TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

April 5, 2010

6:00 p.m.
TOWN COUNCIL TOUR OF JAMESTOWN ARTS CENTER.  The Town Council met at 18 Valley Street, Jamestown, to tour the newly-acquired building the Jamestown Arts Center proposes to renovate for an arts center.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack. 

II. ROLL CALL

Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice-President

William H. Murphy

Michael G. White

Ellen M. Winsor 

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III. AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

1)
Proclamation of the Jamestown Town Council re: Friday, April 30, 2010 as Arbor Day in the Town of Jamestown.  The proclamation is read by Council President Schnack.

A motion is made by Ellen Winsor with second by Michael White to adopt the Proclamation declaring April 30, 2010 as Arbor Day in the Town of Jamestown.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

IV. COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.  None.

V. CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately. 

The following items are removed from the Consent Agenda by request: 1) Town Council Minutes of:  c) March 15, 2010,  e) March 22, 2010 (work session);  2)  Bills and Payroll;                                    

3) Minutes d) Jamestown Housing Authority Board of Commissioners; 5 Proclamations a) City of Newport Resolution, e) Town of East Greenwich Resolution, f) City of Cranston Resolution and i) Town of Tiverton Resolution.  
A motion is made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
2) Bills.  William Murphy references the gasoline charges for the Police Department and requests clarification of these expenses to be sure gasoline charges are not double billed.  Town Administrator Keiser will make sure this is clarified.  The first amount listed for gasoline is for the Police Department, and the second amount is all other vehicles.    

Ellen Winsor suggests having quarterly bar graphs to demonstrate Town expenditures.  Town Administrator Keiser states billing is done monthly for the majority of the vendors, and this would be difficult to graph quarterly.  A list of accounts indicating which bills are weekly, monthly and quarterly will be provided to Council members. Budget to Actual comparisons are prepared monthly.  Town Administrator Keiser gives an overview of expenses. Lengthy discussion continues.  A bar graph will be requested from the Finance Director on behalf of Ms. Winsor.  Councilor Murphy asks if there is a signed, one-year letter of commitment from JEMS.  Town Administrator Keiser affirms there is a signed commitment letter.    

Recreation Department. The Recreation Department website will be clarified so that citizens realize the Recreation Department does not take trips to Aruba.      

Golf Course.  Expenses for the golf course are referenced.  Town Administrator Keiser explains how fees collected for use of the golf course for recreational events are allocated (25% to the town).       

There is discussion of protocol when items are removed from the Consent Agenda.  

1) c) Council Minutes for March 15, 2010.  Page 6 of the Minutes and the tape of the meeting will be reviewed regarding Susan Little's discussion during Open Forum so that her statements are reflected appropriately. Page 8 last paragraph regarding the communication from Senator Reed and Senator Whitehouse is discussed regarding the “response within six months” as it needs to be clarified when the six-month time period began. Town Administrator Keiser will research this issue.  The Council Minutes for March 15, 2010 will be approved at the next meeting.

e) Council Minutes for March 22, 2010.  Page 2 last paragraph is referenced regarding the total cost for the Animal Control Officer position.  Town Administrator Keiser states the amount reflected is correct ($75,069).  

d) JHA Board of Commissioner's Minutes.  There is discussion of the remaining $10,000 from the Block Grant for window replacement costs.  This appears to be a mis-communication between the parties.  Finance Director Collins is working on this in order to reimburse the housing groups to resolve the issues.    

5) Proclamations

a), e) and f) America's Cup Resolutions.  Councilor Winsor would like the Town Council to support these resolutions from Newport, East Greenwich and Cranston encouraging the return of the America's Cup Races to the City of Newport. Town Administrator Keiser references economic benefits for the Town of Jamestown if the America's Cup races return.  A Town Resolution will be placed on the next agenda for adoption.   

i) Tiverton Resolution Supporting Legislation authorizing cities and towns to Postpone Budget and Financial Town Meetings for FY2011. Councilor Winsor would like the Town Council to support this resolution.  The Town may not know by June 7th where the General Assembly stands regarding revenues and State aid.  Discussion follows regarding postponement of the Financial Town Meeting and whether this is an option.  Solicitor Ruggiero states it is his opinion this is not appropriate for Jamestown. Further research is needed. School District expenditures and State aid cutbacks are discussed.  The Town will try to recapture lost motor vehicle revenue by re-instituting the tax on the first $6,000 of motor vehicle value.  There is discussion of the FTM and the approval of expenditures and revenue.  As total revenue from State aid may not be available for the FTM, provisions could be included in the resolutions so that over taxing does not occur. Discussion continues.  The Council will not support the resolution.            

