TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

June 17, 2013

I. ROLL CALL
Town Council Members present:

Kristine S. Trocki, President

Mary E. Meagher, Vice President
Thomas P. Tighe
Blake A. Dickinson
Town Council Members absent:

Eugene B. Mihaly
Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator 

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor
James Bryer, Fire Chief

Lisa Bryer, Town Planner 

Catherine Kaiser, School Committee Chair
William Piva, Parks and Recreation Director 
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk
II. CALL TO ORDER; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Town Council President Trocki called the regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order at 7:33 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
III. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND RESOLUTIONS
A) Resolution:  No. 2013-11 Opposing Senate Bill 322 Sub A and House Bill 5394. Town Administrator Keiser explained the emergency nature of the Resolution opposing the two Bills being heard this week in the General Assembly. If adopted, developers would be exempt from property taxes on homes under construction until sold, resulting in an unfair tax treatment, and causing existing taxpayers to subsidize developers. Jamestown would realize $17,000 in lost revenues annually, and statewide the revenue loss is estimated at $2,000,000.  
A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to adopt Resolution No. 2013-11 opposing Bills S-322 Sub A and H-5394. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS
All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.  

A) One Day Event/Entertainment Licenses

1) Applicant:
Jamestown Rocket Hogs 


Event:

Independence Day Fireworks 


Date:

July 6, 2013 (rain date July 13, 2013)


Location:
East Ferry

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to the Jamestown Rocket Hogs for the Independence Day Fireworks. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

2)
Applicant:
Conanicut Island Art Association


Event:

CIAA Summer Craft Fair


Date:

July 20, 2013


Location:
Jamestown Recreation Center

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to Conanicut Island Art Association for the Summer Craft Fair. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
3) Applicant:
Conanicut Island Art Association

Event:

CIAA Annual Art Exhibit

Date:

July 24-28, 2013

Location:
Jamestown Recreation Center

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to Conanicut Island Art Association for the Annual Art Exhibit. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
4) Applicant:
Richard and Michelle Smith

Event:

Smith Wedding

Date:

August 3, 2013

Location:
Fort Getty Pavilion

A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Mary Meagher to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to Richard and Michelle Smith for the Smith Wedding. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
5) Applicant:
Roy Geigan

Event:

Spencer Family Cookout/Wedding

Date:

August 4, 2013

Location:
Fort Getty Pavilion

A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Mary Meagher to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to Roy Geigan for the Spencer Family Cookout/Wedding. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

6) Applicant:
John Kelly

Event:

Kelly Party

Date:

August 10, 2013

Location:
Fort Getty Pavillion

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license to John Kelly for the Kelly Party. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
V.
OPEN FORUM
Please note that, under scheduled requests to address, if the topic of the address is available to be put on the agenda, the Council may discuss the issue. 
A) Scheduled to Address. None. 

B) Non-scheduled to Address. 

Sav Rebecchi. Sail Street. Historic District Commission Ordinance. Mr. Rebecchi referenced his review of pertinent documents and attendance at Planning Commission meetings for the proposed ordinance. He sees a potential issue, as the ordinance if adopted establishes the Historic District Commission, and provides for the appointment of members to administer the ordinance. However, upon adoption, the ordinance automatically approves Shoreby Hill as a historic district. He feels this should be two separate steps, and the Historic District Commission, once appointed, should administer the ordinance and approve historic district status. President Trocki noted as this is Open Forum the Council cannot speak to the issue, but will take his comments under advisement. Later in the agenda the Council will vote to proceed to public hearing for the Historic District Ordinance, and if it goes forward, the public can comment at that time.   
VI.    ADMINISTRATOR, DEPARTMENT, AND SOLICITOR REPORTS
A) Town Administrator’s Report. 
1) Rights-of-Way/Access to Shore. Town Administrator Keiser noted the major Court decision on the long-contested High Street ROW dispute rendered May 31st by Judge Brian Van Coughen. The Court backed the 2003 CRMC designation of High Street as a public ROW to the East Passage shoreline. An adjacent property owner claimed only abutters had legal access to the site and created a landscaped barrier. With the ruling the Town can open access to the shoreline. The property owner will have opportunity to relocate the plantings. We just learned, however, that the property recently was sold. If clearing doesn’t proceed, DPW crews will create an obstructed access and water view at the end of the path. This ROW has a steep access embankment and may require stairs. The Town will have to review each ROW to determine costs, maintenance requirements, and benefits on a case-by-case basis. Discussion of ROW’s continued. An updated ROW report will be ready for the second meeting in July.  
2) Recreation Study. Town Administrator Keiser stated the consultant team completed employee and Council interviews and conducted a tour of Town parks and facilities. The next step is establishing a format for the focus groups. The descriptive profile was just received and will be distributed for Council review. 
3) Recycling Bid. Town Administrator Keiser provided the bid specs for recycling services that will be advertised on Thursday. The last contract expired in December 2011, and a new contract award was delayed due to the new single stream recycling. The Council questioned whether this should be delayed until the Local Preference Ordinance is developed. Per Solicitor Ruggiero, the enabling legislation submitted was heard and is being held in Committee for further study, and it is doubtful it will be voted on during this legislative session. Lengthy discussion ensued. Town dumpsters are new to the RFP, but can be separated if the Council prefers. Council members have questions and requested that copies of past RFP’s and contracts be forwarded to them for review. Council members were directed to forward their suggestions to Town Administrator Keiser. 

