TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION
October 28, 2009
A work session of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue at 6:30 pm by Council President Julio J. DiGiando. The following members were present:

Michael White, Vice-President

William A. Kelly

Robert W. Sutton, Jr.

Barbara A. Szepatowski 

Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

James Bryer, Jr., Fire Chief
Howard Tighe, Deputy Fire Chief/Fire Marshall

Sandy Sorlien, Zoning Consultant

Kimberly A. Turcone, Deputy Town Clerk 

Council President DiGiando opened the work session and requested that the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department give a brief presentation.
Fire Chief Bryer stated that he has been working with the Town Council over the past four to five years on concerns regarding the fire horn safety and technology.  He explained that the Fire Department is presently testing new technology with the fire horn especially at noon and 6:00 pm.  The new fire horn also has a shorter the blasts.
Councilor Szepatowski asked how the fire horn benefits the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department.  Deputy Chief Tighe explained that cell phones and pagers do not always work island wide.  The fire horn works more effectively due to the cell phone and pager “dead zones” that exist on the island.  He added that the fire horn is 100% fool proof.

Fire Chief Bryer stated that there are 33 total fire boxes on the island.  The cost to upgrade each box is approximately $10,000.00; the town itself owns 14 boxes.  He added that if the Fire Department implemented a new system not using a fire horn, a huge financial burden would be placed on the Town.
Deputy Fire Chief Tighe stated that the fire horn was established in 1964 and has worked effectively since then.  Volunteers from the northern portion as well as the southern portion of the island can hear the fire horn when an emergency is called in.
Council President DiGiando opened the work session up for public comment at 7:14 pm.  

Connie Slick stated that she appreciates that Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department and is impressed with the noticeable changes made to the fire horn.  She questioned the decibel level of the horn blasts and if there can be a fundraising event to raise funds to upgrade the system even further.

Deputy Fire Chief Tighe stated that the paging system has failed four times in the past six months.  New pages have recently replaced old ones and the radio system has been upgraded.
Andre Von Hohenleiten stated that she is a volunteer for the Fire Department and the fire horn not only makes the volunteers aware of an emergency but the community as well.
Ellen Winsor questioned if any of the volunteers had hearing problems associated with the horns on the trucks or the fire horn at the station. 

Lynn Bell stated that she has submitted her husband’s letter to the Council and that it will appear on the November 2, 2009 Council agenda.

Eric Cote thanked the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department for reviewing alternatives to the fire horn and asked what the procedure is for in regards to concerned residents.

Council President DiGiando stated that residents are welcome to submit letters to the Council or speak at Open Forum.


Martin Hellewell posed the following comments and questions to the Council:
· If the volume is controlled by air, can the volume be decreased?

· He has traveled to many places and has never heard a system like Jamestown’s.  Is there an alternative?

· Is there any funding that can be used from Homeland Security grants?

· There is a need for a flashing light on Narragansett Avenue.
· The Council is responsible for the welfare and safety of residents not the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department.

Council President DiGiando stated that if there is a request for funding, that residents are invited to write the Council a letter that can be placed on the agenda.

Gary Largess, a volunteer firefighter, stated that the Fire Department can not depend on cell phones and pages.  He agreed that the fire horn is loud but that it is also to alert the volunteers that there is an emergency.
Councilor Sutton stated that the volunteer fire department is a part of sustainability in the community and that Jamestown is lucky to have a new generation of volunteers.  He added that the Fire Department gives young volunteers a feeling of being involved in their community and saves taxpayer dollars.

Connie Slick stated that she still hears the horn at night.

Deputy Fire Chief Tighe stated that the fire horn operates between 7:00 pm to 7:00 am; however, the blasts have been shortened.  The average time between blasts is two seconds.
Mike Tiexiera, Fire Department Volunteer, stated that the horn does not qualify as a continuous sound and that the CDC has checked the noise decibels.
Connie Slick asked if there is a written plan that can be reviewed with a time table and long term costs associated to the fire horn upgrades.

The Town Administrator stated that it is at the discretion of the Town Council to raise funding for the Fire Department.  He suggested that Ms. Slick bring any funding proposals to the Town Council.
Bill Murphy, volunteer for the Fire Department, stated that the fire horn is very important at night and reiterated that cell phones and pagers are not one hundred percent reliable.

Deputy Fire Chief Tighe stated that over the past four and a half years there has been great progress through the use of new technology and hopes that the Fire Department can keep moving forward in finding a solution to the fire horn.

Councilor Kelly stated that the Volunteer Fire Department does a tremendous job and should be commended.

It was the consensus of the Town Council to adjourn at 7:56 pm. 
Attest:

Kimberly A. Turcone

Deputy Town Clerk 

c:
Town Council Members (5)
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Town Planner
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