A motion is made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to approve Consent Agenda Items 1 e), 2, 3 d), 5 a), e), f), g) and i).  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:  

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
March 1, 2010 (work session)

b)
March 1, 2010 (executive session)

d)
March 15, 2010 (executive session)

e)
March 22, 2010 (work session)

f)
March 30, 2010 (work session)

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

            a)
Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (01/13/2010)

            b)
Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (01/27/2010)

            c)
Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (02/17/2010)

4)
CRMC Notices:


a)
April 2010 Calendar


b)
Public Notice re: Application of Candice Knoll


c)
Public Notice re: Application of Stephen Evangelista


d)
Public Notice re: Application of MJ Realty Trust

5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns

b)
Town of Middletown Resolution re: In Support of House Bill 7449  Construction and Maintenance of State Roads

c)
Town of East Greenwich Resolution re: Opposing Mandatory Binding Arbitration on monetary matters for teachers 

d)
Town of East Greenwich Resolution re: Opposing Senate Bill 603 Mandating Continuation of Expired Contracts

g)
City of Cranston Resolution re: Urging the General Assembly to approve Legislation establishing a “Blue Alert” Program in RI 

h)
Town of Portsmouth Resolution re: In Support of House Bill 7014

Bridge Safety 

6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:

1)        Pursuant to §RIGL 42-46-5 (a) Subsection (2) to discuss collective bargaining.

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) 
Town Administrator’s Report 

a) 
Recycling.  The Recycling Committee is meeting at least monthly to study the recycling program and prepare an educational initiative.  The Committee is doing a good job and seeks Council support for their efforts.  Their goal is to have Jamestown rated as one of the top recyclers in RI.  Discussion follows regarding recycling at the Transfer Station.  All options are being considered to increase the town's recycling rate to 35% by 2013.    There is discussion of reaching out to the community with recycling information when the summer people are here so that they are included.  Interim reports are referenced.  The group is meeting on Wednesday and these issues will be discussed.  

b)    Storm Damage Assessment.  Town Administrator Keiser states Jamestown is working with FEMA and RIEMA representatives.  Janet Napolitano visited RI last Thursday.  Per today's FEMA conference call, RI has qualified for declaration as a Federal Disaster Area.  This means homeowners, businesses and cities and towns are eligible for federal disaster relief assistance.  Homeowners are encouraged to log on to the FEMA website.  RI cities and towns have met the threshold for public assistance under the 75%/25% share.  The Jamestown Fire Department and DPW crews worked tirelessly throughout the storm period and beyond.  Mike Gray and Kevin Deacon are identifying parts of Jamestown that may be eligible for disaster relief.  Areas of concern,   severe damage, broken asphalt, ruts, washouts, runoffs and eroded areas are referenced.  The Treatment Plant (750,000 gallons per day capacity) exceeded 3,000,000 gallons per day, experiencing overflows.  Both Town dams held well and Town buildings had some minor flooding, but nothing serious.  Overall Jamestown faired well, but we still want to get our fair share of FEMA assistance money.  Volunteer Fire Department time is eligible for reimbursement.  There is discussion of whether fuel reimbursement is eligible.  

Special thanks from the Council go to Lisa Bryer for preparing meals for Fire Department personnel during the crisis.  Lisa would like to create a volunteer team to provide meals during emergencies.  Better cooking facilities are needed at the Fire Station.  The excellent response by our Fire Department is referenced.  A Proclamation will be prepared for the next Agenda acknowledging the Fire Department, Public Works and Town Planner Bryer.    

c) 
Drainage Issues.  Basements inundated by water due to runoff from higher ground are referenced.  Some residents blame what they consider inadequate public drainage systems.  Jamestown is not structured to handle a storm of that magnitude, and areas needing more attention will be reviewed.  Ground water levels contributed to flooded basements, etc.  Drainage flow and runoff from the Cemetery is referenced.   

d) 
School Bus Parking.  The letter from early March and recent School Committee discussions are referenced.  RIDOT Land Use Committee is recommending the State lot be allocated for the use.  This must go to the Federal Highway Commission and State Properties for approval.  If approved, parking the buses at the Route 138 Park and Ride could save the Town $35,000.  Credit goes to Lou Kitts for his input; he is the hero.   
e)
Police Officer Ronald B. Jacobson. Officer Jacobson completed his one-year term and is now a full fledged police officer.  The Department is back up to full staffing.   

