 moorings and 30 now we are up to 500 moorings probably not more 
moorings added.  People are still going to want to get to the bay, we need to accommodate 
that growth going forward.  He suggests that the planning commission reject scheme 2, it is 
pretty but we need something that works.  He would like a traffic study and thinks it is 
foolish to do this without.  We do not want to be stuck with it. 

Bruce Dickenson – 41 Arnold Ave. – he uses the touch and go a lot, he gets making it more 
beautiful and the embarrassment.  Look at Fort Getty we didn’t change it much but made it 
better he thinks the flow line will be bad. 

Bill Wilson – Grapes and Gourmet he signed petition against the new plan, his concerns are 
safety issues in the parking lot. 

Bill Munger – if someone has a vehicle longer than 18 feet it slows it down.  There is 
always service work that needs to be done on the vessels.  He does not see this as a touch 
and go operation. 

Jack Brittain – the area needs a manicure he thinks it will create unimaginable problems he 
thinks we can achieve both.  He hopes the Planning Commission takes into account the 
consideration for all handicap people.  Any storm you will be replacing the bushes.  He is 
down there 3-4 times a week doing work he thinks this will be impossible. 

Andy Nota – appreciates all the comments and the acknowledgement that went into this 
plan, when we are done someday with this whatever is finished it will be nice.  Leadership 
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is tough because you have to make hard decisions.  Handful of users that have been 
represented here tonight, there are more users there that is why it was brought to the 
Planning Commission. The town is not engaged so whatever improvement is made they see 
as better.  He disagrees with some of the comments made, the parking spaces have not been 
reduced.  Before we leave tonight lets agree to how many spaces there are.  There are 46 
today and what you have before you tonight is 47 spaces.  He does not understand how 
they can say it is a reduction.  Beyond this we have come with existing plans both this plan 
and the existing.  This is not trying to make it harder for the businesses.  He disagrees with 
the comment the it is taking away handicap accessibility we are improving and enhancing 
it.  We have had to make some modifications in the last few years regarding handicap 
spaces.  One bone of contention is the long fairway.  He doesn’t know what is going to 
happen.  Is there going to be congestion on the weekends?  It is now.  Bill Munger and this 
room is saying this plan is not functional it is beautiful but not functional. 

Andy Nota said there are lots of deliveries and customers and residents.  We are vetting this 
to look at traffic.  What doesn’t come to us is businesses that modify things without coming 
to us and those things will also effect and influence flow here to the apex of what we are 
talking about, for instance increased ferry service.  Which Andy hopes they get.  We want 
our businesses to be successful.   
Arlene Petit said you are getting a view of what happens everyday there.  The big trucks 
that go in there will hinder the parking and flow this is what the business owners are talking 
about.  She says it affects the flow of the businesses. Lisa said it cannot be handled now 
and it wont be then either.  Service people like a furnace guy it is a bigger truck.  Today it 
accommodates. 

Ron Ratcliff - you guys have a very difficult decision to make beautify or make it more 
functional?  Comes down to why should we do this?  To beautify it or make it more 
functional what criteria did you use? 

Rob Packer said if you do change the existing layout please put enough money aside to put 
it back. 

Mary Brittain – have you gotten any letters from people in support of this? 

Commissioner Smith said things have changed we used to have a reporter here at every 
meeting and they don’t anymore.  He is impressed with this turn out. 

Mike Ridge – Spinnakers – he has the most to gain from this new plan he is scared of this 
new plan, guessing on the traffic part a traffic study would be beneficial here.  He thinks 
the general public cares but most of which is negative is what he has heard.  Going forward 
with additional information.  He thinks a traffic study would be a way for concrete 
information.  One of the plans had a reduction in parking spaces that he is against. 
Commissioner Swistak asked are you ready Andy and Lisa for a vote?  Andy said we have 
presented a number of plans 1,2,3 a bit of a hybrid.  There is nothing else we can offer you.  
Whatever decision you make you send to the town council and they make.  Findings of fact 
need to be done.    
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The town council has chosen to have a meeting July 17 or Aug 21.  If we wrap it up 
Wednesday July 5th we can get it to the council for their July 17 meeting.   

We are hoping to get some asphalt curbing work done this fall. Andy how anxious are you 
that if this does not work and it would cause a big problem, option would be to staff it and 
make it work on the key short term time periods to provide a control mechanism if it does 
not work.  It is getting so busy down there now, we are a victim of our own success Dutch 
Harbor decided they need a parking attendant and even if we do not do anything we may 
need that anyway.  Munger says no matter how busy it gets this is not something staff can 
fix.  Half of the parking spaces are on a dead end street.  This does not need to be so 
complicated because it already works. 

We will not be able to come up with it tonight.  We will give a commitment as it stands 
today. 
Commissioner Swistak wants a quick vote tonight. 
Cochran – parking and traffic flow down there is not perfect it is terrible, he goes down for 
many reasons there is lots of illegal parking down there now, the drop off is illegal.   There 
is a parking and a traffic flow issue there.  He is confident that Ms. Beckman can make 
either plan more beautiful.  Traffic and illegal parking is an issue that the town needs to 
take care of.  The parking situation downtown can be a problem.  Most of the boat yards in 
town provide parking for their customers.  Service vehicles he does not know what they are 
taking off their trucks to fix something on a boat.  Fire lane is plenty big for safety.  He is 
good with either plan.  He likes the beautification.  Scheme 3(reduction of parking spaces 
not actually reduction) 

Pfeiffer – seriously consider the safety aspects, creates safety issues.  He has concerns with 
the plan on the left.  He would like to see the existing configuration. 

Prestigiacomo – firm believer in data, is the traffic study doable  in the time frame she can 
see either plan she says the one on the right can be prettier but wants the traffic study. 
He would only recommend the traffic study only be done if you are leaning towards 
scheme 1, based on that Dana leans towards existing configuration. 

Smith – involved in this property since 1953, he likes the existing configuration but would 
like to see existing plan with plantings. 

Enright– came tonight thinking about the problems of the parking.  Green space is green 
space she has a problem with plan 3 will it be that much more attractive.  She would like to 
see more benches.  One of the things she hears at the deli is the money aspect and the town 
need to let the population know that the money is the same.  She likes the current 
configuration. 
Pendlebury – He thinks that if you polled everyone in town you would have everyone say it 
is a problem now so we have to look at it as a resource, it is access to the bay is also getting 
close to the water too, it is pedestrian space in addition to car space.  Safe areas and 
graciousness, what we have right now is.  He thinks there needs to be a green connection 
Jack Brittain said 5 feet he says 10-12 feet.  He likes to have the green on the water but if 
he put a dead end street in a parking lot it is too much pressure on the driver, he thinks dead 
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end street has become too long. If we lose a parking space but we can make it more 
beautiful we have to live with it.  He is not in favor of keeping the existing scheme the way 
it is but not in favor of Scheme 3.  We may have to lose a space to have the green on the 
waterfront. 

Swistak – He is completely frustrated that we cannot have the green on the left.  Can we go 
back and look at widening the green space on the water side by a little scheme 3A 
Lisa said 3 A you cannot be sitting at a bench and have a car right behind you. The green 
space you are trying to create has another barrier.  Low barrier Duncan said we are trying 
to come up with a compromise through out Scheme 3 and end up with nothing.  There is 
not pedestrian connection.  We presented that to you prior.  The green space you are trying 
to create is going to be narrow and a barrier. 

Smith likes existing if we can make the sidewalk more user friendly he would rather 
enhance it. 

Kathy Brown 72 North Rd. – she does not walk on the grass anyplace on the lawn.  People 
don’t pay any attention to it. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak to ask Andy Nota and staff to come back to 
our meeting on July 5th or July 12th with the last iteration of the existing configuration 
Scheme 3 creating a more pedestrian friendly space on the waterfront and seasonal 
plantings.  Commissioner Pfeiffer seconded the motion.   

Hali said one of the things brought up, we are taking this whole area and making this 
accessible for the whole town.  One of the considerations talking about handicap 
accessible, it is more handicap accessible and also more pedestrian friendly.  

So unanimously voted. 

Commissioner Swistak asked if we should have a meeting on July 5th or find an alternate 
location for July 12th.  Planning Commission said July 5th is fine. 

VII. New Business – nothing at this time

VIII. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to adjourn 
at 10:30 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest: 

Cinthia L. Reppe 



Approved As Written 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

July 5, 2017 
7:30 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer  Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Andy Nota – Town Administrator 
Hali Beckman – Landscape Architect 
Bill Munger – Conanicut Marine Services 
Marilyn Munger – Conanicut Marine Services 
Donald Richardson 
Chris Powell 
Blake Dickinson 
Nancy Semco 

II. Approval of Minutes June 21, 2017
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
accept the minutes as written. So unanimously voted. 

