TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

March 28, 2005
A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road at 7:05 PM by Council President Kenneth G. Littman.  The following members were present: 

Julio J. DiGiando

Claire W. Ferguson
Guy J. Settipane
absent:             David J. Long, Vice President 
also present were:

Mark W. Haddad, Town Administrator

Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk

Carolyn A. Mannis, Town Solicitor

Thomas P. Tighe, Police Chief

AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None

COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.
None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was requested that items #3 (a), (c) (ii), 5 (b), (c), (d) and 6 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Settipane that the Consent Agenda be approved as amended.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a) 01/10/2005 Executive session

b) 02/14/2005 Executive session

c) 02/28/2005 Executive session

d) 03/14/2005 Regular meeting 

e) 03/14/2005 Phase I Executive session

f) 03/14/2005 Phase II Executive session

g) 03/15/2005 Budget meeting

h) 03/22/2005 Budget meeting

2) Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)


b) Beavertail State Park Advisory Committee (10/13/2004)
c) Harbor Management Committee

i) 11/17/2004 Draft of Budget Committee meeting

ii) 02/08/2005 Regular meeting
d) Zoning Board of Review (02/22/2005)

4)
CRMC Notices:

a)
Calendar – March 2005 (Amended)

5)
Letters, Proclamations & Resolutions from Rhode Island cities and towns:

a)
Town of Richmond re: health care and health insurance costs
b)


c)

d)



6)
 
**********************************
6)
House Resolution in recognition of Representative Bruce J. Long

Council President Littman read House Resolution 05-R056 honoring Representative Bruce J. Long for being the “Dean of the House”.  The Council extended their congratulations to Representative Long and thanked him for his service to the State and the Town of Jamestown.
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to accept House Resolution 05-R056.  So unanimously voted.

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Affordable Housing Committee (01/10/2005)

Councilor Settipane requested that the Town Administrator provide additional information relating to the $18,000.00 that the Town received as a grant from the Rhode Island Foundation for Phase II of the Affordable Housing Plan.  Councilor Settipane inquired if these funds were already included in the budget for affordable housing.  The Town Administrator stated that he would provide this information.
c)
Harbor Management Committee

ii) 01/05/2005 Draft of Facilities Committee meeting

Councilor DiGiando stated that the draft minutes of the Facilities Committee have not been seen or approved by the complete Harbor Management Commission.  It was the consensus of the Council that draft minutes should be held by the Clerk and submitted to the Council upon their approval. 
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the Affordable Housing Committee minutes and to instruct the Clerk to return the draft minutes of the Facilities Committee meeting to the Harbor Commission for approval and submission to the Council.  So unanimously voted.

5)
Letters, Proclamations & Resolutions from Rhode Island cities and towns:

b)
Town of New Shoreham re: KeySpan LNG and Fields Point LNG terminals

Council President Littman mentioned that he and Councilor DiGiando recently attended an informational meeting given by the Attorney General regarding the serious implications created by the potential LNG facilities at Fields Point and Weavers Cove and how those facilities would impact not only Jamestown but all communities along the shoreline towards Providence and Fall River.  President Littman indicated that several communities are considering the retaining of a law firm to counter the LNG proposals.  
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the resolution adopted by the New Shoreham Town Council.  So unanimously voted.
c)
Letter from the Mayor of Cranston re: Taxpayers Relief Act of 2005; H6095

i)
Taxpayers Relief Act of 2005: H6095

Councilor Settipane gave an overview of the Taxpayers Relief Act of 2005 and suggested that the Council consider requesting an informational presentation.  Councilor DiGiando requested that prior to any presentation, the legislation be forwarded to the School Committee for their comments.  
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to accept the Taxpayers Relief Act of 2005 and to forward the letter from Mayor Laffey and the legislation to the School Committee for review and comments and continue it on the agenda for April 11, 2005 for discussion and the possibility of a presentation.  So unanimously voted.

d)
Letter from the Barrington Town Council re: pension benefit contributions

Council President Littman noted that there are several pension benefit reform proposals being considered throughout the State and suggested that the Council continue monitor those proposals.  
It was moved by Council President Littman, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to accept the letter from the Barrington Town Council.  So unanimously voted.
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

None
COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1)
Town Administrator report - the following action items are referenced in the Town Administrator’s report:

1.  (a)   Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority re:  perimeter fence

It was the consensus of the Council to request that the Town Administrator provide additional information relating to any rights-of-way to the water as well as any lease or other documentation between the Town and the Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority.

