
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


January 11, 1993

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:31 PM by Council President Sandra J. Bouchard.  The following members were present:


Ellicott Wright, Vice-President


Mark E. Liberati


Mary E. Meagher


Paul A. Robertson

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Lieutenant Thomas P. Tighe, Acting Chief of Police


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


J. Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
1)
Administration of oath of office to Acting Police Chief, Lt. xe "Police Chief"Thomas P. Tighe as Permanent Police Chief
Council President Bouchard: Chief Tighe is fair, honest and professional and enjoys the support of his family and department; we wholeheartedly support his nomination by the Town Administrator. (Council President Bouchard read aloud a congratulatory letter from Rep. Mary E. Levesque, then administered the oath of office to Chief Tighe.) (Chief Tighe was not present for the remainder of the meeting.)


SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMISSION

1)
Response from Solicitor re: application of Jeannette E. Mandes dba 

index \e '
'
Island Pizzaxe "Alcoholic Beverage License:Island Pizza" (5 Clarke Street) for Class B-Limited license

Solicitor: I do not believe it is possible to grant such a license because of RIGL 3-7-19 (no B, C or I licenses within 200' of a church); the Zoning Official did measurements and found the applicant to be within 200' of two churches; the Zoning Board of Review denied the application based on that finding and the testimony of objectors; I confirmed that interpretation with the RI Liquor Control Administrator; it is not within Council's power to issue a license within that radius. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Wright to deny the application of Island Pizza based on the Solicitor's opinion, the provisions of RIGL 3-7-19 and the denial by the Zoning Board of Review. So voted.

2)
Letter of thanks from Thomas Alexander (Alexander Enterprises, Inc.) dba 

index \e '
'
Narragansett Cafexe "Alcoholic Beverage License:Narragansett Cafe"
(Received and noted)


CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to pull bills and payroll (#2). Motion to amend so voted. Motion to approve the consent agenda as amended, so voted. The amended consent agenda consisted of:


1)
Adoption of Minutes:



a)
December 7, 1992 (work session; 2nd segment)



b)
December 14, 1992 (regular meeting)



c)
December 21, 1992 (special session)



d)
January 4, 1993 (work session)


3)
Copy of minutes of Planning Commission meetings



a)
December 2, 1992

b)
December 16, 1992


4)
Copy of minutes of 11/24/92 Zoning Board of Review meeting


5)
Copy of minutes of 11/30/92 Board of Canvassers meeting


6)
Attendance record: Harbor Management Commission

 
7)
RI Public Records Reports (November and December, 1992)


8)
Notices from the RI Division of Planning



a)
Public hearing notice: 01/06/93 (Transportation/Air Quality)



b)
Schedule of regular meetings for 1993


9)
Notice of draft RI Division of Water Resources (RIDEM) re: storm water discharge associated with industrial activity

2) Bills and Payroll: Councilor Robertson: What is the Pioneer bill? Mr. Goslee: For an air compressor for one of the dump trucks. (Councilor Robertson questioned another bill and Mr. Goslee stated he would research and report back.) Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright to approve bills and payroll as presented. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Solicitor: I need to discuss real estate and litigation with Council, including the claim under Communications #8 on this agenda. Council acknowledged.


PUBLIC HEARINGS

1) 
Proposed Amendment to Section 18-4 of Chapter 18 (

index \e '
'
Trafficxe "Traffic:Stop signs") of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Jamestown: control of intersections and placement of "STOP" signs at the following locations:


INTERSECTION LOCATION



LOCATION OF SIGNS



index \e '
'
Beacon Avenue & Neptune Streetxe "Traffic:Beacon Avenue & Neptune Street"

Beacon Avenue (southeast










and northwest corners)




index \e '
'
Beacon Avenue & Spirketing Streetxe "Traffic:Beacon Avenue & Spirketing Street"

Beacon Avenue (southeast










and northwest corners)




index \e '
'
Beacon Avenue & Garboard Streetxe "Traffic:Beacon Avenue & Garboard Street"

Beacon Avenue (southeast










and northwest corners)




index \e '
'
Beacon Avenue & Frigate Streetxe "Traffic:Beacon Avenue & Frigate Street"

Frigate Street (northeast










and southwest corners)




index \e '
'
Seaside Drive & Frigate Streetxe "Traffic:Seaside Drive & Frigate Street"

Seaside Drive (southeast










and northwest corners)

Council President Bouchard read the proposed ordinance as advertised and declared the public hearing open.