III.  Correspondence – nothing at this time

IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time

V.  Reports 
1. Town Planner’s Report
2. Chairpersons report
3. Town Committees
4. Sub Committees
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VI.  Old Business
1. East Ferry Improvement project – Development Plan Review and Approval within

the Jamestown Village Special Development District – Recommendation to the
Town Council

Lisa Bryer Town Planner told the audience this is the 4th Planning Commission meeting 
discussing East Ferry.  She discussed the three schemes that we have reviewed over that time and 
we are now back to scheme 3, the hybrid scheme that the planning commission asked for at the 
last meeting but was never really reviewed because you favored the green on the water at the 
time.  She will go over the general changes to that plan based on comments from that meeting.  

The green has been moved back to Conanicus Avenue side, the sidewalk is 8 feet with a 4-foot 
green area including benches with a wooden guardrail at the edge of the parking area and they 
have added tire stops.  The guardrail and tire stops will be for safety of those in benches and on 
sidewalk.  There will be stone walls and the crosswalks.  The “fly-by drop off” is still there and 
the crosswalks will also serve that purpose. They talked about moving the pumphouse later and 
that will provide another loading/unloading space and a permanent turn around was added.  
Another space was gained by taking away a bit of the green area on the left when you enter the 
parking area.  Two bike racks were added in the veteran’s square area.  The plan shows a 22-foot 
isle width and it should be 24 feet so this will be changed. It was never intended to be 22 feet.   

Commissioner Cochran asked about the handicap access.  Lisa responded that it is at grade 
towards the end of the pier and handicap accessible.  Today and with the proposed plans there 
are 30-minute drop offs and there will be a permanent space for a turnaround also. 

Commissioner Pendlebury asked about the benches facing the street; can we reverse those?  Hali 
Beckmann our consultant on this project said the wall is a high wall for people to sit.  Additional 
benches can be put there. 

Commissioner Smith said the existing distance from curb to curb is 64 feet and the reduction is 4 
feet to 60 feet.  He would like to see it the same.  Bryer noted that the proposed 24-foot isle 
width meets code for a two-way parking isle and this will only be one way.  She pointed out 
where if the isle was expanded that we would possibly loose a space or there would be no buffer 
between the parking spaces and the sidewalk along Conanicus Avenue.  This will not meet code.  
They will look at the possibility of widening the isle width again. 

We looked at two scenarios of angled parking since it was discussed at the last meeting; 60% and 
45% angled parking.  In both scenarios spaces would be lost, 4 and 6 respectively.   

Bill Munger – Conanicut Marine Services – he is thrilled at what he is seeing in terms of the new 
plan and said we are headed in right direction.  Going back to scheme 2 there was a petition to 
the town council that he gathered signatures on.  They respectfully request that we go back to the 
original which is the way it is now and avoid scheme 2.  He gathered 128 signatures and that will 
be forwarded to the town council.  Mr. Munger presented additional pictures of the parking area.  
He can support this plan and would like to refine it at the seaward end. Commissioner Swistak 
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thanked him for the photos.  Also, he created a petition on the Conanicut Marina website and he 
read the petition.  167 people online responded to petition from CMS. 

Chris Powell – started town Christmas tree 20 years ago and he reviewed scheme 2.  He handed 
out a letter addressing the scheme 2 plan.  Moving trees and green things to the saltwater is not a 
good idea.  

Donald Richardson – 12 Davis St. - it looks to him like the planning board is re-inventing the 
wheel.  The plan before you today is the same as it currently exists.  Sidewalk is wider now on 
the waterfront.  Will Andy and staff will take care of this?  How much is it going to cost the 
taxpayers to do this? 

Andy Nota – Town Administrator - we are looking at natural native species that require little 
effort and making it maintenance friendly without out much watering over time.  We feel 
comfortable in making minimal changes and at the same time make it more attractive and 
pedestrian friendly.  Hali Beckman has picked out plantings that will need minimal care. 

Andy Nota asked Mr. Richardson if he waters the grass on Bayview Dr. and Andy noted that it 
still remains green most of the summer even though it is cut very short?   

Bruce Dickinson – 18 Mount Hope Ave. – He drives around the square every day.  As a 
consumer in the town you usually drop off people if you cannot find a space.  People are cutting 
through.  Narragansett Ave. seems much narrower since it was redone, it could be a perception 
but he thinks the town should not be proud of that project.  He thinks this is typical form over 
function.  Is this a real goal?  If this is parking lot is shrunk we will be pushing people into the 
neighborhoods to park.  He is asking as a Jamestowner please do not from a traffic perspective, 
not to make it narrower. 

Commissioner Swistak said we are gaining 1 parking space not reducing it.   If you look at this 
plan there are 47 spaces and if we do not need the turnaround we can gain another.   

Marilyn Munger – 20 Knowles Court. – currently right now what is the width of the parking lot? 
64’ currently and 60’ proposed.  She objected to that.  She wants to maintain the ability of trucks 
to park in the fire lane and at the corner of that space (the “fly by parking space”).  She wanted to 
know what would happen if people parked there.  Bryer noted that if they were parked illegally, 
they may be ticketed now and after this is reconstructed.  She noted that people’s bumpers hang 
over the sidewalk now and she feels that is necessary in order to accommodate the isle space.  
Bryer referred to the photographs that were handed out by Munger, showing that there is ample 
isle width and people do not have to pull over the sidewalk.  Commissioner Pendlebury said we 
should not be designing parking lots for the worst-case scenario; the extended cab and extended 
bed pickup truck or the service vehicle.  They may have to find a more accommodating spot 
since all spaces are designed with the same dimension all over the world.  They should not be 
parking illegally this way and they are doing it because there are no tire stops and it is unsafe and 
does not provide the type of walking environment that we want to be presenting.  
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Peter Gadoury – Weeden Lane - parking spaces on Conanicus Ave. they are not marked can we 
mark them. 

Bill Munger – He said we are losing spaces, todays count he said there are 50 today Andy Nota 
showed him that there are still the same amount of spaces and we are saying the same thing.  
Andy stated again that we are not losing spaces. 

Tom Gadoury – 1 Sail St. – if you have the tire stop and wooden guard rail on either side you 
lose more than what the proposed plan is showing. 

Commissioner Pendlebury said he noted in the last meeting that if this space is to be successful 
for everybody there needs to be compromise which means you cannot have it exactly the way 
you want it.  We all have to compromise.  We do not want to encourage people to go at a fast 
pace through there.  Everybody has a right to use the water front, not just cars, and we need to 
make some changes, minor changes.  It is a compromise.  Everyone sitting up here would like 
more green on the water but he is willing to compromise for everyone’s use.  24 feet is 
substantial for 1-way traffic.  People will adapt and use it.  Let’s make some improvements and 
broaden the user group.  Subdivision regs require 23 feet for 2-way traffic, we have more than 
that. He apologized for being tense.   

Commissioner Enright said the curbstop is not going to change it by that much. 

Commissioner Cochran asked about the east to west part of the parking lot, it is 60 feet across.  
The one-way issue is important to make.  He asked Mr. Munger, is there a reason why those 
service vehicles cannot park on the concrete pier?  Mr. Munger said it is quite a hike for a service 
person with tools.   

Gary Girard – Seaside Dr. – eliminate the benches and you will have more parking. 

Commissioner Enright said we would like the benches and some green space on the waterside. 
She watches from the Deli how the people circulate at the waterfront from Memorial Square and 
we are hoping to connect those 2 spaces.  Currently people feel they are walking through a 
parking lot because of the way the cars park over the sidewalk.   People do not walk that piece of 
property (the green).  The idea was to bring the waterfront into a single green unit, not just cars 
and not just people. We have taken what we can from the square.  The whole point was to 
increase the pedestrian friendliness of the area. 

Anita Girard - Seaside Dr.– she wants feedback she obtained 64 of the signatures, leave it alone 
and repair what needs to be repaired she said that is what the 64 people told her. 

Nancy Semco – Gondola – Can I make that turn when I come into the parking lot still? Yes 
Commissioner Swistak said it has not changed in fact it is the turning radius for a city bus.  

Donna Wood – 51 Southwest Ave – reiterate what Anita Girard said and many of the people 
have said leave it the way it is, if it’s not broke don’t fix it.  Make it more handicap accessible.  
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Blake Dickinson- length of the parking lot and width this Bay View Dr. is easily 2 lanes when 
people access the Bay Voyage.  I implore you to not change the functional aspects of this parking 
lot. 

Donald Richardson – there is an electric car space.  Why do we need that space for just electric 
cars?  There is one at the Bridge and Turnpike Authority, they can use that.  Swistak said it is a 
smaller space so it would be compact anyway and we have to plan for the future.  We will be 
looking for a grant to make it an electric car only space.   

