
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


July 26, 1993

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library conference room, 26 North Road at 7:40 PM by Council President Fred F. Pease. The following members were present:


Paul A. Robertson, Vice-President


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Maryanne Crawford, Finance Director


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


Joseph W. Tiexiera, Fire Chief

(Absent: James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor)


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
(none)


SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMISSION
(nothing scheduled)


CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to adopt the consent agenda as presented. So voted.

1)
Adoption of Minutes:


a)
07/12/93 (regular meeting)


b)
07/19/93 (work session with the Enterprise Committee)


c)
07/22/93 (work session with RIDOT)

2)
Bills and Payroll

3)
Livable Places Update (May/June, 1993)

4)
Invitation from the Conanicut Island Art Association to 19th Annual Opening Reception (07/28/93)

5)
Attendance Records


a)
Jamestown Housing Authority
b) 
Harbor Management Commission

6)
Copies of minutes of Housing Authority meetings


a)
06/09/93




b)
06/30/93

7)
Excerpts from Jamestown Housing Authority Annual Audit

8)
RI Public Records Report (June, 1993)

9)
Request for support from Institute for Labor Studies and Research for 4th Annual Walk for Literacy (10/02/93)


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Councilor Liberati: We need an executive session tonight regarding potential litigation, with the Finance Director present. (no objection from Council)


PUBLIC HEARINGS
(none scheduled)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address: (none)

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address

Joseph Tiexiera: My son was injured on Maple Avenue by overgrown trees while working the recycling route; what is the status of the tractor that trims road brush? Council President Pease: We refer your inquiry to the Town Administrator and Public Works Director.

William Sprague: The Jamestown to Newport ferry service is now underway; Paul Sprague invites the Council and Administrator to a crossbay trip on July 31 at 11:00 AM (written invitation submitted to Council President Pease).

Amy Mower: On behalf of North Road residents, I ask Council to defer tonight's vote on the proposed reconstruction (Unfinished Business); we need a workshop open to voters to review the most recent proposal. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson to continue the issue concerning North Road to the Council meeting on August 23, and that the Administrator schedule a work session on August 18 at 7:00 PM with location to be announced. So voted by 4 in favor, none opposed and Councilor McInnis abstaining. (Administrator to see if RIDOT representatives can attend work session; if not, keep as scheduled.)

There being no further requests to address, Council President Pease declared Open Forum closed.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Town Administrator's general report (attached hereto)

Additionally:

RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority: Councilor Robertson to Administrator: Ask Representative Levesque and Senator Paiva-Weed to reintroduce legislation regarding payment in lieu of taxes.

URI Planning Report: Councilor Hines: Is a printed version available? Ms. Shocket: It is available for loan.

Proposed Playfields: Council President Pease: Is there nothing else to do but wait for the federal government to respond? Ms. Shocket: Correct.

Highway Tools: Councilor Robertson to Administrator: Pursue a tool plan at the highway garage according to the union contract.

2)
Report re: vandalism and littering along Narragansett Avenue

Councilor Liberati: The subcommittee will meet again in another week or so to review results on changes that have been made; report will be made August 10.

3)
Senior Center Action Committee
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Clifton R. Largess, Jr. as a citizen-at-large member to this ad hoc committee. So voted. Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Charlotte S. Richardson as a citizen-at-large. So voted. Councilor McInnis: The Solicitor has faxed a copy of the signed purchase and sale agreement for 87 North Road; I will schedule a committee meeting in the near future.

4)
Enterprise Committee
Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to appoint Sue Barker to this ad hoc committee and send her a copy of the July 19 work session minutes so she will know the status of the committee. So voted.

5)
Jamestown representative to New Visions of Newport County
Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Hines to appoint Betty R. Kinder. So voted. (This position has no set term; appointee serves at the pleasure of the Town Council.)

