TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

August 22, 2005

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road at 6:30 PM by Council President David J. Long.  The following members were present: 

Julio J. DiGiando, Vice President

William A. Kelly

Barbara A. Szepatowski

Michael Schnack arrived at 6:32 PM

also present were:

Thomas P. Tighe, Interim Town Administrator

Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk

J. William W. Harsch, Town Solicitor

A. Lauriston Parks, Town Solicitor

Christina D. Collins, Finance Director

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Council President Long announced that the Council would enter into executive session at 6:30 PM as posted on the Council agenda.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

6:30 p.m.

It was moved by Council President Long , seconded by Councilor DiGiando to enter into executive session, pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) to discuss potential litigation.  It was voted Councilor DiGiando, aye; Councilor Kelly, aye; Councilor Szepatowski, aye; Council President Long, aye. (Councilor Schnack arrived at 6:32 p.m.)

1)
Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) Potential Litigation 

The Council returned to the regular Council meeting at 7:08 p.m.  It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Kelly to seal the executive session minutes from the public.  It was voted Councilor DiGiando, aye; Councilor Kelly, aye; Councilor Schnack, aye; Councilor Szepatowski, aye; Council President Long, aye.

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Schnack that the issue discussed in executive session is to be put on the agenda for the September 12, 2005 Town Council meeting. So unanimously voted.
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was moved by Councilor Schnack, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)  08/15/2005 regular meeting 

2) Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Jamestown Housing Authority (07/13/2005)

b) Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (06/24/2005)

c) Harbor Management Committee (07/13/2005)

4)
DEM Notices:

a)
Public Hearing: FY 2006 Project Priority List & FY 2006 Intended Use Plan

5) Notice re: NAACP annual celebration on August 28, 2005

6) Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

1)
Held at 6:30 p.m. as posted; pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) Potential Litigation 
Previously addressed.
COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

The Town Administrator requested that the agenda item under new business relating to exhibition/event license be moved up on the agenda.

New Business

3)
Exhibition/Event License with Vendors Application; if favorable amend highlighted areas

The Town Administrator informed the Council that many of the events being held in Jamestown are creating a burden on the individual department budgets because, in many instances, the event may require additional Police details, traffic accommodations and the use of recreation staff or facilities.  The Town Administrator asked that the Council consider the cost to the town when issuing licenses.
Matt Bolles, Recreation Director, informed the Council that Town scheduled events are budgeted for; however, there are more and more unscheduled events that require staff, cost of utilities and other costs that are unfunded.  Mr. Bolles also noted that the recreation department is billed by the school department for custodial services when any recreational program is held there.
The Town Administrator stated that other communities charge user fees to help cover the added costs of these functions.

The Council discussed several annual events such as the Penguin Plunge (arrangements were made several years ago that 50% of the costs are paid by the organizers of the Penguin Plunge), Rotary Bicycle Race, Fireworks display, and Fools Rules Regatta.  The Town Administrator noted that some of these events have grown so much that they are requiring a growing number of Town services to cover them.  In addition, it was noted some events that required two hours of services are now requiring six or seven hours of Town services.  Mr. Bolles noted that in some instances the Community Center is used for eleven or twelve hours.  Public Works Director Steven Goslee also indicated the strain on his department to provide services and suggested the possibility of renting equipment to an event holder in order to help defray the costs to the community.
It was noted by Council members that in some instances the event holders such as the Yacht Club and the Rotary Club give money earned back to community charity organizations.
It was the consensus of the Council to instruct the Town Administrator to forward a schedule of rates to the Council from the specific departments affected by the exhibitions and events held in the Town and to put this on the September 12, 2005 Council agenda for consideration.

1) Town Administrator report (verbal)

The Town Administrator reviewed several items on the agenda for Council consideration.
Workshop to discuss control of deer population

The Town Administrator informed the Council that Helen Drew, Department of Health would like to attend the workshop to discuss how the public can protect themselves from deer ticks.
It was the consensus of the Council to invite Ms. Drew to the work shop.

2) Memorandum from the Town Clerk re:  change in Town Council agenda deadline

The Town Administrator noted that the memorandum from the Town Clerk regarding the change in the deadline for the Town Council agenda is being requested in order to give the Council additional time to review the packets and to give the Town Clerk’s office ample time to prepare the packets and post the agenda.

