
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


August 15, 1995

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:33 PM by Council President Fred Pease. The following members were present:


Paul A. Robertson, Vice-President


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


Arthur J. Christman, Deputy Fire Chief


J. Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


PUBLIC HEARING
1)
Golf Course Irrigation: Second hearing: Town of Jamestown's application to RIDEM's Division of Water Resources for an Order of Approval to allow diversion of a portion of fully treated wastewater for distribution on the Jamestown Golf Course during drought conditions of the summer months


a)
Letter of support from John S. Wilcox

Council President Pease opened the hearing at 7:35 PM. Mr. Goslee introduced William Patenaude, RIDEM senior sanitary engineer and David Choppy, RIDEM supervising sanitary engineer. The following residents spoke in favor of the proposal:

Alexander Barclay Wharton: Since the Mistowskis took over the management of the golf course, the quality of the course has improved tremendously; this is a wonderful idea for the success of the golf course and for the value of the property as an asset of the Town; that is attractive to me as an abutter; the Town must be vigilant regarding monitoring the quality of water being pumped to the facility; this is positive for Jamestown.

Barton Lippincott: I am the commodore of the Conanicut Yacht Club; CYC has tennis courts adjacent to the golf course; we would like to see the tennis courts hooked up to water supply at the seventh green; the cost should be minimal but the benefit would be significant; part of the seventh green is on CYC property; the Town leases that corner of the seventh hole from CYC, which is renewable annually. Mr. Goslee: The effluent is monitored daily; any type of upset would be detected at the plant first; there will be no automatic feed to the irrigation lines; the same testing will be conducted as is now, but a higher standard will be applied to all effluent; no operational changes are necessary to meet those standards; our effluent is already treated to standards higher than required. Mr. Patenaude: The inclusion of the tennis court may require an amended permit application. Mr. Goslee: I would prefer not to stop this process; that can be addressed separately.

Alena Caldarone: We visit Florida regularly, and the golf course there is irrigated by treated effluent; it is very successful and under demand; they also have a favorable fee schedule for using treated effluent for outside watering which is encouraging expansion of the program. Mr. Patenaude: This is a widely used method of irrigation world wide, although this would be the first in Rhode Island; we have reviewed EPA data while reviewing this application; this is proven technology, and we are not aware of any hazards.

John A. Murphy: It is not practical to use water treated to drinking water standards for this or any other industrial use; this would be a good conservation use to continue even if the drought is relieved.

Laura A. Goldstein: As an abutter, I am concerned about runoff from the tennis courts and possible mid-day watering; the golf course is sufficiently far enough away as to not cause problems; I have no objections to the golf course use as long as it is done before most golfers were on it. Mr. Patenaude: One of the stipulations is that we would not allow run off. Mr. Lippincott: Run off from the tennis courts is bad for the tennis courts as well.

Joseph P. Mistowski: The plan is to water in early morning and again in early evening; many courses are using treated effluent for irrigation, some for as long as 20 to 30 years; my research indicates that between 70 to 75% of all courses will be using treated effluent by the year 2000.

Joseph W. Tiexiera: Any improvement to the golf course makes it better for the Town of Jamestown; I appreciate that as a taxpayer; I have played on out of state courses that successfully use effluent; the treated effluent also recharges groundwater.

Robert M. Novack: What are the higher standards and where do they come from? What are the safeguards conditional to the permit to protect people from direct contact? Mr. Patenaude: The treated effluent must meet standards that are about 1/3 the permissible rates for various organisms, pathogen bacteria and viruses; the effluent will be chlorinated twice and then detained longer (minimum 8 days); RIDEM required these hearings and will take the public's comments into consideration; night irrigation would take place during light or no wind conditions; the guidelines used will be those of the Environmental Protection Agency, RI Department of Health, Centers for Disease Control and the document you provided. Mr. Choppy: The tables being referenced address the levels of treatment at the plant; additional chlorination and effect of ultraviolet rays (while in the detention ponds) will only improve the quality by the time it reaches the sprinkler. Mr. Patenaude: For additional comments and questions, I can be reached at 277-3961, extension 7264.

There being no further requests to comment, Council President Pease closed the hearing at 8:15 PM.


CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor Hines asked that #2 be removed. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the consent agenda as amended. So voted. The amended consent agenda consisted of:

1)
Adoption of Council Minutes: 07/24/95 (regular meeting)

3)
Copies of minutes of Boards and Committees



a)
Water and Sewer Commissioners (07/17/95: first hearing on application as identified above [III. 1)])


b)
Planning Commission (07/19/95)


c)
Zoning Board of Review (06/26/95)


d)
Housing Authority Board of Commissioners (07/12/95)


e)
Harbor Management Commission (07/12/95)

4)
Copies of RIDEM's Division of Freshwater Wetlands' insignificant alteration permits:


a)
Resource Construction, Plat 2, Lot 180 (America Way)


b)
Resource Construction, Plat 2, Lot 52 (Aquidneck Court??)


c)
Franco Scotti, Plat 4, Lot 22 (North Main Road)

5)
Copies of CRMC Assents:


a)
Cotrell [sic] Pier Association, Inc., Plat 9, Lot 773 (Racquet Road): touch and go landing platform to recreational pier


b)
Theodore H. Petit, Plat 3, Lot 129 (415 Seaside Drive): remove existing dwelling, construct 3-bedroom dwelling, replace ISDS, etc.



i)
Modification of item b) above

6)
Letter of thanks for donation from Navy League of the United States, Newport County Council re: USS FITZGERALD

7)
Copy of grievance from IBPO Local 305

8)
Abatements/Addenda Report of Tax Assessor received 08/10/95

2)
Bills and Payroll: Following Ms. Shocket's clarification of several items, motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to approve bills and payroll. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
1)
Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department: Litigation

2)
Solicitor: Litigation (request withdrawn during meeting)

3)
Administrator: Real Estate (2 matters)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address

a)
William Munger re: marine industry/water concerns: Council President Pease: Mr. Munger called and said he would not be here.

(Harbor Management Commission Chair Donald Armington arrived at 8:22 PM.)

b)
Gary A. Girard, President Jamestown Shores Association re: "Jamestown Shores Beach" (Head's Beach): Our pressing concerns are illegal parking on weekends on Frigate Street and Seaside Drive, as well as on the beach, trash, congestion in residential area, overgrowth of brush, and lack of sanitary facilities; we suggest that police tag illegally parked cars, more trash barrels be supplied and emptied regularly, reduce the non-woodlands area brush, and develop a committee with a full fledged plan for the enjoyment of the beach; there are short and long term issues to be addressed. Mr. Goslee: Mowing and trash removal are handled by the Recreation Department. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to ask the Recreation Director to increase trash receptacles and increase pick up, and trim brush consistent with other applications, to ask the Public Works Director to investigate a barrier to prohibit beach parking and to ask the Police Chief to increase patrols and enforcement of parking restrictions. Mr. Girard: The problems seem to have increased since the Town purchased the property and the Jamestown Shores Association ceased to manage it.

Charlotte M. Zarlengo: There is a blind curve near the beach; this is a safety issue; there are no sidewalks; many pedestrians and bicyclists to consider.

Motion so voted. Council President Pease: Council members are to visit the area individually and address formation of a committee at a future meeting. Mr. Armington: The Harbor Management Commission has been reviewing rights of way for improvements, but has not addressed this location specifically; we are willing to participate. Council consensus: work session scheduled for Monday, August 28 at 7:00 PM.

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address

Charlotte M. Zarlengo: Regarding the Mattera ISDS (Plat 16, Lot 13; Seaside Drive), they have put in an application to RIDEM for a new septic system design; we are asking Council to take action; they have applied for 8 variances, which should have been requested before building the house; the new application is for an "Elgin" system of plastic containers instead of a conventional leach field, a system that is not approved by RIDEM; they still do not want to take the weep holes out of the wall; as a result, seepage will occur causing a health hazard. Councilor McInnis: We have a memorandum from the Building Official, asking the Town to hire an engineer to evaluate and review the impact of the requested variances; that engineer could advise us on the scientific issues. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to authorize the Building Official to seek proposals for professional engineering services in accordance with his July 28, 1995 letter, with a spending cap of $1,500, and report to Council by August 28.

