
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

October 4, 2010

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:04 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack. 

II. ROLL CALL

Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice-President

William H. Murphy

Michael G. White

Ellen M. Winsor 

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III. AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

None.
IV. COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.  None.
V. CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.
The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda by request: No. 1) a).       
A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:  
1)         Adoption of Council minutes:

b)
September 20, 2010 (executive session) 
2)         Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (08/19/2010)

b)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (08/25/2010)

c)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (09/02/2010)

d)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (09/16/2010)

e)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (09/21/2010)

f)
Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (08/24/2010) 

4)
CRMC Notices:

a)
Semi-Monthly Meeting Agenda for 09/28/2010

b)
October 2010 Calendar

5)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

1)      Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
September 20, 2010 (regular meeting) Councilor Murphy stated during discussion of the Police Chief Search Committee (Page 3) he suggested former Police Chief Pemantell for the Committee.  He contacted former Chief Pemantell, who stated he would be happy to serve on the Search Committee.  
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to approve Consent Agenda item 1) a) as amended.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town may seek to go into Executive Session to discuss the following items:

1)
Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) potential litigation and collective bargaining. 

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1)
Town Administrator’s Report

a)
Narragansett Resolution.  Town Administrator Keiser followed up on Narragansett’s resolution on unfunded mandates.  The timing on this was questioned.  Narragansett Town Administrator Grady Miller brought this forward at the request of a Council member for discussion and forwarding to other communities.  This is an issue for review during budget season, as State and Federal governments have not lived up to their obligations and unfunded mandates are an important topic.   
b)
Congress of Councils Expenses.   Mr. Kaiser reported the Council authorized up to $5,000 for the Congress of Councils.  Total expenses were $4,757, with Newport Convention and Visitors Bureau contributing $1,000, Newport Chamber of Commerce contributing $500, City of Fall River contributing $800 toward the $2,000 speaker’s fee for Diane Phillips, True North Communications discounted their fee to $1,500, and the breakfast fee was discounted 15%.  As result of the generous donations and discounts, the actual cost to the Town of Jamestown for the Congress of Councils was $2,457.
WCRPC Energy Conservation Collaborative.  Bruce Keiser and Justin Jobin will attend an all day meeting tomorrow at WCRPC headquarters with the three finalists for the energy efficiency audit of municipal buildings for the 13 member collaborative.  Mr. Keiser will report back at the next Council meeting.   

Audio Video Upgrades/Transparency in Government Initiative.  Mr. Keiser reported he has been working on the software and hardware portions of the RFP’s for the filming and broadcasting of Town Council meetings and should have both aspects of the RFP ready for the next meeting.  
2)        JEMS August/September Report.   The report is accepted.
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS.
None.

IX. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
None.
X. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS
1)
Communications 

a)
Letter of Statewide Planning Program to Town Planner Lisa Bryer re: Safe routes to School Grant application for Round 2 

b)
Invitation of the Auditor General Ernest Almonte re: “Innovative Ways to Govern with Limited Resources” seminar on 10/05/2010, 8:00 a.m., CCRI Warwick

c)
Memorandum of Derwent Riding, Statewide Planning Program re: 2010 Tolling of Zoning Board and Planning Board/Commission decision expirations

d)
Letter of Weaver’s Cove Energy President Ted Gehrig and request for records re: Congress of Councils

e)
Letter of Lincoln Chafee re: thank you for Congress of Councils and affirmation of opposition to proposed LNG facility

f)
Letter of FERC LNG Engineering Branch Chief Terry Turpin to Jessica of Baker Botts LLP re: Single Accidental Leakage Source Determination for Weaver’s Cove nergy

g)
Letter of Governor Carcieri re: 2010 Community Development Block Grant Award of $97,000 

The Communications are noted by Council President Schnack.  Town Administrator Keiser commented on Communication a) Safe Routes to School Grant.  This is the second grant award for Jamestown, with a total grant award to date of $450,000 for comprehensive upgrades for safe pedestrian/bicycle travel routes to school.  Town Planner Lisa Bryer worked with the State and Historic Preservation Commission for implementation of the project.  There are significant Native American artifacts in the area and a workshop should be scheduled to address preservation issues and the Narragansett Tribe’s concerns.  Lisa Bryer will work with Bruce Keiser to schedule a date for the workshop.   

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to accept Communications a) through g).  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
2)
Pole Petitions

a)
Verizon New England and Narragansett Electric Company re: Linden Street to place two new joint poles (P 1 & 2) and two anchor guy locations to provide service to new home

i)
Recommendation of Deputy Public Works Director Michael Gray to grant petition 

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to approve the pole petition for Linden Street as recommended by Deputy Public Works Director Michael Gray.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

b)
Verizon New England and Narragansett Electric Company re: Ledge Road to place two new joint poles (P 10 & 11) and anchor guy location to remove aerial trespass by rerouting service

i)
Recommendation of Deputy Public Works Director Michael Gray to grant petition with the condition that utility company meets with concerned resident to review placement location and extent of clearing
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to approve the pole petition for Ledge Road with the conditions recommended by Deputy Public Works Director Michael Gray.    
Discussion.  Councilor Winsor commented the utility company should speak to the Kinders to be sure the issues are resolved.  Town Administrator Keiser commented utility companies work with the neighbors when vegetation is affected.  He will contact the Kinders and keep the dialogue on an administrative level.

An amendment to the motion is made by William Murphy with second by Michael White that pole petition approval is subject to the Kinder’s satisfaction.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

Back to the vote on the original motion as amended.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

XI. LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None.
XII. OPEN FORUM

1)         Scheduled request to address.  None.

2)
Non-scheduled request to address.
William Johnstone, Summit Avenue.  Linden Street Parking.  Mr. Johnstone referenced recent incidents and difficulties.  Mr. Johnstone’s residence is located at the corner of Summit Avenue and Linden Street.  His neighbor complained about his car being parked on Linden Street next to his residence, where he has lived for 33 years.  Mr. Johnstone explained work was being done at his home and there was no place else for him to park during renovations.  He feels he respects his boundaries but others do not.  Town Administrator Keiser referenced a petition for abandonment of the road (Linden Street), which Mr. Johnstone did not want.  Issues arose when Mr. Johnstone blocked his neighbor’s exit, refused to move his vehicle, and the car was towed by the Police Department.  This issue will be handled by Town Administrator Keiser with a report to the Council at the next meeting.  

Ellen Winsor, LNG Working Group Resolution.  Councilor Winsor reports FERC has received and formally downloaded Resolutions from all the communities that adopted resolutions as requested by the LNG WG, including Newport, Portsmouth, Middletown, Tiverton, Warren, Bristol, Barrington, Fall River, Cranston, Warwick, North Kingstown, East Greenwich, Block Island and Jamestown, against the proposed transit of LNG tankers, docking facility and cryogenic pipeline.  Governor Carcieri also signed the LNG WG Resolution, with the watermark, a copy of which arrived this morning.   Councilor Winsor reports that all gubernatorial candidates – Ken Block, Frank Caprio, Lincoln Chafee and John Robitaille – have signed the LNG WG Resolution and are opposed to the Weaver’s Cove Energy LNG proposal.  This is posted on the LNG WG website and the Jamestown Daily Record website.  The Council thanks her for the update.  

Councilor Winsor commented on the press advisory against her on the Town website, which was moved but not removed.  She requests a Council vote to remove it.  She is informed this must be done on a future agenda.   
XIII. APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

None.
XIV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)        Wind Turbine Siting Consulting Services.     Town Administrator Keiser referred to his memorandum regarding Wind Turbine Siting alternatives.  The FA&A consultants suggest that the FAA would likely approve modified height limits, which they calculate to be 350’ AMSL for Taylor Point and 392’ AMSL for Fort Getty.  The Landfill site was deemed inappropriate.  The Size Specifications of Common Industrial Wind Turbines report was referenced.  The current industry trend is larger turbines (2.5 MW or higher), which are more efficient and produce more wind generation and revenue.  Jamestown’s current size turbine limitation of 2.0 MW (based on height) will dictate the revenue opportunities, and an additional analysis is required.  The cost for the study would be under $8,000.  There has been further research into the National Grid interconnection issues, presumed a non-issue from the feasibility study.  The information gathered suggests a costly impact study for the turbine interconnect is required, as our transmission system has a very light load.  Jamestown does not have the same heavy industrial activity as other communities and our power lines were never upgraded.  A full analysis to determine the upgrades required for the interconnection is a necessity before taking any further action and would cost in the tens of thousands of dollars (Town Administrator is working to get a more accurate figure).  There is a great deal of uncertainty as to the type of turbine Jamestown could use and the cost of the interconnect.  Council President Schnack stated the most important thing is to determine if Jamestown can connect to the grid.  November 8, 2010 is the last day for an appeal to the FAA decision.  Re-filing for a new determination is also an option.  We have not heard a determination on the Fort Getty locations.  If we start over with new locations, we restart the request period.  Discussion ensued regarding the turbine size recommended in the feasibility study, which would solve our needs but not provide retail sell off to National Grid.  The information from the Town of Falmouth, MA brought forward by Councilor Murphy was referenced.  He is in favor of energy conservation.    
Councilor Winsor referenced a notebook of alternative energy options she provided and advocates.  There are many variables that need to be addressed.  Lengthy discussion continued.  Town Administrator Keiser is reviewing what the design plan and cost estimate would be for a transmission upgrade.  We need to know what it will cost us to find out if we can connect.  The cost of going into the project may impact the positive cash flow predicted.  The feasibility study lacked much of the information and related costs discussed this evening.  It is estimated it will take National Grid six months to complete their analysis.   Town Administrator Keiser will gather additional information and cost estimates and report back to the Council at the next meeting.  A Renewable Energy Committee, alternative energy sources and the WCRPC energy audit were discussed.  Lengthy discussion continued.
Art Christman suggests we collect our losses and drop this for now.  President Schnack stated we don’t want to overspend on the project.  Jamestown purchases 50% of its power from renewable energy sources. Discussion ensued regarding renewable energy.   This item is continued on the agenda.
2)
Wind Turbine Bond Referendum    Town Administrator Keiser’s memorandum reported we are not able to remove the Referenda question from the November ballot as the legislation enacted states that the question “shall be” presented to the voters.  The Council needs to address how to proceed.  A request has been submitted to extend the ARRA deadline.  Discussion ensued on educating the voters on this issue.  Notice will be placed on the town website and in the newspaper advising voters to “vote no” on the referenda question.  Other sources discussed were an editorial, a Viewpoint article, letter to the Editor and an informational flyer.  Discussion continued.  Town Administrator Keiser will prepare a letter on behalf of the Council recommending the voters reject the referenda question.  Voter approval does not bind the town to go forward with the bond.  A new wind energy bond referendum can be brought forward to the voters in the future.  
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the recommendations outlined in the Town Administrator’s memorandum and have a draft letter prepared for educating the people on the bond referendum question for Town Council approval at the next regular meeting.  

