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A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:08 PM at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road by Council President Littman.  The following Council members were present:

David Long, Vice President

Julio DiGiando

Guy Settipane

Absent:
Claire Ferguson

Also Present:


Maryanne Crawford, Town Administrator

Carolyn Mannis, Town Solicitor

Thomas Tighe, Police Chief

Kimberly A. Turcone, Deputy Town Clerk

Council President Littman reviewed the last work session held on April 8, 2004.  He pointed out three issues that the Council concentrated on, that being:

· Assessment of noise levels and decibels

· A question regarding the duration a sound should be measured as a nuisance

· What are the regular noise decibels in the downtown area?

Carolyn Mannis, the Town Solicitor, pointed out many inconsistencies in the current town Noise Ordinance, most she stated were against the first amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  She stated that she would recommend narrowing the ordinance and to set up a duration of time that a noise decibel become a nuisance.

Councilor Settipane asked if the Town Solicitor could redraft the document.  The Town Solicitor stated she could.  Councilor DiGiando pointed out that by the data the Jamestown Police Department has submitted for the meeting, every commercial operator is an offender, which seems illogical.

The Council and Town Solicitor discussed the pros and cons of having a Noise Ordinance.  The Town Solicitor stated that there are private nuisance laws for abutters, which become civil disputes between neighbors.  A noise Ordinance is not a quick fix for an annoying noise, but actually a slippery slope, added the Town Solicitor.  

Councilor DiGiando stated that he was not in support of the proposed ordinance if it’s not enforceable.  He also mentioned that Mr. Daniel Alexander, owner of the Narragansett Café has tried to work with his neighbors to alleviate the noise issues.  

Council President Littman added that the Council is going through the issue as a precaution and that it’s already in the Town Charter.  He stated that the Town does not want to create an ordinance that is more of a problem than the Town already has.  He stated that he thought it was the consensus of the Council that a draft ordinance should be brought before the Council for an official vote.  He asked the Town Solicitor if the ordinance can be enforceable.

The Town Solicitor stated that it creates a lot of criminal issues.  

Councilor Long requested that the Town Solicitor draft a new ordinance for the Council to review.   Councilor Settipane requested that the work session be continued until September so the Police Department has time to collect decibel levels throughout the summer months.  

Councilor DiGiando questioned how much it would cost the Town for the Town Solicitor to draft a new ordinance.  It was the consensus of the Council for the Town Solicitor to draft a new Noise Ordinance and review the proposal in mid-September.  

Council President Littman asked for brief comments from the public.  

Michael Swistak, President of the Jamestown Chamber of Commerce, asked two questions:

1) Asked the Police Department if they would note any complaints on their decibel reading form

2) If there is going to be a decibel limit, if the Council could start at a higher number, that way it would be easier to lower the decibel number than to raise it.

Steve Mecca, Green Lane, had several issues:

1) Mr. Brooks report was based on current EPA and the National Organizational to Protect Against Annoyances and hoped the Council kept the report in mind.

2) Read the definition of a decibel

3) Requested a different measurement of noise, especially for lower noise such as bass.

4) Requested that the Police not measure the noise on the corner of Narragansett Avenue and Green Lane, but measure it from his fence.

With no other comments, the Council asked that the Town Solicitor redraft the Noise Ordinance for mid-September, for the Police to continue their summer decibel readings (to include day along with date) and to set up another work session in September.  With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.

Attest:

Kimberly A. Turcone

Deputy Town Clerk

C:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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