Joseph Perry: What is the purpose of hiring the engineer? Councilor Liberati: To obtain scientific opinion, which we the have the right to accept or reject. Councilor Robertson expressed concern for paying for services and then perhaps not utilizing it. Mr. Perry: There is an Elgin system on property on Highland Drive. Mr. Powell: The Conservation Commission recommends that the Town engage in an engineering study. Motion so voted.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator

a)
General Report (attached hereto)

b)   For Council Consideration

Zoning Ordinance Hearing: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to schedule a public hearing on the proposed amendment and adoption of the zoning ordinance on Wednesday, September 27 at the Jamestown Philomenian Library at 7:30 PM. So voted. Council instructed Ms. Donovan to advertise for public hearing, invite the Planning Commission and Town Planner to address the assembly at the hearing, and to ask the Planner to distribute copies of the proposal to members of the Zoning Board of Review.

Emergency Preparedness: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to authorize the purchase of 800 gallons of bottled water from McQuade's Supermarket for $304. So voted. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to activate two cellular telephones at a price within the discretion of the Administrator. So voted.

Road Improvements: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to award the contract for road latex to Allstate Asphalt as the only bidder for $1.50 per gallon, at a total of $9,000 for 6,000 gallons, contingent upon meeting budget and bid specifications. So voted.

Irrigation Pipe: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to award the contract for pipe for irrigation of the golf course to Warwick Winwater as the low bidder for $1.41 per linear foot, with funding to come from FmHA grant money, contingent upon meeting budget and bid specifications. So voted.

Town Hall Air Conditioning: Council consensus: Administrator to look into window air conditioning units for the Town Hall versus a central air system, and report back to Council.

2)
New Visions for Newport County: Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to appoint Gary P. Cournoyer as Jamestown's liaison to New Visions for Newport County for an unspecified term. So voted.

3)
Groundwater Quality Study Committee
a)
Copy of Town Clerk's letter to Planning Commission


i)
Response from Planning Commission (David Butterfield as committee chair, plus addition of Richard Waters as second Commission representative)

b)
Letter of interest: Brian R. Wolf

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Liberati to appoint Brian R. Wolf to the committee, and instruct the Clerk to readvertise. So voted.

4)
Board of Canvassers (1 vacancy; 6-year term; t/e 03/2001)

a)
Letter from Phyllis M. Tiexiera requesting reappointment

b)
Memorandum from Town Clerk re: procedure

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to instruct the Clerk to contact both political party chairs for lists of eligible individuals. So voted.

5)
Memorandum from Conservation Commission re: new Mattera ISDS application to RIDEM: (previously addressed)

6)
Report of Lyme Disease Task Force: Mr. Powell introduced representatives of RIDEM, Division of Fish and Wildlife: Lori Suprock, Principal Wildlife Biologist and Michael Lapisky, Deputy Chief. Mr. Lapisky: The State has the authority to set up the management of deer herd through regulated hunting, if that is what the Town wants; the division is willing to work with Council and any other local organization to work out regulated hunting, such as expanding the length of the hunting season, increasing bag limits, etc.. Ms. Suprock: Excess deer numbers are unhealthy for people and deer. Mr. Powell: The Task Force can work with these individuals to establish recommendations. Numi C. Goodyear, Ph.D.: The Town must focus on the Lyme disease problem and use the Division of Fish and Wildlife as a resource for herd control assistance. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to authorize the Lyme Disease Task Force to come up with a proposal after working with the Division of Fish and Wildlife for deer management, noting that Council is not approving such a plan at this point, but will need to see the Task Force's proposal, then seek public comment thereon. So voted.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association lease (continued from 07/24/95): Councilor Hines: This has been reviewed by the Fort Wetherill Utilization Committee, which found the rate reasonable. Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to extend the lease for one year at the same rate as the existing year. Councilor McInnis: The Town is still working on a draft lease with the State; that remains a factor. Motion so voted by 4 in favor, none opposed and Council President Pease abstaining because he is a member of the Association.

2)
Kayak Race (continued from 07/24/95; David Swain asked to be in attendance): (Mr. Swain not present) Administrator: Concerns expressed at the last meeting seem to have been addressed. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the request to conduct a kayak race around Jamestown on August 26. So voted.

(Ms. Donovan left the meeting at this point [10:30 PM]. The remainder of the minutes were transcribed by her from the audiotaped recording of the meeting.)