Discussion.  The Board of Canvassers run elections, they do not advice anyone how to vote.  Volunteers will be engaged to help get the information out.
Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
3)         Fort Getty Master Plan Implementation.    Town Administrator Keiser distributed a memorandum from Town Planner Lisa Bryer regarding a Fort Getty Charrette process.  Town Council President Schnack outlined a format for a series of Fort Getty workshops.  Workshop 1 would ask the public to inform the Council what they would like to see at Fort Getty.  Workshop 2 would take the ideas and determine costs, revenue and how this would work together.  Workshop 3 would take ideas and put them on a map to see if they actually fit together.  We should then have an idea of how we want Fort Getty to look now and in the future.  

The workshop charrette process proposed by Town Planner Bryer is similar to President Schnack’s idea, but proposes to hire a facilitator to do the study and then develop a plan.  The cost, approximately $5,000 to $10,000, includes the study and the plan.  Resident architects and members of the Buildings and Facilities Committee could be part of the process.  A prior charrette and related costs were referenced.  Lisa Bryer will prepare a memorandum for the next meeting for Council review and discussion.  Council members agree we must get going on this project.  Priorities need to be outlined.  Discussion continued.  This item is continued to the next agenda.                 
XV. NEW BUSINESS

1)    Boards and Commissions re: interviews, appointments, vacancies, and term expirations.  Inconsistencies in term expirations were referenced.  The Council does not want to change any term expirations at this time.    
2)     Fort Wetherill Appraisal.  Copies of the appraisal were distributed to Council members.  Newport Appraisal valued the entire parcel at $2,240,000.  Subdivided,   Parcel B on the waterfront (disregarding the existing lease) is valued at $1,140,000 and Parcel A the (upland) vacant land is valued at $1,100,000.  The total value of $2,240,000 is similar to an offer previously received for this property.  Tax Assessor Ken Gray feels the values are low due to the current real estate market.  The leased value for Parcel B is referenced, totaling $590,000.  RIDEM is still interested in the property.  The 5,000 sq. ft. building (former mine storage building) is used for storage, and we need to know what is stored there.  This item will be continued to the next meeting.  A work session should also be scheduled.         
3)        Bay View Condominium Association: Request to remove sidewalk on Knowles Court.  Councilor White recuses himself on this issue as he lives at the Bay View Condominiums and his wife is on the Board.  Town Administrator Keiser distributed a letter from BVCA Member Paula Florentino with a picture of the proposed sidewalk removal and landscape enhancements.  Pictures of the condominium complex and the current sidewalks on Knowles Court were referenced.  Ms. Florentino is in attendance and explains the condo association’s request and stated she has never seen anyone use the subject sidewalks.  Town Administrator Keiser explained the need for sidewalks as a public safety enhancement and the condominium complex location, next to the JEMS facility.  The condominium association would maintain the proposed enhancements.  Town Planner Lisa Bryer has not reviewed this.  Town Engineer Mike Gray has looked at this proposal.  Police Chief Tighe expressed concern for the project, as this is adjacent to the JEMS parking lot.  There is discussion of whether the fence could be moved back and the shrubbery planted in front of it.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  The Council feels they need more information.  Was the sidewalk part of the Zoning approval process?  How many parking spaces are required for the complex?  Town Administrator Keiser will research this issue further and gather information for the next meeting.  This item will be continued.   
XVI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to enter into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) to discuss potential litigation and collective bargaining.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) the following vote was taken by the Jamestown Town Council to enter into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation and collective bargaining:  Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice President Bowen, Aye; Councilor Murphy, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; and Councilor Winsor, Aye.    

The Jamestown Town Council reconvened its regular meeting at 9:29 p.m.  The Jamestown Town Council entered into Executive Session at 8:51 p.m. by unanimous vote and that session has now ended by unanimous vote.  Council President Schnack announced there were no votes taken in Executive Session.   

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michal White to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session.  Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice President Bowen, Aye; Councilor Murphy, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; and Councilor Winsor, Aye.  

XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Ellen Winsor with second by Michael White to adjourn the meeting.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The regular meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.         

Attest:


Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC

Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor
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