TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

February 1, 2010

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:03 PM by Council President Michael Schnack.  The following members were present: 

Robert Bowen, Vice President

Michael G. White

Ellen Winsor

absent:
  William H. Murphy

also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk

Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner

Deborah Ruggiero, State Representative

Wind Energy Committee Members present:

Donald E. Wineberg, Chair

Abigail Anthony

Clayton Carlisle

Michael J. Larkin

William W. Smith, III

Consultant to the Wind Energy Committee:
Daniel Mendelsohn, Applied Science Associates, Inc.

AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor Winsor to accept the consent agenda as presented.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
January 19, 2010 (regular meeting) 

2)
Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Jamestown Housing Authority (12/9/2009)
b)
Zoning Board of Review (11/17/2009)

4)
Notices:

a)
CRMC


i)
January 2010 Calendar (Amended)


ii)
Coastal Features, Fall Issue


5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
Resolution from the City of Woonsocket in support of requiring minimum beneficiary contribution to cost sharing as it relates to public employee healthcare benefits
6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
None

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report (verbal)
The Town Administrator announced that there are two upcoming work sessions this month:
· February 10, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the Harbor Management Ordinance and the Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan
· February 24, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the reuse of Fort Wetherill

Report to Measure the Fiscal Stress and Financial Condition of RI Cities and Towns
The Town Administrator stated that the Town of Jamestown was named one of two municipalities with the least fiscal stress, as reported by the Municipal Fiscal Stress Task Force in a report dated January 28, 2010.
The Town Administrator noted that he would forward a copy of the report to the Council for their review.

2) Councilor Michael White, School Committee Liaison (verbal)
As Council liaison to the School Committee, Councilor White reported that the school budget recently presented by the School Administration to the School Committee reflects a minus 0.78% change in the proposed FY 2010-2011 school budget.  
Councilor White invited Council members and interested residents to attend the upcoming School budget meetings on February 4 and February 11, 2010 at 7 pm in the Lawn School library.
3) JEMS December 2009/January 2010 Report
The Town Administrator reported that emergency services are running very well.  The Incentive Policy is in the process of being revised and will be brought to the Council for their review.
It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor Winsor to accept the JEMS report.  So unanimously voted.

PUBLIC HEARING

None
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Resolution No. 2010-003 “Reconsideration of the United States Coast Guard’s Letter of Recommendation Regarding the Waterway Suitability Analysis for the Weaver’s Cove Energy Proposal”
The Council had a lengthy discussion regarding the resolution requesting that the United States Coast Guard reconsider its letter of recommendation determining that the construction of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) platform in Mt. Hope Bay and the bringing of large liquefied natural gas tankers into Narragansett Bay and Mt. Hope Bay meet navigation standards, as stated in the waterway suitability analysis of the Weaver’s Cove Energy proposal.  It was determined that the length of the LNG tankers should be omitted from the resolution, as well as omitting the reference to “super” tankers throughout the resolution.  In addition, the Council discussed the number of times per year that the LNG tankers would be on the bay, with each trip being disruptive to the water activities as well as to the traffic on the Newport Pell Bridge.  Concern was raised with the economic hardship and the environmental impact made to any surrounding bay communities.
Council President Schnack opened the issue to audience comment.  Several residents spoke out against the Weaver’s Cove LNG facility in Fall River, along with opposition to the construction of an offshore LNG offloading platform in Mt. Hope Bay.

Lorne K. Lawless, Selectman, Town of Somerset, informed the Council about the amount of time and money that Massachusetts has expended to date in their opposition to this LNG facility.  Mr. Lawless detailed their fears for the multiple dangers that this project subjects surrounding municipalities to.  
Norma Willis, North Main Road, noted that the Marcellus Shale Formation should be considered as an “American made” source for energy.  
The Council discussed the possibility of a regional forum to address the economic and environmental impact of LNG tankers traveling up and down the Narragansett Bay.  The Town Administrator is working with other communities to initiate such a forum.  

It was the consensus of the Council to continue discussion on the impact of an LNG facility in the Fall River area on upcoming Council agendas.
It was moved by Councilor Bowen seconded by Councilor White to approve Resolution No. 2010-003 with the following edits:  

· Remove the reference to the length of the tankers

· Change all references from supertankers to tankers

· Change the number of trips per year to 140

So unanimously voted.

