
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

July 19, 2010

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:04 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack. 

II. ROLL CALL

Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice-President

William H. Murphy

Michael G. White

Ellen M. Winsor 

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III. AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

None.
IV. COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.  None.
V. CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to approve the Consent Agenda.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:  

1)       Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
July 6, 2010 (regular meeting)

b)
July 6, 2010 (executive session)

2)       Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:


a)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (07/01/2010)


b)
Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat (07/06/2010)


c)
Jamestown Philomenian Library Trustees (06/01/2010)

4)
CRMC Notices:


a)
July 2010 Calendar, Amended


5)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Ellen Winsor to advance Agenda Item XV. NEW BUSINESS 1) Application for 13 Swinburne Street to the next agenda item.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
XV. NEW BUSINESS

1)
Application for 13 Swinburne Street – Approval of Jamestown Housing Land Trust Funds in the amount of $200,000 for Affordable Housing purchase at 13 Swinburne Street, as requested by Church Community Housing Corporation.  Town Administrator Keiser stated Church Community Housing requests the Town authorize the transfer of $200,000 in support of the Church Community Housing’s thee-unit single family housing development at 13 Swinburne Street, as recommended by the Affordable Housing Committee.  

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to approve the transfer of $200,000 from the Affordable Housing Budget for the 13 Swinburne Street project.   

Discussion.  The time frame for the project is discussed.  Otherwise, the funds become uncommitted.  An extension can be requested.  

An amendment to the motion is made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to set a time limit for the transfer to take place within six months.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
Back to the vote on the motion as amended.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to authorize Town Administrator Keiser to go back to the Affordable Housing Committee to see if that agency can fund the utility hook up connection fees for the 13 Swinburne Street project, as required by the Water and Sewer Regulations.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

None.
VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) 
Town Administrator’s Report 

a)
Ft. Wetherill Appraisal.  Town Administrator Keiser reported the Town received a lesser quote from Newport Appraisal Group in the amount of $2,400.  Newport Appraisal Group has begun the task of appraising Ft. Wetherill.    

The presentation by Clerkbase at the last regular meeting was referenced.  Council Vice President Bowen asked if there were any quotes or cost estimates provided by Clerkbase and what are the next steps.   The Town needs to determine what goods and services need to be acquired, and once that is completed, a formal Request for Proposals outlining the equipment and services required will be developed and advertised for public bid.  Town Administrator Keiser is working with our IT staff to determine what is needed as well as sharing resources with other communities.  He will bring this information back to the Council by mid August.  
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS.
None.

IX. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
1)
Resolution re: Approval of referenda question for Construction of Wind Turbine Generator Bonds and Notes not to exceed $6,500,000 for placement on the November 2, 2010 election ballot.  The resolution and referenda question were read by Council President Schnack and explained by Town Administrator Keiser.  It is necessary for the Council to reaffirm this request.  If passed by the Council, it will be sent to the Secretary of State for inclusion on the November ballot.  Discussion continued.    
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to approve the referenda question for Construction of Wind Turbine Generator Bonds and Notes not to exceed $6,500,000 (Chapters 10-265 & 10-293) for placement on the November 2, 2010 election ballot to read as follows:  “Shall an act, passed at the 2010 session of the General Assembly entitled ‘AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF JAMESTOWN TO FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WIND TURBINE GENERATOR AND TO ISSUE NOT MORE THAN $6,500,000 BONDS AND NOTES THEREFOR’ be approved?”
Discussion.  We do not have a final figure, but we must go forward with the resolution which authorizes the voters to approve up to $6,500,000.  The actual bond will be set for the amount required.  The $750,000 ARRA grant received must be used within an 18 month period.  The RITBA wind energy project was referenced.  They are not ready to move forward and Jamestown’s plan is further ahead than theirs.  The resolution and referenda question must be at Secretary of State’s Office by August 2, 2010.  Discussion continued.   

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
X. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS
1)
Letter from Jamestown Conservation Commission Chair Christopher Powell to Martin D. Wencek, Supervisor for Applications, RIDEM Office of Water Resources, re: Application No. 10-0038, Jack F. Phelan, Jr., AP 3 Lot 269

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept  the communication from Conservation Commission Chair Chris Powell to Martin  Wencek, RIDEM Office of Water Resources. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
2)
Letter from Nicholas Schaus to Council Vice President Robert Bowen re: $750,000 Grant award for wind energy project, Town of Jamestown.  The letter also appeared in the Jamestown Press.    

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the letter from Nicholas Schaus.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.    

3)
Petition for Verizon Communications and Narragansett Electric Company to place one new joint pole (P.67-2) on Seaside Avenue for new construction
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the communication for the Pole Petition for Verizon Communications and Narragansett Electric Company to place one new joint pole (P.67-2) on Seaside Avenue and place it on the next agenda.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.   