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to appoint Ronald B. Jacobson as a permanent, full time police officer.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.   

VIII. PUBLIC HEARING

1)
Proposed Amendment to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 Art. IV. Tree Preservation and Protection, Section 116; duly advertised for hearing in the Jamestown Press on March 25, 2010.  The proposed ordinance amendment is read by Council President Schnack.


A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to open the public hearing.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

Tree Preservation Committee Chair Jim Rugh is in attendance and addresses areas in the ordinance that require clarification and correction, including the number of committee members and committee liaisons as voting members.  There is no public comment.      

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to close the public hearing.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

Discussion follows regarding grants, including the Keep America Beautiful grant, number of meetings required per year, and required budget allocation for grant eligibility ($2 per year per resident).  The Town Planner is an ex officio member and a Planning Commission member serves as a liaison.   

A motion is made by Ellen Winsor with second by Michael White to approve the amendment to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 Art. IV Tree Preservation and Protection, Section 116.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

IX. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION

1)
2010-009  Resolution re: Remembrance of Victims of Domestic Violence.  The Resolution is read by Ellen Winsor.  

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to adopt the Resolution.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.   

2)
2010-012  Resolution re: Opposition to Mandatory Contract Continuation.  The Resolution is read by Michael White.  

A motion is made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to adopt the Resolution,  Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 

3)
2010-013  Resolution re: Binding Arbitration.  The Resolution is read by William Murphy.  The word levy should be added.  

A motion is made by Ellen Winsor with second by Robert Bowen to adopt the Resolution with the language correction noted.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

4)
2010-014  Resolution re: In Support of Establishing a “Blue Alert” Program in the State of Rhode Island.  The Resolution is read by Robert Bowen.

A motion is made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to adopt the Resolution.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

5)
2010-015  Resolution re: Urging Members of the General Assembly to Enact Legislation for Bicyclist Safety.  The Resolution is read by Michael Schnack.

A motion is made by Michael White with second by Ellen Winsor to adopt the Resolution.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

6)
2010-016  Resolution re: In Support of Rhode Island House Bill 7014 – Bridge Safety.  The resolution is read by Michael Schnack.

A motion is made by Ellen Winsor with second by Robert Bowen to adopt the Resolution.

Discussion.  The word member should be changed to members.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

X. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)        Letter from Federal Emergency Management Agency re: National Flood Insurance Program. 

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the letter.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

2)
Letter from Robert Burgess and Kate Schweitzer in support of Animal Control Officer Cathy Gregory.

A motion is made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to accept the letter.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.    

XI. LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1)
Holiday License Application

a)
Liberati Partnership, d/b/a The Shack at Dutch Harbor, Location: 252 Narragansett Avenue.  Discussion follows regarding waste water drainage issues in the area, whether The Shack is part of the Jamestown Waste Water system, the facility has a sink but no toilet, Town ordinance requirements, the general license was already granted, owners looking at best practices, zoning approval conditions, oversight and owners investigation of water containment system.    

A motion is made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to grant the Holiday License Application of Liberati Partnership, d/b/a The Shack at Dutch Harbor, subject to all Town conditions and the waste water release problem being corrected before the license is issued.   Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

XII. OPEN FORUM


1)
Scheduled request to address.   None


2)
Non-scheduled request to address.  Pat Bolger.  Coyote Management Policy.      Mr. Bolger states he is opposed to any composting area for coyotes and would like to review any written Town policy so that he can be assured this will not affect drinking water.      


Councilor Winsor states the Town website email address for her is incorrect.  She is informed it has been updated.   

XIII. APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1)         Board of Canvassers Member

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to appoint Carol Nelson-Lee to the Board of Canvassers.  

