

TOWN COUNCIL

JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND

January 14, 2003

A budget hearing of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library at 7:15 PM by Council President Guy J. Settipane.  The following members were present:

David A. Swain, Vice President

Kenneth J. Littman

Norma B. Willis

Absent:  David J. Long

Also present were:

Maryanne Crawford, CPA, Town Administrator

Arlene D. Kalooski, Town Clerk

Christina D. Collins, Finance Director

Matthew Bolles, Parks and Recreation Director

Steven J. Goslee, Public Works Director

Judith H. Bell, Librarian

Lisa Bryer, Town Planner

James R. Bryer, Fire Chief

Thomas P. Tighe, Police Chief

School Committee members present were:

Catherine L. Kaiser, Chair

Town Council President Settipane invited the Town Administrator to continue her presentation of the Town budget.

Public Welfare

The Town Administrator noted that Public Welfare has been level funded.  Councilor Willis requested information be provided to the Council regarding the duties of the Welfare Director and the types of assistance received by Jamestown residents.

Public Health

The Town Administrator informed the Council that insurance costs are increasing for all Town vehicles by 10%.  Also line item #70600.456 has been increased by $2,500.00 to cover a request from Joseph T. Corrente, Chair of the WWII Memorial.  

Commander Vincent Vessella, representing the Volunteer Ambulance Association, stated that there are additional expenses budgeted for this year relating to the addition on the ambulance building such as increased heating costs and equipment.

Animal Control

The Town Administrator noted that several of the increases in the Animal Control budget are by union contract.  The Animal Control Officer reports to the Police Chief; however, the position is a union position in the Public Works Department.  The Finance Director noted that the difference in the salary for the Animal Control Officer reflects the time that the officer was out of work and collecting under the Family Medical Leave Act.  

The Council discussed the possibility of outsourcing this position.  

Library

The Town Administrator noted that the salaries for the Library are not part of the NAGE union negotiations and therefore, will not change.

The Council discussed the requested increase in Department Head salaries.  The Council requested that the Town Administrator provide a breakdown of the increases showing the percent increase and separating the longevity.  

Parks, Beaches & Recreation

The Town Administrator informed the Council that a portion of the increase in the salary line item was an for an increase in the Litter Corps hours from mid May to after Labor Day and the increased monitoring and cleaning of the restrooms.  The Council was advised that the 50% State funding for the Litter Corps has ended.  Additionally, the Town Administrator noted that a summer clerk is being hired to assist with the Fort Getty reservations.  Matthew Bolles, Parks and Recreation Director informed the Council that the rates at Fort Getty have been raised by $140,000.00

Mr. Bolles also informed the Council that the contractor for wastewater removal at Fort Getty has changed.  The new contractor has recommended additional pumping to increase the life span of the system.  There are 81 seasonal sites at Fort Getty with a rental of $2,550.00 per site.

Additional concerns expressed by the Council include:

· Reduce trash removal by $2,000.00

· Review the possibility of additional landscaping duties to be done by the Recreation Department

· Review increased costs for staffing

Debt Service

The Town Administrator informed the Council that the 22.27% increase in Debt Service was caused by an error in last year’s calculation.  

Miscellaneous

There was a discussion on the incidentals & emergencies; however, there were no suggested changes at this time.

Capital Improvement Fund

The Town Administrator noted that this fund has dropped by 5.16%.

The Council suggested changes to the Capital Improvement Fund as follows:

· Administration



· Open Space




reduce by $40,000.00

· EIS





omit the $15,000.00

· Planning

· Comprehensive Plan



reduce by $2,500.00

· Finance Department

· Computer hardware/software, supplies
reduce by $5,000.00

· Highway

· Dump Truck




reduce by $10,000.00

(transfer to drainage)

· Roads

· Drainage




increase by $10,000.00 

(from Dump Truck)

· Recreation

· Repave six (6) tennis courts


reduce by $5,000.00

Other Capital Improvement Budget issues discussed:

Police

The Town Administrator noted that she is recommending the purchase of one vehicle for the Police Department.  

In support of the requested two vehicles, Police Chief Tighe presented the vehicle mileage is as follows: 

· 36,000 miles; 72,000 miles; 90,000 miles; and 117,000 miles

Additionally, it was reported that each vehicle is used twenty-four hours per day with approximately 35,000 miles per year.

Fire Department

Chief Bryer reported that the present rescue boat is thirteen years old and the Fire Department is considering the purchase of a commercial boat costing approximately $205,000.00.  The Fire Department is requesting $40,000.00 this year towards that purchase.  Chief Bryer stated that the Fire Department would be applying for Champlain Funds to help with the purchase of this vessel.  

Highway

Mr. Goslee reported that he is requesting funds to replace a 1987 pickup truck. 

Roads

The Council expressed their concern regarding the drainage project and discussed efforts being increased.

Engineering

It was the consensus of the Council to increase the line item #70420.100 by $2,000.00, returning to the original request of $42,000.00.  The $2,000.00 could be used to assess the Fort Wetherill Town building for needed repairs.

Patrick Bolger, Fore Royal Court, suggested that the repairs to the Fort Wetherill building should be funded as part of the bonding issue for the new Highway Facility.   

There being no further discussion, the budget session ended at 9:06 PM.  

Attest:

Arlene D. Kalooski

Town Clerk

C:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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