                             (b) RIDEM Bridge Demolition project re:  six-day work week
Councilor Settipane discussed his concern regarding week-end traffic in the summer months and requested that the Town Administrator look into possible problems relating to Saturday beach traffic.

     (c)
Conservation Easement on donated properties; namely Plat 5 Lots 60 and 61, Plat 16 Lot 329; if favorable



(i)   Donation of properties to Conanicut Land Trust Corporation


(ii)  Request for conservation easements to be placed on properties   

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Settipane to authorize the Town Administrator to enter into agreement with the Conanicut Land Trust Corporation giving the properties described as Plat 5 Lot 60, Plat 5 Lot 61 and Plat 16, Lot 329 to the Conanicut Land Trust Corporation and obtain conservation easements from the Land Trust which will run to the Town.  So unanimously voted.
2. 
House Bill 2005–H5030, an Act Relating to Health & Safety – Division of Fire Safety
The Town Administrator informed the Council that the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns was reluctant to support House Bill 5030 without a 100% hold harmless clause from provisions of the disability law under RIGL 45-19.   
The Council discussed the possibility of supporting the legislation with the expectation that it would need some modification relating to a hold harmless clause.  
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to support House Bill 5030 with regards to volunteer firefighters and the conditions as stated in the Bill and to instruct the Town Clerk to forward a resolution to all Rhode Island cities and towns and the General Assembly.  So unanimously voted.
3. Proposed Noise Ordinance; if favorable, schedule hearing date

The Town Administrator informed the Council that the proposed noise ordinance, which has been drafted by Town Solicitor Carolyn Mannis, is ready to be scheduled for public hearing.  Additionally, Mr. Haddad stated that the decibel levels in the proposed ordinance are based upon the average of the readings that were taken by the Jamestown Police Department.
The Town Solicitor noted that there have been problems with other ordinances because the decibel levels were so low that the noise of normal passing traffic would be outlawed.   

It was the consensus of the Council to advertise the proposed noise ordinance for public hearing on May 9, 2005.

LNG Facilities
Councilor DiGiando stated that following the informational meeting regarding the proposed LNG facilities, the Attorney General suggested that the Captain of the Port of Providence should be notified regarding the safety concerns of the Town of Jamestown.  
It was the consensus of the Council to instruct the Town Administrator to draft a letter to the Coast Guard expressing the Council’s concerns relating to safety issues and to put the draft letter on the April 11, 2005 Council agenda.
PUBLIC HEARING

1) Proposed amendment to Section 22 of the Code of Ordinance re: Tree Preservation and Protection 
The Town Administrator informed the Council that there has been some discussion with the Tree Warden regarding a problem with the proposed amendment and requested that the Council cancel the hearing until the committee can work out the details and submit a new proposed amendment.
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Settipane to cancel the public hearing for the proposed amendment to Section 22 of the Code of Ordinance regarding the Tree Preservation and Protection Ordinance.  So unanimously voted.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Resolution No. 05-002R re: Emergency Medical Services 
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Settipane to approve Resolution No. 05-002R awarding the contract for emergency medical services billing to Comstar, Inc. for a fee based on 6.5% of the total collected.  So unanimously voted.
There being no objection, Councilor Settipane requested that the following items be moved up on the agenda.
New Business

3)
Property Tax Exemptions

a)
Proposed amendment to include provisions for the deaf (per Councilor Settipane)

Councilor Settipane read a letter from Gemma Guinuing regarding a request for the Council to consider instituting the same tax exemption for a member of the hearing impaired community as there is for the blind.  
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to instruct the Town Administrator to review exemptions from other communities regarding the hearing impaired and to continue the matter to the April 11, 2005 meeting for further review.  So unanimously voted. 
Communications

3)
Letter from Colleen Smyth re: Richardson Landscaping



a)
Building Official’s letter of response
The Town Administrator noted that as indicated in the response letter from the Zoning Official, Mr. Richardson is presently in compliance; however, Mr. Brown would continue the monitor the situation.   Additionally, Mr. Haddad stated that the Zoning Board of Review is the proper body to hear an appeal of this nature.
Councilor DiGiando requested that Ms. Smyth be informed of the process for an appeal.