Resolution No. 2010-003 as adopted is as follows:
Town of Jamestown
Resolution of the Town Council

No.  2010-003

Reconsideration of the United States Coast Guard’s Letter of Recommendation Regarding the Waterway Suitability Analysis for the Weaver’s Cove Energy Proposal
WHEREAS, 
Weaver’s Cove Energy, LLC has proposed the construction of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility in Fall River, Massachusetts, along with the construction of an offshore LNG offloading platform in Mt. Hope Bay; and

WHEREAS,
Weaver’s Cove Energy, LLC proposes to bring 900 foot long LNG tankers into Narragansett Bay and Mt. Hope Bay more than 140 times per year; and

WHEREAS,
the navigational safety of LNG tankers falls to the United States Coast Guard, with the Captain of the Port serving as the Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, being responsible for providing a Letter of Recommendation (LOR) to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC); and

WHEREAS, 
the development of the LOR is guided by Navigation Inspection Circular 05-08 (NVIC 05-08), which ensures the project’s compliance with applicable existing laws and regulations; and

WHEREAS, 
it is the statutory responsibility of the Captain of the Port (RIGL 39-1-2.1) to protect the personal safety of the state’s inhabitants and visitors, as well as to safeguard property situated within the borders of the state; and

WHEREAS, 
as part of the Coast Guard’s role in gathering information to aid in the development of an LOR, as stated in the Committee Report for the Senate version of the Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, is to “…fully evaluate the impact of recreational and commercial vessel traffic in relation to the navigational safety and security of a proposed LNG facility in Fall River, Massachusetts”; and

WHEREAS, 
many concerns exist regarding the impact and challenges this project will present to the safety and welfare of the citizens of this state and the safety of the state’s waterways; and

WHEREAS, 
the state and various local port stakeholders have not been afforded sufficient opportunities to participate, collaborate, and provide relevant input into this process; and

WHEREAS, 
Weaver’s Cove Energy’s pending appeals from the Coast Guard’s previously issued veto of a LOR for its initial proposal must first be determined before the current proposal moves forward;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown respectfully petition the United States Coast Guard to reconsider its letter of recommendation determining that the construction of a liquefied natural gas platform in Mt. Hope Bay and the bringing of large liquefied natural gas tankers into Narragansett Bay and Mt. Hope Bay meet navigation standards, as stated in the waterway suitability analysis of the Weaver’s Cove Energy proposal; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby instructed to submit a certified copy of this resolution to the President of the United States, Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, Commandant of the United State Coast Guard, the Rhode Island Congressional Delegation, and Captain Raymond Perry, Commander, United States Coast Guard, Southeastern New England..

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS


1)
E-mail from Frank Meyer re:  Fort Wetherill Reuse Plans 2005

It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the e-mail from Frank Meyer.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter from State Representative Deb Ruggiero re:  meeting schedule with the Council and School Committee to discuss their legislative agendas for 2010

It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from State Representative Deb Ruggiero.  So unanimously voted.
It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Administrator co-ordinate a joint meeting with the School Committee and the Town Council to discuss the Town’s legislative agenda with Representative Ruggiero.
3)
Notification from Bristol Town Clerk re:  hearing on bill H-7014

a)
Legislative Committee recommendation

It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the notification from the Bristol Town Clerk.  So unanimously voted.
4)
Notice of schedule for the School Committee meetings on the FY 2011 school budget

It was moved by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor White to accept the schedule of School Committee budget meetings.  So unanimously voted.
5)
Request from Azade Sarah Perin, President of Compact Freedom Enterprises, for a proclamation from the Jamestown Town Council against domestic violence
It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the request from Azade Sarah Perin for a proclamation against domestic violence.  So unanimously voted.
It was the consensus of the Council to consider the proclamation against domestic violence on the February 16 Council agenda for consideration. 

6)
Request from Mark E. Felag, P.E., Providence Engineering Society, for a proclamation honoring Anthony Rafanelli, “2010 Engineer of the Year” recipient
It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the request from Mark Felag for a proclamation honoring Jamestown resident Anthony Rafanelli as “2010 Engineer of the Year”.  So unanimously voted.
The Town Clerk was instructed to draft a proclamation for the Council to consider at the next meeting.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1) One Day Peddler License Application
Applicant:
Quononoquott Garden Club

Place:

East Ferry (left of Veteran’s Square)

Date:

May 22, 2010 (rain date: May 23)

Time:

