
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


July 12, 1993

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:32 PM by Council President Fred F. Pease. The following members were present:


Paul A. Robertson


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Denise Jennings, Deputy Town Clerk


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


Joseph W. Tiexiera, Fire Chief


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

(nothing scheduled)

SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMISSION

1)
Application of Phyllis L. Bedard dba Trattoria Simpatico (13 Narragansett Avenue) for Class BV-Limited Alcoholic Beverage License


a) Outside site plan review (continued from 06/14/93)

Councilor Liberati:  Is this what was accepted by the Zoning Board of Review?  Solicitor:  Yes, with the amendments.  The Board asked that the tables closest to the wall be placed 10 feet from the wall.  They also requested that the applicant put a row of vegetation to discourage foot traffic and a rope across the opening in the wall.  Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to to confirm the approval of the Alcoholic Beverage License and accept the site plan as presented.  So voted.


CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor Robertson:  Need to abstain from Bills and Payroll.

Councilor Hines:  I have a question about the land that is referred to in the Conservation Commission meeting minutes of 05/11/93 (Erhardt; AP 5, Lot 234).  I will speak to the Administrator about this.

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve the consent agenda as presented. 4 in favor, 1 abstention; Councilor Robertson. 

The consent agenda consisted of:

1)
Adoption of Minutes:


a)06/28/93 (work session re: civilian dispatchers)


b)06/28/93 (regular meeting)

2)
Bills and Payroll



3)
Copies of minutes of Conservation Commission meeting


a)03/09/93
c)05/11/93


b)04/13/93

4)
Copy of minutes of 05/25/93 Zoning Board of Review meeting

5)
Invitation from the Newport County Chapter for Retarded Citizens re:


Annual Midsummer's Eve Cocktail Party (08/07/93)

6)
New Visions Newsletter (Summer, 1993)

7)
Copy of minutes of 06/09/93 Harbor Management Commission meeting

8)
Abatements/Addenda of taxes report of Tax Assessor received 07/08/93


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

(nothing scheduled)


PUBLIC HEARINGS
(nothing scheduled)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address

Martha Neale, Jamestown Community Playground

Martha Neale read aloud a letter that was submitted to the Administrator and the clerk for filing.  Ms. Neale: The Jamestown Community Playground Corp. would like to donate the playground equipment and a check in the amount of $3,472.54 to the Town of Jamestown which we hope will be used for the annual maintenance contract with the playground architect, Learning Structures.  Councilor Hines:  What was the long term agreement on the maintenance contract of the playground?  Councilor Liberati:  What is the annual amount for the maintenance contract with the contractor?  Ms. Neale:  Approximately, $500.00 per year.

Martha Yates:  Learning Structures does a safety check once a year.  They then tell us what needs to be repaired.  If it is an item such as rope or chain we pick up the cost.  There are some actual parts that were left over such as the rubber that covers the chain and some recycled plastic parts.   The contractor covers actual structure parts and bolts.  Councilor McInnis:  Is there a written contract with Learning Structures?  Ms. Neale:  Yes, the Recreation Department has taken care of this for the last few years.  Councilor McInnis:  I would like to have the Recreation Director make sure that the contract is taken care of every year.  Learning Structures representative:  Recently, we fixed the gates and replaced the railroad ties that were damaged due to flooding.  Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept the funds and ask the Administrator to take care of the continual maintenance and to sign the title.  So voted.  Councilor McInnis:  Would like the Recreation Department to come before the Town Council every year to make sure things are in order.  

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address (none)


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Town Administrator 

Administrator:  No written report, but I did have a staff meeting today and I do have some updates.  

Planning Department:  The Town Planner is expecting to find out the third week of July about the ISTEA Grants and CDBG grant. 

Road cut North Road:  Some of you are probably wondering about the cut in North Road that was recently paved.  It was the result of a repair in a broken water main which was caused by the people that were doing the work on North Main Road.  The Town has fixed the water main. There may be some settling and this may happen again. Council President Pease:  How does that work?  Who pays?  Public Works Director:  We used the State's backhoe and we repaired the line.  Administrator:  The State did some extra work including sewer work would compensation, so we think is it only fair that we fix the broken water line.  

Public Works Department:  The Public Work Department is finishing the water main on Washington Street and will starting the work on Ship Street.

Vandalism:  I had an extensive discussion with staff and also with the Chief of Police today on what approaches we can take.

Rescue vehicle bid:  The bid for the rescue vehicle has been opened (July 2, 1993) and reviewed by the Fire Department and is acceptable.  The bid was from Road Specialty Vehicles, Inc. aka Road Rescue, Inc, at 89,000 with a trade in allowance of 2,000 and is ready for Council approval.  Councilor Liberati:  You have $50,000 from the Champlin Fund, $30,000 from the Financial Town Meeting and $7,000 in private donations, which is a total of $87,000.  Fire Chief: $7,000 plus.  Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Liberati to accept the bid as presented.  So voted.    

Jamestown Country Club Restaurant repairs:  Bid opening re: Handicapped ramp, exterior painting and replacement windows. Council President Pease announced the bid openings as follows:



A. Torti and Sons


$ 56,000



Paul M. Gagne, III


$ 31,000

Councilor McInnis:  Have we made any estimates?  Public Works Director:  The ramp will be about $15,000.  Administrator:  We thought that it would come out between $23,000 and $25, 000.  A. Torti and Sons representative:  If you lifted up the elevation you would be able to eliminate a lot of the ramp.  Councilor Hines:  How many replacement windows?  Public Works Director:  Eleven, the biggest expense is the railing for the ramp.  In order to meet handicapped specifications it has to be steel.  Steel rail is very expensive.  I received an estimate of $4,200 for the exterior painting.  Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reject the bids as received.  So voted.  Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to have the Administrator to have the Public Works Director come up with a more practical design.  So voted.

2) Senior Center Action Committee (2 vacancies/citizens-at-large)

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to postpone the consideration of this vacancy to the next regular meeting on July 26, 1993.  So voted.   


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(none)

COMMUNICATIONS

1)
Copy of letter and resolution from the City of East Providence

re: Narragansett Bay Commission Combined Sewer Overflow Abatement Program

Councilor McInnis:  Forward to the Public Works Department for comment.

2)
Letter from the Quononoquott Garden Club re: deteriorating condition

of the trees around the north reservoir

Councilor Robertson:  The Public Works Director should have the Tree Warden look into this.

4)
Letter of thanks and request for release of funds from Newport County

Community Mental Health Center, Inc. (Administrator will forward to the Finance Director)

5)
DEM notice re: announcement for the availability of funds to

construct, renovate, operate, and maintain marine pump-out facilities

Councilor Hines:  How does this relate to the active construction we have going on?  Administrator: The pump-out station at West Ferry was partially funded with DEM funds and the pump-out station at East Ferry was funded by the Environmental Protection Agency.  

6)
Damage claim re: vehicle owned by William R. Neal

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to forward this to the Solicitor and the Public Works Director for review.  So voted.

7)
Letter from Thomas F. Cahill re: fence law and chemical lawn surface

application

Councilor McInnis:  Mr. Goslee what do you know about this?  Mr. Goslee:  Chemical law surface application is regulated by the State.  Councilor Liberati:  We need to know how much of an impact or difference this is compared to what we do ourselves to fertilize our lawn.  

8)
Letter from Robert I. Dennis re: offer to loan a complete set of model

lighthouses and beacons to the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum

Councilor Robertson: Refer this to the Beavertail Committee.

9)
Letter from Guido F. Carella re: request for street light(s) on

Bayview Drive

Council President Pease: Refer this to the Street Light Committee.

10)
Letter from Jamestown Village Association re: vandalism and

littering along Narragansett Avenue:  Councilor Liberati:  Would like to take up under New Business.