6)
Harbor Management Commission
a)
Waterfront property leases and agreements
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to officially endorse the Solicitor's opinion, as expressed in his letter dated June 21, as the Council's position, and forward a copy to the HMC. Councilor Liberati: I do not believe there is a problem, so we do not need to adopt a resolution and forward to them. Councilor McInnis: The HMC asked Council for clarification; this would be in response. Motion so voted.

b)
Memorial square bulkhead repair project

Councilor Liberati: The Downtown Committee received a proposal to square off the bulkhead in relation to the seawall and create a park with trees and benches, which would eliminate the need for a great deal of sheet piling (rip rap instead); I would like to ask the HMC to defer further work on that until the Downtown Committee firms up the proposal from Thomas Todd. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson to send a letter to the HMC Chair to that effect. Councilor Liberati: The Downtown Committee's next meeting is July 28; continue this until August 10. Motion so voted.

c)
East Ferry south apron rip rap revetment project

Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the filing of the CRMC application as presented. So voted. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to authorize Council President Pease to sign the CRMC application on behalf of the Town. So voted.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Resolution re: proposed reconstruction of North Main Road from Route 138 north to East Shore Road (previously addressed and continued to August 23)


COMMUNICATIONS
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to remove #1, 3 and 6 for discussion, and adopt the remainder. So voted.

1)
Excerpts from Save The Bay's annual wastewater treatment plant performance survey entitled "The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly"

Councilor Hines: What is the meaning of the "ugly" rating? Mr. Goslee: The sole basis for the rating was chlorination; we do not have to respond to it, as they are not a regulatory agency; RIDEM is  the regulatory agency and they consider it a minor infraction; in fact, RIDEM in the midst of upgrading our rating; the are working with us toward a solution.

3)
Letter from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development re: appointment of individuals to public housing authority boards of commissioners

Councilor McInnis: Do commissioners have staggered terms? Ms. Donovan: Yes.

6)
Letter from John Snyder re: D M Conanicus Corp., dba Bay View Bar and Grill's entertainment license

Councilor Liberati: Are there limits? Ms. Donovan: The entertainment closing time is based on the hours of the liquor license: 1:00 AM. Ms. Shocket: We do not have decibel limits in our noise ordinance (copies of ordinance distributed to Council). Councilor Liberati: We should work on establishing clear limits on the general issues of how loud and until what hour entertainment is allowed. Ms. Shocket: I will provide copies of North Kingstown's and Newport's noise ordinances for your next meeting. Councilor Robertson: I suggest meeting with the Village Association for their input before amending our noise ordinance. Caesar Floriani (co-owner): We tried to change the unit's use from restaurant to residence; Council turned that down; I do not feel we are out of line; there is nothing that I can do at that restaurant that will mollify the residents. Councilor Liberati: I am not singling out this business or this letter; the ordinance exists, but without a measurable standard, and that is the problem. Arthur Christman: The Town made the developers keep that unit as a restaurant; when the buyer tried to change it, the Town would not let them; all unit purchasers were aware of the existence of that restaurant when they purchased their units. Ms. Donovan: The existing entertainment license for this establishment expires August 31; renewal request not yet received. (Correction: In fact, this license does not expire until November 30.)

2)
Letter from RIDEM re: RI Fiscal 1994 Final Project Priority List (PPL)

4)
Letter from the Jamestown Yacht Club re: future of facilities at Fort Wetherill

5)
Letter from the RI Public Transit Authority re: temporary use of Weeden Lane as detour

7)
Copy of letter from the Jamestown Seniors Association Board of Directors to the Friends of Jamestown Seniors re: Jamestown Senior Meal Site 


NEW BUSINESS
1)
Joint pole location request from New England Telephone and Telegraph Company and Newport Electric Corporation re: Steamboat Avenue 

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve the request, subject to review by the Public Works Director. So voted.

2)
Request for the use of Potter Cove/Taylor Point from Save The Bay re: 17th Annual Swim the Bay event (08/14/93)

Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson that the Administrator write to Save The Bay giving approval for the requested use, but suggest that they caution against swimming in our "ugly" waters, and that the approval is subject to submission of a liability waiver. So voted.


OTHER COMMUNICATIONS
(none)


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to enter executive session at 9:06 PM. So voted.

Council returned to regular session at 9:25 PM. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted.


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:26 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

xc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation




