
TOWN COUNCIL


JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND


May 8, 1995

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, at 7:43 PM by Council President Fred Pease. The following members were present:


Paul A. Robertson, Vice-President


Richard A. Hines


Mark E. Liberati


Steven M. McInnis

Also present were:


Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


Theresa C. Donovan, CMC, Town Clerk


Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director


Prescott Froberg, Fire Chief


James A. Donnelly, Esq., Town Solicitor


AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
East Ferry Plan: Council President Pease: A letter received today from Thomas Todd indicates he is not available to attend the work session planned for May 17. Council consensus: Work session continued to May 24 at 7:30 PM at the Community Center.


CONSENT AGENDA
Councilor McInnis: Remove item #2. Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor McInnis to accept the consent agenda as amended. So voted. The amended consent agenda consisted of:

1)
Adoption of Council Minutes


a)
04/17/95 (personnel work session)


b)
04/24/95 (regular meeting)

3)
Copies of minutes of Boards and Committees



a)
Tax Assessment Board of Review (04/12/95, 04/19/95 & 04/24/95)


b)
Zoning Board of Review (03/28/95)


c)
Harbor Management Commission (03/08/95)


4)
CRMC Notices


a)
Amended Assent: Dr. A. Louis Mariorenzi (Plat 7, Lot 97; 216 East Shore Road) to construct and maintain a residential boating facility


b)
Finding No Significant Impact: Commerce Realty and Leasing, Co. (Plat 12, Lot 77; 7 Walton Street) to construct an addition to an existing dwelling


c)
Finding No Significant Impact: Anthony Marcello (Plat 9, Lot 350; 46 Highland Drive) reconfigure and enlarge existing deck

5)
DEM Notices


a)
Proposed regulation amendments and second public hearing (04/28/95)


b)
Public hearing (05/11/95) re: draft revision of the rules and regulations for the priority determination system for federal and state assistance to local governmental units for construction of water pollution abatement projects

6)
Community Woodlands meeting notice re: planning and management workshop (05/20/95)

7)
Letter and copies of House and Senate resolutions from Secretary of State Langevin re: Neighbor Day

8)
Pamphlet re: U.S. Geological Survey, Water Resources Update

9)
Invitation from Visiting Nurse Health Services to a reception (05/22/95) honoring Gregory F. Fater, Esq., 1995 recipient of the Mary A. Dwyer Award

10)
Abatements/Addenda Report of Tax Assessor received 05/04/95

11)
ESPN Extreme Games call for volunteers

12)
Fact sheet/Public scoping meeting notice from RIDOT re: environmental impact of proposed marine facilities in Newport, Middletown and/or Portsmouth (05/09/95)

2)
Bills and Payroll: Councilor McInnis: What is the payment to Bill Simeone and Associates for $11,000 under recreation? Ms. Shocket: It is a pass-through grant from the State for ballfield lights. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to approve item #2. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Councilor Liberati: We need to discuss litigation. Councilor McInnis: Two different litigation matters. (no objection from Council; as scheduled)


OPEN FORUM
1)
Scheduled Requests to Address

a)
Jamestown Fire Department re: fundraising and clearing equipment title

Deputy Chief-3 Richard Wing: The fire department bought two trucks from the Oaklawn Volunteer Fire Department since our last meeting with Council; the purchase has been financed initially through the Bank of Newport and the Chandler Fund; we are putting together a fundraising campaign to help fulfill our obligation; we are also trying to raise money from grants; we had also discussed with Council the idea of raffling off Engine 3, as well as other equipment that belongs to the fire department as second, third and fourth prizes; the Town owns the truck, so we need to know how we could purchase it from the Town; we need to have it at least under contract in order to obtain a raffle permit from the State police; the fair market appraised value of the truck is what we are seeking in the contract; the proceeds from the sale of Engine 3 would be put toward the debts. Councilor McInnis: You should establish a declared minimum amount of money to be raised. Deputy Chief Wing: I think we can do a lot better by raffling it off than selling it at fair market value; it will be appraised on May 10; that would be our threshold as a minimum amount to be raised by the raffle; we will be advertising the raffle and selling tickets in other states; other departments raffle items off nationwide; we will check out what is necessary for us to do this in other states. Solicitor: You have the ability to sell it; it is surplus equipment at this point. Councilor Liberati: How did you take title to the new vehicles? Deputy Chief Wing: As the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.. Councilor Liberati: It would have to be tied in with an agreement to transfer title of the vehicles to the Town. Deputy Chief Wing: If the fire department raises $200,000 and the Town puts in $14,000, is it reasonable that the Town ends up owning the trucks? (Discussion followed.) Firefighter Joseph Tiexiera: We borrowed the money but at some point in time the Town is going to own the trucks. Councilor Liberati: We never said we would or could buy the trucks and that is why you went out and financed it on your own. Ms. Shocket: The title issue becomes an insurance issue. Deputy Chief Wing: It is a problem for us to continue to raise money to purchase equipment then turn it over to the Town; it leaves us without assets. Chief Froberg: The appraised value will be given to the Town following the raffle and the remainder of the proceeds will be applied to our debt; we just want permission from the Town to raffle Engine 3. Councilor Liberati: We need to be assured that the Town will receive something in return for the sale of the engine; we are concerned about the department ultimately owning some things and the Town owning others. Deputy Chief Wing: We are concerned about continued fundraising efforts for equipment that ends up being turned over to the Town. Ms. Shocket: The Interlocal Risk Management Trust will only insure vehicles to which we have title. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve an agreement giving the fire department the right to purchase Engine 3 for a price equal to the appraised value by an independent appraisal company, with the proceeds of the sale to go to the fire department to be held in a segregate account to be held by the Town to be used in the future for acquisition of vehicles currently owned by the fire department. Solicitor was instructed to draft a simple purchase and sale agreement for the fire department to present to the State police for a raffle permit. Motion so voted.

