TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

October 19, 2009 
A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 PM by Council President Julio J. DiGiando.  The following members were present: 

Michael G. White, Vice President
William A. Kelly
Robert W. Sutton, Jr.
Barbara A. Szepatowski
 

also present: 
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator
Peter D. Ruggiero Town Solicitor
Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk
Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner
Planning Commission members present:

Michael Swistak, Chair
Duncan Pendlebury

Michael F. Smith

Barry S. Holland
AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Council President DiGiando announced that the Jamestown Water Department has been named the Utility of the Year by the New England Water Works Association.  This honor was given to Jamestown because of the significant improvements to the water system infrastructure, customer service, staff training, and operations.  On behalf of the Town Council, President DiGiando commended the staff members of the Jamestown Water Department and the Public Works Director, Steven Goslee on their receiving this honor. 
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.
It was requested that items 1(a), 1(b), and 2 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to accept the consent agenda as amended.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:
1)


2)
3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Library Board of Trustees (09/01/2009)
b)
Conservation Commission (09/08/2009)
4)
CRMC Notices:

a)
October 2009 Calendar
5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
School Committee of East Greenwich re: Resolution rejecting all binding arbitration legislation being considered for teachers contracts

b)
School Committee of Exeter/West Greenwich re: Resolution in opposition to mandatory binding arbitration on monetary matters for teachers

c)
Town Council of Glocester re: Resolution in opposition of the Governor’s plan to make additional budget cuts to RI cities and towns

6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

************************************
1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
October 5, 2009 regular meeting 

Council President DiGiando directed attention to page 7, item # 2, Request for funding from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association.  President DiGiando stated that he did not remember that the motion directed taking funds from the contingency fund for the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association, but thought that the funding was to come from other monies.
The Town Administrator noted that funding would be taken from the contingency fund only if there were not other monies available.  The Town Administrator reported that he has been informed that the Governor has asked the legislature to endorse cutbacks on motor vehicle reimbursement tax revenue that cities and towns receive.  It was first thought that this would reduce payment to Jamestown by approximately $110,000.  However, it is now thought that the reduction could be fifty percent (50%) of the motor vehicle reimbursement tax revenue, or $220,000.  At this time the Town Administrator noted, he is unsure what the year-end result will be.  The loss of these funds will affect any payment of unbudgeted items.  
Councilor Kelly stated that he supports the $25,000 request for funding for the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association because it shows that the Town is willing to invest in its own asset and would serve to encourage others involved in fundraising and grant funding to do the same.  Councilor Kelly stated that a portion of the monies from the surplus auction should cover the costs of the outdated lawn mower that is in poor condition.  

The Town Administrator assured the Council that a new lawn mower will be purchased with those surplus funds.  In addition, the truck for the water department came in over budget by $5,000.  The Town Administrator noted that if necessary, some of the funding for the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association could come from the 2010 / 2011 budget year.  
b)
October 8, 2009 joint work session
Council President DiGiando noted that Clayton Carlisle is listed under the Planning Commission members present.  Mr. Carlisle is not a member of the Planning Commission.  President DiGiando stated that it was Duncan Pendlebury that was present for the Planning Commission.  
2)
Bills and Payroll

Clerk & Records


21000.767
Conanicut Yacht Club – RI Assoc. of Town Clerk’s meeting     $1,375.00

Councilor Kelly asked for additional information regarding the payment made to the Conanicut Yacht Club.  The Town Clerk answered that the $1,375.00 expense was for a meeting of the Rhode Island Association of City and Town Clerk’s hosted by the Jamestown Town Clerk.  This amount has been reimbursed to the Town by the Association.  

Public Buildings
Capital Improvement Finance

Police Station Addition

    $16,598.60

Councilor Kelly inquired into the status of the construction at the police station.  The Town Administrator stated that the project is within the $600,000 budget and is expected to be completed by the end of October.  
It was moved by Councilor DiGiando, seconded Councilor White to approve of the amended Council minutes and the bills and payroll.  So unanimously voted.
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
None

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report (as follows)
To:  

Honorable Town Council

From:  
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Date:

October 19, 2009
Subject:
Town Administrator’s Report
Shellfish Closure
DEM has provided notice that Sheffield Cove will be closed to seasonal shellfishing due to bacterial counts that exceed health standards.   The source of the contamination has not been determined; however, DEM staff working with Steve Goslee and Mike Gray, believe that decomposing animal matter from the Town’s stormwater drains is the likely cause.  
Fort Wetherill Property
In accordance with previous discussions on the potential re-use of the Fort Wetherill property, we have proceeded to evaluate the development capacity of the two-acre vacant lot on the west side of the road.  Working with a soils consultant, DPW staff dug three test holes on two different dates in July and August.  The test holes allowed the consultant to document seasonal high water table, depth to impervious layer, and soil characteristics.  The results were submitted to DEM’s Office of Water Resources for a confirmation of site suitability.  This past week we received an approved certification from OWR indicating that the parcel does not possess any known constraints to development.  Our soils consultant believes the site can support a large conventional ISDS system.  