Tom Gadoury – he sees Caito park to get his lunch or coffee and he will not be able to with big 
vehicles. 

Commissioner Pendlebury said it seems to him that if we compromise can we slide the west curb 
4 feet to the west.  Bumpers will stay within the curbline.  Compromise on the plan from the 
vegetation. 

Donna Wood – curb stops has anyone talked about how they would navigate snow removal 
during the winter months? 

Lisa Bryer said there are some devices now that are roll out that could be used but you do not 
need to plow behind the wheel stops. 

Nancy Semco asked about moving it west. 

Commissioner Enright – is interested in the historic signage down there.  She would like a sign 
that talks about the original east ferry boats. 

Commissioner Swistak made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
recommend to the Town Council to approve the proposed improvements to East Ferry, as shown 
on the attached plan, Scheme 3 as presented by the Town of Jamestown staff.  Also attached are 
the minutes from the four Planning Commission meetings where this project was discussed in 
addition to the Technical Review Committee meeting.  The preferred scheme includes a wider 
sidewalk and pedestrian area along the waterfront, more organized drop-off area and overall 
improvement and beautification.  The approval is based on the following findings of fact and 
recommendations: 

Findings of Fact: 
1. The Planning Commission reviewed the various plan schemes at their April 19, May 17

June 21 and July 5 meetings (minutes attached).  The East Ferry Improvements were
reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Article 11. Jamestown Village Special Development
District – Section 82-1101B Applicability – Development Plan Review; and the
consistency with the Jamestown 2014 Comprehensive Community Plan;
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2. A Technical Review Committee meeting was held on June 16 at 10am (minutes
attached);

3. The Planning Commission reviewed several different schemes before selecting preferred
Scheme 3; which provides the best opportunity to balance the interests of various user
groups; i.e. boaters, retail, office, restaurant, tourists etc;

4. Scheme 3 is considered the best functional compromise in view of circulation, available
parking, and the configuration which best meets peak demand;

5. In addition to opening the public view towards the wood pile pier and to the south,
Scheme 3 also fulfills the following project goals:

a. Preserves the existing 46 parking spaces (increased to 47) and at least 3
loading/unloading/turn-around spaces;

b. Provides for an improved pedestrian space along the public waterfront;
c. Protects water and bridge views;
d. Provides for seasonal and holiday uses;
e. Provides for additional site furniture and amenities; and,
f. Considers paving and other site surfaces.

In addition, Scheme 3 includes the relocation of the pump out building, which will 
additional area for user and pedestrian flow; 

6. Several business owners (Spinnakers, Conanicut Marine Services, Grapes and Gourmet)
provided valuable input into this project at the Planning Commission and TRC meetings.
Staff also had several meetings with those business owners as well as Island Realty;

7. The number of parking spaces has increased from 46 to 47 plus 3 loading/unloading/turn-
around spaces;

8. The Town has committed to utilizing native and/or drought/seaside tolerant plantings at
East Ferry as well as continued maintenance to insure success of the landscaping;

9. The Town has committed to coordinating, consolidating and/or replacing traffic signs to
make the area more visually appealing with special emphasis on traffic and pedestrian
safety;

Recommendations (please note language in (parenthesis) indicates how the recommendation 
has been addressed since the Planning Commission meeting on July 5): 

1. Provide some benches along Conanicus Avenue that face towards the water. (two
backless benches have been added along Conanicus Avenue that are set back two feet
from the stone walls so they can face either way);

2. Make every attempt to retain the current 64 feet, curb to curb distance in the northern
parking area. (The plan is shown as 60 feet curb to curb.  This allows for 90-degree
parking spaces that are regulation size of 9’ x 18’ and an isle width of 24’, where there is
currently 28’.  Jamestown’s regulations require 23’ isle width for two-way traffic in
parking lots where this is one way.  Widening the isle to 28 feet requires moving the
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parking lot towards Conanicus Avenue which brings the northernmost space into the 
sidewalk and requires the southernmost space in that isle to touch the new electric 
charging space, cutting off the planted island from the green.  Every attempt will be made 
to widen that isle during construction while maintaining safety for pedestrians and 
vehicles); 

3. Continue to work with East Ferry business owners during the construction process;
4. Remove vegetation and allow the sidewalk to continue to the parking lot at the “fly by”

drop off area near the emergency space. (done);
5. Work with the Historical Society to develop historical and educational signage related to

the use of historic use of Ferry Wharf;
6. Maintain a minimum of 30 feet for the holiday tree (done);
7. Any significant change in the proposed plan (parking and landscaping) such as a decrease

in parking, shall be reviewed and approved by the Technical Review Committee.

Mary Lou Sanborn – 32 Dumpling Dr. - asked about the cost. 

Andy Nota said It is in the range of 250K-300K won’t know until it is bid out.  We can take out 
some of the landscaping if the cost is too high once we receive the bids.   

II. New Business.
1. Election of Planning Commission Officers

Commissioner Swistak said at the last meeting we discussed the election of officers.  The
current officers when asked if they would like to stay in their current positions said they
would.

Commissioner Enright nominated Commissioner Swistak for Chair, Commissioner Smith
seconded the nomination.  So unanimously voted.

Commissioner Smith nominated Commissioner Pendlebury for Vice Chair,
Commissioner Enright seconded the nomination.  So unanimously voted.

Commissioner Smith nominated Commissioner Enright for Secretary, Commissioner
Cochran seconded the nomination.  So unanimously voted.

2. Discussion of Marijuana Regulation

Town Planner Lisa Bryer said the Town Council adopted a 6-month moratorium which will 
allow us time to study the issue and to develop zoning to regulate marijuana uses.  Swistak asked 
if we can go through the list of uses. 
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There was a short discussion of uses.  Wyatt Brochu says look at the state law first.  Our purview 
will be to comply with local zoning.  Some towns may have adopted the state board definitions.   
A discussion ensued regarding the different ordinances from the different towns.  It is a matter of 
scale, growing for yourself or somebody else or growing commercially.  Commissioner 
Pendlebury said from a zoning standpoint do we regulate someone with chickens and the sales of 
eggs differently for instance?  Can that be applied in the same way with this?   

Solicitor Brochu said The Attorney General’s office is giving us comprehensive guidance.  It is 
not only zoning it is building officials, electrical inspectors, water departments.  Can housing be 
denied because they grow marijuana?  Is it different from growing tomatoes and where is the 
activity appropriate?  Does size matter or does it belong in CL or other zones?  Some towns say 
industrial zones others say agricultural.  Some towns are less permissive. Mr. Brochu said it is 
very difficult to regulate the scope of the different issues.  Growing on a commercial scale is that 
appropriate in a residential zone?  Where will it be appropriate and how to regulate it is what we 
need to do.  Commercial cultivators license needs to comply with local zoning and they are only 
allowed to sell to the compassion centers.  Is this a use in and of itself?   Swistak said we should 
start off restrictive and we can always relax it. 

Town Administrator Andy Nota said one of the reasons we are getting this before you in a timely 
way is because we have trust issues with this legislature.   

Brochu said One of the common beliefs of this, it is just marijuana what’s the problem what’s the 
harm?  Important for the commission to do your research because the marijuana of yesteryear is 
not what it is today.  It is much stronger today.  They have two basic strains; stimulant and 
depressant.  This is a huge commercialized business.  Businesses are branding strains.  It is much 
more broad in reality of today and in the future.  Are there ways of testing and labeling? 

When you are setting out regulations you need to decide on standards if there are special use 
permits etc.  Pendlebury said if we make this an agricultural issue there could be properties large 
enough?  If we make it commercial we do not have a big enough area to have a 5,000 sq. ft. barn. 
If the use is allowed it would be very hard to deny a variance of lot size say. 

Wyatt said Pendlebury’s point is a good one; look at the uses in the state law and decide what if 
any or all would be appropriate in a residential zone.  We have light pollution regulations so a 
neighbor cannot have a greenhouse that is lit up.  Scope and scale is the most important to 
regulate. 

Bryer said one of things to be careful of is the discussion about lot size, if we permit it in certain 
districts for a certain size lot and we have very few or no lot similar sizes in that district we are 
essentially prohibiting it.  If we really want to prohibit it, just do that.  Permit something but be 
careful and have standards.  We cannot change definitions, they are dictated by state law.  Take 
various uses and ask yourself what zone in town if any is appropriate or not. 

Next time Lisa will come back with a matrix.  
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VII. Adjournment

A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:08 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest: 

Cinthia L. Reppe 



JAMESTOWN ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW 

Minutes of the June 27, 2017 Meeting 

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review was 
held at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue.  The 
Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The clerk 
called the roll and noted the following members present: 

Richard Boren, Chair 
Joseph Logan, Vice-Chair 

Dean Wagner, Member 
Richard Cribb, Member 
Marcy Coleman, 2nd Alt. 
Judith Bell, 3rd Alt. 

