TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

March 1, 2010

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:10 PM by Council President Michael Schnack.  The following members were present: 

Robert Bowen, Vice President

William H. Murphy

Michael G. White

Ellen Winsor

also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Karen Montoya, Deputy Town Clerk

Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner

Justin Jobin, Environmental Scientist

AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

1)
Lisa Bryer made a presentation on the School Land Use Plan. Ms. Bryer gave a short history of the process starting with the Rolling Agenda, the bicycle advocacy group in 2005.  Their primary concern was safety issues for Jamestown. Since the various user groups at the school don’t communicate with each other well, and since the Town and the school both have responsibilities for the maintenance of different portions of the school grounds, the group wanted to coordinate all of these users.  They started a grassroots fundraising effort and applied for many grants, which resulted in the hiring of Gates, Leighton & Associates who formulated the School Land Use Plan.  One of the elements of the School Land Use Plan is an updated playground at Lawn Avenue School.  Last summer significant sidewalk improvements were made around the schools.  The group is proposing two new climbing structures with above ground footings being sensitive to the Native American Burial Ground. The Narragansett Tribe has been involved during this whole process.  Councilor Winsor questioned the height and materials of the structures.  Ms. Bryer reported that these structures are well made and appear around the country. The group is beginning a new fund raising effort and would like to have the Town Council on board before they start.  The School Land Use Plan was accepted by a previous council.  Council President Schnack asked if the council needed to take any action. Mr. Keiser responded that no action was necessary.  

COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was requested that items # 5(a, d, and e) be discussed.  It was moved by Councilor White seconded by Councilor Bowen to accept items #1, 2, 3 (a-c), 4, and 5 (b and c), and 6 of the consent agenda.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a) February 16, 2010 (regular meeting) 

2) Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Zoning Board of Review (01/26/2010)

b)
Jamestown Housing Authority (01/20/2010)

c)
Tax Assessment Board of Review (01/20/2010)


4)
Notices:  CRMC/DEM – None at this time

5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
Resolution from the City of Warwick re: to enact legislation for bicyclist safety

b)
Resolution from the City of Woonsocket re: in support of various House and Senate Bills

c)
Resolution from the Town of Burrillville re:  to the withholding of motor vehicle excise tax reimbursements

d)
Resolution from the City of Providence re:  in support of legislation establishing a “Blue Alert” program in the State of Rhode Island

e)
Resolution from the City of Cranston re:  to enact legislation for bicyclist safety

6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
Resolution from the City of Warwick re: to enact legislation for bicyclist safety

e)
Resolution from the City of Cranston re: to enact legislation for bicyclist safety

Councilor Winsor was concerned about safety. After discussion Council President Schnack called for a motion.  Councilor Winsor moved to draft a similar resolution to be put on a future agenda for further discussion. Councilor White seconded. So unanimously voted.

d)
Resolution from the City of Providence re:  in support of legislation establishing a “Blue Alert” program in the State of Rhode Island

Council President Schnack wondered if the Police Dept had looked at this.  Mr. Keiser said the intent of the bill is commendable and he suggested that if they wanted this on a future agenda he would ask Chief Tighe to testify on behalf of it. It was moved by Councilor Winsor and seconded by Councilor White, that it will be put on the agenda for the first meeting in April and to ask Chief Tighe to testify. So unanimously voted. 

It was moved by Councilor White and seconded by Councilor Bowen to accept  Consent Agenda items 5 a, d and e.  So unanimously voted.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:

1)
Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) litigation

Council President Schnack announced that there would be an executive session later in the evening, pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) litigation.

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report as follows:

To:  

Honorable Town Council

From:  
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Date:

March 1, 2010

Subject:
Town Administrator’s Report

Rhode Island State Legislators House Committee Hearing

Mr. Keiser will attend House Committee hearing on March 3, 2010 to testify on behalf of Jamestown.  Ellen Winsor will attend also. Mr. Keiser learned from Senate President Paiva-Weed that the Senate has consolidated hearings on a number of LNG bills in opposition to the Weaver proposal that will be heard next week.  He will advise the council of the dates and times.

Late Communication

Invitation from Newport’s mayor Jeanne-Marie Napolitano to participate in the parade for St. Patrick’s Day.

Request from chairman of the Jamestown Housing Authority to have the Council President swear in the officers of the Housing Authority.  There is a date and time  conflict with our council meeting.  They are planning to have the ceremony off premises so Mr. Keiser will check if they can instead come to the council meeting.

.  

