TOWN COUNCIL

JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND

April 29, 2004

Public Access and Rights-of-Way Work Session

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order on April 29, 2004 at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road, at 7:10 PM by Council President Kenneth G. Littman.  The following members were present:

Julio DiGiando

Claire Ferguson

Absent: 
David J. Long



Guy J. Settipane

Also present:

Maryanne Crawford, Town Administrator 

A. Lauriston Parks, Town Solicitor 

Kimberly A. Turcone, Deputy Town Clerk 

Thomas Tighe, Police Chief

Matthew Bolles, Director of Parks & Recreation

Council President Littman opened the work session and recommended that because of the large turn out, that the Council hear some of the concerns from people who were in attendance.

The Town Administrator discussed the regulations along with a maintenance plan to go along with the Town rights-of-way located throughout the island.  

Steven Medeiros of the Jamestown Striper Club and RI Saltwater Anglers Association spoke in regards to the litter in the area and that most people do use common sense when fishing.  He asked that the Council do not look at the select few who litter and the majority that clean up after themselves.  He also stated his concern regarding fishing after 10:00 PM.

Michael Becwork of Quaker Lane Bait and Tackle voiced similar concerns, both personal and business for fishing after 10:00 PM when fish are running.

Dennis Owens of the Harbor Management Commission stated that the Town deals a lot with the boating public but never with the non boating public.  He stated that the Town does not spend a lot of time on recreational fishing.

Councilor Ferguson questioned how the Town could educate non Jamestowner’s in regards to what fish to take and what to throw back.  

Kevin Cute, CRMC stated that CRMC has the materials to make signage available for the public.  The Town Administrator stated that she had, in the past, applied for signage grants and the Town did not receive any.  

Steve Medeiros stated that his organization can provide funding for signage.  Councilor Ferguson stated that if fishermen are fishing at night, they might be able to read the signs.  

Bob Molder, RI Saltwater Angler’s Association, expressed his concern regarding education and that nighttime parking from 11:00 PM to 5:00 AM seemed restrictive, further stating that stripped bass, wheat fish and bluefish run during that time of night.

Town Administrator stated that the current ordinance prohibits parking anywhere on the island from 1:00 AM to 6:00 AM.

Councilor DiGiando requested information in regards to how other communities such as Newport and Middletown deal with fishermen who park over night.  Mr. Molder stated that Middletown allows overnight parking and that Newport provides at sticker for a nominal cost.

Birute Cabral, 950 East Shore Road, stated that she appreciated the general rules island wide but the area concerning Park Dock is very different from Mackerel Cove.  She requested that the parking spaces at Park Dock be saved for residential use and that a couple of non-resident spaces could be marked.  The Town Administrator reported that she, the Director of Public Works and Police Chief Tighe met at Park Dock and are looking to add a loading/unloading area, one additional parking space and a bike rack.  She stated that because of the conditions of the grant, the Town cannot have resident/nonresident parking in that area.

The Town Solicitor stated that the Federal grant that purchased the Park Dock Right-of-Way cannot discriminate between a non resident or a resident.  

Councilor DiGiando asked Mrs. Cabral at what time does the issue seem to be at its worst?  Mrs. Cabral answered seven days a week at all hours of the day and night.  

Kevin Cute stated that there are several DOT enhancement projects the Town can apply for, such as sanitation facilities, trash receptacles and signage.  

Donald Forest, Summit Avenue, stated his concerns regarding Park Dock and the lack of parking for residents of the area.

Parks & Recreation Director, Matt Bolles, reiterated the Town Solicitor and Town Administrator information by reading from the grant that under federal grant guidelines, the Town cannot discriminate between residents and non residents on the island (see attached).  The Town Solicitor also stated that Mr. James Murphy, former Town Solicitor rendered the same opinion.

Greg Zeek, Weeden Lane and owner of Zeek’s Bait & Tackle stated that fishing brings people to the island for quality recreational activities and it would be a shame to have to stop it.

It was the consensus of the Council that the following issues need to be addressed at Park Dock:

· Expand parking  

· Resident parking stickers  

· Port-a-Johns 

· Signage

· Loading/unloading space

· Buy back grant

· Parking up and down Broad Street

· Boulders along side of road to eliminate cars parking in bushes

Other suggestions (for other areas):

· Fisherman Sticker (island wide)

· DOT enhancement grant for Port-a-Johns and trash receptacles (island wide)

Wesley Hickman, Cole Street, suggested that the children be allowed to fish off the floating dock in East Ferry.  

Councilor DiGiando requested that tonight’s work session be placed on the Council agenda for May 10th.  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

Attest:

Kimberly A. Turcone 

Deputy Town Clerk
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