TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

November 24, 2008

At a regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 PM by Michael G. White, Vice President.  The following members were present: 
Robert W. Sutton, Jr.
Barbara A. Szepatowski
absent:  
Julio J. DiGiando, President

William A. Kelly
also present: 
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator
Peter D. Ruggiero Town Solicitor
Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk
AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

 CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.   The Consent Agenda consisted of the following.

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a) November 7, 2008 (special session)
b) November 10, 2008 (regular session)

c) November 10, 2008 (executive session)

2) Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Jamestown Library Board of Trustees (10/07/2008)
4)
CRMC Notices:

a)
Agenda – Semi-Monthly Meeting, November 25, 2008
5) Zoning Board of Review abutter notification

a)
Notice of Public Hearing November 25, 2008 re:
i)
John A. Hayes, property located at Bark Avenue, Plat 16, Lot 15  to appeal Jamestown Planning Commissions adverse advisory opinion under section 82-308

ii)
John A. Hayes, property located at Bark Avenue, Plat 16, Lot 15 application for dimensional variances 

iii)
Janice Ryng-Dutton, property located at Prospect Avenue, Plat 1, Lot 246 for an appeal of the decision of the Building Official denying a permit to build a single family dwelling on said lot

iv)
Janice Ryng-Dutton, property located at Prospect Avenue, Plat 1, Lot 246 application for district dimensional variance
6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
None

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report as follows:
a) Downtown Improvement Project

The State is distributing the Jamestown Downtown Improvement Project PS&E (Plans, specifications and estimate) documents to the various Department of Transportation Sections and the Federal Highway Administration as a last step prior to bidding the project out for construction.  We are awaiting an amended agreement with the RI DOT that combines the $500,000 from phase I with the $690,000 allocated in Phase II.  As soon as that is received we will begin survey and in-house design of Phase II.  The project may begin construction as soon as spring 2009.  The project will be constructed in a spring/fall or fall/spring construction sequence to accommodate the merchant’s needs.
Council comments:
The Council discussed their desire for underground wiring to be part of the Downtown Improvement Project.  The cost for the underground wiring was estimated at $650,000 and, in the past, was supported by the Jamestown Chamber of Commerce and business owners.  

It was the consensus of the Council to instruct the Town Administrator to schedule a meeting with RI DOT officials to discuss the possible ways of adding the underground wiring to the Downtown Improvement Project.
Budget Process for FY 2009/2010

Following a discussion by the Council on the changing economic times and need for careful consideration on limiting any increased financial burden on residents, it was requested by consensus that the January agenda include the pre-budget preparation and process for the FY 2009/2010 budget.
2) Town Clerk re:  Calendar, January – June 2009

No action taken.
PUBLIC HEARING

None

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Emergency Ordinance - Pursuant to the Jamestown Home Rule Charter, Article II, Section 217 (To meet a public exigency affecting life, health, property or the public peace, the town council may adopt one or more emergency ordinances but such ordinances may not levy taxes, grant, renew or extend a franchise, regulate the rate charged by any public utility for its services or authorize the borrowing of money. An emergency ordinance shall be introduced in the form and manner prescribed for ordinances generally, except that it shall be plainly designated as an emergency ordinance and shall contain, after the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an emergency exists and describing it in clear and specific terms. An emergency ordinance may be adopted with or without amendment or rejected at the meeting at which it is introduced, but the affirmative vote of at least four (4) members shall be required for adoption. After its adoption, printed copies of the ordinance shall be made available at the town hall. It shall become effective upon adoption or at such later time as it may specify. Every emergency ordinance shall automatically stand repealed as of the sixty-first day following the date on which it was adopted, but this shall not prevent re-enactment of the ordinance in the manner specified in this section if the emergency still exists. An emergency ordinance may also be repealed by adoption of a repealing ordinance in the same manner specified in this section for adoption of emergency ordinances.)
a)
Emergency Ordinance Amendment Resolution, Chapter 22, Environment, Article III – Noise (if favorable, adopt)
The Town Administrator informed the Council that the emergency ordinance could not be acted on without an affirmative vote from four members of the Council, pursuant to Section 217 of the Jamestown Charter.  
The Town Solicitor advised that the Council could discuss the proposed amendment for hearing at the next Council meeting.

Upon review of the proposed ordinance, the following changes were suggested by the Council:

· Sec. 22-71 Penalties.

The fine was to be increased from $25.00 for the second offence to $250.00; and from $100.00 for each subsequent offence.

· Article #

Name of the ordinance should be Construction

· Sec. 22-67 Construction Activities

Redefine the Sunday prohibition to allow for ordinary maintenance by homeowner

· Sec. 22-70 Enforcement

Must state “cease operation”.

