Town of Jamestown

Jamestown Town Council

Work Session

March 18, 2003

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road at 7:05 PM by Council President Guy J. Settipane.  The following members were present:

David A. Swain, Vice President

Norma B. Willis

Councilor Kenneth G. Littman arrived at 7:50 PM

absent:  David J. Long

also present were:

Maryanne Crawford, CPA, Town Administrator

Arlene D. Kalooski, Town Clerk

Representative Bruce Long

Representing Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT):

Peter Healey, P.E.

Edmund T. Parker, Jr. P.E.

Peter Healey informed the Council that the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) is in the design and permitting phase of the project to demolish and dispose of the old Jamestown Bridge.  

The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the Jamestown Bridge Replacement Project was presented by Mr. Healey.   The demolition includes the removal of the eastern 2/3 of the bridge with the remaining 1/3 to be used as a recreational fishing pier, as mandated by State Law.  Mr. Healey presented three methods of demolition and debris removal, creation of a series of artificial reefs in the offshore waters being the preferred alternative.  The State will make every effort to minimize disruption of landside and waterside usage.  Additionally, every effort will be made to minimize impact on aquatic life.

Mr. Healey outlined the procedure that the State will be following in the decision making process.  There will be a public hearing on March 27, 2203 at the North Kingstown High School Auditorium at 6:00 PM to review the content of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS).  Written comments on the DSEIS can be submitted at the hearing or mailed to Edmund T. Parker.  Comments are due by April 25, 2003.  The Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement will be presented for public comment, which will then be followed by a record of decision.

The Director of Public Works asked several questions relating to the logistics of the project.  Mr. Goslee was concerned with the location of the off-loading ramp.  Mr. Healey stated that it is expected that it will be located in North Kingstown.  

Council President Settipane expressed his concern that the water pipe from North Kingstown to Jamestown should be connected to the new bridge prior to any demolition.  Mr. Parker stated that when the new bridge was being built the Town of Jamestown chose not to move the waterline.  Mr. Goslee requested that the pipeline be upgraded from 6 inches to 8 inches.  Mr. Parker stated that this would be worked through in the design process – concurrent with the permitting process. 

Other issues and concerns brought out by continued discussion related to the following:

	Issues and Concerns raised by Council and Administration
	RIDOT 

	Security to ensure that people stay off bridge and away from demolition site
	There will be RIDOT personnel on site everyday

	Blasting and any risks to foundations in the immediate area
	Blasting will be closely monitored and measured

	Interruption of traffic on the bridge and waterway
	A traffic management plan will be implemented by RIDOT and the Coast Guard

	Noise from generators and equipment
	There will be noise; however, work will be conducted in the daytime hours

	Who will maintain the fishing pier
	State mandate requires a fishing pier – RIDEM will be responsible

	RIDOT access to and from demolition site
	RIDOT will create an access road near where the drainage basin is located in Jamestown

	Artificial reefs
	All decisions relating to the artificial reefs will be coordinated with State agencies


Mr. Healey indicated that RIDOT is continuing to work on the details for the demolition of the bridge; those details will continue to be available for the Council’s review.  Mr. Healey invited the Council to attend the hearing at the North Kingstown High School Auditorium on March 27, 2003.  

There being no further discussion, the workshop ended at 8:00 PM. 

Attest:

Arlene D. Kalooski

Town Clerk
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