Discussion.  Carol Nelson-Lee is willing to do the job.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

XIV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS


1)
Coyote Management Policy (continued from 03/01/2010).  Numi Mitchell, Ph.D., Lead Scientist for the Narragansett Bay Coyote Study, is in attendance.  Dr. Mitchell prepared the “Best Management Practices for Coexistence with Coyotes on Aquidneck and Conanicut Islands” in January of this year after performing research with grant funding from 2005 to 2009.  The report is a joint project of The Conservation Agency, The RI Natural History Survey and the Potter League for Animals. Dr. Mitchell references regulatory approaches to address food sources for coyotes and outlines the educational approach to the problem. Lengthy discussion follows regarding composting for large farm animals and wild animals (primarily deer). Disposal of these animal carcasses during winter months is difficult, creating an abundant food source for coyotes, which is linked to increased litter size and coyote overall health.  The number of coyotes was increasing, but it was unclear why until the study commenced.  Dr. Mitchell states there has been strong reaction to the report's recommendations, which outline best management practices and is designed as a tool box to use with future problems.  Discussion continues regarding the increased number and density of coyotes, travel patterns and intentional and unintentional feeding sources.  If the coyote territory is decreased due abundant food sources, it increases the number of breeding groups.  Dr. Mitchell explains how the coyotes become “habituated,” knowing the difference between people and food, and its dangers.  Coyote predatory behaviors, attacks and rabid population (approximately 7%) are referenced.  She is not here to alarm, but to warn residents.  Jamestown has the message, don't feed the coyotes.


Discussion resumes regarding proper disposal of animal carcasses, including cremation and composting.  Composting is discussed at length, including the proper type of containment and bins used to prevent leakage and water source contamination (bins with contained edges and concrete walls).  The current composting practices in Jamestown are referenced.  Jamestown does not have the proper facility for this type of composting for disposal of large animals.  Dr. Mitchell gives an overview of successful composting and guidelines.  There is lengthy discussion of security, odors and water contamination.  Dr. Mitchell explains the study from Manitoba, Canada and has copies available for interested parties.  There is further discussion of the recommendations outlined in the BMP Report.  Dr. Mitchell urges the Council to adopt the Best Management Practices (BMP).  


David Gregg, Executive Director of The RI Natural History Survey, explains his coyote research on Cape Code and findings. He explains coyotes are intelligent, adaptable and can be conditioned to surroundings.  He also explains simple steps to reduce the impact of coyotes, including the reduction of food sources, and urges the Council to take Dr. Mitchell's recommendations seriously.

Lynne Mallonee, Humane Education Director of the Potter League for Animals, explains her 17 year history.  Through educational activities, the Potter League has reached 1200 children, making them aware of coyotes and that they are part of the wildlife community. They are given information to protect pets and discourage coyotes and how to act when encountering coyotes.  Ms. Mallonee urges the Council to support Dr. Mitchell's efforts.  

Town Administrator Keiser states the Town Council can look at this in two steps:  1) the best management practices and 2) the composting issue, which needs further research. We do not have answers to a number of questions, but we still need to pursue this.  The Town of Jamestown does not take this issue lightly.  The BMP is a guide to reduce the coyote population and is an educational tool.  Any actions taken would be separate from acceptance of the report and practices.  Accepting the report, the Council supports the recommendations as a guiding document, not the practices outlined, which require legislative action. No funding is required at this time, and this is to be used as a reference to deal with the coyote problem.  Discussion follows regarding how to deal with dead animals in Jamestown and proper disposal (Town should not provide a location for RIDEM disposal of deer).          

Town Council comments include the deer population must be dealt with, completely opposed to composting, opposed to adoption of the BMT document, there are areas of concern in the BMT, not opposed to composting if the bins were secure, site location needs further research, leaching of animal carcasses is a concern, unknown issues with  document language, the BMP document needs more work, the BMP should be accepted as a guiding document and anything additional needs to come back to Council for approval.  Discussion continues.    