· Ordinance should include a prohibition on idling vehicle noise and disturbance
It was the consensus of the Council that the proposed ordinance, with the changes as discussed, will be advertised for a December 15, 2008 hearing date.

b)
Proposed amendment to the Jamestown Code of Ordinance, Chapter 22 Environment, Article III – Noise (if favorable, order advertisement for hearing on December 15, 2008)
See above consensus under a) emergency ordinance.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. re:  Third Quarter 2008 Environmental Monitoring Report Former Jamestown Landfill
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. Third Quarter 2008 Environmental Monitoring Report for the former Jamestown landfill.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
It was noted by Councilor Sutton that the report shows there were no Federal or State exceedances.  

2)
Letter from John Sheehan re:  Jamestown Golf Course Committee

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from John Sheehan.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
It was the consensus of the Council that they were satisfied with the operation of the golf course and they were not in favor of forming a committee.
3)
Letter from Joseph Reale, President, First Subdivision of Shoreby Hill, Inc. re:  request for an ordinance for Historic Districts in Jamestown

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Joseph Reale, President of the First Subdivision of Shoreby Hill.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
The Town Solicitor noted that there are other ways in which the First Subdivision of Shoreby Hill could be named as a Jamestown Historic District.  
1. As a privately owned subdivision, there could be an association formed and a vote taken to enable those that wish to participate in establishing an historic district to do so.

2. The Council could hold a hearing on an ordinance designating the First Subdivision of Shoreby Hill as an historic district.  However, the passing of an ordinance would not allow for non-participation.
The Council discussed the options as stated by the Town Solicitor, as well as the need for input from the Planning Commission.

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to forward the request from Joseph Reale, President of the First Subdivision of Shoreby Hill, Inc., for an ordinance for the historic district designation to the Planning Commission and the Jamestown Historical Society for their comments and recommendations.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
4)
Letter from Sydney Waller re:  requesting an amendment to the Article II Alarm Systems

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Sydney Waller regarding alarm systems.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
The Council discussed Ms. Waller’s concern that the calculation for the alarm fee has been changed and she is now paying double the amount previously paid.
It was the consensus of the Council to ask Chief Bryer to provide the Council for their December 15 meeting the reasoning for the change in the calculation of alarm fees.

LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1)
Bingo License Renewal Application
a)
Application of the Jamestown Senior Citizens Association, Inc. to

operate a bingo at 6 West Street (Senior Center) and at 
45 Pemberton Avenue in the Pemberton Apartments (community room)
b)
Letter from Charlotte S. Richardson re: waiver of license fee ($100.00 per license)

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to approve the renewal of the bingo license for the Jamestown Senior Citizens Association, Inc. subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures, and to waive the licensing fee.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.

2)
Exhibition License with Vendors Application


a)
Conanicut Island Art Association (CIAA)



Art Exhibit Opening Night




Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue




December 11, 2008




5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to approve the Exhibition License with Vendors Permit for the Conanicut Island Art Association’s Art Exhibit Opening Night at the Jamestown Town Hall on December 11, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

a) Representative Bruce J. Long re:  legislative update

Representative Long reported that Rhode Island Economic Development Corporation has agreed to allow in-kind service for the remaining $5,000.00 portion of the matching grant award of $30,000.  Representative Long noted that the Town must continue meet the scope of the grant.  
2) Non-scheduled request to address

Norma Willis, North Main Road, stated that she agrees with the Council on the need for the underground wiring for the downtown area.  Ms. Willis informed the Council that Bucky Brennan conducted the research several years ago when the Town first began the plans for the project.

Wendy Waller, Beavertail Road, presented a letter from Electronic Tech Security refuting the charges assessed to Sydney Waller for alarm systems.
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


1)
Dog Park at Fort Getty (Councilor Szepatowski)
Councilor Szepatowski noted that she is working with the Recreation Director to research the probability of a dog park at Fort Getty.
NEW BUSINESS
1)
Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns re:  Rhode Island Energy Aggregation Program (REAP)

a)
GEXA Energy Rhode Island LLC – Electricity Supply Terms of Service (TOS)

b)
Business Electricity Authorization (BEA)

c)
Membership Participation Agreement (MPA)
The Town Administrator reviewed the three-year agreement for the Town to be included in the RI Energy Aggregation Program administered by the RI League of Cities and Towns.  The negotiated rate to purchase electricity is $.0941 per kwh.  The Town Administrator informed the Council that the proposed agreements also allow for the Town to purchase all or a portion of our power supply from renewable sources.  

The Council questioned the types of renewable energy to be considered and their associated costs.  The Town Administrator noted that options for the New England-based and United States options can include any form, wind, solar, biomass, and/or hydroelectric; while the Main Hydroelectric is a single source.  
Following a review of the rates and suppliers, the Council agreed to purchase 50% of our electric energy through the Main Hydroelectric power at $.00150 per kwh.  In response to a question of an expected total cost, the Town Administrator estimated that the cost from the General Fund would be $2,250 and $1,041 from Water and Sewer Funds.
It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to enter into the Rhode Island Energy Aggregation Program agreement with GEXA Energy Rhode Island LLC to purchase electricity, with 50% renewable resources purchased through Main Hydroelectric.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to authorize the Town Administrator Bruce Keiser to sign the documents for the purchase of electric power.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  So unanimously voted, with three members present.
Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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