Also present:       Brenda Hanna, Stenographer 
Chris Costa, Zoning Officer 
Pat Westall, Zoning Clerk 
Wyatt Brochu, Counsel 

MINUTES 

Minutes of June 13, 2017 

A motion was made by Dean Wagner and seconded by Joseph Logan to 
accept the minutes of the June 13, 2017 meeting as presented. 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Richard Cribb and 
Marcy Coleman voted in favor of the motion. 

Judith Bell was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Nothing at this time. 

I.       OLD BUSINESS 



CONNORS 

A motion was made by Richard Boren and seconded by Joseph Logan 
to deny the request of John R. Connors, whose property is 
located Frigate St., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 
16, Lot 222 for a variance/special use permit from Article 3, 
Sections 308 & 314 to construct a single family dwelling and 
install a two bedroom OWTS on a sub district A lot (high 
groundwater table & impervious layer overlay district) and where 
the OWTS will be 51’ from a forested wetland edge instead of the 
required 150 ft. 

Regarding this request, this Board has determined that this 
application does not satisfy the requirements of ARTICLE 6, 
SECTION 600 

Regarding the request for a Variance, this Board has determined 
that this application does not satisfy the requirements of 
ARTICLE 6, SECTION 606, PARAGRAPHS 1 through 4, and SECTION 607, 
PARAGRAPH 2. 

Regarding the request for a Special Use Permit, this Board has 
determined that this application does not satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 602. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact. 

1. Said property is located in an R40 Zone and contains 8,332 square feet.

2. This property is subject to Section 82-314 “High Ground Water Table and Impervious
layer overlay district and is in Subdistrict A.

3. Section 82-314(C) “Development Within Subdistrict A” provides that any development
within Subdistrict ‘A’ shall, after review by the Planning Commission, require a special
use permit per Article Six from the Zoning Board of Review, after review and
recommendation by the Planning Commission.

4. Section 82-314(C)(3) entitled “Individual Sewage Disposal Systems” provides

• All proposals relating to the installation if an ISDS shall ensure that the system,
once in use, will not pose a threat to the public health and safety nor cause any
degradation of ground or surface water quality, including adverse effects due to
cumulative impact. (emphasis added) 

• All proposals relating to the installation of an ISDS shall demonstrate that the
design, siting and selection of technologies for the treatment and dispersal units
are the most appropriate for the site.



• All proposals relating to the installation of an ISDS shall demonstrate that the
project has been designed so as to minimize combined impacts related to the
ISDS, storm water runoff and potential disturbances to wetland buffers.
(emphasis added) 

5. Section 82-308 entitled “Setback From Fresh Water Wetlands” provides in section (A)
that no sewage disposal trench, drain field, bottomless effluent filter, nor any
component of a system designed to leach liquid wastes into the soil shall be located
within 150 feet from a fresh water wetland edge, excluding the state designated
perimeter wetland and river bank wetland.

6. Section 82-308(B) entitled “Request for Dimensional Variances” provides that application
may be made to the Zoning Board of Review for a dimensional variance seeking relief
from the setback requirement contained in this section.  All such applications shall be
first referred to the Planning Commission for development plan review for an advisory
opinion, per the requirements for development plan outlined in Section 82-314(C).

7. Whether the applicant is proceeding under 82-308 for a dimensional variance or 82-314
for a special use permit, in either or both instances, the matter is  reviewed in the first
instance by the Planning Commission.

8. Section 82-314 refers to a necessary and preliminary review and recommendation by the
Planning Commission to the Zoning Board of Review.

9. One of the Exhibits that was made part of the application file was a Memorandum from
the Jamestown Planning Commission dated November 20, 2015.  The Memorandum
references review under Section 82-314 and Section 82-308.  The Planning Commission
voted five ayes and one abstention to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board
denial of the application. 1

10. The Planning Commission made twenty-nine findings of fact which included that the
relief necessary conflicts with the Jamestown Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning
Commission noted the testimony of Dan Cotta, P.E., Maureen Coleman, representing the
Conservation Commission, Scott, Rabideau of Natural Resources Services, Inc.,
correspondence from Environmental Scientist Justin Jobin, and Public Works Director
Michael Grey, P.E.

1 Although this motion to deny the request of application of John Connors is based upon the testimony of witnesses, 
their credibility, and the Exhibits, and not based upon whether as a matter of law the applicant can proceed before 
the Zoning Board of Review, the following should be noted: 

• The Planning Commission decision of November 20, 2015 states “Recommend Denial”.  Does  82-314(C)
require a positive recommendation for the Zoning Board of Review to act under 82-314(C)?  Black’s Law
Dictionary defines “Recommendation” as the act of giving a favorable endorsement.  Miriam Webster
College Dictionary 10th Edition 1996 defines “Recommendation” as (1) to present as worthy of acceptance;
(2) an endorsement as fit, worthy or competent; (3) to make acceptable.

• If there is in fact a recommendation of denial, can the applicant proceed directly before the Zoning Board
of Review or must the applicant appeal the denial to the Zoning Board of Review, which in this particular
case the applicant did not attempt?

•



11. Daniel Cotta, Professional Engineer with American Engineering testified at the Zoning
Board of Review on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Cotta testified that based upon four test
holes for the project, the results establish that this application is a subdistrict A
application.  Further, Mr. Cotta testified that the maximum impervious coverage allowed
is 12% and this application is 11.86%.

12. Mr. Cotta further testified that the existing site conditions of the lot were vacant,
partially grassed and wooded. There is a fresh water wetland located in both south and
east directions.

13. Mr. Cotta further testified that the storm water controls designed for this property on
Frigate Street were designed in accordance with the Jamestown Storm Water Regs for a
ten year storm.

14. Mr. Cotta further testified that the OWTS designed for this project is septic tank pre-
treatment unit disposing to a bottomless sand filter designed to mitigate nitrogen to
50% down below 20 milligrams per liter, and BOD and TSS down below 20 milligrams
per liter.

15. Mr. Cotta further testified that the primary reason for the location of the siting of the
OWTS was to try to get it as far away from the wetland, and still  a 91 foot special
dimensional variance would still be needed.

16. Mr. Cotta further testified that the proposed OWTS is 51 feet from the wetland and he
himself did not personally see the location of the wetland.

17. Mr. Cotta further testified that the wetlands is not on the Connor property, but it is on
adjoining properties owned by the Jamestown Land Trust and the Town of Jamestown.

18. Mr. Cotta testified that he is not a wetland specialist and did not observe the wetlands.

19. Although Mr. Cotta testified that the OWTS is as far away from the wetland edge as he
could possibly site it, Mr. Cotta did not observe and measure the wetland edge.

20. Mr. Cotta testified that it is not possible to install a system on the Connor lot that meets
the 150 foot wetland edge setback.

21. Edward Avizinis testified, on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Avizinis is employed by Natural
Resource Services, Inc.  Marked as an Exhibit was an October 16, 2015 report prepared
by Scott Rabideau, Principal of Natural Resources Services, Inc.  Mr. Avizinis adopted
that report as his own findings and independently familiarized himself with the Connor
site and the surrounding area.

22. Mr. Avizinis adopted the approach Scott Rabideau took to map the wetlands edge, but
did not go onto any adjoining property.  Mr. Avizinis testified that in his belief, the
nutrients coming out of the leach field are reduced already due to the advanced
treatment, and the secondary processing of the effluence.



23. Mr. Avizinis testified that in his view, the implementation of this development proposal
will not degrade the value of a wetland or water body.

24. Mr. Avizinis further testified that when he was recently on the property, he did notice an
intermittent stream within the wetland and there are some seasonally flooded pockets
throughout the wetlands.

25. John Connors testified that he purchased the lot approximately three years ago and is
proposing a two bedroom house for a retirement home for he and his wife.

26. Mr. Connors testified that the total living area of the proposed dwelling is about 2,100
square feet.  There would be no basement.

27. After the testimony of Mr. Cotta, Mr. Avizinis, and Mr. Connors, the applicant rested.

28. Christopher Mason testified and prepared a report at the request of the Town Planner
and the Town of Jamestown.  Mr. Mason is President and Principal Scientist of Mason
Associates, an environmental consulting firm in Scituate, RI.  Mr. Mason is a professional
wetland scientist and has a certification in that field of study.

29. Approximately a year prior to testifying, Mr. Mason was contacted by the Jamestown
Town Planner to prepare a peer review of the Natural Resources Services, Inc. report on
October 16, 2015 that relates to Jamestown Ordinance Section 82-308.

30. Mr. Mason reviewed the report, other file materials, including the project plan and
visited the area.

31. According to Mr. Mason, a peer review is essentially where a professional is engaged to
do an independent review of some other professional’s opinion in the same field by
someone who is not associated with any of the projects, properties, or parties involved.

