JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL
WORK SESSION

September 15, 2005

A work session was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library at 7:15 PM by Council President David J. Long.  The following members were present: 

Julio J. DiGiando, Vice President

William A. Kelly

Barbara A. Szepatowski

absent:  Michael Schnack

also present:

Thomas P. Tighe, Interim Town Administrator

Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk

also present to make presentations to the Council were the following individuals:

Lori Gibson, Wildlife Biology, RIDEM, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

Helen Drew, RI Department of Health

Dr. Thomas Mather, Professor of Entomology, University of Rhode Island
Lori Gibson
Ms. Gibson presented an overview on the status and management of the deer population on Jamestown.  Some of the information highlighted by Ms. Gibson was as follows:

· Estimated deer population in Jamestown and projected effects with a 0.30 rate of removal

· Negative effects of the overabundance of deer
· damage to ornamentals

· loss of forest regeneration

· loss of plant & songbird diversity

· auto strikes

· abundance of ticks

· disease transmission

· poor nutrition

· Deer management options

· regulated hunting




· controlled hunts

· antlerless incentives

· access to open space

· hunter for the hungry program

· deer damage permits

· advise homeowners on fencing and repellents

· publicize list of less-preferred plants

· increase awareness of tick control

Ms. Gibson also discussed the reasons for regulated hunting as well as the misconceptions about archery hunting.  

Ms. Gibson mentioned that a homeowner could allow hunters or an individual hunter on their property as long as the State laws and guidelines were followed.  This would open up areas not usually accessible to hunters and assist with the management of the deer population.  

Ms. Gibson strongly recommended that the Council approve of a regulated hunt to control the overpopulation of deer in Jamestown.

Helen Drew

Ms. Drew discussed ways and methods to prevent the spread of Lyme disease.  Additionally, Ms. Drew reviewed symptoms and treatment for Lyme disease.  Ms. Drew offered written information and pamphlets regarding Lyme disease and suggested that any individual may find this and additional information on the following website:  www.health.ri.gov/disease.
Dr. Thomas Mather

Dr. Mather presented many recommendations on the prevention of tick born diseases.  Dr. Mather suggested treating clothing with a repellent containing permethrin, which can be purchased through several outdoor recreational stores.  Also discussed was the proper time and manner in which to treat property with insecticides and proper landscaping design in order to cut down on the infestation of ticks.  Dr. Mather informed the Council that there is continued investigation for opportunities and strategies to be developed for preventing Lyme disease and other diseases transmitted by ticks.  
Council members asked questions relating to the specific methods of managing the deer herd in Jamestown, thereby, reducing the property damage and the threat of Lyme disease.  Allowing sharpshooters to have access to town-owned property and with the permission of the owner to private property, allowing night hunting, as well as the State allowing hunters to take an added number of deer was considered as potential ways of controlling the deer population.   
Following a round of questions from the audience to the invited guests, the work session concluded at 9:15 PM.
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