 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

August 15, 2011

The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:08 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack. 

Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice President

Michael G. White

Ellen Winsor

Absent:



William Murphy

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Wyatt Brochu, Town Solicitor

Heather Lopes, Assistant Clerk

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items: 


A)         Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5 (a) Subsection (2) Personnel

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White, to enter into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5 (a) Subsection (2) personnel.  So unanimously voted. Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice-President Bowen, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Winsor, Aye.

The Town Council entered into Executive Session at 7:13 p.m. and reconvened its regular meeting at 7:22 p.m. by unanimous vote.  Council President Schnack announced there were no votes taken in Executive Session. 

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White, to seal the minutes of the Executive Session.  Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice President Bowen, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; Councilor Winsor, Aye. 
IV. AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

None

V. COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

V.
CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

Councilor Bowen requested the following items be removed from the Consent Agenda A1) and B)

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve the Consent Agenda as amended to include items A2), C), D), and E).  So unanimously voted. 
A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes:

1) August 1, 2011 (regular meeting)

2) August 1, 2011 (executive session)

B) Bills and Payroll

C) Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

1) 
Jamestown Buildings and Facilities Committee (06/01/2011)

2) 
Jamestown Buildings and Facilities Committee (06/15/2011)
3) 
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (06/15/2011)

4) 
Jamestown Planning Commission (06/01/2011)

5) 
Jamestown Planning Commission (06/15/2011)
6) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (02/13/2008)

7) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (05/14/2008)

8) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (06/11/2008)

9) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (09/17/2008)


10) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (10/15/2008)

11) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (12/10/2008)

12) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (01/14/2009)

13) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (02/11/2009)

14) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (03/11/2009)

15) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (04/29/2009)

16) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (07/22/2009)

17) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (11/18/2009)

18) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (01/06/2010)

19) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (10/15/2010)

20) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (11/10/2010)

21) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (12/08/2010)

22) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (02/09/2011) 

23) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (03/09/2011)

24) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (04/12/2011)

25) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (05/18/2011)

26) Jamestown Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force (06/15/2011)

D) CRMC Notices

1) August 2011 Calendar


E)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

The following items were removed for discussion:
A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes:

1) August 1, 2011 (regular meeting)

Councilor Bowen stated on page 5, under wind turbine the statement of 416KV is incorrect.  It should state 500 KW.  
B) Bills and Payroll

Councilor Bowen questioned the charge for Wickford Lumber under Animal Control.  Bruce Keiser stated it was a more feasible idea to have a holding pen located at the Jamestown Police Department to suit the Town’s needs.  The amount represents the lumber purchased and the holding pen will be built by the Town carpenter Ramon. 
Councilor Winsor inquired about the amount under Fire Department, Fire Alarm Radio, to City of Newport.  Mr. Keiser stated this is part of a regional 800 megahertz communication system that Jamestown is participating in and this is the Town’s share of the radio equipment acquisition.  
A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve items A1) and B) on the Consent Agenda.  So unanimously voted. 
VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

