
TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION

February 24, 2010

A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue at 6:38 p.m. by Council President Michael Schnack, for the purpose of discussing plans for the future use of the highway barn at Fort Wetherill.  The following members were present:

Michael G. White

Robert Bowen

William H. Murphy

Ellen Winsor

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Karen Montoya, Deputy Town Clerk 

Dr. Michael Sullivan, DEM Representative

A concise overview was given by Bruce Keiser reviewing the history of the layout of the property and location of the current building including the dimensions. Marine related use was essential to maintain as well as keeping the historic character.  The highway barn had a low impact upon the community and that would also need to be retained for the neighborhood. The Council reviewed the reuse plan adopted by a previous council in 2005 and in 2008 and the uses of the existing building for public benefit.  There was great concern with retaining the marina for the Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association.

Dr. Michael Sullivan from DEM stated that the concept, need and desire for the facility hasn’t changed and a deal could happen in the near future. The building would be the perfect place to assemble the various marine resources needed by the research scientists and the fisheries farming industry.  Fort Wetherill is ideal because boats can be brought in for the seeding of the aquaculture.  Presently the oyster seeding is brought in by trucks from the Cape.  DEM could combine staffing and programs together for a highly efficient program for the scientists. Councilor Winsor asked about a lease or property swap. Dr. Sullivan responded that the financial position of the State and DEM is eroding. The cost of infrastructure renovations would be too great for a leased building so buying would be optimal.  The State can offer appraisal plus 10% at most.  Dividing the property wouldn’t be ideal because the critical piece is on the water.  Councilor Bowen asked about the staffing and the possibility of the Marine Patrol moving in, thereby reducing the number of boats for the Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association. Dr. Sullivan responded that staffing would be about 3 or 4 people and the Marine Patrol would not be moving there.  Occasionally there might be an extra boat or trailer parked overnight but not on a consistent basis.  Councilor Winsor asked about boat repair.  Dr. Sullivan responded that major repairs were contracted out and only very minor repairs would be done there.  Mr. Keiser asked about a crane or fork lift for boats. A fork lift might be an option because it could be housed at night.

Councilor Murphy reaffirmed that there would be no more parking spaces than what is there now, that the building would be renovated and there would be no additional structures.  Dr. Sullivan conferred and said that they hope to acquire the whole parcel with grant money and not a lease.  Councilor Bowen reaffirmed that Lot A would be revegetated with no parking or structures.

Duncan Laurie was concerned that the taxpayers don’t have much voice and to what extent the Town has explored the benefit of the property.  He also voiced concern about an abutter boat slip and his riparian rights.

Chris Powell wanted to know if it was possible for the Town to own the land and the State to own the building.

Mr. Keiser reminded everyone that the Warner study was intended for Town input.

Jerry Scott questioned if the Town has had an appraisal done and hoped the Town would do due diligence.

Frank Meyer wondered why we are spending money for plans when we don’t take their advice.

Dr. Sullivan reiterated that DEM wants to be included in any future discussion concerning the former highway barn at Fort Wetherill.

William Munger presented his proposal.  He would be willing to partner with DEM in any way he could and take on a long term lease with the Fort Wetherill Boat Owners Association.  

Council President Schnack stated that a soil study would affect the value of the parcel.  A septic system wouldn’t be able to handle commercial use.  An ISDS would have to be designed for a very small office.

The work session adjourned at 8:05.
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