32. Mr. Mason reviewed his report and set forth his findings.  Mr. Mason’s first major finding
was that he believes that the forested wetland edge is actually closer to the Connors lot
than depicted on the plans.  This was based on his inspection of the Town owned
property.

Another major finding was that he believed that the Natural Resources Services, Inc.
report did not go into enough detail on the wetland system as a whole.  Mr. Mason
further testified that he did contact the Conanicut Land Trust and with permission
entered the property and examined the adjacent wetlands.  Mr. Mason believed that
that the NRS Report did not include enough detail to be able to evaluate the wetlands
impact.

Mr. Mason’s third major finding was that the flood plain associated with the adjacent
wetland may actually extend into the Connors property.

33. Mr. Mason, in discussing the NRS Report and NRS’ analysis of Section 82-308(B)



“Request for Dimensional Variance”, testified that there was no supporting analysis or 
information that would support NRS’ finding that the proposed onsite waste water 
treatment system was located a sufficient distance from the stream so as not to degrade 
the water quality.  In Mr. Mason’s further opinion, the NRS Report does not directly 
address the question of whether or not the project will impact the wetlands capacity to 
pollutants.  However, it is Mr. Mason’s opinion that the project would not significantly 
affect the wetlands or stream’s ability to absorb pollutants. 

34. Mr. Mason specifically disagreed with the NRS opinion that the project will not degrade
the recreational or educational value of any wetland or water body.  Mr. Mason noted
that most of the subject wetland is owned by the Town and a portion is owned by the
Conanicut Land Trust.  There is a trail on the Town parcels that appears to be well used
and it traverses several types of wetlands.  The presence of a trail for wetland on public
property provides an educational opportunity to learn about wetlands, wildlife, and
water resources.  The proposed development would be plainly visible to hikers on the
trail due to the sparse understory near the development site.  Mr. Mason further
disagrees with the NRS report that there is no water body or water course within the
subject wetland.

35. On cross-examination by the applicant’s attorney, Mr. Mason conceded that he does not
know for sure whether the septic system that is proposed is closer than 51 feet to what
Mr. Mason has delineated.  However, Mr. Mason testified that although the project may
not have a specific impact on the intermittent stream, Mr. Mason’s concern is
“Cumulative Impact”.  As Mr. Mason testified, when you look at the amount of
development that has already gone on in that 150 foot area, it has an overall effect or a
cumulative impact on what is going on in the interior areas.  Mr. Mason further testified
that any of the development in this area has impacted an intermittent stream previously
referred to.

36. Mr. Mason testified that this is not a pristine wetland area in any sense of the
imagination, but it is, the last wetlands in the area and that increases its importance in
some respect.

37. Under cross-examination, Mr. Mason agreed that where the applicant has proposed the
siting of the septic system, is in fact the only place that it could be sited, which is as far
away from the wetland as possible.

38. David Alberton Albrektson, 5 Schooner Avenue, Jamestown, RI sent a letter to the
Zoning Board of Review in opposition to the application.  Mr. Albrektson was of the
opinion that the request to install a OWTS System within 51 feet of the wetlands where
150 feet is required is an exorbitant variance request.  Mr. Albrektson implores the
zoning board members to be mindful of the vulnerabilities of this densely populated
neighborhood and determine that the variance requested be unreasonable and
unacceptable.

39. Michelle Pages, 127 Frigate Avenue, Jamestown, RI, Robert Van Cleef and Trish Van
Cleef, 133 Frigate Avenue, Jamestown, RI also spoke in opposition to the application.
Mr. Van Cleef testified from a historical perspective.    Nobody has lived on this



particular piece of property because it is wet and that development has occurred all 
around the property, but not that particular piece of property.    

40. A September 14, 2015 report from the Jamestown Conservation Commission to the
Jamestown Planning Commission set forth concerns of a variance of this magnitude as a
potential to degrade the quality of ground water and the fresh water wetlands in the
immediate vicinity.  In light of six total concerns, the Conservation Commission voted
unanimously to recommend against the approval of the variance request.

Analysis, Discussion, and Conclusion. 

The applicant’s property is located on Frigate Street and is within the high  
ground water table in impervious layer overlay district and is a Subdistrict A lot.  Section 82-314 
entitled “High Ground Water Table and Impervious Layer Overlay District” provides that this 
district encompasses areas of the town where natural physical limitations render the land 
unsuitable for development without restriction.  These are areas where nonconforming lots 
predominate, no public sewer and water are available and the water table is within 4 feet below 
the original grade or where  the depth to impervious layer is within 5 feet below the original 
grade.  These conditions create severe limitations. 

Section 82-314(C) entitled “Development Within Subdistrict A provides that any 
development within Subdistrict A shall after review by the Planning Commission, require a 
special use permit per Article Six from the Zoning Board of Review, after review and 
recommendation by the Planning Commission, in accord with the development standard special 
use permit contained in this section.  Those standards are implemented in recognition among 
other things, the goals and pattern of land use contained in the Jamestown Comprehensive 
Plan, the need to protect the island’s vulnerable and limited water supplies by maintaining 
maximum ground water recharge of rainfall and treated waste water to replenish drinking water 
supplies and avoid salt water intrusion. 

Section 82-314(C)(3) entitled “Individual Sewage Disposal Systems” provides that all 
proposals relating to the installation of an ISDS shall ensure that the system once in use will not 
pose a threat to the public health and safety nor cause any degradation of ground or service 
water quality including adverse effects due to cumulative impact. 

In this particular case, not only is the applicant seeking a special use permit under 
Section 82-314, but because of the proximity of the location of the lot to a fresh water 
wetlands, the applicant also seeks a dimensional variance from Section 82-308 entitled “Setback 
from Fresh Water Wetlands” which provides that no system designed to leach liquid waste into 
the soil shall be located within 150 feet from a fresh water wetland edge.  It is not insignificant 
that the Planning Commission, after the taking of testimony, recommended against approving 
this application. 

Comparing and analyzing the testimony of Ms. Avizinis and Mr. Mason, the testimony of 
Mr. Mason is more credible.  



Thus, based upon the credibility of Mr. Mason, the questions he raised, the potential 
adverse effects due to cumulative impact, the Planning Commission Memorandum, and the 
Conservation Commission Report, it is hereby moved to deny the Connors’ application. 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Marcy Coleman, and 
Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

Richard Cribb was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

EARLEY 

A motion was made by Richard Boren and seconded by Marcy Coleman 
to deny the request of Susan J. Earley, whose property is 
located at East Shore Rd., and further identified as Assessor’s 
Plat 1, Lot 324 for a variance from Article 82, Section 308, 
(Setback from Freshwater Wetlands) and 82-300 (Regulation of 
Structures & Land), Table 3-2. Also a special use permit from 
Section 82-314 (High Groundwater Table & Impervious Overlay 
District) to construct a 2 bedroom home 20 ft. from the westerly 
property line (40 ft. required) & 51 ft. from the wetland (150 
ft. required).  

Regarding this request, this Board has determined that this 
application does not satisfy the requirements of ARTICLE 6, 
SECTION 600 

Regarding the request for a Variance, this Board has determined 
that this application does not satisfy the requirements of 
ARTICLE 6, SECTION 606, PARAGRAPHS 1 through 4, and SECTION 607, 
PARAGRAPH 2. 

Regarding the request for a Special Use Permit, this Board has 
determined that this application does not satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 602. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

• Said property is located in a RR80 zone and contains
37,798 sq. ft.



1. The applicant is proposing a setback from freshwater wetland. The

plan proposes that the septic system be placed 51 feet away from the

freshwater wetland.

2. The Town of Jamestown Zoning Ordinance Sec. 82-308. Setback from

freshwater wetlands, states:

No sewage disposal trench, drain field, bottomless effluent filter, 

nor any component of a system designed to leach liquid wastes into 

the soil shall be located within 150 feet from a freshwater wetland 

edge, excluding the state designated perimeter wetland and 

riverbank wetland. For the purposes of this section, the freshwater 

wetland edge shall be the RIDEM verified edge of wetland. If the 

wetland is not on the subject property and in the absence of RIDEM 

verified wetland mapping on the adjacent property, then best 

available mapping should be utilized, as determined by the building 

official. 

3. Dem rules and regulation require a 50 foot setback of a septic system to

the edge of a wetland.

4. The Town of Jamestown has determined that that 150 feet is more

appropriate to further protect the values and dynamic nature of its'

freshwater ponds, the shoreline and its' freshwater wetlands, and the

values of unique or valuable natural resources and features, which this

board finds is reasonable and appropriate.

5. Mr. Avizinis, an employee ofNatural Resource Services, Incorporated,

Harrisville, Rhode Island, testified on behalf of the applicant.