Vaughn Nelson-Lee: I am president of the Jamestown Shores Association (JSA); we recommend Council approve all proposed controls; speeding is a serious problem in the area and the stop signs should help; increased police presence is also helpful.

Christine Ariel: I urge Council to vote in favor of the proposals; the current situation poses serious hazards to residents, children and pets in those areas; there are no sidewalks or painted lines on the roads, but there is significant motor traffic.

David Bouchard: I urge Council to withhold approval of the installation of stop signs and instead, have police conduct random surveillance; there was a significant impact when that was done in the past; the number of signs proposed is too many; people may ignore them if they do not make sense.

Luann Gosselin: I urge both signs and police presence; 9 out of 10 cars are speeding when police are not there; the only other suggestion I have is that if the police write more speeding tickets, the revenue would pay for the overtime if required.

Carol Nelson-Lee: I praise the new Police Chief in slowing down traffic and reducing left turns from Route 138; I would like to see more of that; Beacon Avenue has become a major thoroughfare for the Jamestown Shores neighborhoods; I would like to see more of a police presence.

Timothy Wasco: We have met with the Police Chief; he seemed to agree that the stops would slow traffic down.

Lawrence Bonier: I urge Council support of the stop signs; police enforcement is very effective when they are there; stop signs would slow people down when the police are not there.

Ms. Ariel: Calling Beacon Avenue a thoroughfare disturbs me; although it is an entrance to the Shores area, it was not intended to be major thoroughfare; I urge you to consider that Beacon Avenue was not intended as a State road for people to go 40 mph while they cut through to somewhere else.

There being no one else wishing to be heard, Council President Bouchard declared the public hearing closed. Councilor Meagher: These proposed traffic controls were approved by the Police Chief. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright to approve the proposed ordinance amendment as advertised. Councilor Robertson: To clarify Ms. Gosselin's suggestion, since we do not have a municipal court, the State gets most of the money from our traffic fines; the money does not go toward overtime; we requested legislation for a local court, but it was not approved. Council President Bouchard: Speeding exists throughout the island; stop signs might help, but I think people will do "rolling stops"; police enforcement must continue. Mr. Goslee: Chief Tighe and I reviewed each one of the proposals submitted by citizens; some were eliminated; these remained as endorsed by Chief Tighe and me. Motion so voted. Ms. Donovan: Chief Tighe's report also recommended crosswalks at certain locations and ancillary warning signs ("Slow", "Stop Ahead", etc.); these signals do not require a hearing; by ordinance, the Public Works Director is authorized to install them.


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address (none)

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address


Council President Bouchard stated the Open Forum rules: thirty-minute limit, with each unscheduled speaker limited to three minutes.

Nancy Randall: I want a 24-hour leash law; our cat was killed a couple weeks ago by a couple dogs marauding around the neighborhood; I am concerned for the safety of my children; it happened in my driveway; I want this on the May referendum; so many people have had so many complaints; the limited law we have seems inadequate; (letter submitted); I caught the two dogs that killed my cat and the dog officer told me they had a previous history of killing cats.

Barrett Sand: We have a big dog; we manage to keep him leashed and take care of him; it is neglectful that people do not take care of their dogs; you cannot just chain a dog and leave it; something must be done about dogs running loose the way they are; please consider Ms. Randall's request.

Donald Armington: I would like to speak to the proposed revisions to the harbor management ordinance.

Mr. Sand: I am appalled at the speed on 

index \e '
'
East Shore Roadxe "Traffic:East Shore Road" from the Newport Bridge toll plaza; I spoke to the Police Chief about it; you should make Jamestown a hazard for these people, so they get caught repeatedly; huge trucks are going 60 to 70 mph; 25 mph is impossible anymore with the engineering of today's cars; pick speeds that are appropriate for today's cars, even if the roads are not; I recommend 35 mph on East Shore Road north of Eldred Avenue. Council President Bouchard (to Ms. Shocket): Ask Chief Tighe to contact the State Police for assistance with patrolling State roads.

Council President Bouchard: There being no one else wishing to address Council, open forum is now closed and will not be extended at the end of the meeting.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator

a)
General Report (attached hereto)

Additionally:

Water and Sewer Meeting: Council consensus: The Water and Sewer Commissioners meeting on January 19 will be kept at 7:30 PM as scheduled.



index \e '
'
Proposed Senior Centerxe "Proposed Senior Center": Council President Bouchard (to Ms. Shocket): Ask the Town Planner and Finance Director to follow up on funding possibilities for the proposed senior center. We also need a negotiating committee to look into Dr. Goldberg's site. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright that the committee consist of the Administrator, Solicitor and one Councilor. So voted. Councilor Wright volunteered.