It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the communication from Colleen Smyth.  So unanimously voted.

COMMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Letter from Josh Smith re: tax bill
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the letter from Josh Smith and refer it to the Town Administrator for his review.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter from William Murphy re: EMS license



a)
Town Administrator letter of response

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the letter from William Murphy.  So unanimously voted.

3)
Letter from Colleen Smyth re: Richardson Landscaping




a)
Building Official’s letter of response

Previously discussed.

4)
International Brotherhood of Police Officers Local 305 re: grievance of 

Officer Jason Hopkins

a) Town Administrator letter of response

It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the grievance of Officer Jason Hopkins.  So unanimously voted.
5)
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management re:  Project Priority List Request for Projects State Fiscal Year 2006

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Project Priority List Request for Project FY 2006.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

1) All approvals for licenses and permiì¥Á
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rry green (across from the Bay View Condominiums) during the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 30, 2005 from 10 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Settipane to approve the One-Day Peddler license from the Friends of the Jamestown Fire Department and Ambulance Association to sell memberships from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at East Ferry.  So unanimously voted.
b) Quononoquott Garden Club to sell plants, planters and birdhouses at East Ferry (left of Veteran’s Square) on Saturday, May 14, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to noon
It was moved by Council President Littman, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to approve the One-Day Peddler License for the Quononoquott Garden Club to sell plants, planters and birdhouses at East Ferry from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.  So unanimously voted.
OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

a) Rep. Bruce Long re: Legislative Update

Representative Long presented an update on pending legislation.
2) Non-scheduled request to address

Daniel Capuano, East Shore Road, suggested the Representative Long and the Town Council contact the Rhode Island Bridge and Turnpike Authority to assist with funding legal opposition to the LNG facilities. 
Sav Rebecchi, Sail Street, requested information regarding the Ten-Year Capital Budget.

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1)
Affordable Housing Committee 

a)
Resignation letter from William Murphy 
It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to accept the letter of resignation from William Murphy.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Personnel Board

a)
Resignation letter from Michael Schnack 

It was moved by Councilor Settipane, seconded by Councilor DiGiando to accept the letter of resignation from Michael Schnack.  So unanimously voted.
3)
Tree Preservation and Protection Committee 

a)
Memorandum from Town Clerk

b)
Letter of resignation from Caroline Armington

c)
One (1) vacancy exists on the Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (effective May 1, 2005), term ending 12/31/2006; interviews complete.  If favorable appoint:




i)
Letters of reappointment – none




ii)
Letters of interest:

· Judith DiBello
· Joseph P. Tamburini

It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded by Councilor Ferguson to appoint Judith DiBello to the Tree Preservation and Protection Committee, effective May 1, 2005.  So unanimously voted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Conservation Easement on donated properties (cont. from 03/14/2005)



a)
Request for addition information

Previously discussed.
2)
Proposed resolution in support of Open Meetings Law for the General Assembly Rules (cont. from 03/14/2005)



a)
Proposed resolution (per Councilor Settipane)
The Council continued their discussion on the possibility of forwarding a communication to the General Assembly in support of all State agencies following the Open Meetings Law.  There being no consensus, this item was continued to the next Council meeting on April 11, 2005 for consideration of another approach.


b)
Memorandum to School Committee (per Councilor Settipane)
Previously discussed.
3) House Bill 2005-H5030 An Act Relating to Health & Safety – Division of Fire Safety (cont. from 03/14/2005)

Previously discussed.
NEW BUSINESS


1)
Noise Ordinance
Previously discussed.
2)
Request for bid award for ambulance billing to Comstar, Inc. at 6.5% of total fees collected
Previously discussed.
3)
Property Tax Exemptions

a)
Proposed amendment to include provisions for the deaf (per Councilor Settipane)

Previously discussed.
There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor Ferguson, seconded by Council President Littman to adjourn at 8:50 PM.  So unanimously voted.
Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c: 
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation












Town Council Meeting 03/28/2005
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