6. Mr. Avizinis, testified he is a professional wetland scientist and

certified professional soil scientist, he testified he conducts soil

evaluations and testified for the applicant.

7. Mr. Avizinis, testified that he was hired to review site conditions

with regard to water tables and wetland delineation and was

qualified as an expert in that area.



8. Mr. Azivinis testified that he was familiar with Rhode Island septic system laws and

regulations as a soil evaluator and not as licensed septic designer, but was familiar

with the setbacks and the quality regulations concerning soil evaluations.

9. Mr. Azivinis testified "I know it (septic system placement) was not the ideal

location", but it was dictated by soil conditions, the Board finds as a fact that the

placement of the septic system was not the ideal location as it was too close to the

edge of the wetlands.

10. Mr. Azivinis testified, that he "believed" the edge ofthe wetland was 51 feet from

the proposed septic system and the board finds that there was no testimony as to

how that figure was calculated.

11. Mr., Azivinis testified, "that he did not believe the septic system, if constructed,

would degrade the quality of groundwater or any wetland because of the advanced

treatment system and the sufficient distance from the wetland edge in addition to

surrounding land use. The Board finds this testimony not credible and conclusory

without any explanation as to how he arrived at his conclusions and not opined in

any scientific certainty and therefore the Board rejects this testimony.

12. Mr. Azivinis testified, "He did not see the proposed design having an impact on

constructing floodways or reduce net capacity to retain floodwaters.  The Board

finds this testimony not credible and conclusory without any explanation as to how

he arrived at his conclusions and not opined in any scientific certainty and not

worthy of belief and therefore the Board rejects this testimony.

13. Mr. Azivinis testified, 'the proposed septic design would not impact the recreational

and educational value of the wetland.  The Board finds this testimony not credible

and conclusory without any explanation as to how he arrived at his conclusions and

not opined in any scientific certainty and not worthy of belief and the Board rejects

this testimony. Mr. Azivinis did not testify what the recreational and educational

values of the wetlands were and therefore the Board rejects this testimony.

14. Mr. Azivinis testified, "That he did not believe the proposed design would reduce

the capacity of the wetland to absorb pollutants.  The Board finds this testimony not

credible and conclusory without any explanation as to how he arrived at his



conclusions and not opined in any scientific certainty and not worthy of belief and 

therefore the Board rejects this testimony. 

15. Mr. Azivinis testified, he believed, the capacity ofthe wetland to retain ground

water would be maintained if the proposed septic system design were allowed.  The

Board finds this testimony not credible and conclusory without any explanation as to

how he arrived at his conclusions and not opined in any scientific certainty and not

worthy of belief and therefore the Board rejects this testimony.

16. Mr. Azivinis testified, he did not believe the proposed design would degrade the

value of the wetlands supporting ground for a nursery, for fish, shellfish or habitat

for wildlife. The Board finds this testimony not credible and conclusory without any

explanation as to how he arrived at his conclusions and not opined in any scientific

certainty and not worthy of belief and therefore the Board rejects this testimony.

Mr. Azivinis did not testify as to what fish, shellfish or wildlife, if any inhabited the

wetland and therefore the board rejects this testimony.

17. Mr. Azivinis, in his report dated January 3, 2017 stated that the Jamestown 150 foot

setback requirement is a jurisdictional limit requiring the OWTS to be placed at that

distance in the interest of the public health and the environment and the Board so

finds and agrees.

18. Mr. Azivinis testified that the reason for the Town of Jamestown's 150 feet

requirement of a septic system to a wetland is concerns about pollutants leaching

into groundwater.  The Board finds this as a fact and a legitimate and overriding

concern regarding a project with such a large variance (99 feet) as the one proposed

in this plan.

19. The Board reviewed a report submitted by James Houle, which was conclusory at

best and is not helpful to the Board and rejects the report.

20. The Board finds that, the Town of Jamestown has a duly constituted Conservation

commissiOn.

21. The Zoning Board takes judicial notice that the Purpose of the Conservation

Commission is to promote and develop the natural resources, protect the watershed

resources, and preserve natural esthetic areas within municipalities.



22. The Conservation Commission as part of its duties, filed with the zoning board,

their recommendations in regard to the proposed septic system.

23. The Conservation Commission found the current development and proposed site

plans (project narrative prepared by Natural Resource Services, Inc., Edward

Avizinis, dated 11/3/2017 and site plan prepared by Darveau Land Surveying, Inc.

dated 11115/2017) show an advanced onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS)

placed 51' feet from a freshwater wetland edge. Requiring a variance of 99'.  The

opinion of the Conservation Commission was that a variance of this magnitude has

the potential to degrade the quality of groundwater and the freshwater wetlands in

the immediate vicinity.  The Jamestown Zoning Board of review accepts the

Conservation Commissions opinion as being reasonable and credible.

24. The subject property is located within the Jamestown High Groundwater and

Impervious Layer Overlay District.

25. Natural Resource services, Inc., Edward Avizinis, found that when their staff visited

the property in December 2015, there was an elevated seasonally high water table in

other locations throughout the property and the Board accepts this as true.

26. The Conservation Commissioners were not convinced that the proposed

development given the facts as found in paragraphs 24, 25, would not reduce the net

capacity of the site to retain floodwaters.  The Zoning Board members find this as

grounded in fact, credible and reasonable and accepts this as fact.

27. An advanced technology OWTS has been proposed,(Septi-Tech),

28. In spite of the fact found in paragraph 26, The Conservation Commissioners were

concerned that the extremely limited buffer (51 feet) between the proposed

development and the freshwater wetland edge decreases the net capacity of the site

to retain excess nutrients and other pollutants, and the zoning Board of Review

accepts this fact as being credible and reasonable.

29. The Conservation Commission voted unanimously to recommend against the

approval of this variance request and oppose wetland setback variances of this

magnitude, and the Zoning Board finds this recommendation is grounded in fact,

credible, reasonable and accepts its' recommendation.



30. Members of the Conservation Commission attended the Jamestown Planning

Commission meeting on April 5, 2017, and voiced objections to the proposed

variance based on the concerns noted above.

31. The Jamestown Planning Board's advisory opinion was to approve the project.

32. Two Jamestown residents spoke against the proposal as being unreasonable and

unacceptable and exorbitant a variance of this magnitude 51 feet of wetlands where

150 feet is required should not be approved.

33. The Zoning Board rejects Town Engineer Jean Lambert's professional judgment as

not helpful to the determination of the proposal.

34. Mr. Darveau testified that he is not a wetland expert.  That he was not testifying

about wetlands. He testified as to distances to wetlands, which is part of then

surveying process. He testified as a surveyor. He did not testify what is or is not a

wetland.  The Board rejects Mr. Darveau's  representation in so far as he states that

the proposed septic system would not affect negatively the Wetlands as not

credible.

The applicable ordinance, Sec. 82-308. Setback from freshwater wetlands. states in pertinent 

part; "No sewage disposal trench, drain field, bottomless effluent filter, nor , any component of a 

system designed to leach liquid wastes into the soil  shall be located within 150 feet from a 

freshwater wetland edge, excluding the state designated perimeter wetland and riverbank 

wetland." The word "shall" in a statute or ordinance is usually mandatory language, so that in this 

case, there would be a prohibition on septic systems within 150 feet of a wetland edge. 

However, there are situations in a statutory scheme where "shall" is used more as a directive than 

mandatory.  In the Jamestown ordinance at issue here.  The ordinance also states that the 

Jamestown Zoning Board of review if an application is made for a dimensional variance, as the 

case by Ms. Early, then; "the zoning board shall consider the following minimum development 

standards (see Jamestown zoning ordinance 82-308(B) 1-8.  The Jamestown Zoning Board of 

review has heard testimony and considered each of the factors contained in 82-308(B) 1-8.  The 

Zoning Board's duty is too consider the factors, there is nothing in the ordinance, that would 

require the Jamestown Board of review to grant the application after considering the factors in 

82-308(B) 1-8, it is still the Board' decision whether or not to grant or deny the petition. 
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The Board finds that the proposed use would, alter the general character of the surrounding area 

and impair the intent or purpose of the ordinance or comprehensive plan upon which the 

ordinance is based by negatively impacting the wetlands and wildlife habitat at the site, both 

during and after construction, and that the proposed use would have an adverse impact on areas 

beyond the construction site. In addition, the Board finds the hardship is due to the general 

characteristics of the surrounding area, wetland. 

The evidence supported a finding that Ms. Early's  request for a 99 foot variance from the 150 

foot setback is unreasonable in light of the proposed use of the lot and the need to protect the 

wetlands. The evidence tending to show that a septic system within 51 feet of a wetland where 

150 feet is required, that being a 99 foot variance would adversely impact the surrounding area and 

significantly impair the intent ofthe ordinance. The testimony of the applicant's expert was 

conclusory at best without any opinion based on a scientific certainty and without any realistic 

explanation as to how the expert, Mr. Azivinis arrived at his conclusions.  The evidence contains 

competent, credible and reliable evidence for denial of the application. 