There was Council discussion on how the change in agenda deadline would affect the posting of the agenda and the distribution of Council packets.  The Town Clerk informed the Council that the proposed agenda deadline of the Tuesday before a Council meeting, as stated by the Town Administrator, would enable the packets to be delivered to the police station by Thursday morning, giving the Council and additional day to review the packet.  

It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Schnack to approve the proposed change to the Council agenda deadline to the Tuesday before the Council meeting, which would make the packets available on Thursday mornings.  So unanimously voted.
PUBLIC HEARING

None
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Resolution 05-002R as amended re: Emergency Medical Services Billings contract awarded to Comstar, Inc.; if favorable vote to adopt

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Kelly to adopt Resolution 05-02R As Amended regarding the award of contract for emergency medical services billing to Comstar, Inc.  So unanimously voted.
COMMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Petition regarding deer from north end residents

It was moved by Councilor Schnack, seconded by Councilor Kelly to accept the petition from the north end residents relating their concerns of the overpopulation of deer.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association re: Beavertail Lighthouse Tenant Lease

It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Council President Long to accept the letter from the President of the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association.  So unanimously voted.

It was the consensus of the Council that the lease and application for potential new tenant at the Beavertail Lighthouse be placed on the September 12, 2005 Council agenda under new business.
Councilor DiGiando requested that when the Council is considering residency requirements, they include affordable housing as part of any discussion.

3)
Letter from David B. Sullivan, State Representative, 6th Bristol District, Massachusetts re: Weaver’s Cove LNG facility

It was moved by Council President Long, seconded Councilor Kelly to accept the letter from David B. Sullivan, State Representative from Bristol, Massachusetts.  So unanimously voted.
4)
Invitation from Aquidneck Island Planning Commission to release findings of independent studies on LNG tanker impacts

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Council President Long to accept the invitation from Aquidneck Island Planning Commission.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None
OPEN FORUM

1)
Scheduled request to address 

a)
Representative Bruce Long re: Legislative update

Not present.
b)
Ellen Winsor, East Shore Road 

Ms. Winsor encouraged the Council to allow the use of laptops, movies, slides and other types of technological media when hearing presentations.
Council President Long announced that pursuant to a ruling by the Attorney General, the Jamestown Town Council will not be responding to statements made by the public at open forum.    Councilor Long explained that the Attorney General’s advisory states that any discussion or debate by the Council must be properly posted or may be in violation of the Open Meetings Act.  This information was confirmed by the Town Solicitor and will be posted and available for the public.
2)
Non-scheduled request to address

Kenneth Littman, former Town Council President, Ocean Avenue, stated that there have been two resolutions in opposition to LNG sitings at Weaver’s Cove and the Key Span facility in Providence by previous Council members and strongly encouraged this Council to make a financial commitment to what would have a negative impact on this community.
Susan Little, North Main Road, requested that the Council discuss creating a neighborhood committee that would be part of the planning process for the new highway facility.
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Proposed Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities in Providence, RI and Fall River, MA

a)
Attorney General’s request for $25,000.00 from Jamestown to be used for legal fees for opposition of sites

b)
Amicus Brief as presented by the RI Attorney General Patrick Lynch

The Town Solicitor stated that the Attorney General is in the process of filing a brief, which as yet has not been written.  Mr. Harsch further stated that it is his understanding that the Attorney General is requesting that the Town of Jamestown join in as a signatory; however, the Council should know that this may, in the future, draw a request for $25,000.00.  Mr. Harsch noted that it is important to remember the new guidelines enacted by the Town Council regarding the bidding policy when considering expending an amount such as this.  Because this in no way follows those guidelines, any funding would be in the nature of a donation.  In addition, the Council must know that they will have no power as to how these funds would be used.  
The Council discussed the proposed Amicus Brief and the information submitted by the Town Solicitor.  The Council addressed the following concerns:
· A drop in the number of communities involved
· Amicus Brief has not been prepared
· Possible financial implications
· Ramifications for not having the finances to provide the amount of security needed for LNG tankers to pass by Jamestown

It was the consensus of the Council that a positive message be sent from the Town of Jamestown.  There was general discussion on the possibility of adopting another resolution in opposition to the expansion and siting of LNG facilities.  

