TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

 January 6, 2011
I. CALL TO ORDER

A special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 6:02 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown by Town Council President Michael Schnack.  

II. ROLL CALL
The following members were present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice President

William Murphy

Michael White

Ellen Winsor

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III. NEW BUSINESS

1) Wind Turbine Issues/Studies

a) Consultants for the Interconnect Study, FAA Appeal and Wind Measurement Study.  Town Administrator Keiser referenced the proposals received for the appeal of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) elevation limitation for the Taylor Point site and the filing of a National Grid application for the interconnection of a wind turbine in Jamestown.  Several consultant proposals were received for one or both parts of the study analysis.  The spreadsheet distributed to Council members was referenced. The bids received are as follows:

    


FAA Appeal

Grid Application

         SODAR 

     Consultant                    Bid


Bid

Total

 Bid

Alteris Renewables

w/Aviation Systems
    $1,680

      $  9,650
         $11,330
          $20,800

COWI


    $8,625

      $10,785
         $19,410
                 -

Aquinergy
                     -

                  $15,000
               -

      -

FA & A

    $8,850


-                         -

      -

The Alteris Renewables/Aviation Systems, Inc. bid of $1,680 for the FAA appeal and $9,650 for the Grid application, a total combined bid of $11,330 for the two studies, is substantially less than the other consultants.  We want to be sure we are getting the proper information.  Alteris Renewables representatives are in attendance and have informed Mr. Keiser they have already been in contact with Quonset Airport officials regarding wind turbine development in RI and Taylor Point and the RI Airport Corporation regarding aviation impacts of wind turbines.  Alteris believes they can do this at an economical cost.  COWI is the next lowest bidder.  Town Administrator Keiser believes we should use Alteris Renewables as they have been aggressive in reaching out to regulatory agencies and decision makers and have assembled a wind energy project team.  In addition, they are working on a wind turbine project in Tiverton, have a great deal of experience working in smaller turbine development, and are currently working on a 1.5 MW turbine in Vermont.  They are multi-state in breadth, and have an employee base of 150, with a broad network of talent to draw from.  Mr. Keiser recommended awarding the FAA appeal to Alteris Renewables.   Each contract should be awarded individually. 

Grid Application.  Town Administrator Keiser referenced the Alteris bid of $9,560, the COWI bid of $10,785 and the Aquinergy bid of $15,000.  Alteris is expanding their presence in RI, have a strong interest in community wind turbine development, are RI based, and have the expertise to make this project work.  If the entire consultancy were given to Alteris, the total cost would be $11,330.  The original amount discussed was $20,000 to $30,000 for the two studies. COWI would charge $19,410 for the two studies. Mr. Keiser recommends awarding the two bids for the FAA appeal and the Grid interconnect study as the first step.  We need to know how tall the turbine can be, and we need feedback before expending additional dollars.    
Councilor Winsor asked why we are getting part of this and not all of it.  Mr. Keiser stated the Council is getting the essential information we need to proceed for the appeal and interconnect study.  SODAR is an option.  We know there may be a turbulence factor, but it is not a deal breaker.  Mr. Schnack stated the SODAR will determine the wind speed, etc. at Taylor Point, and this is essential.  Councilor White feels the SODAR study to determine wind columns and turbulence is important.  Councilor Murphy agreed with the sequence. Why do we need a study of wind turbulence at 400 ft. if we cannot go there?    We can award the SODAR bid separate and apart from the others.  Council Vice President Bowen agreed with the sequence, but does not think we should wait for the SODAR study; it should be running concurrently while the other studies are being conducted. That data will be used regardless of how tall the proposed wind turbine will be.  The Portsmouth turbine and comparison of model data and real time data was referenced.   Lengthy discussion continued.    

Town Administrator Keiser stated the SODAR quote of $20,800 for three months includes data analysis interpretation.  Councilor Winsor commented the Council has not had time to review the information when received at the same time it is to be voted on, and she has questions.  The Council was given brochures with technical data as the meeting started.  The price of $20,800 for three months was negotiated by Alteris (with Second Wind) and includes a 10% discount.  The data interpretation is usually an extra fee and this lump sum of $20,800 negotiated by Alteris is actually saving the Town a few thousand dollars.   Councilor Winsor inquired about the sampling rate.  She was informed it is continuous, every 10 minutes.  Discussion of the process continued.  Councilor Winsor asked about other professional companies and their processes.  The SODAR measures velocity, wind turbulence, trajectory, vertical properties, and others.  SODAR was developed to provide a broader range of data.  Three locations are being considered.  Clearing was referenced and discussed.  
Councilor Winsor expressed concern this testing (SODAR) was being done in one season. Town Administrator Keiser stated we will be able to make correlations to other wind measurements, including turbulence.    As this will be done over a 90-day period, we will have a good data set to compare over the long term.  Discussion of turbulence and other issues continued.  Councilor Winsor referenced health issues regarding the Vinalhaven, ME wind turbines.  She stated she is not anti-wind, but has concerns as this is a big project.  She referenced potential turbine blades interrupting the bridge lights causing nausea to drivers.  Lengthy discussion continued.  Council President Schnack stated in order to answer questions like those proposed by Councilor Winsor and to determine if the Town should move forward with the wind turbine project, we need to conduct the studies discussed this evening; and that is the purpose of this evening’s meeting, to vote to conduct the studies to determine if wind energy is feasible for the Town of Jamestown.  If we learn from the studies this is a no go, we stop and move on to something else.  But in order to know if this is a go we have to spend the money to have the surveys.  The possible affect of bridge turbulence was referenced, which is one of the reasons for the SODAR testing. Councilor Murphy referenced and explained flicker vertigo.  Discussion continued.  

SODAR testing will go from 40 meters to 200 meters at varying heights.  SODAR will be set up in the approximate location of the proposed turbine.  The accuracy of SODAR and how it measures data was discussed.  This technology works.  Discussion continued.

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to award the consulting contract for the FAA appeal to Alteris Renewables for an amount not to exceed $1,680.    

Discussion. Blake Dickinson.  Mount Hope Avenue. Mr. Dickinson commented on whether the Town will still be able to get the grant funding.  He also commented on the feasibility of project.  He asked how much this project will this cost and whether it will pay for itself.  Based on information received to date, he believes the revenues are overstated and the costs understated.  He does not believe the Town will be able to use the grant before it expires.  Discussion continued.  Council President Schnack stated we are trying to move forward in order to obtain the necessary data needed to determine if this project is feasible.  That is why the Council is going through this process.    Councilor Winsor does not like the order of the motions.  She is urged to vote.
Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to award the Grid application study to Alteris Renewables with Aviation Systems, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $9,650.  
Discussion. This is sequenced after the FAA appeal. 

Back to the vote on the motion.  Michael Schnack, Robert Bowen, William Murphy and Michael White vote yes.  Ellen Winsor votes no. Motion passes by a majority vote in the affirmative.   

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to award the SODAR study bid to Alteris Renewables with Aviation Systems, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $20,800 and the study is to be initiated immediately and concurrently with the FAA appeal  study.  
Discussion.  Councilor Winsor stated it would be nice to know the turbulence before we spend money for the Grid study.  The motion was reread by Council President Schnack.  The Grid application follows the FAA appeal.  
Back to the vote on the motion.  Michael Schnack, Robert Bowen, William Murphy and Michael White vote yes.  Ellen Winsor votes no.  Motion passes by a majority vote in the affirmative.  
IV. OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES

None.
V. ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to adjourn.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The special meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk
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