After careful consideration of each and every one of the factors contained in the ordinance 82- 

308(B) 1-8, and after hearing all ofthe testimony and evidence, it is the Board's  decision to deny 

the application. 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Marcy Coleman, and 
Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

Richard Cribb was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

Ventrone 

A motion was made by Marcy Coleman and seconded by Dean Wagner to 
grant the request of Richard Ventrone, whose property is located 
at 12 Nautilus St., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 5, 
Lot 305 for a variance from Article 3, Section 302 (District 
Dimensional Regulations) to construct a 20 x 20 one story detached 
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garage with a north & east setback of 5 ft. where 10 ft. is 
required.  

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 
607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

This Variance is granted with the following condition: 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 
site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

1. Said property is located in a R40 zone and contains 7,666 sq.
ft.

2. The position of the existing driveway is limited based on the
ISDS system.

3. The applicant testified that there is a physical hardship
having to walk from the existing driveway due to the distance
from the house.

4. The proposed garage is the smallest size possible to
accommodate 2 vehicles.

5. The garage can’t be positioned within the required setbacks
due to proximity to the existing deck.

6. The 5 foot variance from the 10 foot setback is the least
amount of relief necessary.

7. There is existing vegetation between the site of the proposed
garage and neighboring homes.

8. No abutters testified in opposition.

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Richard Cribb, and Marcy 
Coleman, voted in favor of the motion. 

Judith Bell was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

Grover 

A motion was made by Judith Bell and seconded by to Marcy Coleman 
to grant the request of Wayne A. Grover, whose property is located 
at 29 Bayberry Rd., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 12, 
Lot 61 for a variance from Article 3, Section 82-302 Table 3-2 and 
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Article 6, Section 82-607 variances to construct a deck on west 
side of home 18 ft. from front of lot instead of required 40 ft., 
and a rear yard setback of 12 ft. where 30 ft. is required.  

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 
607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

This Variance is granted with the following condition: 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 
site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

1. Said property is located in a R40 zone and contains 27,000
sq. ft. 

2. The hardship from which the applicant seeks relief is due to
the unique characteristics of the property. 

3. The deck is to be 12’ x 24’ constructed on the west side of
the residence. 

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Marcy Coleman, and 
Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

Richard Cribb was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

DiGregorio 

A motion was made by Richard Cribb and seconded by Joseph Logan to 
grant the request of Enrico & Tracy DiGregorio, whose property is 
located at 80 Orient Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s 
Plat 1, Lot 132 for a variance from Article 82-300 (Regulation of 
Structures & Land, Table 3-2 to add a garage, mud room and 
elevator 18.9 ft. from the northerly property line (30 ft. 
required). 

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 
607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

This Variance is granted with the following condition: 
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This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 
site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

1. Said property is located in a RR80 zone and contains 29,778
sq. ft.

2. The applicant is seeking to realign his garage in order to
facilitate automobile entry. The current alignment makes
usability very difficult.

3. Due to health conditions the applicant needs to add an
elevator to ease access to his main residence.

4. The area to the abutting neighbor is lined with trees so that
the garage will not be visible to him.

5. There were no objectors to the application.

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Dean Wagner, Richard Cribb, and Marcy 
Coleman voted in favor of the motion. 

Judith Bell was not seated and Terence Livingston and Edward 
Gromada were absent. 

Mainiero 

A motion was made by Joseph Logan and seconded by Richard Cribb to 
grant the request of Douglas & Martha Mainiero, whose property is 
located at 11 Walcott Ave., and further identified as Assessor’s 
Plat 9, Lot 291A for a variance, pursuant to Article 6, Sections 
82-600 & 82-605, from Article 3, Section 82-302, Table 3-2, 
District Dimensional Regulations, to construct an addition on the 
property where the front setback is proposed to be 21 ft. where 40 
ft. is required and the northern side setback is proposed to be 11 
ft. where 20 ft. is required. Also a variance from Article 7, 
Section 82-705, Alteration of a nonconforming structure, to 
construct the addition as the current setbacks are: Front 26 ft. 
where 40 ft. is required & the northern side setback is currently 
11 ft. where 20 ft. is required. 

This Board has determined that this application does satisfy the 
requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 600, SECTION 606, and SECTION 
607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

This Variance is granted with the following condition: 
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This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 
site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

1. Said property is located in a R40 zone and contains 42,395
sq. ft.

2. The proposed architectural changes will improve the
appearance as supported by 3 neighbors.

3. There will be no further encroachment on the north setback.
4. The decrease in the front setback from 26’ to 21’ due to the

addition of a porch, an improved architectural feature
5. The hardship is due to poor existing living accommodations

and stairway not to code.
6. The lot to the north is not buildable.
7. The existing foundation will not be expanded.
8. The existing dwelling is a legal non-conforming structure.
9. One neighbor objected, saying that there is no hardship,

without further explanations.

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Richard Cribb, Marcy Coleman, and 
Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 

Dean Wagner was recused and Terence Livingston and Edward Gromada 
were absent. 

Pereira 

A motion was made by Richard Boren and seconded by Joseph Logan to 
grant the request of Joseph L. Pereira, Jr., whose property is 
located at 58 Dory St., and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 
3, Lot 142 for a Special Use Permit, pursuant to Article 3, 
Section 82-314, High Groundwater Table & Impervious Overlay 
District, Sub-District A, & granted under Article 6, Sections 82-
600 & 82-602, to construct a 24 ft. x 24 ft. addition, and a 
variance from Article 3 section 82-314(C)(4), Percent of Maximum 
Impervious Cover for Sub-District A, pursuant to Article 6, 
Sections 82-600 & 82-605, where the existing impervious lot 
coverage is 24.0% and the proposed impervious lot coverage is 
15.5% and the allowable impervious lot coverage is 13%.   
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Regarding this request, this Board has determined that this 
application does satisfy the requirements of ARTICLE 6, SECTION 
600 

Regarding the request for a Variance, this Board has determined 
that this application does satisfy the requirements of ARTICLE 6, 
SECTION 606, PARAGRAPHS 1 through 4, and SECTION 607, PARAGRAPH 2. 

Regarding the request for a Special Use Permit, this Board has 
determined that this application does satisfy the requirements of 
ARTICLE 6, SECTION 602. 

This Variance is granted with the following restriction(s): 

This project must be constructed in strict accordance with the 
site and building plans duly approved by this Board. 

The recommendations and conditions of the Planning Commission must be 
complied with. 

This motion is based on the following findings of fact: 

1. Said property is located in a R40 zone and contains 14,400
sq. ft.

2. The Planning Commission recommended approval.
3. The existing impervious lot coverage is 24%.  This will be

reduced to 15.5%.
4. The applicant will be consolidating and removing

significant impervious lot coverage.
5. The addition will be a deck, a porch, and a garage.
6. There are no wetlands on the property.
7. There is a report from jean Lambert, P.E.  She notes that

the existing paved walkway and driveway, concrete pads,
and a shed will be removed.

8. A pervious gravel driveway is proposed.
9. The proposed garage will be built on a slab with a flow

through foundation.
10. There were 3 objectors who set forth anecdotal issues, but

not expert testimony.

The motion carried by a vote of 5 –0. 

Richard Boren, Joseph Logan, Richard Cribb, Marcy Coleman, and 
Judith Bell voted in favor of the motion. 
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Dean Wagner was recused and Terence Livingston and Edward Gromada 
were absent. 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. 

The motion carried unanimously. 



State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

Coastal Resources Management Council  (401) 783-3370 

Oliver H. Stedman Government Center           Fax (401) 783-3767 

4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 116 

Wakefield, RI 02879-1900   

AUGUST 2017 CALENDAR 

Tuesday, August 15 Policy and Planning Subcommittee Meeting. CRMC Conference 

Room, Oliver Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, 

Wakefield, RI. 

8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, August 22 ROW Subcommittee Meeting. Administration Building, Conference 

Room A, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI. 

5:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 22 Semimonthly Meeting. Administration Building, Conference Room A, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI. 

6:00 p.m. 

Friday, August 25 Administrative Fine Hearings.  CRMC Conference Room, Oliver 

Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield, RI. 

9:30 a.m. 

Individuals requesting interpreter services for the hearing impaired for any of the above meetings 

must notify the Council office at (783-3370) 72-hours in advance of the meeting date. 

/lat 

















From: Alexa Gold
To: Cheryl Fernstrom
Subject: August Town Council Meeting - Coyotes
Date: Tuesday, August 8, 2017 7:28:43 PM

Hi,

I wanted to write an email relevant to the coyote topic that's on the agenda for the August
 Town Council Meeting. Please let me know if this is the correct email, or if there is
 somewhere else I should be sending it to. 