3)
Jamestown Land Company v. Town of Jamestown

a)
Council's letter to DEPCO


b)
DEPCO's response


c)
Response from Christopher H. Little, Esq. on behalf of Receiver for Jamestown Land Company

Councilor Liberati: DEPCO is still the principal beneficiary of this lawsuit; a quasi-public agency is looking for a big check from the taxpayers of the Town of Jamestown; I think it is appropriate for this Council to write a letter to all of the members of the Board of Trustees of DEPCO and also to Representative Mary Levesque and Senator Teresa Paiva-Weed, asking them whether or not they are interested politically in hitting Jamestown taxpayers up in regard to a possible judgement; I suggest this based upon the fact that the Town of Jamestown contributes hundreds of thousands, maybe millions of dollars in State taxes and gets nothing in return, for education or anything else; this is outrageous. Councilor McInnis: I am not sure of what the benefit will be by pursuing this further; DEPCO is duty bound to pursue what they consider to be legitimate claims. Councilor Liberati: It should be expressed to our legislators that, even if you think this is a good case, the State of Rhode Island should not be trying to bankrupt the Town of Jamestown. Councilor Hines: By sending our last letters, I think we raised the consciousness of the entire board of DEPCO's directors. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Hines to send a letter for a direct response from the board of directors of DEPCO individually, asking for a response directly from them and not from the attorney for the receiver, about whether or not they are interested in pursuing the lawsuit against the Town of Jamestown inasmuch as DEPCO is an agency which is a quasi-public corporation of the State of Rhode Island and the fact that, in the remote possibility that this litigation is successful, it will be causing severe economic hardship to the taxpayers of the Town of Jamestown; that letter shall also be addressed to Senator M. Teresa Paiva-Weed and Representative Mary E. Levesque, that we are asking for a response on a political level as to whether the State of Rhode Island, acting through DEPCO, is interested in such a scenario. Councilor McInnis: I still do not think it will accomplish anything, but to give the receiver's attorney another forum. Councilor Hines: The first step did not get the result that we wanted; the next step possibly will. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Hines to amend the motion to instruct the Clerk to draft the letters for Council review on August 28. Amendment so voted. Main motion, as amended, so voted.

4)
New license application: (continued from 07/24/95; no response as of 08/11/95)


Applicant







Type


Alexis Gilbert


dba Alexis' Flowers                          Peddlar

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to deny the application since no new application was received and no one is present to discuss the application. So voted.


COMMUNICATIONS
2)
Memorandum from Heidi Harvey re: location for future workshops for proposed East Ferry waterfront plan

Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis that the Town Administrator prepare a letter for the Council President's response, clarifying the purpose of the July 19 meeting and assuring the correspondent that if we have another meeting with a subject with as wide a sphere of interest as that for East Ferry, we will have it at a facility that is large enough to accommodate everyone. So voted.

4)
Letter from Jamestown Village Association re: Water Study Committee
Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to appoint one member of the Village Association, to be chosen by the President of the Association, to the Water Study Committee. So voted.

The following communications were not specifically addressed:

1)
Copy of letter from Robert V. Colagiovanni, Esq. representing William A. Pennine et ux Evelyn A. Pennine/Robert S. Hanley et al to Town Solicitor re: zoning petitions
3)
Letter from William G. Bucklin re: transfer station
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept all communications. So voted.


NEW BUSINESS

1)
Schedule work session/public hearing for proposed Zoning Ordinance revisions (previously addressed)

2)
Petition for order of abandonment of Hope Street from abutters (Anita C. Tate, Philip Casacalenda, Jr. and Commerce Realty and Leasing Company, Inc.)

Solicitor: I spoke to William Corcoran, Esq., representing the petitioners; he had spoken to the Town Planner about this paper road, which is not a cleared way; the Town has not accepted it by act nor by implication by improving it or by use; it is platted. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor Robertson that the owners of Lots 55, 77 and 101 on Walton Street be notified by letter by the Town Administrator advising them of the petition to be sure they have no objection, and that the petition be advertised on the condition that the petitioners pay all costs. Councilor Liberati: Even though you abandon the public right to Hope Street, if Hope Street shows on a recorded plat, each and every owner on that plat has a private deeded right or easement over that street. Mr. Goslee: It has ISDS implications and an effect on the size of the lots. Motion so voted; Clerk and Solicitor to contact Mr. Corcoran regarding the motion before proceeding; to be advertised in The Jamestown Press.

3)
One-day license application:


Applicant




Type


Date

Jamestown Rotary Club

Peddlar

08/19/95

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to approve the application and waive the fee. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to adjourn to executive session at 11:00 PM. So voted. Council returned to regular session at 12:14 AM. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Liberati to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted.


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to adjourn at 12:15 AM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

cc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation






