
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


March 22, 1993

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:30 PM by Council Vice-President Ellicott Wright. The following members were present:


Mark E. Liberati


Mary E. Meagher


Paul A. Robertson

(Absent: Sandra J. Bouchard, President)

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


George Meservey, Town Planner


J. Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair


David F. Bouchard, Enterprise Committee Chair


Joseph W. Tiexiera, Fire Chief


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
1) Meeting schedule during Passover: Councilor Wright: Due to a conflict with the observation of Passover, Council needs to change its regular meeting scheduled on April 12. Council consensus: The regular meeting will be held instead on April 15th at 7:30 PM; Council packets will be available on the 13th after 5:00 PM.


SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMISSION

1)
Request from Upstairs Downstairs, Inc., dba Schoolhouse Cafe, 14 Narragansett Avenue to extend Class B-Victualing licensed premises to include outdoor bar and service area (continued from 3/8/93)

Councilor Wright: We were waiting for comment from the Building Official and Police Chief. Ms. Shocket: The Building Official spoke to the owner; neither he nor the Police Chief have a problem with the proposal if it is not significantly different from last year's operation. Robert Borday: I am looking to set up a 3-foot grill (previously approved) and an outside service bar; the restaurant seating area would be closed during the day, but the kitchen would be open as would the restrooms; the service bar would have beer, wine and perhaps a blender for preparing frozen drinks. Motion by Councilor Robertson to approve the request based upon the information at hand (no second). Ms. Shocket: The Police Chief has not signed off yet; it is not clear from the Building Official's discussion how different it would be from last year. Mr. Borday: Lunch would be served outside (weather permitting) and dinner would be served inside. Councilor Meagher: I am hesitant to approve this without clear approval by the Building Official and Police Chief. Motion by Councilor Meagher to approve the request pending the approvals of the Building Official and Police Chief. So voted by 3 in favor, none opposed and Councilor Liberati abstaining.


CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the consent agenda as presented. Councilor Liberati: Please pull Bills and Payroll (#2). Councilor Wright: Also pull #1-e. Ms. Shocket: Also #1-a. Motion as amended, so voted. The amended consent agenda consisted of:

1)
Adoption of Minutes:


b)
02/25/93 (special meeting)


c)
03/01/93 (special meeting)


d)
03/01/92 (financial town meeting)

3)
Copy of minutes of 02/10/93 Harbor Management Commission meeting

4)
Copy of minutes of 03/10/93 Fire Department Compensation Committee meeting

5)
Copy of minutes of 03/15/93 Board of Canvassers meeting

6)
RI Public Records Report (February, 1993)
 

7)
Attendance Records 


a)
Planning Commission


b)
Harbor Management Commission

8)
Letter from New Visions of Newport County, Inc. re: Blood Drive (03/22/93) on behalf of Jean Hicks, Executive Director

9)
Declaration of local disaster (March 13 storm)

1) Adoption of Minutes (a) 02/22/93 (regular meeting): Ms. Shocket: On page 4, reference is made to "TIP"; it should be the Transportation Enhancement Plan ("TEP"). Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to amend the minutes per Ms. Shocket's correction. So voted.

1) Adoption of Minutes (e) 03/08/93 (regular meeting): Councilor Wright: On page 3 regarding Mr. Fredette's communication, I move to amend the minutes that I said the other abutters should be consulted and the intention of the original owner be kept in mind; seconded by Councilor Robertson. Motion so voted by 3 in favor, none opposed and Councilor Meagher abstaining as she was not present on March 8.

2) Bills and Payroll: Councilor Liberati: What is the $44,506? Ms. Shocket: That is for riprap revetment at West Ferry, and is supposed to be paid upon completion of the work; this was just a purchase order; work is to be completed by May 15. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to strike the payment of $44,506 to Site Tech Corporation from the bills and payroll. So voted. Councilor Meagher: What is the Maguire Group bill for on the same account? Ms. Shocket: Bulkhead design. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve bills and payroll as amended. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Solicitor: I need to speak to Council about negotiation of real estate. (No objection from Council; as scheduled on agenda)


PUBLIC HEARINGS

(none scheduled)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address (none)

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address

Councilor Wright stated the Open Forum rules: thirty-minute limit, with each unscheduled speaker limited to three minutes.

Tammy Fasano (representing Jamestown Humane Society): I will address our letter when it comes up on the agenda.