Leash Law: Council President Bouchard: We can discuss a proposed 24-hour 

index \e '
'
leash law referendumxe "Animal control:leash law referendum" as Council on January 25.

2)


index \e '
'
Library Board of Trusteesxe "Library Board of Trustees" (3 vacancies)


a)
Letter of resignation from Alma Davenport de la Ronde


b)
William R. Bricker (reappointment request)



i)
Letter from Chair requesting Mr. Bricker's reappointment


c)
Edward W. Smith (reappointment request)



i)
Letter from chair requesting Mr. Smith's reappointment (see 10/26/92 agenda)





d)
Letters of interest from:



Helen H. Smith




Judith J. DiGiorgio



Clayton A. Carlisle



Diane Suzzi



Eric T. Lexow




Heidi E. Keller Moon



Joseph H. Farnham

Motion by Councilor Wright, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reappoint Edward W. Smith for a 3-year term, term ending January 1996. So voted. Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to appoint Helen H. Smith to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Ms. de la Ronde, a 3-year term, term ending January 1996. Councilor Liberati: I have a question about there being 3 vacancies. Ms. Donovan: Actually, there are 2 vacancies now; Mr. Bricker's term does not actually expire until the end of February. Councilor Liberati: I have no problem appointing Helen Smith now as long as I know Mr. Bricker will be reappointed next month. Council President Bouchard: I will not make my vote conditional. Discussion. Motion so voted. Ms. Donovan: Consideration of Mr. Bricker's reappointment and other letters of interest will be on the February 22 agenda.

3)
Zoning Board of Review (2 vacancies for alternates)

Councilor Meagher removed herself from the Council table, discussion and vote.


a)
Rolf Knudsen (reappointment request)


b)
Letters of interest from:



Christopher M. Neronha


Richard Allphin



Thomas F. Ginnerty



Michael Brennan



Clifford Hamm




Catherine L. Finney

Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Wright to reappoint Rolf Knudsen as an alternate for a 1 year term, term ending December 1993. So voted. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Wright to appoint Catherine Finney as an alternate for a 1 year term, replacing Virginia Perry, term ending December 1993. So voted. Councilor Meagher returned to the Council table.

4)


index \e '
'
Beavertail Advisory Committeexe "Beavertail Advisory Committee"

a)
Reappointment request of Russell S. Clarke (t/e 10/92)

5)


index \e '
'
Jamestown Housing Authorityxe "Jamestown Housing Authority"

a)
Reappointment request of Charlotte S. Richardson (t/e 12/92)

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to advertise both vacancies for 30 days. So voted.

Council President Bouchard: The Administrator has requested an executive session for 8:30 AM on Saturday, January 16 to discuss 

index \e '
'
personnelxe "Personnel:Executive session". Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson to convene an executive session on that date and time. So voted.

6)
Proposed 

index \e '
'
Zoning Ordinancexe "Zoning Ordinance:Proposed amendment" amendment re: 

index \e '
'
proposed ballfieldxe "Proposed ballfield" at the intersection of Eldred Avenue and East Shore Road


a)
Letter from Councilor Liberati


b)
Copy of memorandum from Town Planner to Councilor Liberati


c)
Copy of memorandum from Town Clerk to the Planning Commission

Councilor Liberati: Upon review of the facts, the Planner, Solicitor and I had a meeting on December 28, 1992 and determined that the easiest, most efficient course for the Town to take would be to amend the zoning ordinance; there are many legal uses of the RR-80 district that are consistent and compatible with ballfields. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Meagher to advertise the proposed amendment for public hearing. Ms. Donovan: The hearing must be at least a month away; by State law, the proposal must be advertised 3 times in a newspaper of local circulation. Councilor Liberati: I would like the Solicitor to prepare an advertisement that would be consistent with the zoning ordinance; I would like to keep it moving forward; Council can review the advertising language on January 19 without a formal vote. Council President Bouchard (to Solicitor): I do not want to vary too much from what was discussed during public work sessions on the subject. Solicitor: This would permit such a use in any RR-80 zone, not just that property. Motion so voted.