4)
Memorandum from Planning Commission re: Affordable Housing Committee endorsement of Church Community Housing Corporation’s Comprehensive Permit Application for 13 Swinburne Street with utilization of $200,000 from Affordable Housing Trust Fund

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the communication from the Planning Commission endorsing the Church Community Housing Corporation’s Comprehensive Permit Application for 13 Swinburne Street.     Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

5)
Memorandum from Planning Commission re: new slate of Officers 

A motion was made by Ellen Winsor with second by William Murphy to accept the communication from the Planning Commission with the new slate of Officers.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.   
XI. LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

A motion was made by Michael White with second by Robert Bowen to approve the One Day Event/Entertainment License applications a) through i) subject to all Town conditions.    
Discussion.  The Roach Family Church Reunion license was discussed.  The application question for serving of alcoholic beverages stated “not yet determined.”  A special insurance certificate is required if alcohol is being served.  The Town Clerk’s Office does not issue any license until all licensing conditions are met.  Discussion followed regarding whether groups are non-profit or not and whether insurance certificates are required.  Insurance certificates are not waived.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.    

The One Day Event/Entertainment License applications approved consists of the following:

1)
One Day Event/Entertainment License Applications

a)
Applicant:
Bridges, Inc.


Event:

Bridges Employee Recognition Day

Date:

07/23/2010 

Location:
Ft. Getty Pavilion

b)
Applicant:
Conanicut Island Art Association

Event:

CIAA Summer Craft Show

Date:

08/07/2010

Location:
Jamestown Community Center

c)
Applicant:
Conanicut Island Art Association

Event:

CIAA Summer Art Show

Date:

08/09/2010 – 08/15/2010

Location:
Jamestown Community Center

d)
Applicant:
Jamestown Striper Club

Event:

Annual Jamestown Striper Club Kid’s Fishing Derby

Date:

08/14/2010

Location:
North Reservoir

e)
Applicant:
Jamestown Yacht Club

Event:

Fools Rules’ Regatta

Date:

08/14/2010

Location:
East Ferry Beach

f)
Applicant:
Robert Roach, Jr. & Kathleen Rushton

Event:

Roach Family Church Reunion

Date:

08/22/2010

Location:
Ft. Getty

g)
Applicant:
Dan Gorriaran/The Jamestown Counter Revolution

Event:

Rowing and Kayaking Race

Date:

08/28/2010

Location:
Mackerel Cove to Ft. Getty Pavilion

h)
Applicant:
Art’s Auto Body

Event:

Seaside Family Cruise Car Show

Date:

09/05/2010

Location:
Ft. Getty

i)
Applicant:
Jamestown Teen Center

Event:

Skatefest 2010

Date:

09/11/2010


Location:
Jamestown Skate Park – Lawn Avenue School

XII. OPEN FORUM

1)
Scheduled request to address.  None. 

2)
Non-scheduled request to address.  None
XIII. APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS


None.
XIV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Wind Turbine Grant/Financing Options.  Town Administrator Keiser reported he and Planner Lisa Bryer met with energy development and management consulting entity Quinergy.  They are very knowledgeable and have been active in Massachusetts with communities utilizing incentives, bonds and grants to promote renewable energy.  Quinergy reached out to Jamestown, and we learned there is a great deal of knowledge among the private companies as well as creative financing for wind and alternative energy sources.  Town Administrator Keiser will provide background material at the next meeting including available options in addition to bond financing. A copy of the Wind Energy Committee’s feasibility study was provided to Quinergy; and based on that assessment, this consultant indicated the expected revenues were significantly lower than what they (Quinergy) estimated they would be based on Jamestown’s wind resources.  This is very promising.  The Town received the formal letter announcing the $750,000 ARRA grant award.  The EDC grants have not been announced by the Governor’s Office, though recommendations were made six weeks ago.  The ARRA grant money announcements went out, and some time this week we should be able to get a list of all awards and coordinate with the other grant recipient communities.  Intense discussion can take place in the near future on how to proceed.  The financing company for alternative energy sources was referenced and the name and information will be provided to Town Administrator Keiser.  This item will remain on the agenda.       
2)
Energy Efficiency Grant.  WCRPC held a pre-bid conference last week with eight consulting firms in attendance.  There is a high degree of interest, and we are optimistic we will get quality service at a good price for the energy audit.  This item will be renewed on the agenda as needed.  
3)
Hess/Weaver’s Cove LNG Facility.  Town Council President Schnack referenced phone calls he received due to confusion between the newly-formed Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat and the LNG Working Group.  He reads a Press Release and Advisory from the Jamestown Town Council regarding the Town of Jamestown and the Weaver’s Cove Energy Proposal.  The press release informs municipalities and other interested groups that Councilor Ellen Winsor does not represent the Town of Jamestown in the LNG matter and she has not been given authority to speak on the Town’s behalf regarding LNG issues.  The Council did not review the press release previously, and that is why it being read this evening.  Councilor Winsor feels this is overkill.  The Council insists Councilor Winsor specify she represents the LNG Working Group and not the Town of Jamestown.  There has been confusion on the part of towns and other entities as this was not fully explained.  Council Vice President Bowen commented on the Press Release and Advisory stating the language was mild.

