TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION

Melrose School

76 Melrose Avenue

Thursday 15, 2004

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Melrose School, 76 Melrose Avenue at 7:05 PM by Council President Kenneth Littman.  The following members were present:

David J. Long, Vice President

Julio DiGiando

Guy Settipane

Also present were:

Thomas Tighe, Interim Town Administrator

Kimberly A. Turcone, Deputy Town Clerk 

Steven Goslee, Director of Public Works

John Hannigan, Vollmer Associates

Absent:
Claire Ferguson

The work session regarding the Public Works facility at Taylor Point, presented by Vollmer Associates was open by Council President Littman.  John Hannigan, representing Vollmer Associates, presented the Council with a brief presentation that included several different alternate layout schemes.  

· Alternate no. 4 included two buildings, one with a heated bay and one without, shared entrance with the Sewage Treatment Plant.  

· Alternate no. 5 contained one building in the middle of the parcel with a separate entrance into the facility.  

· Alternate no. 5a was the same as no. 5 but did not have a retaining wall.  

· Alternate no. 6 contained two separate entrances, two buildings sited toward the wetlands.

The Council then discussed the difference between metal verses masonry buildings.  Mr. Hannigan estimated the cost of a masonry building to range from 2.2 to 3.1 million dollars, but requested that the Council select a site plan before selecting the façade of the building.  Mr. Hannigan also stated that a retaining wall would cost a lot of money, approximately $350,000 and that the Council may want to select a dirt slope with rock and rip rap, similar to the one at the Sewage Treatment Plant.  A masonry building would have a longer life span than a metal building.

Most Council members liked the layout of Alternate no. 5a.   Mr. Hannigan stated that no. 5a is similar to the preferred 3.8 million dollar building scheme. Councilor Settipane stated that the concerns of the Neighborhood Advisory Committee were the view and disturbance to the surrounding area.  Mr. Hannigan stated that the Public Works Facility would not standout any more than the Sewage Treatment Plant does now, give or take five to six feet.

Councilor DiGiando had questions regarding Alternate no. 4 regarding the flow of internal plumbing and if the facility would need a forced main.  Mr. Hannigan stated that the site needed some pumping because the land is not level and that the cost of pumping is not reflected in the cost estimate of the schematic.

Councilor Settipane asked if the metal building could be shingled and/or look similar to the Sewage Treatment Plant.  Mr. Hannigan stated that a metal building could have many facades so that it doesn’t have to look like the style of a Quonset hut.  

Councilor Settipane asked approximately how much would the cost increase by dressing a metal building up.  Mr. Hannigan approximated the cost to be an additional $100,000.

Councilor Long stated that because the building would be located close to saltwater, a metal building may take a lot of stress and need to be maintained on a regular basis.  Mr. Hannigan agreed but could not give a cost estimate because of the conditions of the area, that being wind, salt, cold and heat.  He added that windows in a metal building are less costly than in a masonry building because of the intense labor needed to install windows in a masonry building.  Councilor Long asked Steve Goslee, Director of Public Works, which scheme he preferred.  Mr. Goslee stated that he thought Alternate no. 5a was the best of all schemes but the building still faced north and in the winter, the building with the garage doors open would lose a lot of heat.  He also stated that a retaining wall would help.

After some questions regarding the new fire safety codes, the Council requested that the Interim Town Administrator and Director of Public Works look into the changes and report back to the Council as to how the new code would affect the project.

Councilor Settipane and Councilor Long asked Mr. Hannigan if the building could be split, half masonry and half metal.  Mr. Hannigan stated that there could be some savings in doing it that way.  He reminded the Council that the cost estimates match today’s prices, a year from now they could rise or fall according to the economy at the time.  

Pat Bolger, Conservation Commission, stated that Alternate no. 4 looked like it would have the least amount of impact on the woodland.  He stated that the height of the building could be a problem for residents on East Shore Road.  Mr. Hannigan stated that the height of the building was approximately 32-35 feet high.  

Jerry Barrett stated that building maintenance will be a problem in the Taylor point area.  A masonry building would require a lot of maintenance with the freeze and thaw of winter.  He stated that metal buildings can last longer.  He also stated that he preferred Alternate no. 5a.

Dennis Webster stated he preferred Alternate no. 5 and 5a and asked if there would be a retaining wall.  Mr. Hannigan stated that the foundation of the building would act as a retaining wall.

Mary Webster asked how many trees would be removed from the site.  Mr. Hannigan could not give an exact number.

Andrew Yates, Neighborhood Advisory Committee, asked where the salt/sand dome would be located.  Mr. Hannigan stated that storage material would be stored along the edges of the building site and would have enough space to accommodate front loaders and other heavy equipment.  Mr. Yates asked about drainage.  Mr. Hannigan stated that he is discussing the issue with various state agencies and that he does not anticipate need for a pump out station.  Councilor DiGiando stated the cost doesn’t include a pump out station.  

Arek Galle, Town Buildings and Facilities Committee, asked for a grade plan for each schematic.  Mr. Hannigan stated that he has submitted the plans to the Council.  He also stated that the plans were only graphical and that the schemes are only in the conceptual phase and not an exact design.

Valerie Molloy asked if a metal building would be appropriate in a hurricane.  Mr. Hannigan stated that the design would be built accordingly, as all buildings are built in New England to withstand hurricane conditions.

Councilor Settipane thanked Mr. Hannigan for working with the Council to adjust the cost of the proposed facility.

Council President Littman stated that the next step the Council needed to take would to take action at the next Council meeting on July 26th so that that the issue can go on the November ballot. 

With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest:

Kimberly A. Turcone 

Deputy Town Clerk

C:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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