Councilor Wright: There being no one else wishing to be heard, open forum is now closed and will not be continued at the end of the meeting.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator

a) General Report (attached)

b) Community Development Block Grant: A public hearing on the CDBG application has been scheduled on April 1 at 6:00 PM, and will be conducted by the Planner and Administrator to determine public sentiment for the continuation of existing programs and ideas for new projects.

c) Transportation Improvement Program: Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the roads listed in the letter of request (TIP application). Councilor Meagher: Were is the commuter lot on Narragansett Avenue? Mr. Meservey: There is a vacant lot across from the Holy Ghost Society's building that has potential. Councilor Meagher: This is the first I have heard of it. Mr. Meservey: It was proposed by the Village Association. Motion so voted.

d) Police Academy Legislation: Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Liberati to support House bill #93-H-6528, which authorizes a raise in inspection fees by $1.00 to help fund the municipal police academy. Councilor Liberati: I do not see that it is our job to support a bill to raise money for State cuts. Councilor Robertson: I am not ready to support this without more explanation. Ms. Shocket: I spoke to the executive director of the RI League of Cities and Towns; if we do not support this, we will end up paying for it anyway in the form of tuition, etc.; until now, it has been funded by the State, but has been cut from the budget by the Governor; also under discussion is a possible State Safety Training Academy. Arthur Christman: The State disbanded the Fire Training Academy; anything is possible. Councilor Wright: I would support this as a way to continue to support the police academy, although this might not be the best way to do it. So voted by 3 in favor, Councilor Robertson opposed.

Veterans Exemption: Solicitor: The Town approved a $3,000 tax exemption for qualified veterans in 1986; the corresponding legislative language was flawed, although Council's intention was clear; Council needs to reiterate to the State legislature its support for something that was already approved. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reiterate the Town's support for $3,000 tax exemption for qualified veterans. So voted.

Fort Wetherill: Councilor Meagher: I understood there was ongoing discussion with Federal representatives; the buyout figure is $160,000; we wanted them to waive it, with support from our representatives to that effect. Ms. Shocket will follow up. Councilor Liberati: I thought the intent of speaking to them was perhaps to stretch payments out; also, we had discussed the lease with Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association funding the payments. Ms. Shocket will speak to representatives about eliminating/diminishing the buyout amount, then the possibility of payment extension, if necessary. Councilor Wright: We need to act promptly and put this on the April 15 agenda. Mr. Bouchard: The Enterprise Committee's recommendations stipulated that the lease payments be used to pay off the debt service, and not go into the general harbor management fund.

Finance Director's Retirement: Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept with tremendous regrets Elizabeth Theresa Littlefield's notice of retirement, and extend Council's and the Town's thanks for her many years of dedicated service. So voted.

2) Library Board of Trustees re: formal notification of library closing (March 27 - May 2, 1993): (noted)

3) Harbor Management Commission (HMC)

a)
West Ferry Wharf projects: (noted)

b)
West Ferry Wharf steel bulkhead temporary repairs: (noted)

c)
Copy of advertisement re: Harbormaster position

Councilor Meagher: The job description has been changed to reflect what the HMC believes it needs.

4) Planning Commission's draft of proposed zoning amendments
Councilor Meagher: I request that we table this until April 15. Councilor Robertson: I would like to see the original with the proposals to compare them against.

5) Affordable Housing Committee
Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Meagher to appoint Lisa Goslow. So voted. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Meagher to appoint Eric T. Lexow. So voted.

6) Enterprise Committee
Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Anne Maxwell Livingston. So voted. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Maryanne Crawford. So voted.

7) Ambulance Association Compensation Committee (2 unaffiliated vacancies; no responses): Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to readvertise the vacancies. So voted.

8) Fire Department Compensation Committee
a)
3 fire department members

Chief Tiexiera: We voted at the last May meeting to put 3 people on; we need your approval on those three; we are due for elections again in May of this year; I recommend Council appoint Santino Campo, Jr., Steven J. Tiexiera and Craig Watson. Councilor Liberati: I understood this to be ratifying what the Fire Department had done. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Meagher to approve the appointments of Firefighters Campo, Tiexiera and Watson as department representative members. So voted.

b)
2 unaffiliated members

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reappoint Raymond Dunlevy. So voted. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Eric T. Lexow. So voted. (Clerk instructed to send a letter of thanks to Francisco Brasil for his service on the committee.)


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1)
Councilor Meagher re: East Ferry/Ambulance Barn parking (continued from 03/08/93)

Councilor Meagher: Table this until April 15.

2)
Proposed dog control referendum
a) Letter from Tracey Verrier, Director Humane Society of Jamestown

Discussion about legislative process. Councilor Meagher: If we want to get the question of a 24-hour law on the May 5 ballot, we will need a special meeting on March 29 to meet the deadline. Councilor Robertson: We need public input on any proposed legislative changes.