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to forward the Press Release and Advisory to Municipal, State and Federal delegations, the Attorney General’s Office, area newspapers, Save the Bay, Conservation Law Foundation and other affiliated non-profit groups and agencies working on the LNG issue.  

Discussion.    The press release can be released to the press and organizations working on the LNG issue.  The spelling of Councilor Winsor’s name will be corrected in the document.  Discussion continued.  
Back to the vote on the motion.  Michael Schnack, Robert Bowen, William Murphy and Michael White vote yes.  Ellen Winsor abstains.  Motion passes by a majority vote in the affirmative.  

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to direct that the Jamestown Committee on LNG Threat is the official committee representing the Town and is the only committee that should receive mail at the Jamestown Town Hall.  The LNG Working Group should not have their mail sent to the Jamestown Town Hall nor should they use it as their address.  The Town Administrator will   notify the Chair of the LNG Working Group not to use the Town Hall as their mailing address and obtain from them a proper, official mailing address.      

Discussion.  Any mailings to the LNG Working Group should not be sent to the Jamestown Town Hall, as the town now has an official committee, and there are no other non-town groups that receive mail at Town Hall.  Per Solicitor Ruggiero there is no liability on the part of the Town for receiving mail on behalf of a non-town entity.  Any documents can be returned to sender with a notice this is not the proper address, along with a forwarding address, if available.  Councilor Winsor reminds Council members there are good Jametowners on the LNG WG who have been working on this issue since October 2009.  Council President Schnack stated the Council is not disputing that fact, only clarifying the official, sanctioned committee representing the Town of Jamestown vs. the non-sanctioned committee and any liability associated with that.  This provides clarity for people outside of Jamestown so that they understand where official communications for the Town of Jamestown should and should not be sent.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
4)         Congress of Councils – LNG Threat.  Committee on LNG Threat Chair Dan Wright addressed the Council and reported September 8th is the current working date for the Congress of Councils, with September 9th as a back-up date. The meeting will take place at the Jamestown Recreation Center, with coffee at 7:30 a.m. and meetings to begin at 8:00 a.m. and lasting for approximately two hours.    The Aquidneck Island communities, Tiverton and Bristol have expressed interest in attending.  Other Bay communities to be invited include Warwick, East Greenwich, Warren, Narragansett, South Kingstown and North Kingstown.  Members of the press and other groups are invited to attend.  Logistics, parking, accessibility and other issues for public meeting were referenced.  Discussion continued.  The Council thanked Dan for the update.        
5)   
Town Hall Plaque.  Town Administrator Keiser stated this issue and whether there was any interest to include the names of sitting council members at time of the project design and a quote that demonstrates the significance of the project on the plaque was discussed at the last meeting.  Town Administrator Keiser will come back to the Council with more information at the August 2nd Town Council meeting.       
6)
Conanicut Island Art Association request for use of Town Hall for extended hours.  Town Administrator Keiser and Council members discussed a possible trial period for extended hours.  Town Administrator Keiser would ensure that someone from the Town is available and in attendance when the building is open.  Discussion ensued regarding private sales/transactions.  Such arrangements will be made off of Town Hall property, and the Town will not be involved in any such transactions.  CIAA is provided a venue to display their works.  Councilor White stated he never observed negotiations and/or sale of artwork when attending the CIAA art exhibits.  
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to authorize Town Administrator Keiser to coordinate with CIAA for use of the Jamestown Town Hall for the sole purpose of exhibiting art one day per week for extended hours for a trial period through the end of the summer.   Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
The CIAA request for the purchase of one piece of art per year to be paid for by a benefactor and displayed at Town Hall, with a plaque commemorating the art, requires more research.  Town Administrator Keiser will continue to work on this issue and report back to Council.   
XV. NEW BUSINESS

1)
Application for 13 Swinburne Street – Approval of Jamestown Housing Land Trust Funds for Affordable Housing purchase at 13 Swinburne Street, as requested by Church Community Housing Corporation.  Addressed previously.  
2)
Approval of Contract and Authorization for signing re: American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) $750,000 Grant Award for Renewable Energy  

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to approve the Contract for the ARRA $750,000 grant award for Renewable Energy and authorize signing by Town Administrator Keiser.  
Discussion.  The contract sets the guidelines for the grant.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

Council President Schnack announced he will not be in attendance for the August regular meetings (8/2 and 8/16), and Council Vice President Bowen will run the two meetings.    
XVI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.
XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Michael White with second by Robert Bowen to adjourn the regular meeting.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.         

Attest:


Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC

Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor
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