7)


index \e '
'
Harbor Management Commissionxe "Harbor Management Commission:Proposed budget and activities report" (HMC)


a)
Memorandum re: proposed amendments to the 

index \e '
'
Harbor Management Ordinancexe "Harbor Management Ordinance:Proposed amendments"
Councilor Meagher: The HMC is meeting on January 13; Council will take no action tonight; we are waiting for HMC's review.


b)
Report of activities for 1992


c)
Proposed 1993-4 budget

8)
Solicitor: closing documents for 

index \e '
'
library constructionxe "Library construction"
Solicitor: I received documents from FmHA regarding the closing on the loan for the library; they are handling it like a purchase of property; I spoke to John A. Murphy, Esq. (Library Board of Trustees Chair); I did not know how Council wanted this handled since it is a Board of Trustees project; involves title work. Council President Bouchard: I thought the library had done it in the past. Councilor Liberati: The question is who will bear the cost; I understood their budget would bear the closing costs; if so, this would be their responsibility. Solicitor: I will speak to Mr. Murphy; if appropriate, I will turn it over to them.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)


index \e '
'
Recreation Advisory Committeexe "Recreation Advisory Committee"
Ms. Donovan: A resident asked that this be addressed again; Council held a work session on the proposed committee several months back, then referred it to the former Administrator and Recreation Director for their input (never received). Council President Bouchard (to Ms. Donovan): Make copies of the work session minutes for the Administrator, and put this on the January 25 agenda.

2)
Proposed revisions to the 

index \e '
'
Harbor Management Ordinancexe "Harbor Management Ordinance:Proposed amendments" (cont. form 12/14/92)

Council President Bouchard: We will continue this to the February 8 agenda to allow for HMC's response.


COMMUNICATIONS
1)
Farmers Home Administration re: 

index \e '
'
library additionxe "Library construction:library addition"
Councilor Liberati: I am concerned about this letter and its tone. Councilor Meagher: It has been resolved; our Public Works Director and Building Official helped effect a solution.

6)
John Sherman re: request for investigation

Council President Bouchard: Is the Zoning Board addressing this? Ms. Shocket: No application has been made to the Board. Solicitor: The owner of 

index \e '
'
Second Heavenxe "Second Heaven:John Sherman" spoke at a zoning meeting, but has not filed an application on which the Board could act; he was advised of the filing deadlines; the Board could not do anything to address his claim that evening because of the State laws requiring abutter notification and advertising. Councilor Robertson (to Ms. Shocket): Ask the Building Official to come to our next meeting; I want him to address some of Mr. Sherman's concerns; I want to give Mr. Sherman an answer of some sort.

The following communications were not specifically addressed:


2)
Mary S. McGaughan re: support of Karen Salvatore, DOT Watch, as the next RIDOT Director


3)
Army Corp of Engineers re: 

index \e '
'
West Ferryxe "West Ferry:Riprap revetment" riprap revetment


4)
Letters of support re: appointment of Matthew Bolles as 

index \e '
'
Recreation Directorxe "Recreation Director:Matthew Bolles"


a)
Thomas P. M. Greig



b)
Helen O'Malley


5)
Amy A. Vigars re: request for taxpayers evening with the new Town Administrator


7)
Letters of support for 

index \e '
'
proposed playfieldsxe "Proposed ballfield:proposed playfields" at Eldred Avenue and East Shore Road (14; copies not supplied; on file with Town Clerk)


8)
Notice of claim from Atty. Sheila M. Cooley re: 

index \e '
'
Carol Souzaxe "Carol Souza:Notice of claim"

NEW BUSINESS
1)


index \e '
'
License Requestsxe "License Requests":


a)
Renewal


Applicant







Type

JBK Corporation


dba Junction 40 Restaurant & Pub


Victualing

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the renewal contingent upon payment of all debts and taxes. So voted.


b)
One Day (01/22/93)


Applicant







Type

Jamestown Parent-Teachers Organization

Bingo

Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright to approve the request. So voted.

2)
Request of 

index \e '
'
Jamestown Country Club Restaurant, Inc.xe "Jamestown Country Club Restaurant, Inc." for reduction of rent

Councilor Robertson: Mr. Dutra has informed me that he is withdrawing his request.


OTHER COMMUNICATIONS
1)
Copy of letter from Dutch Harbor Boat Yard, Inc. to Harbor Management Commission re: storm damage to 

index \e '
'
West Ferryxe "West Ferry:Storm damage to pier" pier
Council President Bouchard: Put this on the January 25 agenda to allow HMC to review. Councilor Meagher: Forward a copy to the Public Works Director.


EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright to enter executive session at 8:45 PM. So voted.

Council returned to regular session at 9:00 PM. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Wright to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted.

There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor Meagher, seconded by Councilor Wright to adjourn at 9:01 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

xc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






