TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

December 7, 2009
A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 pm by Council President Michael Schnack. The following members were present:

Robert Bowen, Vice President

William H. Murphy

Michael G. White

Ellen Winsor 

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 

Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk 

Heather Lopes, Deputy Town Clerk, Pro Tem & Recording Clerk
AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

1) Presentation by William Kelly re: East Ferry Concrete Pier
It was requested by Mr. Kelly to move his presentation to unfinished business as it goes along with Unfinished Business #1 on the agenda.  It was the consensus of the Council to move the presentation to unfinished business.

2) Presentation by Bike Path Design Committee re: Reservoir off-road path

A presentation was given by Robert Sutton of 28 Rosemary Lane, Chairman of the Bike Path Committee.  Mr. Sutton gave an overview of the committee’s charge; meeting schedule; members; and the progress of the past 18 months.  In addition to Mr. Sutton, the entire Bike Path Committee, as well as Michael Gray, Town Engineer, and Steven Goslee, Public Works Director was in attendance with the exception of the Department of Transportation Representative.  He also stated the main focus of the past 4-6 months has been the connection of the east and west bike paths.  Main points made by Mr. Sutton included: the proposed path would be solely on Town of Jamestown property; the proposed path would share the same right-of-way that is utilized by the Water Department; Eldred Ave would need to remain accessible to Narragansett Electric; the addition of cross-walks on East Shore Rd. and Eldred Ave.  Details of the design of the path include a 12 ft width with 2 ft. grass shoulders wherever possible and a blacktop surface.  In all the research done, blacktop surfaces are the most beneficial due to cost; provide the longest lasting surface; is useful year-round and are handicap accessible.  Provisions on the ingress and egress for the Water Department were covered.  Construction and maintenance of the bike path were discussed and will be provided by the Public Works Department as they are available.  The removal and alteration of the pavement at the end of Eldred Ave. to reduce coverage to 10 ft from 40 ft and the availability of Federal & State funding specifically earmarked for the development of bike paths were reviewed by Mr. Sutton.  It is believed in the middle to end of next year funding may be received and work may begin.
Council President Schnack asked about ownership of the land to be utilized to which the response was the land is completely Town owned and no easements would be required from any private property owners.   Councilor Winsor asked if the Town or Bike Path Committee have any funds available from the path from years ago.  Lisa Bryer, Town Planner, stated a North Road project has funding available, but not this one and a dollar amount won’t be set until a project is past the study phase.  Councilor Winsor asked the necessity of removing the end of Eldred Avenue. Mr. Sutton stated several esthetic reasons as well as some mitigating purposes.  Signage for the area as to the restriction of motor vehicle access was also discussed.  
Mr. Sutton stated the next step would be to have Michael Gray, the Town Engineer, perform an “existing condition” survey which he proposes to have done this winter.  This presentation is an update to the Council and no Council action was required other than support for the project.
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
November 16, 2009 (special meeting)

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Library Board of Trustees (10/06/09)

b)
Jamestown Conservation Commission (9/8/09, 10/13/09)

c) 
Jamestown Housing Authority (9/16/09, 10/14/09)

d) 
Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (9/22/09)

e)
Jamestown Board of Canvassers (11/12/09)
f)
Bike Path Design Committee (9/2/09, 10/7/09)

5) Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns

a)
Resolution from North Providence Town Council re: opposition to mandatory binding arbitration on monetary matters for teachers

b) 
Resolution from North Smithfield School Committee re: opposition to any and all binding arbitration legislation currently being considered for teacher contracts

6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

A motion was made by Councilor White and seconded by Councilor Murphy to accept the Consent Agenda as submitted excluding items #2 Bills and Payroll; #4 CRMC Notices a) and b); and #5 b) Resolution from Glocester.  So unanimously voted. 