A motion was made by Thomas Tighe with second by Mary Meagher to continue the recycling bid to the July 1st regular meeting agenda. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
4) Golf Course RFQ. Town Administrator Keiser reported there were four submittals for the golf course building. The next step is to interview each firm (sometime this week). Vice President Meagher will assist Town staff with the process. Discussion continued.
5) Website RFP. Town Administrator Keiser noted four proposals were submitted for the website redesign. IT Director Glier will provide a preliminary evaluation of each proposal to the specifications included in the RFP. However, Mike is not happy with the response, as several of them did not meet the requirement to separate the website hosting and content. His evaluation may be ready for July 1st and the project may have to be rebid.  
6) Fort Getty Pavilion Improvements. Town Administrator Keiser reported Vice President Meagher is working with Planner Bryer, DPW Director Gray and landscape architect Arek Galle of Gates Leighton & Associates to review the plans for landscaping, parking, and accessory structures at the Pavilion. After review and fine tuning the group would like to meet with the Council in a work session to reach a consensus on a final plan. A presentation on July 1st was suggested during the regular meeting or work session prior to the regular meeting. Discussion continued.  

7) Fire Department Expansion. Town Administrator Keiser referenced the memo and report submitted by Chief Bryer outlining the need for expanding the facility space to house Fire and EMS apparatus and to improve daily operations and response capabilities. He suggested a work session in July for Council input and establishing a future direction. The $15,000 in the capital budget for design work and site assessment was referenced. Council members were impressed with the document. A work session will be scheduled in late July or early August. Discussion continued. 
B)   Solicitor’s Report.  No Solicitor’s Report this evening.  
VII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A) Town Administrator Search. Vice President Meagher noted the process and asked that anyone interested in serving on the Town Administrator Search Committee submit their letters of interest and background facts by July 1st so that appointments can be made at the July 15th meeting. Discussion of the committee makeup continued. The Committee should have between 5 and 9 members, two of them Council members. Letters and bios should be forwarded to the Town Clerk. The members of the press in attendance were asked to publicize the Committee as well.  
B) Town Councilors to serve on Parking Committee. Solicitor Ruggiero stated the Resolution did not specify the number of members for the Parking Committee. The Police Chief, Town Planner, Public Works Director, and Town Administrator (ex officio) and two Council members will serve on the Committee.
A motion was made by Kristine Trocki with seconded by Mary Meagher to appoint Councilor Thomas Tighe and Vice President Mary Meagher to the Parking Committee. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to have Councilor Thomas Tighe serve as Chair of the Parking Committee. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
VIII.
NEW BUSINESS
A) Jamestown Outdoors request – paddle board rentals at Mackerel Cove. President Trocki recused on this agenda item, filed the appropriate form, and turned the meeting over to Vice President Meagher. Vice President Meagher presides over the meeting. Town Administrator Keiser noted review with Recreation Director Piva, and it was determined this operation would have little impact at Mackerel Cove, would be a positive additional water activity, and should be given a trial. Kayaking already exists there and is confined to the west end of the beach. The paddle board rentals must be outside of the roped area for swimmers and operate at the west end of the beach. Safety concerns and potential distractions were noted. Discussion continued.

Jason and Beth Hatch of Jamestown Outdoors are in attendance and describe their proposed activity, which is proposed in answer to families requesting to have paddleboard activities at Mackerel Cove with hourly rentals. No parking spots will be used, and the operation will be on the beach (west end). Patrons must file a waiver, they are fully insured, and the Town will be a named insured. Discussion continued.

Solicitor Ruggiero was asked for his opinion and stated this vendor is no greater risk than other vendors. A memorandum of agreement (MOA) must be drafted and executed, if the Town approves the activity, and they must apply for the appropriate Town license. The MOA will outline parameters (days, times, hours, etc.) and limit the number of rentals. Mr. Keiser noted this is not an unusual operation for seaside communities. Councilor Tighe would like to be consistent and delay this until the Recreation Study is completed. Councilors would like to see their plans and it sounds interesting. Discussion continued. This item is continued to the July 1st regular meeting agenda.

Chair of the meeting was returned to President Trocki.     
B) Paperless Council Packet. President Trocki commented on the volume of paper and the expense for producing the meeting packets. Mr. Keiser noted this initiative has been under review for several years, and many communities nationwide are using the technology, and it is gaining in popularity. The first step is to survey other RI communities for their experiences, and the Clerk has begun that process. The survey results and additional information will be brought back to the Council for the July 1st meeting. Discussion ensued of how much of the agenda will be tablet access and paper access. With the use of tablets, other Town documents and decisions will be available during Council discussions for reference and decision making. Further research is needed to determine costs, and the project will be funded through the Technology Fund ($80,000 balance). Council members are in agreement to proceed. 
A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to move C) Council Agenda items for July 1, 2013 to the last agenda item prior to Executive Session. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
IX.
ORDINANCES AND APPOINTMENTS
A) Ordinances

1) Amendment of the Jamestown Code of Jamestown Code of Ordinances: Chapter 82 Zoning Ordinance Sec. 82-318 HISTORICAL AREA ZONING Sec. 82-318.100 through Sec. 82-318.308 (add new) and amendment of the Jamestown Zoning Map to depict Shoreby Hill Historic Overlay District; if favorable proceed to advertise in the Jamestown Press July 18th, July 25th and August 1st editions (August 5th public hearing) This ordinance amendment has many interested citizens and warrants a separate meeting date. August 19, 2013 was suggested (not other item on the agenda).
A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Thomas Tighe to proceed to advertise for public hearing for amendment of the Jamestown Code of Ordinances Chapter 82 Zoning Ordinance Sec. 82-318.100 through Sec. 82-318.308 Historical Area Zoning on August 19, 2013.  
Discussion. The ordinance can be revised and/or amended as a result of discussion/testimony at the public hearing without further advertising. 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
The public hearing advertisement dates will be adjusted in accordance with the new public hearing date. 
B) Appointments

1) CRMC Representative – One (1) two-year term ending May 31, 2015; if 
favorable reappoint

a) Letter of interest

i) Shawn S. Mayers

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Thomas Tighe to reappoint Shawn S. Mayers as CRMC Representative for the two-year term ending May 31, 2015. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
X.
CONSENT AGENDA
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.
The Middletown Resolution supporting the Municipal Road and Bridge Revolving Fund was referenced. Town Administrator Keiser noted this may be worthwhile to other communities, but since our Town has a good bond rating, it is not as beneficial for Jamestown.  

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Thomas Tighe to accept the Consent Agenda. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:
A) Adoption of Council minutes:
1) May 20, 2013 (regular session)
2) May 20, 2013 (executive session)  
3) 
May 30, 2013 (regular session)

4) 
May 30, 2013 (executive session)
5) 
June 3, 2013 (Financial Town Meeting)

B) Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

1) Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (04/02/2012)

2) Jamestown Board of Canvassers (05/13/2013)

3) Jamestown Planning Commission (04/03/2013)

4) Jamestown Planning Commission (05/01/2013)

5) Jamestown Planning Commission (05/15/2013)

6) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (04/23/2013)
C) CRMC Notices:
1) 
Semi-Monthly Meeting Agenda for May 28, 2013       

2) 
June 2013 Calendar 

3) 
Notice of intention to change management plans, policies, procedures and 
regulations re: Chapter 46-23 to Section 560.1.8 and Section 1150.4.8; 
written comments due July 8, 2013 with public hearing scheduled for July 
23, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

4) 
Notice of intention to change management plans, policies, procedures and 
regulations re: Chapter 46-23 adding New Section 15 – Access to Public 
Records; written comments due July 8, 2013 with public hearing 
scheduled for July 23, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

5) 
Letter of acknowledgement confirming receipt of comment re: CRMC File 
No. 2013-04-107  

6) 
Notice of rescheduled public hearing for CRMC – Maps of Water Use 
Categories from June 3, 2013 to June 25, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  

D) 
Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns

1) Scituate Town Council Resolution Opposing House Bill 6099 to Create 
the Ocean State Regional Water Authority

2) Middletown Town Council Resolution Supporting the Municipal 
Road and Bridge Revolving Fund 

3) Hopkinton Town Council Resolution Opposing Senate Bill 322 Relating to Taxation – Levy and Assessment of Local Taxes 

E)        Abatements/Addenda of Taxes
F)        Finance Director’s Report

XI.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
A) Communications
Communication 4) was reviewed, and Solicitor Ruggiero noted he is working with Town staff and this will appear on a July agenda for a public hearing in August for an ordinance amendment. 

Communication 5) was reviewed. It was noted Dr. Tom Mather is the state’s expert in studying Lyme disease and Lyme disease education and eradication. The ad hoc Lyme Disease Reduction via Deer-Targeted Interventions Committee (Lyme Disease Committee) comprised of representatives from RIDEM and RIDOH, Dr. Mather from URI, a Town Council member, two citizens-at-large, Jamestown Family Practice member, Conservation Commission member, and Town Administrator which previously met was referenced. RIDOH has an excellent portal on their website regarding Lyme disease education and protection. Deer and mice are the hosts for the disease. The Committee found that in order to effectively curtail the disease our deer population (approximately 400) would have to be reduced to 100. This would be achieved by opening up hunting, even using professional hunters. However, those areas where hunting is allowed are already open for hunting. The Land Trust and other private owners of large parcels of land will not agree to allow hunting on their properties. A public workshop with Dr. Mather in attendance would be helpful. We know the problem and the method to impact positively on the deer population, but it is unlikely this is acceptable to the public. Councilor Dickinson is in favor of opening wetlands for hunting and public discussion. Humans are the only predator to deer, and hunting is the most humane solution. Chemical solutions were reviewed, but they use toxic pesticides and are expensive. Educational information at the Farmers Market was suggested. Discussion continued. 

Communication 9) was reviewed for the $1,500 donation from the Jamestown Chamber of Commerce for improvements around the Fort Getty Pavilion. The Chamber would like to know what the money is used for, and this will be discussed at the July 1st meeting. A letter of thanks has been forwarded to the Chamber.

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Thomas Tighe to approve the Communications as listed. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

The Communications accepted are as follows:  
1)
Letter of East Passage Estate Lot Owners Association President James Rugh re: proper signage for public access to Cranston Cove at East Shore Road opposite Carr Lane
2) Letter of Conanicut Marine Services re: Placement of mooring D-1137 
within the Army Corps Mooring Field assigned to Conanicut Marine 
Services

3) 
Letter of RI Department of Revenue Chief Susanne Greschner approving 
Notice of Proposed Property Tax Rate Change for FY 2013-2014

4) 
Letter of FEMA re: Jamestown participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP)

5) 
Letter of Julie Janson re: Lyme disease infestation in Jamestown  
6) 
Letter of Taxpayers Association of Jamestown President Jerry Scott 
commending the Town Council for the budget with no tax increase and 
requesting a member of TAJ serve on the Town Administrator Search 
Committee
7) 
Letter of John Aquino re: Hull Street Right-of-way
8) 
Letter of RIEMA Acting Executive Director Jamia McDonald announcing 
approval of Jamestown’s Hazard Mitigation Plan for the period May 7, 
2013 through May 7, 2016

9) 
Letter of Jamestown Chamber of Commerce with $1,500 donation for 
improvements to the Fort Getty Pavilion

VII. NEW BUSINESS, continued
C)        Council Agenda items for July 1, 2013
1)
Fort Getty Pavilion landscape presentation
2)
FEMA/floodplain revisions

3)
Website report (accept a bid or reject all bids)
4)
Golf Course RFQ report (Councilor Dickinson will sit in on the review by 
Town staff)

5)
Accessory dwelling – work in progress – probably in August

6)
Jamestown Outdoors paddleboard proposal for Mackerel Cove

7)
Recycling RFP

8)
Paperless Council packets

Council members would like to resume using the work session format for the second meeting of the month. Discussion ensued of meeting days and times, and Monday is an agreeable day. Boards and Commissions meeting with the Council at the second monthly meeting will resume in July. 
XII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Town Council may seek to go into Executive Session to discuss the following items:

A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town Administrator) and Subsection (2) Collective Bargaining (union negotiations – IBPO 305, NAGE 68, NAGE 69)
A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Blake Dickinson to enter into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel and Subsection (2) Collective Bargaining. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) and Subsection (2) the following vote was taken by the Jamestown Town Council to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel and collective bargaining:  President Trocki,  Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Tighe, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Absent; Councilor Dickinson, Aye.
The Jamestown Town Council resumed its regular meeting at 10:06 p.m. President Trocki stated that no votes were taken during the Executive Session.

A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Thomas Tighe to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session: President Trocki, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Tighe, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Absent; Councilor Dickinson, Aye.
XIII.  ADJOURNMENT.
A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Thomas Tighe. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

The regular meeting was adjourned at 10:07 p.m.

Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor
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