A) Town Administrator’s Report

1) 
Wind Turbine
Mr. Keiser stated a report has been received stating the Town’s ARRA grant was being rescinded.  He also met with National Grid officials in the beginning of the month and learned a turbine in excess of 500 KW would add an additional expense of $2 million dollars in new lines being constructed and installed for the additional load.  Mr. Keiser also stated an additional financial feasibility study should be conducted.  He has been in discussion with Alteris to see if National Grid will give a written report that documents their findings through Phase 1 process and also if Alteris will produce a financial analysis including the minimum and maximum numbers on what the interconnection costs may be and apply that to a 2 megawatt turbine.  Mr. Keiser continued with what vendors there are and the size turbine units they may provide.  Mr. Keiser requested from Alteris that these reports be produced to the Town just prior to Labor Day so they may be placed on the September 6 Town Council Agenda.  Councilor Bowen asked if the current contract with Alteris will cover the expense of them producing these reports.  Bruce Keiser will be discussing that with Alteris.  Discussion ensued.  
Mr. Keiser stated with the loss of the ARRA funding, it was learned the full slate of projects in Rhode Island were not able to meet the March 2012 deadline.  With this money being retracted there will be some released back to RIEDC Renewable Energy Fund although the amount is unsure.  An RFP is expected to be released within the next few weeks for communities to request assistance.  Mr. Keiser has made contact with Julian Dash at RIEDC expressing the Town’s interest in accessing additional funds.  He stated the Phase 2 study will have a minimum expense of $25,000 and the Town would like to receive assistance with these costs.  The SODAR unit is reaching the end of the third month of the contract.  We would like to continue the wind measurement process and are asking RIEDC to assist with that cost as well.  Jamestown is further along in the process with this project than others within the state.  Bruce Keiser stated Second Wind is willing to continue to work with the Town and extend the contract at a cost of $1500 per month.  This is a much lower amount than the first three month period.  It is desired to retain the unit for three more months for a total of six months of data.  Discussion moved to the OS1location remaining the same and the rezoning of the area with moving a boundary line in the public zone area.  Councilor Winsor stated this is listed as a conservation area and would like to ensure the public is aware of this prior to any further money spent.  Mr. Keiser stated he believes the zoning choices regarding proximity to conservation and other zones is a local decision.  The task force is to provide guidelines and not mandates.  Harvey Lee, resident and businessman in the wind industry, has also been working with Bruce Keiser and he is seeking figures from another vendor for a budget analysis as well.  Councilor Bowen has been speaking with the Town of Portsmouth and the Newport Airport and is unsure if Alteris is going to run the correlation of those numbers in their report.  He supports another three months of data collection for better figures.  Bruce Keiser stated Alteris is contacting the Navy in Newport to obtain that data.  

  
B)
Town Council Liaison Reports 

Councilor White stated he will be attending the Jamestown Prevention Coalition meetings approximately once a month and things seem to be coming along well. 
Councilor Winsor stated her support for the Conservation Commission and they are working diligently on the easements for the tax lots and for Ft. Getty. 
Councilor Bowen attended the Harbor Commission meeting and there were discussions about the boat ramp at Ft. Getty and the mixed reviews.  It appears to have been built to the design specks.  The question is whether or not to fix the zoning for that area to alleviate the new issues with the ramp.  He stated the zoning in that area when the map was created was done in error and was not done that way in the rest of the state.  Changing this zoning may be a solution to this problem. Councilor Bowen has asked the Harbor Commission to look into this and has spoken with Carol Trocki of the Conservation Commission as well.  Council President Schnack inquired on the unfinished business with the Harbor Commission regarding budgeting and the ordinance revisions.  Bruce Keiser stated the Commission will be dealing with the revisions of the Harbor Ordinance at their September meeting.  Councilor Bowen suggested to the Commission to have the revision back to the Council for the Council meeting in the beginning of October.   
Due to the late advisement of the following item, it was not placed on the agenda.  Bruce Keiser stated Victor Calabretta approached Public Works Director Mike Gray regarding the sidewalk in front of St. Mark’s Church.  Mr. Gray explained that Mr. Calabretta stated to him that the Church has budgeted for the construction to include replacing the current sidewalk and would like to see the Town split the cost of doing so.  Mr. Gray stated there are funds available that may be used for this.  The cost for the whole project would be approximately $12,000.  The Town would pay for half of this cost and the amount is reasonable.  It is agreed that there is a tripping hazard in this area for pedestrians.  Council President Schnack asked if it will match the aggregate that the Town has used on the Narragansett Ave project and if the curbing would be replaced.  The curbing will not be replaced and the material will be the broom finish as opposed to the exposed aggregate.  Mr. Gray is not sure of the timeline when this area would be completed by the Town to use the same material as the Narragansett Ave project as it only extended up to Coronado St.  The portion of the Church’s project to replace the sidewalk is scheduled to occur this week as part of the remodel of the façade of St. Mark’s Church.  It was the consensus of the Council to give Bruce Keiser Administrative approval of this project.     
VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS


None

VII. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

None
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

A) 
Communications

1) 
Letter of Attorney James Donnelly re: Claim of Mahindoht Azima 
Council President Schnack inquired if this has been forwarded to the Town’s insurance company.  Mr. Keiser stated yes it has.  
A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the communication.  So unanimously voted. 