With this information in hand, the Town is now in a position to assess the value of the Fort Wetherill property.  However, since assumptions about highest and best acceptable use will influence value, I suggest that Town Council schedule further discussion at a regular or special meeting. 

Energy Conservation Stimulus Funding
The State will receive $9.5 million in Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant funds through the federal stimulus program.  The program is targeted to local governments to make facility improvements that will reduce energy consumption in municipal and school buildings.   Funding will be allocated to cities ant towns on a per capita basis among three categories: 1) energy performance contracting; 2) base grants to plan and implement specific energy efficiency and conservation measures; and 3) competitive grants.  

Jamestown’s share within each program category is: Performance contracting: $7,811; 2) Base grant: $54,983; and 3) Competitive grant: $25,000 (baseline minimum).    

Performance Contracting

Funding for performance contracting will allow the Town to hire an energy services consultant to conduct an energy efficiency audit of Town and School buildings.   If opportunities are identified to reduce energy use, the firm may propose to make the investment with private dollars in exchange for a share of the annual energy savings.  

Base Grants

The Recreation Center heating plant is outmoded and in need of replacement.  The 2005 Warner Building Needs Assessment Report and the adopted Capital Improvement Plan have identified study and replacement of the heating system as a priority project.   Mike Gray has retained a consultant to evaluate the building and to provide a cost estimate for a new system.  We will also discuss school facility needs with the School Department.

Competitive Grant

Based on population size, Jamestown is eligible to submit a request for $25,000.  This component can be a stand alone project or supplemental funding for the Base Grant.  

I will keep the Council informed as additional information becomes available.
**************************************
Additional comments regarding the Town Administrator’s report
a) Shellfish Closure
Council President DiGiando asked that the Town Administrator request that the Town receive the test results from the State.  The Town Administrator was asked to request that DEM retest the area.  The Town Administrator noted that the Public Works Director and the Town Engineer are working closely with DEM to identify what is causing the contamination.

b) Fort Wetherill Property

The Council recognized the great value of the Fort Wetherill property and discussed its best use at great length.  Following are considerations to be discussed further:

· Conveying entire 3.6 acres, including the highway barn to a third party

· Subdividing the acreage into two 1.8 acre parcels

· Vacant parcel to the west -- highest and best use may be residential
· Contact all interested parties to determine their interests

It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Administrator move forward with determining the best use for the property and to contact DEM and other interested parties to inquire as to their interest.
c) Energy Conservation Stimulus Funding

The Council discussed the possibility of using stimulus funds for the replacement of the outdated heating system at the Recreation Center.  Concern was raised with the installation of a new system in the present location because of the mud flooring.  The Council discussed the possibility of locating a new area for the system or at the very least pouring a pad for it to put on.

It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Administrator provides current heating bills and any cost savings that might be realized with a new heating system.  The Council also requested that the cost estimate include expansion plans for the Recreation Center.
PUBLIC HEARING
1) Proposed amendment to the Jamestown Code of Ordinance re: Chapter 70 Traffic & Vehicles, Section 55 Restrictions on Certain Streets
It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor White to open the public hearing at 8:50 p.m.  So unanimously voted.
Council President DiGiando reviewed the proposed amendment and called for public comment.  There being no public comment, it was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to close the public comment portion of the public hearing.  

The Town Administrator clarified that municipal and school vehicles are exempted from the ordinance.  Regarding a Council question relating to fines, the Town Administrator stated that the fines are the same as established for moving violations.
There being no further discussion, it was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to adopt the proposed amendment to the Jamestown Code of Ordinance regarding Chapter 70 Traffic & Vehicles, Section 55 Restrictions on Certain Streets, Carr Lane.  So unanimously voted.  The adopted ordinance is as follows:

Section 70-55. Restrictions on Certain Streets.

Through trucking is prohibited on Carr Lane, except for Town-owned vehicles, emergency vehicles and home pick-ups and deliveries.  For the purposes of this provision, a truck is considered any commercially registered vehicle weighing over 7,000 pounds GVRW.  Carr Lane shall be posted on each end with the use restriction information by the Department of Public Works.  The Department of Public Works shall also post signage on East Shore Road and Route 138 as the “Truck Route”.
Section 2.
The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to the Town of Jamestown’s Code of Ordinances.

Section 3.
This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.
*********************************
2) Proposed amendment to the Jamestown Code of Ordinance re: Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Section 86-89

The Town Administrator reviewed the proposed changes to Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Division 3 Members of Volunteer Ambulance Association and Fire Department Sections 86 -89.  The Town Administrator noted that initially this ordinance was enacted to provide a stipend payment for active and retired members of the Volunteer Fire Department and Volunteer Ambulance Association.  It was established as a tax exemption of $40,000 of assessed valuation.  In the years following, the tax exemption has been increased; however, as the tax rate fluctuates, the amount of exemption fluctuated.  The proposed ordinance, as presented, has a flat-rate abatement and stabilizes the amount to be received.  The Town Administrator noted that legislation has been enacted in the General Assembly, which allows the Town of Jamestown to adopt the ordinance.  The approximate cost to the Town for 20 Fire Department Lifetime members and 9 Ambulance Association members is $21,000.
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to open the public hearing at 8:55 p.m.  So unanimously voted.
Council President DiGiando called for public comment.  There being none the public comment portion of the hearing was closed at 8:58 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Councilor Kelly supported the proposed amendment and indicated that if the Town were to pay for Fire Department Personnel to man just one pumper, it could cost the Town $1,540,000.  