It was moved by Councilor Schnack, seconded by Councilor Kelly to instruct the Town Solicitor to inform Mr. Roberti, Assistant Attorney General, that the Council agrees in principal with the opposition to the LNG siting, but would like to see a draft of the proposed Amicus Brief and to have it reviewed by the Town Solicitor prior to any final decisions being made.  So unanimously voted.
It was the consensus of the Council to keep the proposed Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities on the Council agenda under unfinished business.  It was the consensus of the Council to put the appointment of a Council Liaison to attend the meetings regarding the LNG facilities.
NEW BUSINESS

1)
Jamestown Police Department appointments:

a)
Probationary Police Officer Mark E. Esposito to Permanent Police Officer

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Kelly to appoint Mark E. Esposito as a Permanent Police Officer on the Jamestown Police Force.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter from James Filkins, JEMS Administrator, re: request for amendment to Section 70-81 of the Jamestown Code of Ordinance; parking in lot 173 adjacent to the Ambulance Barn

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Kelly to refer the letter from James Filkins, JEMS Administrator to the newly appointed Traffic Commission.  So unanimously voted.
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Schnack to forward a copy of the letter from James Filkins, JEMS Administrator, to the Town Planner.  So unanimously voted.
3)
Exhibition/Event License with Vendors Application; if favorable amend highlighted areas

Previously addressed.
4)
Request for a proclamation re: outstanding work of Island Rubbish re: recycling for the Town of Jamestown (per Councilor Kelly)
Councilor Kelly noted that the Town of Jamestown is in receipt of a grant in the amount of $11,145.00 from the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation.  This grant was made possible in part by the excellent work of Island Rubbish in their capacity as the islands recycling vendor and as such is deserving of recognition by the Town Council.

It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to forward a Proclamation to Island Rubbish regarding their efforts in recycling.  So unanimously voted.
5)
Update on Narragansett Electric Company and power needs of the island (per Councilor President Long)
Council President Long gave a comprehensive review on prior events involving the loss of power to Jamestown and to efforts on the part of Narragansett Electric Company to put an additional power line from North Kingstown to Jamestown.  President Long noted that those efforts failed and therefore, Jamestown lost out on a unique opportunity to be one of the only communities that would have such a safety-net against the loss of power.
The Town Clerk informed the Council that she was in receipt of a communication from Michael Ryan, Executive Vice President of Narragansett Electric.  Council President Long stated he had requested that Mr. Ryan forward this information to the Council for their review.  President Long asked that this communication be put on the Council agenda for September 12, 2005.
Councilor Kelly inquired if these negotiations with Narragansett Electric could be revisited and suggested that the Council President investigate that possibility.
6)
Request from Ellen Winsor, North End Concerned Citizens re: request to give presentation regarding the former landfill site

Following a discussion by the Council indicating that this was not the appropriate time to hear a presentation regarding the former landfill site as RIDEM is presently reviewing plans submitted for the Town and because of concerns relating to a proposed law suit against the Town by members of the North End Concerned Citizens group, it was the consensus of the Council to deny the request for presentation.

Council President Long informed Ms. Winsor that this decision does not prohibit anyone from forwarding communications to the Council.

7)
Motion to change Town Council liaisons on the School Committee and the Town Buildings and Facilities Committee (per Councilor Kelly)
As Councilor Kelly requested, the following votes were taken:

It was moved by Council President Long, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to appoint Councilor Kelly as Council Liaison to the Town Buildings and Facility Committee.  So unanimously voted.
It was moved by Council President Long, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to appoint Councilor Schnack as Council Liaison to the Jamestown School Committee.  So unanimously voted.

                    Committee Name



Council Liaison
Town Buildings and Facility Committee


Councilor William A. Kelly

Jamestown School Committee



Councilor Michael Schnack

8)
Motion to set a date for a joint work session between the Town Council and School Committee (per Councilor Kelly)
It was the consensus of the Council to instruct the Town Clerk to coordinate a work session between the School Committee and the Council.
9)
Board of Water and Sewer Commission: proposed amendment to the Rules & Regulations of the Board of Water and Sewer Commission; if favorable order advertising for hearing

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Schnack to instruct the Town Clerk to proceed with the proper advertising for a hearing on the proposed amendment to the Rules and Regulations of the Board of Water and Sewer Commission.  So unanimously voted.
There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Schnack to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:45 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation










Town Council Meeting 08/22/2005

8 of 9