2) 
Memorandum of Committee on LNG Threat re: discharge of 
committee  

Council President Schnack advised to place this item on the next Town Council agenda under Committees for a vote to be made by the Council.

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the communication.  So unanimously voted. 

3) Letter of Alfred A. Maybach, Jr. re: 2013 Bullseye Class National 
Championship
Council President Schnack asked if there was any further information on this request.  Bruce Keiser stated not at this time.  He suggested this letter from Mr. Maybach to begin discussions for this event and to make aware the interest to hold this event.  
A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the communication.  So unanimously voted. 

XI.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

A) 
One Day Event/Entertainment License Applications
1) 
Applicant:
North Kingstown Lions Club/Mary Ann Hutchins


Event:

North Kingstown Lions Club Steak Fry


Date:

August 20, 2011


Location:
Fort Getty Pavilion

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve the application from North Kingstown Lions Club and to waive the application fee.  So unanimously voted.

2) 
Applicant:
Conanicut Island Sailing Foundation


Event:

US Sailing Road Show - Fort Getty Sailing Day


Date:

August 21, 2011


Location:
Fort Getty Boat Ramp and lawn area

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Bowen to approve the application of Conanicut Island Sailing Foundation.  So unanimously voted. 

B) 
One Day Peddler License Applications
1) 
Applicant:
Central Baptist Church


Event:

Fools Rules Regatta (sale of water, popsicles)

Date:

August 20, 2011


Location:
East Ferry

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve the application of the Central Baptist Church.  So unanimously voted.

2) 
Applicant:
Jamestown Rotary Club  


Event:

Fools Rules Regatta (sale of doughboys, soft drinks)


Date:

August 20, 2011


Location:
East Ferry

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve the application of Jamestown Rotary Club.  So unanimously voted.  

Bruce Keiser stated he had been approached by Chris Powell regarding the location of the vendors so to keep them away from the launch area.  It is the consensus of the Council to have the vendors set up in the grass area between the ramp and the pier behind the bus stop.  

Mr. Keiser stated after the deadline of the agenda he was approached by Jim Archibald of the local Boy Scouts of America Troop with the request for approval of the use of the Ft. Getty Pavilion on Sunday August 21, 2011 from 1-3 p.m. and to have all fees waived.  Council President Schnack inquired to the number of boy scouts expected to be present.  Scout Committee member, Mr. Masterson is present and stated the Boy Scout Troop would like to have the community stop in to see the types of things they do such as canoeing, knot tying, etc. 

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White for the Town Administrator to approve and handle the application of the Jamestown Boy Scout Troop and to waive the rental fees.  So unanimously voted. 
XII.
OPEN FORUM
A) Scheduled request to address 

None

B)
Non-scheduled request to address

Don Richardson of 12 Davis St. inquired as to why the entire length of Buloid Ave is not being paved.  Mr. Richardson stated he has lived there for 60 years and for 60 years public works has needed to fix this area after almost every rainstorm.  He believes this is costing more money than it is saving the Town.  Bruce Keiser stated he has spoken with Public Works Director Mike Gray regarding this and Mr. Gray stated abutting property owners had asked that the area by their homes not be paved.  There is a run-off issue and off site impact that Mr. Keiser and Mr. Gray are aware of.  He also stated that generally if there is a request of this type and the abutting owners are in unanimous agreement, the request is honored.  In this case Mr. Keiser stated due to the off-site impact this needs to be addressed and the public cost looked at for the maintenance and manpower from the public works department needed to correct this issue after rainstorms.  Mr. Gray stated there were new distribution pipes installed a few years ago and not all of the homeowners have tied into the public system.  He would not like to see the road paved and then re-dug up for tie-ins.  Discussion ensued regarding the new drainage that has been installed, run-off and the public works department needing to repair/replace gravel after many rainstorms.  The cost of this measure was discussed.  Mr. Gray also stated that due to the adamant requests of the homeowners, this cost, although not astronomical, was not included in the project costs.  Mr. Keiser stated the cost can be looked into.  Discussion ensued.  

Blake Dickinson of Mt. Hope Ave stated he agrees to pave this area and suggested the residents that are not currently tied in to have the line extended into their yard for hook up in the future and the road would not have to be dug up after paving for tie in purposes. 