************************************

2) 
Bills and Payroll
Councilor Murphy asked regarding the amount of $12,500 for the ambulance trainer if purchasing requirements for competitive bidding were used.  Town Administrator, Bruce Keiser, stated he continues to look into this issue.  Information will be provided to the Council. 

            4)
CRMC Notices
 a)
Cease and Desist Orders for PBH Realty, LLC c/o Procaccianti Group

i)
09-0121 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

ii)
09-0122 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

iii)
09-0126 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

iv)
09-0127 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

v)
09-0128 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

vi)
09-0129 re: plat 12 lot 41; Beavertail Road

b) Cease and Desist Orders for Paul Hamilton and Patricia Young

i) 09-0136 re: plat 12 lot 42; Beavertail Road

ii) 09-0140 re: plat 12, lot 42; Beavertail Road

iii) 09-0141 re: plat 12, lot 42; Beavertail Road

iv) 09-0142 re: plat 12, lot 42; Beavertail Road

Council Vice President Bowen asked if this was an excessive number of violations for the same piece of property.  Mr. Keiser states there was a similar issue with the same property approximately two years ago where a significant clearing of the coastal area and an order was made by CRMC to replace the vegetation.  This is a second violation and this notice has also gone to the neighboring property owner as well regarding the extensive clearance of the coastal area without a CRMC permit.  

Chris Powell, of the Conservation Commission is familiar with this issue and has been asked by Council President Schnack to speak during Open Forum.

5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

b)
Resolution from Town of Glocester Town Council re: opposition to House Bill 5831 and Senate Bill 606 which would reduce the Rhode Island Housing foreclosure period from five years to one or two years depending upon property owner circumstances

Councilor Winsor makes a motion to move this item to New Business on the next meeting agenda, Seconded by Councilor Murphy.  So unanimously voted
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
1)
Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) litigation re:  Dutton vs. Town of Jamestown 

.Council President Schnack announced that the Council expects to meet in executive session, pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) litigation re:  Dutton vs. Town of Jamestown.
COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator’s Report (verbal)
Bruce Keiser, Town Administrator, report included the need to arrange dates for a work session.  A work session for goal setting for the Council and Department Heads and an Executive Session for collective bargaining strategies are needed.  Dates in December were discussed and it was suggested for Mr. Keiser and the Town Clerk to look to January dates instead.  There is not a starting date for negotiations as of yet.  
Mr. Keiser stated in further business the Recycling Committee will be meeting on December 16th at 5:00 p.m. with a representative from the Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation.  The public and Council members are encouraged to attend.  
Discussion on a second Town Council meeting for the month of December ensued and a Motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to not hold a meeting on Monday, December 21, 2009.  So unanimously voted.

An invitation was received from the School Committee Chair and the Superintendent of School to attend their goal and budget work shop on January 8, 2010 being held at the Senior Center.  

2) Finance Director’s Report
A motion was made by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor Bowen, to accept the Finance Director’s Report.  So unanimously voted.
3) JEMS October – November 2009 Report

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to accept the JEMS October - November 2009 Report.  So unanimously voted.

4) School Committee Liaison Report (per Councilor White)

A verbal report was given by School Committee Liaison Councilor White, with the assurance of continuing to work closely with the School Committee on budget issues and a suggestion to the public to attend the work sessions and meetings of the committee for input and understanding of the School Budget prior to its adoption. 
5) Jamestown Harbor Management Commission re:  request for name change to Jamestown Harbor Commission
A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to accept the Harbor Management Commission Report.  So unanimously voted.
6) Jamestown Conservation Commission re:  congratulations to newly elected Council

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to accept the letter from the Jamestown Conservation Commission.  So unanimously voted.

7) Jamestown Bike Path Committee Report  re:  Reservoir section of Jamestown Bike Path
A motion was made by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the Bike Path Committee Report.  So unanimously voted.

8) Jamestown Wind Energy Committee Report and Recommendation
A motion was made by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor Murphy to accept the Wind Energy Committee Report and Recommendation.

It was moved by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor Murphy to place this item on the January 19, 2010 meeting agenda for discussion.  So unanimously voted.
PUBLIC HEARING

None

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

 1)        Resolution No. 09-016 re: Designation of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as the Basis for all Incident Management for the Town of Jamestown

Mr. Keiser stated the Town of Jamestown has been a part of this system for the past several years.  The procedures were put in place following September 11, 2001 and Hurricane Katrina.  They were designed to provide a uniform response system between all public safety responders within communities and between states and the Federal Government.  This resolution was requested by the Federal Government for support.  If the resolution is not supported the Town of Jamestown may put themselves in jeopardy of receiving grant funding from Homeland Security funds.  
A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to approve the signing of the Resolution 09-016, Designation of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as the Basis for all Incident Management and to send a copy to the Fire Department and JEMS.  

Mr. Keiser adds that all the public safety agencies and emergency responders within the town have taken various levels of course training in national incident command system work.  All three agencies endorse this resolution.  Council Vice President asked if there are any costs involved with this training.  There is no cost associated.  
So unanimously voted.
2)
Resolution No. 09-017 re:  A Resolution Establishing a Temporary Moratorium on the Issuance of Building Permits for Duplex and Multi-Family Dwelling Units in the R-8, R-20, CL and CD Zoning Districts

Mr. Keiser states that during the revision process of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance for the Village regarding design and land use elements this item was overlooked.  As it allows currently there is the possibility of excessive lot coverage for duplex dwellings beyond what was intended for the Village area lots.  This resolution is intended to amend that oversight.

Lisa Bryer, Town Planner, stated there currently is an approved subdivision currently in the development stage that has not received building permits as yet and would not like to prevent them from obtaining permits.  This resolution would pertain to any unapproved developments from this point on.  Councilor Winsor questioned if this was only for undersized lots.  Lisa Bryer stated this is a moratorium for all building permits for multi-family dwellings in the R-8, R-20, CL and CD zoning districts.

A motion was made by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor Winsor to accept the resolution.  So unanimously voted. 
A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen to accept the amendment by the Town Planner for the Resolution 09-017.  So unanimously voted. 

3) Resolution No. 09-018 re:  Relative to the Acceptance of Land from    Maureen    H. Francoeur – Assessor’s Plat 16, Lot 51

Mr. Keiser stated this is a land donation proposed by the land owner for a lot approximately 5,000 square feet in the north Shores area.  The lot is a very wet lot and is being donated for tax benefits to the owner at no cost to the Town of Jamestown.  

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen, to accept Resolution 09-018 Relative to the Acceptance of Land from Maureen H. Francoeur - Assessor’s Plat 16, Lot 51.  So unanimously voted.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Copy of letter from Karen (Coffee) Bell to the Jamestown Housing Authority Board re:  disposal of plastic bags containing leaves

A motion was made by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor White, to accept communication number 1, a letter from Karen (Coffee) Bell.  So unanimously voted.

2)
Letter of congratulations from Nancy Cloud

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to accept the letter of congratulations from Nancy Cloud.  So unanimously voted.
3)
Letter from Cynthia Levesque re:  the cost of public services and improvements to the infrastructure and how they should be funded

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from Cynthia Levesque.  So unanimously voted.  

4)
Letter from the Taxpayers’ Association of Jamestown re:  request for presentation to Council members at the January 4, 2010 Council meeting

Councilor Winsor asked if this could be acted upon and approved tonight, Council President Schnack stated he has asked for it to be put on the January 4, 2010 agenda. 

A motion was made by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from the Taxpayer’s Association of Jamestown.  So unanimously voted.   