9 a.m. to 12 Noon

Selling:
Plants

It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to approve the One Day Peddler License for the Quononoquott Garden Club to sell plants at East Ferry on May 22, 2010 or a rain date of May 23 from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon.  So unanimously voted.
OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

a)
Norma Willis re:  Marcellus Formation

Ms. Willis previously addressed the Council.
2) Non-scheduled request to address

Jerome Scott, Walcott Avenue, asked the Council to consider hiring a special negotiator for the Town’s union Contracts.  Mr. Scott recommended hiring Dan Kinder.  Mr. Scott invited the Council to a Taxpayers Association meeting on February 8, 2010 to hear Mr. Kinder speak.
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1) Tree Warden Appointment

a)
Memorandum from RIDEM, Division of Forest Environment

b) Request for reappointment

i)
Steven Saracino

c)
Letter of Recommendation from James Rugh, Chair of the Tree Preservation and Protection Committee

It was moved by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor White to reappoint Steven Saracino as Tree Warden for the Town of Jamestown.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Jamestown Housing Authority (one vacancy for a term ending 12/31/201412)

a)
Applications




i)
Deborah-Ann Owens
It was moved by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor Winsor to appoint Deborah-Ann Owens to the Jamestown Housing Authority.  So unanimously voted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Boards, Commissions and Committee Review (ongoing)

a)
Water Resource Protection Committee

Following a review of the committee charge the following suggestions were discussed:  

· possible change in the committee’s responsibilities or restructuring of the membership
· transfer duties to the Jamestown Conservation Commission

· retain committee on an as-needed basis

· discharge committee

· establish a list of experts in this field for possible ad hoc committee

It was the consensus of the Council to relook at the Water Resource Protection Committee at the April meeting of the Board of Water and Sewer Commission.

b)
Town Buildings and Facilities Committee

The Town Administrator stated that the Town Buildings and Facilities Committee could be used to assist the Town in looking at energy initiatives.  
It was the consensus of the Council to request suggestions from Councilor Murphy, committee liaison, and the Town Administrator on new initiatives for this committee.
2)
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)  (ongoing)

The Town Solicitor noted that he has been in contact with the Attorney General’s office.  It still must be determined if the Council wants to become involved with the coalition that is being formed to address the LNG issue.   The Town Solicitor noted that he continues to gather information for the Council to assist in their decision.  
The Town Administrator stated that he is waiting for additional information on the summit that is being organized by the Alliance for a Livable Newport.  This is a non-governmental entity that has taken on the role of bringing together all interested parties.  
In answer to Councilor Winsor’s question on intervenor status, the Town Solicitor noted that if Council chooses they can apply for intervenor status “out of time” at any time.  

Councilor Winsor asked if the Selectman from Somerset could provide some additional information..  Mr. Lawless stated that Massachusetts and Rhode Island should work together.  Mr. Lawless stated that he has met with several Rhode Island representatives discussing the help that is needed in reaching the U. S. Congress and Senate.  Mr. Lawless offered to return at another time to discuss this further with the Council.
NEW BUSINESS
1) Wind Energy (for continued discussion)
Council President Schnack stated that this is a follow-up discussion to the recent work session held with the Wind Energy Committee to better understand the cost to construct the wind turbine(s) as compared to the net profit to the Town.  

There were many questions posed by the Council relating to the formula used in preparing the cumulative net profit to the Town.  There were also questions relating to the location and turbine size under consideration.  
When asked what formula was used to determine the cumulative net profit to the Town, Daniel Mendelsohn, consultant, noted that at this time the numbers are estimates, due to time constraints to provide these numbers for the Council.
There was some concern raised with the estimates and whether or not they included the avoidance of the Town’s electric bills, which would amount to about $300,000 per year.  

With the uncertainty of the cost analysis, the Council felt it premature in making a definitive decision on the location(s) and size of turbine(s) to be constructed.  There was also the uncertainty about the usage of Fort Getty and how a wind turbine located there would impact the master plan for Fort Getty.  

Both the Town Planner and Donald Wineberg, Chair of the Wind Energy Committee, encouraged the Council to consider authorizing the submittal of grant applications for funding through the Clean Renewable Energy Bond (CREB), and American Recovery Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The Council was told that there is a March deadline for this funding.  
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Winsor to instruct the Wind Energy Committee to apply for the maximum ARRA grant for a project to include two turbines at 1.65 MW each, one for a location at Taylor Point and another at Fort Getty.  It was voted, Councilor Bowen, nay; Councilor Schnack, nay; Councilor White aye; Councilor Winsor, aye.  The motion failed with two in favor and two opposed.
Council President Schnack suggested that the grant applications be prepared with a two turbine scenario and a one turbine scenario.  The numbers and an explanation of the numbers are to be presented by the consultant for both scenarios.
It was the consensus of the Council that without the substantiating cost analysis they were not able to make a decision this evening.  However, the grant applications should be prepared while the Council continues their deliberations at the February 16 Town Council meeting or if necessary at a Special Town Council meeting on February 24. 
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Winsor to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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