A motion is made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to adopt the “Best Management Practices for Coexistence with Coyotes on Aquidneck and Conanicut Islands” as a guiding document in dealing with coyotes and have Town Administrator Keiser investigate whether the Transfer Station is properly permitted to compost animal carcasses. 
Discussion.  The document can be sent back to Dr. Numi Mitchell for language amendment.  The Town is looking for a more affirmative statement.  No location is specified nor is it required to be specified for a composting facility, only support for the document is required.  This is a mistake.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Michael Schnack, Robert Bowen, William Murphy and Michael White vote in the affirmative.  Ellen Winsor votes no.  Motion passes.  

2)    JEMS Incentive Policy.  Town Administrator Keiser reports this is a redrafted   policy to address incentive issues.  One is to pay a pro-rated share to JEMS volunteers who have not completed a full six months of service during a six-month incentive period.  The proposal allows those who have served a six-month probationary period that ends during the six-month incentive period to receive a stipend for a portion of the number of shifts they would have served during that period.  At present this does not occur.  The other issue is to comply with the MOU between JEMS and the Fire Department.  Some volunteers work for both entities.  JEMS experienced a lack of volunteers and they would not commit to a 12 hour shift and requested an allotment of $25.00.  This allows for personnel to be available for weekend shifts, but would not commit them to be at the barn for full shifts on weekends.  This would now be part of the incentive agreement.  In addition, any JEMS member in good standing would be eligible for tax abatement in an amount up to a maximum of $700.00.  Discussion continues.  The letter of JEMS member Maryann Joyce is referenced.    

A motion is made by Robert Bowen with a second by Michael White to accept the letter from Mary Ann Joyce regarding the Incentive Program and Tax Abatement for JEMS.  

Discussion.  Is this appropriate?  Other information may be forthcoming.  

Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

This issue will be placed on the next work session agenda.  JEMS needs to attract qualified volunteers.  A copy of the current incentive plan as originally adopted will be copied for Council members.  There is discussion of a date for the work session and who should attend.  JEMS leadership and all JEMS members should be invited.  

A motion is made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to schedule a work session to review the JEMS Incentive Program and Tax Abatement Policy.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

3)
Ft. Wetherill Re-Use.  Following the work shop with RIDEM Director Michael Sullivan, Council members expressed varying views regarding the barn and adjacent vacant land.  This issue should be placed on a meeting or work session agenda to determine how the Council wants to proceed.  Key areas are whether the Town wants to work with RIDEM, their interest to purchase the property in fee simple, separating the vacant parcel from the primary parcel with the building, selling a portion of the property, appraisals for both sites, and other directions.  The Council needs to come to a consensus where this is going. There is discussion of maintaining part of the property and entertaining a lease agreement, similar to what is being done at Beavertail (a park which RIDEM improved).  The Town wants to maintain the waterfront property and needs to know its value, the value of the Dutch Island property RIDEM proposed for a property exchange and the estimated cost for the appraisals.  RIDEM can do without the upper lot and still accomplish what they want.  Building reuse, loss of income and other issues need to be reviewed.  Fort Wetherill is more valuable to the Town than Dutch Island.  Dutch Island may provide other opportunities for the Town.  Council members are not in favor of losing waterfront property. RIDEM can improve buildings they lease. Lengthy discussion continues.  Possible camping and fees, federal subsidies to secure and improve facilities, report prepared by William Warner (2004 or 2005), RIDEM plan from 10 years ago and formation of a Committee are referenced and discussed. Discussion continues. This will be continued to a work session agenda.  
4)
Fort Getty Master Plan Committee (continued from 03/01/2010).  The Fort Getty Master Plan Committee was discharged and should be continued on the agenda as Fort Getty Master Plan.  There is discussion of the Town Buildings and Facilities Committee working in conjunction with the Recreation Department, or a master Recreation Committee, on the Fort Getty issue. Town programs requiring review and implementing a master plan are discussed. The next agenda should include giving the charge to review to the Town Buildings and Facilities Committee.  The Committee needs to look at the Golf Course and evaluate rehab. v. new for the Fort Getty bathrooms (plumbing estimates should be available soon). Once the policy direction is set, improvements can be implemented.  There is further discussion of the role of the Buildings and Facilities Committee. The Town Administrator, Town Planner and Recreation Director will work together to review the Fort Getty Master Plan and provide recommendations to the Council on what is needed to move forward.  Discussion continues.     