*****************************************

2) Conservation Commission re: Wind Turbine Siting

Mr. Keiser has spoken to Mr. Powell about the request of the Conservation Commission. Mr. Keiser and Ms. Bryer will contact their respective professional associations of Town Managers and Planners to see what actions that they have taken to conduct EIS investigations and get some cost proposals. Councilor Bowen suggested that they contact the Renewable Energy Research Laboratory at UMass Amherst who does a lot of community based wind funded in part by the Wind Powering America Program that DOE runs. They should be a good resource.  It was moved by Councilor Murphy and seconded by Councilor Bowen to accept the communication and refer to the Town Administrator for action.  Councilor Winsor requested more criteria on the post construction monitoring study. So unanimously voted.  Discussion ensued with Chris Powell about such a study; he thinks there might be money available.  Council President stopped discussion to a future meeting and asked Mr. Powell to keep them posted.

3) Work Session Notice re: March 10, 2010 @ 5:30 for the Town Council and Harbor Management Commission.

PUBLIC HEARING

1) Proposed Amendment to the Code of Ordinance, Chapter 82 – Zoning, Duplex and Multifamily Dwellings; duly advertised for hearing in the Jamestown Press on February 11, 18, and 25, 2010.

Town Planner Lisa Bryer reported that the Planning Commission put this proposal forward.  They have reinstated the R-8 and the R-20 districts which are the same lot sizes that were in the previous ordinance for duplex and multifamily.  In the commercial district and the CL district; they have made the lot sizes smaller.  They also formulated a definition for a duplex as well as dwelling – two household, and amended Article 10-Multifamily dwellings.  Council President opened for public comment.  Councilor Murphy asked for clarification on the R-20, multi family dwelling as to how it would affect affordable housing.  Council President Schnack questioned if we actually have lots that are of that size that actually apply and are not just there as numbers. Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor Winsor seconded to close the public hearing. Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor Winsor seconded to approve the ordinance as presented, Code of Ordinances Chapter 82-Zoning duplex, multifamily dwellings and that it is in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.  So unanimously voted.



2)
Proposed Amendment to the Code of Ordinance, Chapter 82 – Zoning, Chapter 82-317 Community Flood Plain Ordinance for Special Flood Hazard Areas; duly advertised for hearing in the Jamestown Press on February 11, 18, and 25, 2010

Ordinance is designed to provide standards for development within the flood plain and flood hazard areas.  All communities must follow these in order to be eligible for participation in national flood insurance program.   Justin Jobin reported no significant changes to the flood maps in Jamestown. Councilor Winsor moved and Councilor Murphy seconded to close the public hearing. So unanimously voted.  Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinance, Chapter 82-Zoning, Chapter 82-317 Community Flood Plain Ordinance for Special Flood Hazard Areas and it is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS



1)
Resolution #2010-009 re: Remembrance of Victims of Domestic Violence (continued from 02-16-2010)

Councilor Winsor requested that this resolution go to the Solicitor for further research and then put this on the agenda in about one month.  Council President Schnack agreed.  Councilor Winsor moved and Councilor Bowen seconded that we move the Resolution #2010-009 to the Solicitor and then bring this back as a topic for the April 5th meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Letter from John A. Murphy re: Rights Appurtenant to Lots 124 and 125 on Tax Assessor’s Plat 10

Mr. Keiser stated no action is needed on this point, but we will add them to                                                            notification lists with respect to any future discussions on Fort Wetherill.  Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor Murphy seconded to accept the letter from John A. Murphy.  So unanimously voted.

2)
Copy of letter from Town Administrator to Superintendent of Schools re: reduction of Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Reimbursements

Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the letter from the Town Administrator to the Superintendent of Schools.  So unanimously voted.

3)
Letter from Bruce Keiser to Richard Sullivan re: Beavertail Lighthouse and Museum

Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the letter from Bruce Keiser to Richard Sullivan.  So unanimously voted.

4)
Resolution request from Community Housing Resource Board/Hot Line re: April named Fair Housing Month

Mr. Keiser reported we will have this as a resolution on the agenda for March 15th.  Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to accept and refer to the Administrator to have it on the future agenda.  So unanimously voted.

5)
Memorandum from William Munger and John Murphy re: Need for action plan dealing with user group conflicts

Councilor Bowen moved and councilor White seconded to accept the memorandum from William Munger and John Murphy.  So unanimously voted.  Council President Schnack directed this to be moved to the Harbor Commission to be an item for discussion for next week

6)
Letter from FEMA re: Updated Coastal Flood Insurance Study and Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) Newport County, Rhode Island (All Jurisdictions)

Councilor Winsor requested that this letter be forwarded to Conservation Commission.  Council President Schnack moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the communication and forward it to the Conservation Commission. So unanimously voted.

