
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


December 11, 1995

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:40 PM by Council President Fred Pease. The following members were present:


Paul A. Robertson, Vice-President


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Arthur J. Christman, Deputy Fire Chief


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
1) Council meeting schedule: There will be a regular meeting of Council on December 26.


CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor Hines: Remove item #1. Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve items #2 and 3. So voted. Following clarification by the Administrator, motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve #1. So voted.

1)
Bills and payroll

2)
Copies of minutes of Boards and Committees


a)
Jamestown Housing Authority (11/08/95)


b)
Zoning Board of Review (10/24/95)


c)
Planning Commission (11/15/95)


3)
Grievance from the International Brotherhood of Police Officers re: Lt. Paul Balzer and Sgt. John Dube


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
1)
Administrator:  Real Estate (noted)

2)
Solicitor:  Litigation (noted)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address (none)

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address

John A. Murphy, Esq.: The Shoreby Hill residents are concerned about the potential number of bed and breakfast home applicants; they are also concerned about the inconvenience and expense of enforcing plat restrictions; I have prepared for Council's consideration a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance that will provide further protection to these residents (distributed and read aloud).

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to send a letter to the Planning Commission summarizing the proposed amendments brought to our attention, seeking their input and asking them to hold appropriate work sessions/hearings:

1)
Changing the zoning of Plat 9, Lot 201 so that it is zoned entirely CD

2)
Bed and breakfast houses:


a)
Allowing them in the R-8 and R-20 zones, with a minimum lot size of 30,000 square feet


b)
Prohibiting them where a deeded restriction on commercial uses exists

3)
Creating two OS zones with recommendations for each: one being true open space and the other being more developed

4)
Reconsideration of the front setback of 15 feet (as opposed to the former 30 feet) in the R-8 zone, especially as related to accessory buildings

5)
Consideration of whether or not some modifications (such as minor dimensional variances) could be acted upon by the Zoning Officer instead of the Zoning Board of Review

So voted.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Town Administrator (report attached hereto)

Additionally:

Police Hiring: Council directed the Administrator to develop a training reimbursement policy after checking with other communities, for employees leaving after a short term.

Transfer Station: Council directed the facility to be open on December 26 and 27 (normally closed on Tuesday and Wednesday); Ms. Shocket advised that it will be staffed by a highway department employee; the facility will be closed on January 2 and 3.

a)   For Council Consideration


i)
Invite engineer to evaluate highway barn sites

Councilor Liberati: The RFP should require a determination on CRMC and RIDEM Wetlands Division's jurisdictions, as well as topographical and soil surveys. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve an engineering request for proposals along those lines with final approval by Council of the budget. So voted.

Budget schedule: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the budget work session schedule as outlined by the Administrator (January 9, 11 and 13) with the addition of the School Committee on January 18. So voted.

Water conservation plan: Administrator submitted revised restrictions to Council for the months May to November. Councilor McInnis: Number 5 should prohibit boat washing except that being done pursuant to an approved marina boat washing conservation plan. Discussion followed of #8 relative to the operation of the Fort Getty campground versus marinas and what is considered "non-essential". Council consensus: After #7, define terms. Ms. Shocket: The reservoir is up, but there have been no recent measurement due to the weather. Councilor Liberati: I will check the status of the Town's wells with Mr. Goslee at the next Water and Sewer Commissioners' meeting.

2)
Zoning Board of Review
Council consensus: Will not interview incumbents; interview remaining four candidates beginning at 8:00 PM following the Water and Sewer Commissioners' meeting on December 18.

3)
Jamestown Housing Authority
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to advertise one vacancy. So voted.

4)
Beavertail State Park Advisory Committee
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to advertise one vacancy. So voted.

5)
Groundwater Quality Study Committee re: proposed charge and schedule

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to adopt the committee's charge as set forth in its Chair's letter to Council dated November 30. So voted.

6)
Planning Commission: (One vacancy currently being advertised; address as scheduled on January 8, 1996.)


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Harbor Management Commission's memorandum re: commissioners' terms (cont. from 11/13/95)

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to advertise four vacancies, with two of the terms ending 12/31/97 and the other two ending 12/31/98. So voted.

Commerce Oil property: Solicitor: The Town is now the owner of 40+ acres of wetlands on North Road obtained from Commerce Oil; the deed was recorded last week; the grant is a quitclaim deed subject to resolution of taxes; assistance could come from Conanicut Island Land Trust and/or the Conservation Commission.


COMMUNICATIONS
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept communications #2 through 4. So voted.

2)
Letter from Richard H. Hutchinson re: permitted uses of open space

3)
Letter from Fred C. Clarke, Jr. re: bed & breakfasts

4)
Letter from John A. Murphy, Esq. re: request for amendment to the Zoning Ordinance (Hammett Court; Plat 9, Lot 201)

1)
RIDEM, Underground Storage Tank Section, Notice of Violation and Order re: Conanicut Marina

Solicitor: Mr. Goslee and I met with State officials a couple weeks ago; they mentioned this notice, but said only the marina would be cited. William Munger: I just learned of this today after getting a copy from the Administrator; I have not received a copy from RIDEM; I will respond and deal with the problem immediately; (submitted copy of most recent tank test); it passed, and is in compliance. Councilor McInnis: We would like to see a letter from Mr. Munger or his attorney indicating the problem is being resolved and the Town will not incur any expenses. Councilor Liberati: The Solicitor should also respond to RIDEM since the Town received notice, with or without merit. Mr. Murphy: I will send drafts of our response to the Solicitor for approval. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept the notice and note it for update during the next meeting on December 26. So voted.


NEW BUSINESS

1)
License requests

Applicant





Type

Conanicut Yacht Club


Entertainment

Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to approve the license subject to resolution of taxes and debts. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to enter executive session at 9:04 PM. So voted. Council returned to regular session at 10:02 PM. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted.


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to adjourn at 10:03 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

cc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