Tammy Fasano: We want JHS's neutering proposal to be considered in conjunction with a 24-hour law as a viable alternative.

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to call a special Council meeting on March 29 to discuss a possible referendum question on a 24-hour law and discussion on the Humane Society's letter regarding a license fee schedule for neutered and unneutered dogs and to encourage public discussion of the leash law. So voted.


COMMUNICATIONS
1)
Newport County Community Mental Health Center, Inc. for 1993-1994 funding

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to send whatever we have budgeted for NCCMHC to them. So voted.

2)
Clayton A. Carlisle re: caretaker position at the Beavertail Lighthouse (noted)

Councilor Liberati: I heard there are a number of conditions and restrictions on the use of that property; we should begin looking into that; we will need that before we begin looking into the conditions of the lease. Councilor Robertson: I would like to see the lease agreement for the radar station as well. Ms. Shocket will supply same.

3)
Requests for support for anti-casino legislation

a)
Rep. Rodney D. Driver


b)
Charlestown Town Council

Councilor Wright: I would like to see the bill. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to request the Representative Driver supply a copy of the bill for the Council's review. So voted.

4)
RIDOT re: acknowledgement of receipt of the Transportation Enhancement Program application (noted)

5)
William A. Bricker re: user fee at Hull Cove Beach
Councilor Meagher: This was discussed today at the parking ordinances meeting; put it on the April 15 agenda when the parking committee will report.

6)
Braden B. Kane, Jr. re: financial town meeting
Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Meagher to forward a copy of the letter to the Board of Canvassers. So voted.


NEW BUSINESS

1)
New license request:


Applicant






Type


John and Joey [sic] Perry


 dba Perry Brothers




Trash Collector
Ms. Donovan: Council might need more information; they were asked to be here tonight (no one present); both applicants are minors as of now; we do not issue licenses to minors. Councilor Robertson: One of them will be 18 in May. Council consensus: Table the application until signatures of Town officials can be obtained; Clerk to provide copy of ordinance; Solicitor to provide input.


MISCELLANEOUS
State Aid to Education: Councilor Liberati: The Governor is planning to tie special education and teacher retirements to the State-aid-to-schools formula; once again, Jamestown will be impacted dramatically if that is allowed; I suggest we pass a resolution opposing this legislation. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Meagher to oppose any legislation that would further reduce State aid to education. Council consensus: Councilor Liberati will draft the resolution; no vote is needed until the draft is before Council. Motion withdrawn by Councilor Liberati. Councilor Liberati: I would like a public hearing with our legislators to make it clear how strongly we feel about this. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to invite Rep. Mary E. Levesque and Sen. M. Teresa Paiva-Weed to Council's meeting on April 15 to discuss State aid to education, and to invite the School Committee as well. So voted.

North Road Improvements: Councilor Liberati: Council received a letter from RIDOT several weeks ago stating that they decline to build the road we want on North Road; I had proposed pursuit of scenic highway designation. Councilor Meagher: Classifying it as a scenic highway would provide an impediment for those who live on North Road; the head of the Scenic Highway Board did not seem to feel it would provide any impediment for RIDOT, but would add another layer of bureaucracy; we might want to continue our discussion with RIDOT; there may still be room for negotiation. Councilor Liberati: We should either schedule another meeting with them to see if that is possible, or pursue it with Scenic Highway; we should do something instead of nothing. Councilor Wright: A meeting would be appropriate so we can get comments from residents of that area on any compromise to be discussed. Councilor Meagher: We need more information from RIDOT; also, we should all review the scenic highway application and its ramifications. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Meagher that the Administrator schedule a meeting with RIDOT sometime in late April, and that meeting will be open to the public. So voted.

Road Conditions: Councilor Robertson (to Ms. Shocket): See what we can do about gravel road maintenance, ie. techniques, training, additional gravel needed, cost factors, and priorities, for the April 15 meeting. Mr. Christman: Would it be feasible to take the worst road one each year and pave it? Councilor Robertson: There is not enough money budgeted. Mr. Goslee: It costs $18 per linear foot for paving alone (without grading and drainage); we have 55 miles of road in Town; last year we did a quarter mile; we are limited by the voter-approved budget.


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to enter executive session at 9:10 PM. So voted.

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Meagher to schedule an executive session on March 29 at 7:00 PM with the Friends of the Seniors. So voted. (Councilor Wright will contact Clifton Largess.)

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to adjourn at 9:28 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

xc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