7)
Letter from the Jamestown Arts Center re:  requesting support of the multi-disciplinary arts center

Councilor Winsor stated the council should accept their invitation to tour the facility.  Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the letter. So unanimously voted. Councilor Bowen concurred with Councilor Winsor to tour the art center as well as other facilities that they missed in the first round of touring including the area where the bicycle path is proposed at the reservoir, the transfer station, the police station and the Jamestown Arts Center.  Mr. Keiser will coordinate a morning to tour these.  Councilor Winsor moved and Councilor White seconded to have Mr. Keiser arrange a morning to tour the area where the bicycle path is proposed at the reservoir, the transfer station, the police station, the Jamestown Arts Center and any other facility they missed. So unanimously voted

8)
Letter from the Department of Elderly Affairs re:  identifying those citizens 100 years of age or older for birthday recognition

Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor Bowen seconded to accept the letter from the Department of Elderly Affairs and to defer to the Town Administrator and the Town Clerk to follow through.  So unanimously voted.

9) Memorandum from Dan Beardsley, Executive Director of RI League of Cities and Towns re:  on-line workshops

Councilor White moved and Councilor Murphy seconded to accept communication from Dan Beardsley.  So unanimously voted.   Councilor Winsor brought the “Cooperative Purchasing-Saving Scarce Purchasing Dollars” course to the Town Administrator’s attention as a good learning tool. The Town Administrator was already familiar with this.

LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1) One day Event with Vendor Application and/or One Day Peddler License

                     a)
Applicant:
PRodgers LLC (Bunny Run)

Place:

Site map attached

Date:

April 3, 2010

Time:

12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Selling:
T-Shirt

Councilor White moved and Councilor Murphy seconded to approve the One Day Event with Vendor License and One Day Peddler License for sales for PRodgers LLC (Bunny Run) for April 3, 2010 from 12:30-2:30 pm    So unanimously voted.

2) Peddler License Renewal Applications



a)
Del’s Lemonade & Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a Del’s of Jamestown

Location: Mackerel Cove Beach (East end); Ft. Getty; Jamestown Shores Beach

b)
Jennifer Talancy d/b/a Stearns Farms Organic Produce

Location: East Ferry beach (near beach wall)

Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to renew the Peddlers License for Del’s Lemonade & Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a Del’s of Jamestown  located at Mackerel Cove Beach (east end), Ft. Getty, and Jamestown Shores; and  for Jennifer Talancy d/b/a Stearns Farms Organic Produce located at East Ferry beach (near beach wall). So unanimously voted.

3) Holiday License Renewal Applications

a)
Baker’s Pharmacy of Jamestown, Inc

Location: 53 Narragansett Ave



b)
Barbara & Michael Gallo d/b/a Theatre Family Restaurant

Location: 34 Narragansett Ave



c)
Conanicut Marine Services, Inc. d/b/a the Conanicut Store




Location: 20 Narragansett Ave



d)
Cumberland Farms, Inc. d/b/a Cumberland Farms Store #1108




Location: 41 North Rd



e)
Debsbeads/ The Purple Door




Location: 47 Conanicus Ave.



f)
Del’s Lemonade & Refreshments, Inc. d/b/a Del’s of Jamestown

Location: Mackerel Cove Beach (East end); Ft. Getty; Jamestown Shores Beach

g)
East Ferry Market, Ltd. (S-Corp) d/b/a East Ferry Market & Deli

Location: 47 Conanicus Ave. Units 1&2

h)
Eastern Resorts, LLC d/b/a The Bay Voyage

150 Conanicus Ave

i)
Jamestown Mist, LLC d/b/a Jamestown Mist

Location: 35 Narragansett Ave.



j)
Jian Sheng Ni d/b/a Peking Garden




Location: 34 Narragansett Ave



k)
Lucky Ridge Co., LLC d/b/a Spinnaker’s Café 




Location: 3 Ferry Wharf



l)
Lucky Ridge Co., LLC d/b/a Spinnaker’s Café Mobile Unit

Location: East Ferry; Ft. Getty; Mackerel Cove Beach Parking Lot (East end)

m)
Seadish, Ltd. d/b/a Tricia’s Tropigrille

Location: 14 Narragansett Ave.


n)
Zeek’s Bait & Tackle, Inc. d/b/a Zeek’s Bait & Tackle

Location: 194 North Rd.

Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White to renew the Holiday Licenses for the above-mentioned business.  So unanimously voted.

              4)      Trash Collector License

a) 
Allied Waste Services




Location: Island-wide

b)
Waste Management of RI

Location: Island-wide

Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor White seconded to renew the Trash Collector Licenses for Allied Waste Services and Waste Management of RI located island-wide. So unanimously voted.

OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

None

2) Non-scheduled request to address

None

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1) Fort Getty Master Plan Committee Composition and Charge (continued from 02-16-2010)

a) Memorandum from Council President Schnack

b) Memorandum from Mary Meagher

Councilor Bowen noted they might want to consider a Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee in lieu of something that is strictly focused on Fort Getty.  This would give them a broader charge and a broader picture for parks and recreation.  Councilor Murphy concurred that an advisory committee would be a good idea, but he was leaning towards trying to get the facilities committee more involved.   For example the council could give all the buildings and grounds to a Buildings and Grounds Committee and take all the recreational activities and give that to the other group.  They would need to coordinate.  Councilor Bowen was concerned that there were no swimming, boating or sailing activities.  He hoped there would be some individuals with good input who could assist the committee and focus on the recreational aspects at large rather than just one particular park. Councilor White noted that the council would eventually need to make some decisions on what they are going to do with the master plan. Councilor Winsor felt it might be a bit unmanageable with multiple committees because it has been hard enough to get moving on Ft. Getty. She thought that maybe the Council should review who is on the Buildings and Facilities Committee and what their skill sets are relative to these other needs.  Council President Schnack concurred with Council Winsor to make Ft. Getty a priority to get off the ground, and to do something to actually implement and to figure out  how to pay for the master plan. We need to think how we are going to maintain and improve all the different parks and buildings.  Council President Schnack would like to get some more information on these other two committees and develop a charge for a recreation committee; dividing up some of the work between some of the other committees that exist including the facilities committee.  Councilor Murphy suggested moving it to the April 5th meeting.  Councilor Bowen will draft a charge with the Town Planner, Town Administrator and Parks and  Recreation Director to get some ideas.  Chris Powell spoke about keeping the Conservation Commission and the Harbor Commission in the loop.  Councilor Winsor wondered if the Ft. Getty Committee would be willing to help.  It was noted that the committee has been disbanded but they could speak as private citizens. Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to continue the Ft. Getty discussion to the April 5th meeting.  So unanimously voted.  

2) Memorandum from the Conservation Agency re: coyote management

The Town Administrator gave an overview of the old recommendations and noted that a key part of this new proposal
is finding a compost area for carcasses of animals.  Numi Mitchell is looking for town cooperation to find a site for this compost to reduce the food stock for the coyotes.  The upper land fill was a possibility. Chris Powell noted that Fish and Wildlife would be a good source of information. Jerry Scott wondered about a road kill list as in Martha’s Vineyard.  The Town Administrator responded that DEM does that.  Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to move the memorandum from the Conservation Agency to the April 5th meeting.  So unanimously voted.

3) Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) (continued on the agenda) 

a) Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority re: reaffirmation of a June 14, 2005 resolution regarding LNG

Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to accept the letter from the Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority.  The Town Administrator forwarded this letter from Representative Ruggiero for Council information.  So unanimously voted.

The Town Administrator is in contact with Senator Reed’s office about LNG and will report to the council when he receives information. So unanimously voted.

NEW BUSINESS


1)
Harbor Management Commission


              a)  
fee increase for West Ferry dinghy dock

Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor White seconded to approve the increase in the West Ferry dinghy dock rate to $450.  So unanimously voted 

                          b)
fee increase for mooring permits

Councilor Bowen moved and Councilor Murphy seconded to  approve the addition of the  $5  fee for the permits for the mooring fees. So unanimously voted.

2)
Harbor Management Commission budget process (per Council President Scnack)

Councilor Bowen had some concerns about Harbor Master hours and late coverage.   Council President Schnack would like to review the mooring fees at the same time the council reviews the budget.  Discussion ensued on how to approach the mooring fees in light of the timeline to send out the renewal notices on March 15th.  Mr. Keiser noted it would be on the agenda for the Harbor meeting on March 10th, and further discussion would be continued to the March 15th meeting.  Councilor Murphy moved and Councilor White seconded to move the fees to the next meeting.  So unanimously voted.

4) Extenet Systems (formerly known as SBA Advanced Wireless Networks) re: permission to install one new 35’ Class 3 wooden utility pole on the corner of Beach Street  and Bow Street

The Town Administrator gave a review of the project and reported that Michael Gray and Steve Goslee were fine with the new pole.  Carly Cowher reported that the new pole location would not impact the residents as much since it was on the town right-of-way.

Councilor Winsor wondered about the health ramifications.  Ms. Cowher responed that they had studies backing up their safety.  Councilor White moved and Councilor Bowen seconded to approve the siting of the new pole.  So unanimously voted.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was moved by Council President Schnack, seconded by Councilor White to enter into executive session at 8:50 p.m., pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) litigation.  It was voted, Councilor Bowen, aye; Councilor Murphy, aye; Councilor White, aye; Councilor Winsor, aye; Council President Schnack; aye. 

The Council returned from executive session at 9:07 p.m.  Council President Schnack announced that there were no votes taken in executive session.

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy to seal the executive session minutes from the public. It was voted, Councilor Bowen, aye; Councilor Murphy, aye; Councilor White, aye; Councilor Winsor, aye; Council President Schnack; aye. 

There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Winsor to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Karen Montoya

Deputy Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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