Council President Schnack and Councilor Bowen suggested more information be gathered and for this item to be reported back to the Council at the next Town Council meeting.  Councilor Winsor noted a grant she was made aware of today for public works needs but is unsure if it would apply to this type of issue.  
Blake Dickinson, 18 Mt. Hope Ave, stated there have been several triggers to withdraw from the turbine project and would like to know what final trigger the Council is waiting for to realize this is not a feasible project.  He also asked regarding the boat ramp at Ft. Getty if there is a party that holds any liability for the issues with boat launching if the project was not completed correctly.  Mr. Keiser stated he is unaware of the specs Mr. Dickinson is speaking of.  The reality is the launch is not un-useable.  Bruce Keiser stated the project was done correctly and the slope was changed from 11% to 10%, a change of only one percent.  Mr. Keiser stated Mike Gray has spoken with CRMC regarding the options available to the Town to alleviate the problems that have surfaced.  Mr. Gray stated there was another option that included dredging and the project that was completed was selected by everyone.  Councilor Bowen stated the reason the Harbor Commission went with this option was so a full application for modification did not have to go through CRMC.  The correction is in the process and then the additional effort can go forward.  
Discussion returned back to the question on the turbine.  Councilor Bowen responded that he believes it will be when the Town Council is sure this is not an economically feasible project after receiving the full amount of data.  Councilor Winsor suggested to Mr. Dickinson to put into writing the points he feels should be the cut offs to delineate when the project should be deemed unfeasible.  Mr. Dickinson would like to see Jamestown putting the efforts and money into another type of renewable energy and that Jamestown is not the place for a wind turbine.  

Dan Wright, Narragansett Ave, Chair of the LNG Threat Committee, wanted to state the committee feels they have fulfilled their charge and support it being discharged at this time.  He feels if the committee were needed in the future the charge would have to change relative to the new issues.  Discussion ensued.  This item is to be placed on the next Council meeting for a vote by the Town Council.  

Councilor Winsor would like to support the Harbor Commission regarding the increase in costs of the West Ferry bathrooms.  Councilor Schnack stated this is Council business and should be placed on an agenda to be addressed by members of the Council.  Councilor Winsor stated she received notice of a grant today for Fire Fighter needs such as personal protection equipment, vehicles, and wellness and fitness programs etc. The deadline for the grant is September 9, 2011.  Councilor Winsor wanted to note at the meeting with the presentation from the Potter League it was not mentioned but they do have a hurricane preparedness plan.  

XIII.
APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES


None

XIV.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


None
XV.
NEW BUSINESS
A) 
Police Chief’s Contract 

Bruce Keiser stated the new Chief is scheduled to begin on September 19, 2011.  The contract for Chief Mello mirrors the agreement that has been in effect since 1992.  Major points in the contract are as follows:
1) Compensation is to be $80,000 during the current fiscal year and this is a savings for the Town considering Retired Police Chief Tighe’s longevity.  
2) Leave is equivalent to other Department Heads

3) Chief Mello will have the same heath care co-pays: 20% for one plan or 15% for the health savings plan offered by the Town. 

4) Chief Mello will receive a town automobile and will receive annual evaluations

5) Primary residence requirement is in Jamestown or within a 10 mile radius of Jamestown for emergency response purposes.  Mr. Keiser stated Chief Mello has been actively looking for a home in town.  A six month period was granted to finding a home as required and there is the option for a three month waiver if needed. 

6) The Chief must be in the Police Pension system for Jamestown for 10 years before becoming vested. 

7) A severance package of three month’s salary is included for termination with-out cause.

Discussion ensued and Councilor Bowen stated he feels this is a good

contract and clarified that he does not receive the Town vehicle until he

lives with-in the 10 mile radius.  Councilor Winsor inquired on the

pension he will receive from Westerly and the pension that will be

received from Jamestown in conjunction with Westerly, if

vested after 10 years of service.   Mr. Keiser stated that is correct. 
A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor

White to approve the contract as it is written for Police Chief Mello.

So unanimously voted. 

XVI.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


 This item was handled at the start of the meeting. 

XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to adjourn from the meeting.  So unanimously voted.  
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Attest:

_____________________________

Heather Lopes, Assistant Clerk
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