The following communication was received without comment:

3)
CRMC Cease and Desist Order re: Adele Beck (AP 14, Lot 6; 63 Seaside

Drive)

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept all communications as presented.  So voted.


NEW BUSINESS

1)
Request from Rena Tyson, R & R Gallery for change of location (application of Lisa Smith) from East Ferry to 47 Conanicus Avenue

Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve the request.  So voted.  Council President Pease:  Applicant may also use the East Ferry location as originally approved.

2)
Request from St. Matthew's Episcopal Church to erect a banner across Narragansett Avenue (annual parish summer sale)

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Liberati to approve the request contingent upon proper notification of utility companies.  So voted.

3)
License requests:




a)
One day




Applicant







Type



Analysis & Technology (8/28)



Entertainment

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve the the request pending resolution taxes. So voted.




Applicant







Type



Jamestown Yacht Club (8/21)



Peddlar

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve the the request pending resolution taxes. So voted.

4)
Request from Jamestown Village Association to conduct annual barbecue at East Ferry

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Liberati to approve the request contingent upon applicant getting the proper licenses for this event.  So voted.

Jamestown Village Association re: vandalism and littering along Narragansett Avenue

Councilor Liberati:  We must make it clear to the Town Administrator and the Chief of Police that this type of activity will not be tolerated and that we are prepared to use whatever resources are required or whatever funds that are necessary to make sure that this stops.  If the Police Chief and Police Department consider it valuable to make revisions to the existing loitering ordinance or other ordinances that govern this type of behavior we would be more than happy to pass those ordinances. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor McInnis that the Council adopt the following positions:  1) We are prepared to spend money on police overtime or any resources the Administrator and Police Chief think are necessary to solve the problem.  2) To pass whatever ordinances that would be helpful.  Council President Pease: I certainly want it known that this Council will do most anything to maintain the quality of life that Jamestown represents.  I feel very strongly about this and I know every member of the Council feels the same.  Motion so voted.

W. Sterling Graham:  Maybe the existing loitering laws need to be enforced.  You could maybe establish a curfew.  Councilor Liberati:  In regards to the loitering law, we have to be careful and look into this.  A curfew would probably not work because the majority of these people are not minors.  Council President Pease:  Maybe we could get a short lived committee together to review this?  Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Hines to form a committee consisting of the Town Administrator, Chief of Police, Timothy Baker, President of the Jamestown Village Association and Councilor Liberati and for that committee to report back to the Council at the next regular meeting on July 26, 1993.  So voted.  

Administrator:  The 3:00 PM to 11:00 PM shift has an officer that does a little foot patrol and tries to keep control.  A majority of the activity seems to be taken place after 11:00 PM.

Committees:
Enterprise Committee: Councilor McInnis:  Councilor Hines has asked the Town Clerk to review the charge of the Enterprise Committee.  From what I can see their report should have been ready by the Financial Town Meeting of the following year (3/1992).  Is the Enterprise Committee loosing its sense of direction?  Maybe we should set some sort of deadline.  Councilor Hines:  We should meet with the Committee to see what type of schedule they are working with.  Jim Tobin:  The only thing we have not done is East Ferry.

Council President Pease:  The following Committees I feel should be formally disbanded: 

Commerce Committee:  Committee was created, but no action was taken. 

Police Manpower Study Committee:  Project has been completed.

Fort Wetherill Committee:  Project has been completed.

Charter Review Committee:  Project has been completed.

Town Administrator Search Committee:  Project has been completed.

Council President Pease:  These people should be notified that they have formally discharged and to thank them for their service.

Motion made by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to send letters  to each of these Committees to formally discharge them and to thank them for their service.  So voted.

Motion made by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Hines to meet with the Enterprise Committee at a work session on July 19, 1993 at 8:00 PM following the Council sitting as Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners.  So voted.  


EXECUTIVE SESSION
(nothing scheduled)


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to adjourn at 8:45 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Denise Jennings

Deputy Town Clerk

xc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






