
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


May 17, 1993

A special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:32 PM by Town Clerk Theresa C. Donovan, CMC. The following newly elected members were present:


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis


Fred F. Pease


Paul A. Robertson

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


J. Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor

A presentation was made by David Flanagan, Esq. (Special Assistant Attorney General) on the Open Meetings Act (RIGL Title 42, Chapter 46). Among the points addressed by Mr. Flanagan were:


o
discussion of public business with another Council member, even without attaining quorum, would constitute a violation


o
the "personnel" exemption of the Act allows Council to go into executive session, but discussion must be confined to the three areas identified (job performance, character or physical or mental health); unsure how this may relate to applicants for positions

Ms. Donovan announced the certification of the results of the election held on May 5, 1993:


Name




Position


Term Ending

Richard A. Hines

Town Council

May 3, 1995


Mark E. Liberati

Town Council

May 3, 1995


Steven M. McInnis

Town Council

May 3, 1995


Fred F. Pease


Town Council

May 3, 1995


Paul A. Robertson

Town Council

May 3, 1995


Sirje Carl


School Committee
May 7, 1997


Julio J. DiGiando

School Committee
May 7, 1997


Lisa M. Rafferty

School Committee
May 7, 1997


William H. Reynolds, Jr.
School Committee
May 3, 1995


Gloria C. Dahl


Moderator


May 3, 1995

Rhode Island Supreme Court Justice Donald F. Shea administered the oaths of office to the Council members, School Committee members and Moderator and Ms. Donovan distributed their certificates.

Ms. Donovan called for nominations for Council President. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to nominate Councilor Pease as President. Hearing no other nominations, Ms. Donovan put the motion to a vote; so unanimously voted. Gavel and meeting were turned over to Council President Pease.

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Council President Pease to nominate Councilor Robertson as Vice President. Hearing no other nominations, Council President Pease put the motion to a vote; so unanimously voted.

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis that regular meetings of the Council be held on the second and fourth Monday of each month at 7:30 PM. So voted.

Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Hines that the Town Council will meet as a Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners on the third Monday of each month at 7:30 PM. So voted.

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to reappoint J. Peter McGuirl, Esq. as Probate Judge. So voted.

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reappoint James A. Donnelly, Esq. as Town Solicitor. Councilor Liberati: I have no objection to the Probate Judge and Town Sergeant being retained, as they receive nominal compensation; however, the Solicitor involves significant fees; I suggest holding a discussion in public of possible candidates; I am not prepared to vote on this appointment tonight; I suggest seeking proposals and having a public hearing. Councilor Hines: That is a valid point; this is a key position; it would be appropriate to delay appointment to a later time so Council can consider this further. Councilor Robertson: According to the Charter, the Solicitor serves at the pleasure of the Council; that person can be replaced at a later date if the Council becomes dissatisfied. Councilor Liberati: The current Solicitor continues to serve until replaced; we do not need to reappoint tonight. Councilor McInnis: I do not want to solicit proposals until I know what litigation we are in the middle of. (Discussion.) Council President Pease: I agree with the points raised, and will feel free to revisit the subject for specific contract and monetary considerations. Motion so voted by 3 in favor, Councilors Liberati and Hines opposed, stating they do not oppose Mr. Donnelly individually, just the procedure.

Council President Pease: We have received a letter of resignation from Sirje Carl. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to appoint Carol Nelson-Lee as Town Sergeant. So voted.

Council Representatives to Committees:
Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis that Council President Pease serve on the Harbor Management Commission. So voted.

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Council President Pease that Councilor Robertson serve on the Parking Committee. So voted.

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Council President Pease that Councilor Liberati serve on the Downtown Committee. So voted.

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Liberati that Councilors Pease and McInnis serve on and as the Street Light Committee. So voted.

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Council President Pease that Councilor Hines serve on the Route 138 Road Construction Committee. So voted. Motion by Council President Pease, seconded by Councilor McInnis that Councilor Robertson also serve on the Route 138 Road Construction Committee. So voted.

Library Building Committee: Ms. Shocket: The construction is due to end by the beginning of July; the committee meets weekly until then. Council President Pease: I recommend Ms. Shocket monitor the progress and report to Council. Councilor Robertson: Please get minutes of the meetings for Council. Council consensus: No Council representation needed.

Executive Session Announcement:

Ms. Shocket: I withdraw my earlier request for a session regarding personnel.

There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to adjourn at 8:27 AM to a scheduled meeting of Water and Sewer Commissioners. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

xc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