There is discussion of whether an additional budget work session is needed to recap the budget.  Dialogue as a Council is needed prior to the May 10th public hearing. The recommended upgrades at Fort Getty should be discussed at the April 19th Council meeting.  Discussion continues.  

5)         Energy Efficiency Grant (continued from 03/15/2010)  Nothing to report.  

6)         Harbor Management Commission (continued from 03/15/2010)


            a)        Mooring fees.  A work session is tentatively scheduled for April 21st.  This is continued to the May 3rd agenda.  
7)
Wind Turbine Grant.  A grant application for $500,000 was submitted to RIEDC on March 30th, and an answer in late May is expected.  An ARA grant application was submitted, with awards to be announced through the Governor’s Office (expected the end of March).   To date there has been no notification to Jamestown.    

8)
Hess/Weaver’s Cove LNG Facility.  The LNG Working Group op-ed piece in the Providence Journal is referenced.  Hess CEO Gordon Shear responded to the article.    The Council and Town Administrator Keiser attended the Alliance for a Livable Newport Forum on LNG..  The entire Fall River Council defeated the resolution for funding from Hess to reemploy out-of-work police and firefighters.  The Fall River City Council announced they did not want Hess to come before them again.  The Coastal Communities’ Resolution is referenced.  Town Administrator Keiser will draft a letter to be signed by Council President Schnack and sent to the city and town councils of Newport County to organize a joint meeting, hosted by Jamestown, to discuss LNG..  
Norma Willis references the meeting on Wednesday evening with Senator Reed and suggests that Jamestown ask Senator Reed to inform President Obama that we do not want LNG in RI.  Council members agree this must come from our Senators.  Senator Reed and Senator Whitehouse have signed onto legislation before the US Senate that would decentralize the decisions on energy facilities to include the states affected.   Discussion continues. 

9)
Coordinate dates for tours of:      

a)
Transfer Station.  To be scheduled.  

b)
Bike Path.  To be scheduled.  
XV. NEW BUSINESS

1)
Jamestown Residents over 100 years of age.  The list will be sent to the RI Office of Elderly Affairs and a Resolution will be prepared for the next Town Council Meeting agenda.  There is discussion of re-establishing the Boston Post Cane tradition.  

 
2)
Narragansett Avenue Project.  There will be a future presentation of the scope of improvements for the project.  

3)
Wind Energy Committee.  The Committee has completed their charge, and is scheduled to disband as of May 29th.  The Committee did a good job.  Discussion continues.  
A motion is made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to discharge the Wind Energy Committee and thank them for their services, with the hope that the Town gets a successful wind turbine as a result of the project.  

Discussion.  A future energy committee needs to be organized to cover a broader spectrum of alternative energy ideas.  The Wind Energy Committee served the Town well and remains a valuable source of information.  The notebook of alternative energy ideas is referenced.  Don Wineberg’s services are referenced.  Letters of thanks will be sent.   
Back to the vote on the motion.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
4)
West Ferry Dingy rate increase to $450.00.  Done.

5)
Award of Bid: 2010 Annual Paving Bid to Cardi Corporation for an amount not to exceed $319,234.  Background information was discussed at the budget work session last week.  Cardi was the lowest better, and their rates are commensurate with 2006 rates.  
A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to award the 2010 paving bid to Cardi Corporation, as bid, for an amount not to exceed $319,234.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.     

XVI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion is made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to enter into Executive Session pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) to discuss collective bargaining.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a) Subsection (2) the following vote is taken by the Jamestown Town Council to enter into Executive Session to discuss collective bargaining:  Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice President Bowen, Aye; Councilor Murphy, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; and Councilor Winsor, Aye. 

The Jamestown Town Council reconvenes its regular meeting at 10:32 p.m.  The Jamestown Town Council entered into Executive Session at 10:12 p.m. by unanimous vote and that session has now ended by unanimous vote.  Council President Schnack announced there were no votes taken in Executive Session.   

A motion is made by Michael White with second by Robert Bowen to seal the Minutes of the Executive Session.  Council President Schnack, Aye; Council Vice President Bowen, Aye; Councilor Murphy, Aye; Councilor White, Aye; and Councilor Winsor, Aye.  

XVII.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion is made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to adjourn the regular meeting.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

The regular meeting is adjourned at 10:32 p.m.  

Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor
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