TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 30, 2013
I. CALL TO ORDER; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Town Council President Trocki called the special meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order at 3:04 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
II. ROLL CALL

Town Council members present:

Kristine S. Trocki, President

Mary E. Meagher, Vice President
Thomas P. Tighe
Eugene B. Mihaly
Blake A. Dickinson
Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator 

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor
Wyatt A. Brochu, Town Solicitor

Lisa Bryer, Town Planner
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk
III. CRMC APPLICATION NO. 2013-04-107 BY ANTONIO PINHEIRO RE:   AQUACULTURE IN JAMESTOWN SHORES  
Town Planner Lisa Bryer noted the Town commented on impacts to the mooring field and Shores (Heads) beach from the proposed oyster farm at the CRMC pre-application meeting. The proposed location was noted on the map – off Head’s Beach near Plat 16 Lot 245 and Lot 237. Coastal wetlands, boat storage, boat and kayak launching, and beach access and activities were noted. Discussion ensued of impacts from an aquaculture operation so close to shore. Concerned Shores area residents in attendance were noted. The public hearing on the proposed oyster farm is mid July, with comments due June 7th. A letter was prepared for submission to David Beutel of CRMC outlining the Town’s comments and opposition to the project. Location, potential impacts, and conformance with CRMC guidelines were reviewed and questioned. Discussion continued.  
A motion was made by Eugene Mihaly with second by Mary Meagher to forward the letter of opposition to CRMC File No. 2013-04-107 by Antonio Pinhiero re: Aquaculture in Jamestown Shores (oyster farm) to CRMC Aquaculture Coordinator David Beutel. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel (Town Administrator) 

A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Eugene Mihaly to enter into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) Personnel. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (1) the following vote was taken by the Jamestown Town Council to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel:  President Trocki,  Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Tighe, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye.

The Jamestown Town Council reconvened its regular meeting at 4:40 p.m. The Jamestown Town Council entered into Executive Session at 3:11 p.m. by unanimous vote and that session has now ended by unanimous vote. President Trocki announced that no votes were taken in Executive Session.

A motion was made by Mary Meagher with second by Eugene Mihaly to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Tighe, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye.
Councilor Thomas Tighe leaves the meeting due to illness. 
A recess was called at 4:41 p.m.  The Council resumes regular session at 4:44 p.m.
Town Solicitor Brochu arrives. Town Solicitor Ruggiero leaves the meeting.  

V. RECREATION STUDY
A) Review and Update with Consultants: Rob Haley and Monica Lamboy of the Edward J. Collins Center for Public Management. Mr. Haley reported interviews began with Recreation Department Director Piva, staff members, Finance Director Collins, and Public Works Director Gray, followed by a tour of Town facilities (to continue next week). They would like to gain a sense of Council expectations including public participation, focus groups/stakeholders, and a survey to solicit ideas. Discussion ensued of a rate for expanded hours. 
Review of Town athletic programs, theater, sailing, adult activities, organizations, teens, seniors, other varied citizen interests, and focus groups ensued to determine what we are doing, what we might do, and what the community can provide. Three to four focus groups is desirable, made up of engaged citizens. The Town website will be used to solicit citizen feedback and invitations will target specific focus groups for participation in group meetings. Observations and interviews will begin three to four weeks prior to focus group meetings (Collins Center to determine division of focus groups).  
Collins Center consultants will begin interviewing Recreation Department staff, groups, and individuals to determine public wants/desires vs. available staff/personnel and budgets. Town Administrator Keiser noted the process is to brainstorm ideas and potential activities and prioritize recreation programs to determine what is needed and what should be expanded. Stakeholder groups (include soccer, baseball, etc. plus broader community activities) will be offered the opportunity to participate, encouraging those not currently engaged to participate. Discussion ensued of contacting and engaging citizens, with key contact people forwarded to the consulting team (emails, phone numbers). Discussion ensued of senior activities and needs, independent attitudes, meal site, volunteers, transportation, and Recreation Department van.  

Make-up of the Jamestown citizen population was reviewed (largely middle class, low poverty rate). Next week Mr. Haley will conduct individual interviews with Council members (approximately 45 minutes needed) and continue Town facility site visits.  Town Administrator Keiser will provide emails and other contact information to Mr. Haley and Ms. Lamboy. Discussion ensued of organized activities, committed individuals, high rate of volunteerism, space needs, and creativity. The Steering Committee tasks were reviewed. 

The draft report will include a comparison to best management practices, community input, concurrent activities, the scope of work to be performed, and a time line. Vice President Meagher provided a Town Facilities spreadsheet. The Rights of Way Report from the May 20, 2013 Council meeting will be provided electronically by Town Administrator Keiser.    
VI. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Blake Dickinson with second by Mary Meagher to adjourn the special meeting. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

The special meeting was adjourned at 5:42 p.m.
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