5)
Letter of recommendation from Thomas Ginnerty for the continued representation of Ruggiero, Orton and Brochu as legal counsel

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen to accept the letter of recommendation from Thomas Ginnerty.  So unanimously voted. 
6) Request from the Jamestown Special Education Local Advisory Committee re: discussion with the Town Council to hold budget meetings/workshops, and to request that SELAC be allowed to speak at open forums at all Council budget meetings for the public
Council Vice President Bowen asked if this is a sanctioned town committee.  Cathy Kaiser stated this committee is a legally required committee for the School Department.  Council President Schnack stated that once the Council reaches the time for public budget meetings and workshops that workshops will be open for public comment and anyone will be able to speak at them.  
A motion was made by Council Vice President Bowen, seconded by Councilor Murphy to accept the request from the Jamestown Special Education Local Advisory Committee.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1)
Victualing License TRANSFER Application:


a)
Transfer of Hina Enterprises, Inc. dba: Jamestown Mobil to 



Ranj A. Muhajir dba: Jamestown Mist, LLC located at 




plat 9 lot 246; 35 Narragansett Avenue to operate from 6:00 am to 



Midnight


2)
Holiday License TRANSFER Application:



a)
Transfer of Hina Enterprises, Inc. dba: Jamestown Mobil to 



Ranj A. Muhajir dba: Jamestown Mist, LLC 





located at plat 9 lot 246; 35 Narragansett Avenue to 





operate from 6:00 am to Midnight

Attorney John Murphy was present representing Jamestown Mist and is working with the Town Clerk’s Office and the State of Rhode Island to ensure all the proper paperwork for this transfer is in order.  

A motion was made by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor White, to approve the Victualing and Holiday licenses for Jamestown Mist LLC subject to the normal procedures.  So unanimously voted.

3)
Event/Entertainment License Application



a)
Applicant:
Paws and Claws Pet Fund:  Barbara Szepatowski
Event:

10th Annual Doggie Parade

Place:

Narragansett Avenue

Date:
Saturday, December 19, 2009, 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen to approve the event license for the Paws and Claws 10th Annual Doggie Parade.  So unanimously voted.
OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

a) Arthur Christman re: Jamestown water

Arthur Christman of 42 Winsor St. requested clarification on what the designation of One Source Aquifer consists of.  After an overview from Councilor Winsor, Mr. Christman requested the Council consider a resolution or ordinance to include all island residents during a water ban, not just those on town water and sewer, unless the resident has a cistern on their property for outdoor water use.  He also asks that this be resolved before the next water ban is in effect.  
Town Administrator, Bruce Keiser, stated this would be an issue for the Council to handle at a Water & Sewer meeting, when acting as such board.  Mr. Keiser stated the suggestion of Mr. Christman has been discussed at the state level regarding the concern of water conservation outside of public water supply areas. 
b) Non-scheduled request to address

Dan Capuano of 65 Cedar Lane recommends the Town work “hand in hand” with solid waster contractors to save money regarding waste removal.  Mr. Capuano also suggested if a resident does not participate in recycling then their trash doesn’t get picked up as other areas are doing.  Mr. Keiser stated after the next meeting with Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation, the plan is to meet with the Teixeira’s of Island Rubbish for their suggestions.  Mr. Capuano also suggests having meetings with the residents and the children of Jamestown to get everyone involved and this would in turn save money for the taxpayers and the Town of Jamestown. 
Bucky Brennan of 238 Narragansett Ave spoke in support of the proposed North Pond (East Island) Bike Path with the suggestions of making the section of path that runs next to the Community Farm a straight path for safety reasons as well as keeping the option of school bus storage at the end of Eldred Ave.  Mr. Brennan also stated he believes the permit from the state may be approved without removing the blacktop in this area.  Council President Schnack suggested Mr. Brennan bring his concerns to the Bike Path Committee.  Mr. Keiser stated it is strongly believed that an off site mitigation will need to be constructed to receive the proper permits.  Mr. Keiser also mentioned this part of Eldred Ave. contributes significantly to the scenic value of the area and parking buses there would distract from that.  

