JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

Budget Work Session 

March 31, 2008

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall, Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 6:03 pm by Council President Julio DiGiando to discuss the proposed FY2008-2009 budget.  The following members were present:

Michael G. White, Vice President

Barbara Szepatowski
Robert W. Sutton, Jr. 

Absent:
William A. Kelly

Also present were:
Bruce Keiser, Town Administrator

Christina Collins, Finance Director

Kimberly A. Turcone, Deputy Town Clerk 




Thomas P. Tighe, Police Chief
William Donovan, Police Lieutenant 

James Bryer, Fire Chief




Howard Tighe, Deputy Fire Chief/Fire Marshall




Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk




Lisa Bryer, Town Planner




Fred Brown, Zoning & Building Official




Kenneth Gray, Tax Assessor




Steven Goslee, Director of Public Works




Michael Gray, Town Engineer/Deputy Director of Public Works




Justin Jobin, Environmental Scientist




William Piva, Parks and Recreation Director 




Judith Bell, Librarian 




Douglas Ouellette, Sewage Treatment Plant Supervisor



Catherine Kaiser, School Committee



Rick Hodges, Jamestown EMS




Stephen Maceroni, First Southwest Co.

The Town Administrator introduced Stephen Maceroni who presented the Council with a brief presentation in regards to the town’s debt.  Mr. Maceroni noted that Jamestown’s debt is very low and that its current debt rating is “AA3”, with the best rating being “Aa2”.  He added that the island is unique and more isolated from other municipalities and along with the high population of wealth, the tax base is greater.
After discussion regarding the town’s debt, the Town Administrator moved on to discuss the capital budget.  The following is a list of proposed budgeted items:

· Open Space





$50,000

· Affordable Housing




$50,000

· Land Evidence (back indexing)


$15,000

· Planning & Development documents

$25,000

· Computer Improvements (annual)


$30,000

· Tax Assessor Revaluation



$50,000

· Police Patrol Car




$29,700

· Police Administrative Car



$23,500

· Police Dispatch Console



$19,515

· Fire Department Window Replacement

$10,500

· Fire Department Protective Equipment

$16,000

· Sidewalk Repair




$10,000

· Road Paving





$150,000

· Road & Seal





$30,000
· Street Repairs





$10,000

· GIS Data





$24,600

· Stormwater Management (phase 2)


$10,000

· Portable Screening plant



$17,699

· New Ambulance




$20,000

· Ft. Getty Master Plan




$50,000

TOTAL:
$661,514
The Council requested that at all comments be addressed by the audience at this time.
Richard Ventrone addressed his concern for a public safety complex, therefore having Police, Fire and EMS under one roof.

Ellen Winsor suggested that the Town look into RI DEM’s low interest loans for any upcoming projects.

Sav Rebecchi stated that he would like to present his input regarding the department head salary adjustments when the Council discusses the proposed increases.

Phil Willis questioned whether or not the town had to provide Blue Cross Blue Shield Healthmate Coast to Coast to its employees or can opt for an alternate company like the State’s coverage with United.

Nancy Koleman Ventrone invited the Council to attend the April 3rd Personnel Board meeting if there are any questions regarding the salary survey the Board provided the town.
The Council and Town Administrator reviewed the entire proposed FY2008-09 Budget line item by line item.  The Town Administrator then reviewed the FY2009-2014 Capital Improvement Plan.
Councilor Szepatowski requested that the Council be given a list of employee’s who are being given adjustments.  She requested that this list contain the employees’ title, current salary and the proposed increase so that any and all confusion will be cleared up at the next meeting.  She requested this documentation for the next budget meeting.

It was the consensus of the Council to hold another meeting on Monday, April 7th at 7:00 pm to wrap up all budget issues concerning the town portion of the proposed FY2008-2009 Budget. 

A motion was made by Councilor Szepatowski and seconded by Councilor White to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Kimberly A. Turcone 

Deputy Town Clerk

Town Council (5)

Town Administrator
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