2)
Non‑Agenda Requests to Address

Ronald Lewis: I had applied for a building permit for an above-ground pool at the end of last summer; the building official (Frederick Brown) told me what I would need, including supplying him with a plot plan; he said he would then give me a letter for CRMC to obtain that permit; I did and he did; this spring I obtained the permit from CRMC, so I went back to Mr. Brown and he then informed me that I need a zoning variance which would entail another month or two; he had led me to believe that I had complied with all of the Town's requirements and gave me a letter to that effect; I have a copy of the letter and supplied a copy to Councilor Liberati. Councilor Liberati: This is what I asked for executive session for because it could involve a personnel and litigation matter. Mr. Lewis: CRMC does not issue a permit until it is satisfied that local regulations are met; he said he told me last year that I was 3 feet short; if he had told me that, I would have redesigned my layout over the winter. Council will discuss further in executive session.


REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1)
Frances H. Shocket, Town Administrator


a)
General Report (attached hereto)

Additionally:

North Road: (Extended discussion about North Road being "dropped" from the State's Transportation Improvement Plan) Ms. Shocket: We will know more by middle of June; Council may wish to establish a priority rank then between North Road and Southwest Avenue.


b)   For Council Consideration

Overall Economic Development Plan: Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the plan as submitted to the State. So voted.

Commendations: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve commendations by the Chief of Police as submitted for Lt. Paul Balzer, Sgt. Franklin Watson, Officer Robert Peckham and Mr. John Albaugh regarding their actions to rescue a person who apparently attempted suicide. So voted.

2)
Beavertail State Park Advisory Committee: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to advertise one vacancy. So voted.

3)
Town Planner


a)  
Copy of letter from the RI Dept. of Economic Development re: report on the proposed development of the East Ferry area


b)
Memorandum re: advertising for proposed amendment to Bed & Breakfast Ordinance
4)
Planning Commission


a)
Memorandum re: proposed Chapter 15 of Zoning Ordinance, Bed & Breakfast

Motion by Councilor McInnis to not consider an amendment to the zoning ordinance for bed and breakfast establishments as requested by John Brittain based upon the memorandum from the Planning Commission, and that the Clerk to send a letter to that effect to Mr. Brittain, enclosing a copy of the Planning Commission's recommendation. Councilor Robertson: That may create an undue hardship on him and his family. There being no second, Councilor McInnis withdrew his motion. Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor Liberati that we advertise in favor of the applicant. The Clerk and Solicitor indicated they had not yet received drafts of the proposed amendment for advertisement nor legal review respectively. Councilor Robertson withdrew his motion. Councilor Liberati: Continue this to May 22, asking Mr. Brittain to attend that meeting, and for Council to have a legal review by the Solicitor by then.

5)
Town Clerk re: Council's June meeting schedule
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to cancel the June 12 Council meeting, to allow certification of the election results, with a special meeting to be scheduled for June 19 for oaths of office and appointments, followed by the Water and Sewer Commissioners' meeting. So voted.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
RI Bridge and Turnpike Authority re: remuneration agreement (cont. from 04/24/95)

Solicitor: I will further fine tune the draft Council has. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to enter into an agreement as drafted by the Solicitor with the first payment due 08/01/1995 increasing through and including 08/01/2005. So voted. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to authorize Council President Pease to sign the agreement in substantially the form as discussed. So voted.

ISDS Variance: Councilor Liberati: I received a call from F. John "Phil" Zarlengo; what is the status of the Mattera/Mazzuchelli ISDS variance application? Solicitor: I have not been able to follow through; will do. Motion by Councilor Liberati, seconded by Councilor McInnis that Council send a letter through the Town Administrator to RIDEM that Council has previously opposed this variance application and reaffirms that opposition. So voted.


COMMUNICATIONS
1)
Letter from Beth Weibust, Odyssey of the Mind Coordinator (Jamestown School) re: request for contribution

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve a gift of $1,000. So voted.

2)
Letter from CRMC re: maintenance and improvement priorities for public access sites
Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to accept both communications. So voted.


NEW BUSINESS

Proposed East Ferry Plan: Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to reschedule the Council work session on the proposed East Ferry plan from May 17 to May 24 at 7:30 PM at the Community Center. So voted.

1)
Joint pole location requests from NE Telephone and Newport Electric Corporation 


a)
Spindrift Street (2 poles)


b)
Coronado Street (5 poles)

Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the pole location request for Spindrift Street, subject to review by the Public Works Director. So voted. Motion by Councilor Hines, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the pole location request for Coronado Street, subject to review by the Public Works Director. So voted.

2)
Request of Tooni Milici re: permission to keep four licensed dogs

Motion by Councilor Robertson, seconded by Councilor McInnis to approve the request providing all four dogs are licensed, all are neutered, that the approval extends to these four dogs only, and barring complaints from immediate neighbors. So voted.

3)
One-day License application: (05/20/95)


Applicant



Type

Location


Central Baptist Church
Peddlar
99 Narragansett Avenue

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to approve the application subject to obtaining the signatures of various Town officials. So voted.


EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to adjourn to executive session at 9:30 PM. So voted. Council returned to regular session at 10:00 PM. Motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Robertson to seal the minutes of the executive session to the public. So voted. 


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Council, motion by Councilor McInnis, seconded by Councilor Hines to adjourn at 10:01 PM. So voted.

Attest:

Theresa C. Donovan, CMC

Town Clerk

cc:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation




