TOWN COUNCIL INTERVIEW SESSION

April 18, 2013
CALL TO ORDER

A special session of the Jamestown Town Council began at 3:38 p.m. in the Jamestown Police Department Conference Room at 250 Conanicus Avenue, Jamestown (relocated from Jamestown Town Hall).
ROLL CALL
The following members were present:

Kristine S. Trocki, President

Mary E. Meagher, Vice President
Thomas P. Tighe
Eugene B. Mihaly

Blake A. Dickinson

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor

William Piva, Parks and Recreation Director

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

INTERVIEWS

The following consulting firm representatives appeared before the Town Council for an interview for the Parks and Recreation Study:   
The Edward J. Collins Center for Public Management 


John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy and Global Studies

University of Massachusetts Boston

100 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125-3393

Senior Associates:  Rob Haley and Monica Lamboy 
Associates Haley and Lamboy made a presentation and explained their organization, established in 2008. The Edward J. Collins Center is a public entity, part of the University of Massachusetts Boston. A review of the firm’s and associates’ credentials and experience followed and a public sector client list provided. The research techniques, including interviews, evaluation process, recommendation development, and final report were described in depth.   

Questions/Answers/Discussion. Council members commented on the completeness of the proposal and asked if their organization has performed parks and recreation studies for similar island communities. Seaside communities that have engaged their services were referenced. Discussion ensued of best management practices for parks and recreation departments. The consultants outlined their availability to Town Administration and work schedule for the 12-week study. Council members explained the impetus for the parks and recreation study. Recreation assets, resources, and deficiencies were discussed. Proposed start date is May 20th. The consultants were thanked for coming in for the interview.       

4:42 p.m.

Municipal Resources, Inc.
120 Daniel Webster Highway

Meredith, NH 03255

Gwen Kermode and Richard Bates, Principal Consultants; Donald Jutton, President
The consultants previously performed the EMS study for Jamestown. A presentation of their services followed. The members of their organization are operational experts and approach the project with a pragmatic perspective.

Questions/Answers/Discussion. Council members commented on the completeness of the proposal and noted as an island community the citizens seek services within the town. Resource capabilities and needs were reviewed. Council members commented their approach as outlined is very clear. Mr. Bates commented their goal is to produce a document with worthwhile recommendations that can be implemented to benefit the community, including short-term and long-term goals and strategies. As whole-government thinkers all aspects of the municipal community would be reviewed and conclusions developed for the parks and recreation department and how it works in conjunction with the entire community, its facilities, and activities. They try not to be constrained by traditions and look to alternative practices for the entire community, not just the municipal government. Discussion ensued of their credentials and other municipal studies they have performed. Discussion continued. The proposed start date is within two weeks of execution of an agreement. The consultants were thanked for coming in for the interview.  
5:47 p.m.

Discussion and review of the candidates and their proposals is the next step, scheduled for the May 6th meeting. It was determined the review and discussion will take place at the April 24th meeting, with possible awarding of the contract at that time.   
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further interviews, the Council adjourned the special session at 5:52 p.m.
Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council Members (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor

PAGE  
Town Council Interview Session 04.18.2013

Page 2 of 3

