TOWN COUNCIL

JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND

Work Session

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order on August 6, 2001 in the conference room of the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road, at 7:05 PM by Council President Guy J. Settipane.  The following members were present:

David A. Swain, Vice President

Kenneth G. Littman

David J. Long

Norma B. Willis

Also present were:

Maryanne Crawford, CPA, Town Administrator

Arlene D. Kalooski, Town Clerk

James T. Murphy, Town Solicitor

Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner

Thomas P. Tighe, Police Chief

Arthur J. Christman, Fire Chief

Rob Lambert, Planning Commission Chair

David Pritchard, Harbor Management Commission Chair

Harrison M. Wright, Harbor Management Commission

Julio DiGiando, Harbor Management Commission

Daniel Lilly, Harbor Management Commission

E. W. Sterling Graham, Jr., Parking Committee

Dennis Webster, Planning Commission

And representatives from Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management present:

Robert W. Sutton, Chief

Joseph G. Dias, Deputy Chief

Lieutenant Kurt Blanchard, Law Enforcement

Council President Settipane opened the meeting with a statement informing the audience that the purpose of this work session was to respond to complaints of competing uses along Jamestown’s waterfront.  President Settipane noted that information gathered from the various Town committees, departments, and the Town Solicitor, along with information provided by the State Department of Environmental Management would serve as a basis for public education, development and adoption of any necessary ordinance or regulation.  President Settipane mentioned that the Council is guided by the Public Trust Doctrine, State Open Space Agreements, legislative authority and powers to regulate Town policy and the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  President Settipane cautioned that the law will apply to everyone equally, resident and non resident alike. 

The following individuals offered information to the Council:

James T. Murphy, Town Solicitor

The Town Solicitor reviewed the Rhode Island Constitution and Rhode Island General Laws as they relate to beach and fishing activities and parking issues.  Additionally, Mr. Murphy reviewed the Recreation Easement given back to the State under provisions established by the funds provided by a State grant for the Town’s purchase of the Jamestown Shores Beach.  It was noted by the Solicitor that the right to the shore privileges as outlined in the Public Trust Doctrine does not give the right to access through municipal property without consideration of established rules and regulations instituted by that municipality.  

Lieutenant Kurt Blanchard, Division of Law Enforcement, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Fish and Wildlife Division

Lt. Blanchard discussed the management of State parks, beaches, fishing and boating.  Enforcement through education was an area stressed by Lt. Blanchard.  The use of multi-lingual signage to aide in the education process was suggested.  The issue of a curfew of sunset to sunrise for specific areas was also discussed.  Lt. Blanchard presented the Council with a multi-lingual abstract of boating, fishing, privacy and littering issues put out by the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management.

Lt. Blanchard answered questions from the Council relating to multi-use areas such as Goddard Park and Arcadia National Park.  Some of the regulations to manage these areas  are: restricted swimming areas, no swimming after sunset, managed parking areas, and trash receptacles.  It was noted that rights-of-way are managed and maintained by the local municipality unless the area is under the control or custody of the State. 

Robert W. Sutton, Chief, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Division of Planning and Development

Mr. Sutton noted that Shores Beach was purchased through a State Grant and therefore, is subject to certain regulations.  He further noted that these grants are provided to communities to ensure outdoor opportunity to all of Rhode Islanders.  Mr. Sutton suggested that the Town apply for a local grant to improve accessibility signage in multi-languages.  Mr. Sutton encouraged the Council to use education to assist in the management of problem areas.

Joseph G Dias, Deputy Chief, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Division of Planning and Development

Mr. Dias reinforced information presented by Mr. Sutton and further informed the Council that the State Grant is due back to RIDEM by August 31, 2000.  He also noted that the Town could charge non-local residents double of what the residents (local) are charged.

Maryanne Crawford, Town Administrator

The Town Administrator outlined the facilities and waterfront properties that are known access points maintained by the Town of Jamestown.  The areas discussed were:

Potter Cove/Taylor Point - 

Park Dock

Hull Cove

Fort Getty Park

Shores Beach

Harbor Management Commission

David Pritchard, Chair

Mr. Pritchard reported that the Harbor Management Commission is in the process of revising the Harbor Management Comprehensive Plan to be followed by the revision of the Harbor Management Ordinance.  With these revisions will be the writing of regulations and specific penalties.  It has come to the attention of the Commission that it will take an Act from the Town Council in order to give the Harbor Master the authority to enforce those rules and regulations.

The Harbor Management Commission is considering an additional floating area in order to separate use.  Alternate under consideration is East Ferry.

Harrison Wright

Mr. Wright informed the Council that the matters of access and parking for Heads Beach rock jetty should be sent to planning. 

Council Settipane noted that there have been complaints that boats and jet skis are creeping in at Shores Beach.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the need for an Ordinance to address the issue of regulating boats and jet skis in the area of public beaches. 

Thomas Tighe, Police Chief

Presented information to the Council relating to parking issues.   Council President Settipane requested that the Town Solicitor investigate into the possibility that the State Traffic Commission could provide some regulations relating to specific parking problems. 

There were several other considerations discussed; those being, satellite parking to alleviate long term parking downtown – area recommended would be just beyond the gate at Fort Getty; the purchase or leasing of land for parking; sticker parking in the shores area.

Robert Lambert, Planning Commission

Mr. Lambert noted that the Comprehensive Plan would be addressing the protection of public access.  

The Town Planner discussed landside impact from water related issues.

Following comment from the audience, the Council discussed areas that should continue to be addressed.


1)
Parking on East Shore Rd – toll booth area

2)
Potters Cove

3)
Rights-of-Way

4)
Shores Beach

5)
Waterfront Enforcement – Harbor Management Commission

The Council discussed the types of educational material to be used in assisting with parking problems; such as, pamphlets in several different languages, posting of signs at problem areas, time limit restrictions.  

Council President Settipane requested that the above mentioned issues be put on the next Council Agenda.

There being no further discussion the work session ended at 10:25 PM.

Attest:

Arlene D. Kalooski

Town Clerk
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