I grew up in Jamestown, and returned two years ago with my husband in order to raise a
 family in a community that we are both so fond of. I have many memories of freely playing
 outside with friends and feeling safe in our community. Now, I have a 6 month old and a
 small dog who I am afraid to let outside for fear that they will be targeted by the growing
 coyote population on the island. I would like to share my support for the elimination/removal
 of coyotes on the island all together, by any means necessary. We live in one of the most
 special places, yet I have to carry pepper spray in my daughter's stroller when we go on walks
 around our neighborhood due to the fear of coyotes. I don't want my daughter to grow up
 scared to play outdoors. That is not right, nor necessary in a place where coyotes are not
 indigenous. 

Thank you,

Alexa Gold 

25 Sloop Street

mailto:alexajgold@gmail.com
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net


From: Linda Flinton
To: trockijamestowntc@gmail.com; mgblanco@cox.net; meagherjamestowntc@gmail.com; eugene@mihaly.org;

 dickinsonjamestowntc@gmail.com
Cc: Cheryl Fernstrom
Subject: Coyotes
Date: Wednesday, August 9, 2017 1:39:52 PM

Dear Council Members -

We have lived in Jamestown since 1975 and brought our family up here.
Jamestown is truly an attractive place to live for people who enjoy
the outdoors. OR maybe I should say "was" an attractive place.
Currently we live on North Main Rd where we and our neighbors all have
much wooded land. We can live with the deer eating our bushes, but
coyotes?

We have lived in this house since 1980. Our dogs have run outside on
our land and we play ball . Now they are on a leash at all times in
our own backyard. Some neighbors have children who used to play freely
outdoors at home. Now the parents no longer allow that without close
supervision. Is this the Jamestown that we want our families to grow
up in? I hardly think so. They are also an agricultural menace to farm
animals on the island.

Coyotes are not indiginous to this island. They were either brought
here or walked here over the bridge. I am asking you to eliminate
their presence in Jamestown in whatever manner you see fit before
humans becaome harmed. I also would strongly recommend  the
institution of some ordinance to control the purposeful feeding of
coyotes and/or their pups. Enough pets (Iarge and small)  have been
killed or injured already by coyotes. It is time to take action!

Thank you for your consideration

Linda and John Flinton
843 North Main Rd
Jamestown, RI

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lindaflinton@gmail.com
mailto:trockijamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:mgblanco@cox.net
mailto:meagherjamestowntc@gmail.com
mailto:eugene@mihaly.org
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Town Council: 

Concerned members of the Jamestown community would like to discuss aquaculture in Dutch Harbor 
focusing on the Application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to modify Aquaculture Assent to float 595 
permitted bottom cages on their 2 acre site for a potential maximum of 710 floating cages and to allow 
bottom planting of oysters on site. 

Sharon Purdie 
60 Westwind Drive 


















	Town Council Meeting Agenda for August 21, 2017 at 7:00 PM
	I. ROLL CALL
	II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS
	A) Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) July 17, 2017 (regular meeting)

	B)  Open Forum
	1) Scheduled request to address
	2) Non-scheduled request to address

	C) Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1)       Pumping Report
	2)  Town Projects Reports
	a) Town Wells
	b) Water Treatment Plant
	c) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir
	d) Distribution System
	e) Wastewater Treatment Facility

	3) Finance Director’s Report


	IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
	A) Proclamation
	1) No. 2017-14  Honoring Chris and Candy Powell “Fools’ Rules Regatta”; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote


	V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS
	VI. OPEN FORUM
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	1) Friends of the Jamestown Seniors – election of Board of Directors
	2) Sign Regulations
	3)       Safe Routes to School Update
	4)       Legislative Tracking Report (Senate/House)

	5) Playground Renovation Update

	B)  Parks and Recreation Department Report: Andrew J. Wade, Director
	C)  Conservation Commission Report: Anne Kuhn Hines, Chair
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	D) Dutch Harbor Aquaculture Concerns, continued from July 17, 2017
	1) Application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to modify Aquaculture Assent to float 595 permitted bottom cages on their 2 acre site for a potential maximum of 710 floating cages and to allow bottom planting of oysters on site; objections/requests for ...


	IX. NEW BUSINESS
	A)  Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association Lease extension and possible  negotiation; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

	X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS
	A) Ordinances
	1) Amendment of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 Environment, Article VII. Plastic Bag Ban, Sec. 22-350 Legislative Finds and Intent (new), Sec. 22-351 Purpose (new), Sec. 22-352 Definitions (new), Sec. 353 Prohibited Acts (new), Sec. 22-3...
	B) Appointments, Vacancies and Expiring Terms; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Discover Newport (Newport and Bristol County Convention and Visitors Bureau) (One vacancy with a three-year term ending date of September 7, 2020); duly advertised; interviews conducted
	a) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Frank “Rusty” Sallee

	b) Letters of interest for appointment
	i) James Rugh
	ii) Richard Lynn


	2) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (One vacancy with an unexpired three-year term ending date of May 31, 2018); duly advertised; interviews conducted
	a) Letter of interest for reappointment
	i) Jerome Scott

	b) Letters of interest for appointment
	i) Valerie Malloy
	ii) Lisa Carlisle
	iii) Edie Flynn
	iv) John Gillespie
	v) Richard Lynn


	3) Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (One vacancy with a three-year term ending date of December 31, 2019); duly advertised; interview conducted
	a) Letters of interest
	i) Richard Lynn




	XI. CONSENT AGENDA
	An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item
	as if it had been acted upon separately.
	A)  Adoption of Council Minutes
	1) July 17, 2017 (regular session)
	2) July 17, 2017 (executive meeting)
	3) July 17, 2017 (interview session)

	B) Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees
	1) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (06/06/2017)
	2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (06/20/2017)
	3) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (07/11/2017)
	4) Jamestown Planning Commission (06/07/2017)
	5)       Jamestown Planning Commission (06/21/2017)
	6)       Jamestown Planning Commission (07/05/2017)
	7) Jamestown Planning Commission (07/15/2017)
	8) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (06/27/2017)

	C) CRMC Notices
	1) August 2017 Calendar

	D) One Day Event/Entertainment License
	1) Applicant: Crossroads RI - Rob Upham
	2) Applicant: Aaron Hall-Stinson
	3) Applicant: Kevin Hyman
	4) Applicant: Cindy Moreau
	5) Applicant: Emily J. Murphy
	6) Applicant: Arthur H. Washburn, Jr.
	7) Applicant: Jennifer Chase and Nicholas Mowry
	8) Applicant: RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority
	9) Applicant: Rachel Pineda
	10) Applicant: Deborah Slattery
	11) Applicant: Christopher Parkins and Melissa Knickerbocker
	12) Applicant: Mark Esposito/Jamestown Police Department
	13) Applicant: RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority

	E) Finance Director’s Report

	XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS
	A)  Communications; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or  vote
	1) Email of Alexa Gold re: increased coyote population and the resulting threat to people and pets
	2) Email of Linda Flinton re: increased coyote population and the resulting threat to people and pets
	3) Letter of Stephen and Natalie Lepre re: coyote attack on their property that killed their Puggle, Scout
	4) Letter of Sharon Purdie re: aquaculture activities at Dutch Harbor and application of Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro to CRMC to modify Assent to float 595 permitted cages and allow bottom planting of oysters

	B)  Petitions
	1) Pole Petition: Verizon New England, Inc. and The Narragansett Electric Company to relocate one (1) pole (Pole #22) on Watson Avenue approximately 70’ south of its existing location to accommodate customers request; review, discussion and/or potenti...
	a) Recommendation for approval by Public Works Director Michael C. Gray


	C) Resolutions and Proclamations from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Support of the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2018 State Budget
	2) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Opposition to Bills H5601 and S0896 An Act Relating to Towns and Cities – Optional Retirement for Members of Police and Firefighters
	3) Resolution of the Barrington Town Council In Opposition to Bills H5593 and S0285 An Act Relating to Labor and Labor Relations – Arbitration – Continuance of Contractual Provisions
	4) Resolution of the North Smithfield Town Council in Support of the Adoption of Legislation that Provides Reimbursement for the cost of the Municipal Police Training Academy


	XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS
	A)  Financial Town Meeting Rules and Procedures (September)
	B) Review of Town, School and Combined Budgets and Warrant items exceeding $50,000 through paper ballot, electronic ballot, FTM or Referendum (September)
	C) Fort Getty Discussion re: future planning (September/October)
	D) Golf Course Design Discussion (September/October)

	XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION
	A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town Administration/Library Board of Trustees and Proposed Letter of Understanding, pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 29-4, and Section 422 of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances); re...

	XV. ADJOURNMENT
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