Rosemary Woodside of 23 Skysail Ct. spoke against any possibility of public access with the placement of the bike path near the reservoir or any public water source.   
Representative Deb Ruggiero of 78 Columbia Ave spoke in regards to House Resolution 2009-H 6447 cosponsored by herself and Representatives Gallison, Martin, A Rice, and Gablinske.  This resolution addresses the concerns and objection to the proposed Weaver’s Cove Energy LLC’s construction of an LNG terminal in Fall River, Massachusetts.  Representative Ruggiero stated the number of groups that are believed to be negatively affected by this terminal. Representative Ruggiero requested the Town Council considers a similar resolution.  It is suggested that the federal delegation be pressed to change the laws allowing this construction. Councilor Murphy also suggests a resolution be drafted to send to the state delegates.  
Bruce Livingston of Racquet Rd brought to the Council’s attention an article in the Newport This Week that mentions a letter from the Massachusetts Department of Energy stating there is no need for an LNG facility in their area.  
Christopher Powell, Chairman of the Conservation Commission, commented on the cease and desist orders in the Council’s packets.  He began with an overview of the history of violations of the PBH Realty LLC and the Procaccianti Group and the current inclusion of the neighboring property with violations.  The Conservation Commission will address this issue at their next meeting and report to the Town Council at the January 4, 2010 meeting. 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1)
Resignation from Bob Bowen from the Wind Energy Committee

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to accept the resignation of Bob Bowen from the Wind Energy Committee.  So unanimously voted. 


2)
Resignation from Bob Bowen from the Harbor Management Commission 



A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to accept the resignation of Bob Bowen from the Harbor Management Commission.  So unanimously voted. 


3)
Resignation from William H. Murphy from the Jamestown Fire 



Department Compensation Committee

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen, to accept the resignation of William Murphy from the Jamestown Fire Department Compensation Committee.  So unanimously voted. 


4)
Resignation from Mark Baker from the Conservation Committee

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Council Vice President Bowen, to accept the resignation of Mark Baker from the Conservation Commission.  So unanimously voted. 


5)
Resignation from Gary Girard from the Jamestown Planning Commission

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to accept the resignation of Gary Girard from the Jamestown Planning Commission.  So unanimously voted. 


6)
Resignation from Kevin Carty from the Library Board of Trustees

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to accept the resignation of Kevin Carty from the Library Board of Trustees.  So unanimously voted. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1)
Approval for expenditure for estimates for the concrete pier at East Ferry
Moved from awards, presentations, and acknowledgements, William Kelly of 76 Reservoir Cir made a power point presentation regarding the concrete pier at East Ferry.  Mr. Kelly stated the existing, deteriorating conditions of the pier in an otherwise picturesque waterfront.  Mr. Kelly also noted the details of construction options drawn from the charrette in 2007 to include creation of a wooden pier over the existing concrete slab with seating.  In addition to several other benefits this would also eliminate a current potential hazard and liability for the Town.  Mr. Kelly stated he presented these plans to the Jamestown Harbor Commission on November 4, 2009 with very favorable results.  Discussion ensued regarding moving the touch and go dock and the fire boat.  This may possibly save the Town funds by no longer renting dock space from the marina.  The possibility of moving the current touch and go dock was addressed as well.  This is being worked on by the Harbor Commission.  Council President Schnack asked if there is a cost estimate for the project.  There is not a final figure as yet.  Council action is required to approve the change in the current Harbor budget expenditures to include the $2,000 for engineering plans.    
A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White to approve the expenditure of $2,000.00 for the Harbor Commission for the expenditure of the concrete pier at East Ferry.  So unanimously voted.


2)
Appointment of Legal Counsel



a)
Town Solicitor (presently Peter D. Ruggiero, Esq.)

Discussion ensued regarding the cost of service; services provided; term of service; and the possibility of going out for a competitive bid.  Mr. Ruggiero’s firm is endorsed by the Town Administration and has billed less than what was appropriated for this position.  The time frame for a new bid is approximated at eight weeks. 

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to approve Peter D. Ruggiero, Esq. as Town Solicitor. Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Nay.  Motion passed with 4 in favor and 1 opposed.  


b)
Planning and Zoning Solicitor (presently Wyatt Brochu)

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to approve Wyatt Brochu as Planning and Zoning Solicitor. Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Nay.  Motion passed with 4 in favor and 1 opposed.  



c)
Criminal Prosecutor (presently Carolyn Mannis, Esq.)

A motion was made by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Bowen, to approve Carolyn Mannis, Esq. as Criminal Prosecutor. Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Nay.  Motion passed with 4 in favor and 1 opposed.  

NEW BUSINESS
1)
LNG (Liquid Natural Gas) Hess Oil Weavers Cove: general discussion and action plan going forward, including legal discussion, in anticipation of the 60 day public comment period after release of upcoming Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 'Hess Oil Weavers Cove Draft Environmental Impact Statement'; for developing a timeline of critical junctures and legal pressure points; for coordination with other individuals, entities and groups locally, statewide, and nationally, including RI and U.S. representatives, and a formal introduction of the new Jamestown LNG Working Group (LNG WG) as a resource. (per Councilor Winsor)
Councilor Winsor discussed the possible effects on water activities and to the resident’s quality of life as well as possible effects to the local economy.  She also stated the limited time frame for a response and the cost for security issues are not covered by Hess.  The LNG WG, a private group, is looking for the Town Council’s support and letters stating such.  Councilor Winsor also gave an overview of the members of LNG WG.  Councilors Murphy and Bowen requested more information for their review.  Councilor White agrees action needs to be taken to show opposition to the facility.  The consensus of the Council was to have letters sent to State Representatives stating Jamestown’s opposition to the facility as well as a letter to Sue Dean Kelly of FERC, requesting she remain on the commission. 
Councilor Murphy supported a resolution putting the Town on record as in opposition to the proposed LNG facility. Councilor Schnack asked that Bruce Keiser work with the Town Clerk and Deb Ruggiero to draft a resolution and to contact neighboring communities as to their actions to this issue.  He also asked Mr. Keiser to gather more information and provide copies to the Council for their review.

A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor White, to create a resolution the puts Jamestown on record in opposition to the proposed LNG facility sighting the potential dangers to our citizens, the environment, and the economy and to mirror Representative Ruggiero’s resolution.  Councilor Murphy authorizes the council president to sign it.  It was requested that the resolution be forwarded to State and Federal delegation as well as the State of Massachusetts permitting board.
Council President Schnack requested this item remain on future council agendas as unfinished business for the near future. 

Mr. Keiser stated he will communicate with our congressional delegation regarding the Town Council’s interest in Commissioner Sue Dean Kelly to remain on FERC.  

2)
Water & Sewer Committee/Think Tank:  Infrastructure repairs for our aging system, bills, existing debt going forward and current funding options require a proactive approach for competing limited resources; therefore, a committee to work in collaboration with the Town Council. (per Councilor Winsor)
A motion was made by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor Bowen, to have this item moved to the Board of Water & Sewer meeting on January 19, 2010.

Councilor Winsor voiced her concern over the possible loss of grant money due to moving to slowly.  She would like to see a group of citizens with various expertise to assist the Town with the facilities. 

3)
Budget or Finance Committee/Think Tank:  US economy and state cut backs create a particular need for strong focus and examination of the Town budget/processes/options through out the fiscal year; therefore, a committee to work in collaboration with the Town Council. (per Councilor Winsor)
Councilor Winsor would like to see a group of citizens reviewing the budgets all year long in the wake of budget cuts and loss of State and Federal funding.  Councilor White is unsure about the need for more committees and has agreement from other council members.  Councilors Murphy and Bowen believe it is the Council’s responsibility to review the budgets and this Council is eager to hear from other groups and citizens regarding options.  Per the Town’s Code of Ordinance it is the Town Administrator’s responsibility to develop and report the budget for Council’s review. Mr. Keiser stated there are multiple groups working at the state level on current budget issues as well as future constraints.  
A motion was made by Councilor Bowen, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to not pursue the creation of a budget finance committee/think tank at this time.  Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Nay.  Motion passed with 4 in favor and 1 opposed.  

4)
Open Forum:  Basis for having more than one Open Forum at Town Council meetings including: 1.  Providing citizens convenient time to speak early on in Town Council meetings in order to help Democracy thrive 2.  And for providing a timely public framework for additional public thoughts and information to be brought to the fore, thoughts which can occur secondary to Town Councilor members deliberations, and should be heard before Council members vote. (per Councilor Winsor)
Councilor Winsor expressed her concern over comments from the public being allowed.  Council President Schnack stated he will open the floor to the public for comment, not off subject, before any vote is taken. Councilors Bowen, Murphy and White do not feel a second open forum is necessary. 

No action taken. 

5)
Fort Wetherill status and possible work session schedule (per Councilor Bowen)

Councilor Bowen would like to hear more details on the response from the State and the assessment of the property and where we stand in the process.  Mr. Keiser stated from soil testing stand point there are no constraints on development for the property.  He also stated the property has a high value and there has been response to the RFP put out by the Town of Jamestown.  Councilor Schnack requested Mr. Keiser provide the Council with a summary of what has been done prior to the work session.  A work session was scheduled for January 25, 2010. 

6)
Town Council Rules and Procedures for consideration; if favorable, adopt

Discussion ensued regarding the procedure of placing items on the agendas and the deadlines of such.  Requests for items to be placed on the agenda are put to the Town Clerk and the Town Administrator for evaluation of sufficient time at the next meeting.  It was requested by the Town Clerk for Council members to advise the Council President of items as a courtesy. 
A motion was made by Councilor President Schnack, seconded by Councilor Murphy, to approve the Town Council Rules and Procedures that were presented for consideration.  So unanimously voted.
7)
December Meeting Schedule

Handled under Town Administrator’s Report.

8)
Conservation Planning Consultant re: request to expend $4,000 to hire consultant with available funding in the existing capital reserve set aside for planning documents (per Town Administrator)

The memo provided by Bruce Keiser to the Council covers the delineation of the benefits of having a Planning Consultant addressing conservation and planning techniques in regulations.  Mr. Keiser recommends the proposed consultant.  Mr. Keiser also stated this has a final cost of $5,000.00, with $1,000.00 coming from the Conservation Commission Budget.
A motion was made by Councilor Winsor, seconded by Councilor Bowen, to approve the request to extend $5,000.00 to hire the consultant with the available funding from the capital reserve budget.  So unanimously voted.
9)
Fort Getty Master Plan Committee Composition and Charge
The Fort Getty Master Plan Committee is requesting, per Lisa Bryer, this item be tabled until the committee meets and discusses the reformulation.  Per Bruce Keiser, in either January or February the committee will be requesting a meeting with the Town Council to bring them up to date on the status of their work. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Winsor to enter into executive session at 9:56 p.m., pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (2) litigation re:  Dutton vs. Town of Jamestown.  Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Aye.  Motion passed with 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  
Upon the return of the Council from executive session, it was moved by Councilor Murphy, seconded by Councilor Bowen to seal the minutes of the executive session.  Vote Schnack - Aye; Bowen - Aye; Murphy - Aye; White - Aye; Winsor - Aye.  Motion passed with 5 in favor and 0 opposed. 

It was announced that there were no votes taken in executive session. 

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Winsor to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 

Attest:

Heather Lopes
Deputy Town Clerk, Pro Tem
C:
Town Council (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation 
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