Councilor Szepatowski clarified that it is the duty of the Compensation Committee to make recommendations to the tax assessor regarding the eligibility for an abatement.  The Compensation Committee reviews and maintains attendance records to provide evidence of eligibility.  

There being no other comments, it was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to approve of the changes to Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Division 3 Members of Volunteer Ambulance Association and Fire Department Sections 86 – 89, as presented.  So unanimously voted.
The adopted ordinance follows:
Section 1.
The Town of Jamestown hereby ordains that the Jamestown Code of Ordinances, Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Division 3 Members of Volunteer Ambulance Association and Fire Department Sections 86 – 89, as the same may have been heretofore amended, is hereby amended, as follows:

NOTE: words set as strikethrough are to be deleted from the ordinance; words set in bold are to be added to the ordinance. 

Sec. 66-86. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Due evidence means no exemption abatement from taxation the valuation of property, as provided in this division, shall be allowed, except upon written application therefore, which application shall be on a form prescribed by the assessor. The assessor may, at any time, inquire into the right of the claimant to an exemption abatement under this division or any continuance of the exemption abatement; and, for that purpose, he may require the filing of a new application or the submission of such proof as he shall deem necessary to determine the right of the claimant to an exemption abatement in the original instance or any continuance of the exemption abatement.

Lifetime member means a member of the town volunteer fire department and/or town volunteer ambulance association Emergency Medical Services who has achieved lifetime membership status, as such status is defined in the rules and regulations of the Volunteer fire Fire dDepartment and the Emergency Medical Services ambulance association, and who has reached the age of 65 55 years. Should a member die before reaching their 55th birth date, and is otherwise qualified as a life member, their spouse shall commence receipt of the abatement on the date the life member would have attained the age of 55 years.
Reasonably available means a member of the town volunteer fire department is

considered reasonably available for duty unless he is excused by the compensation committee by reason of his employment and/or medical condition. A member of the town volunteer ambulance association is considered reasonably available for duty unless he is excused by the compensation committee by reason of his medical condition or unless he has secured a substitute.

Resident means owning one or more taxable real estate or other property legally domiciled within the town for a period of one year ending with as of the date of assessment for the year for which the exemption abatement is claimed. Mere seasonal or temporary residence within the town, of whatever duration, shall not constitute domicile residence within the town for the purposes of this division. Absence from the town for a period of 12 months shall be prima facie evidence of abandonment of domicile in the town. The burden of establishing legal domicile within the town shall be upon the applicant.

Sec. 66-87. Exemption Abatement.
The town council grants to every member of the Jamestown Volunteer

Association Emergency Medical Services and the Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department, who is a citizen and resident of Jamestown, and to the surviving spouse of any deceased member of the same, who is a citizen and resident of Jamestown and who satisfies the qualifications hereinafter specified as defined in the rules and regulations of respective organizations and in accordance with the policies agreed upon between the town and said organizations, a tax exemption abatement, on proper claim being made thereof, commencing in the year of adoption hereof, inI the amount of $40,000 700.00 and the amount of $50,000 in every year thereafter, of assessed valuation, and such exemptions abatement shall be in addition to any other exemption abatement or exemption to which said person shall be entitled, but in no event shall any one person be entitled to an exemption abatement for membership in both the said ambulance association Emergency Medical Services and said Volunteer fFire dDepartment. Provided, however, that such exemption abatement shall not be allowed in favor of any person unless he or she shall have been certified by the Volunteer Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services compensation committees, in accordance with, established policies, rules and regulations of said organizations presented to the assessor a true and exact account of his or her ratable estate as provided for in G.L. 1956,@@ 44-5-15 and 44-5-16, for the year for which the exemption abatement is claimed, together with due evidence that he or she is so entitled to such exemption abatement.

Sec. 66-88. Eligibility.

(a) For a member to qualify for and exemption abatement under this division, he or she must attend and actively participate in not less than one meeting per month per calendar year; provided, nevertheless, that if a member is unable to attend a regularly scheduled meeting, he may attend a special meeting in lieu thereof, if scheduled and approved by the chief and deputy chief of the fire department or the board of directors of the ambulance association, as the case may be. In addition, a member of the fire department must respond to not less than one-third of all fire alarms during the calendar year for which he is reasonably available be certified to be a member in good standing, of their respective organization, as defined in the policies, rules and regulations of the Volunteer Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services organizations. 

(b) A life member shall be entitled to an exemption abatement under this division if he or she has been entitled to an exemption under this division for 13 years or he receives an exemption abatement under this division for not less than one-half of the years remaining between the date life membership status is acquired and the effective date of the ordinance from which this division is derived, or he has achieved life membership status as of the effective date of the ordinance from which this division is derived.

Sec. 66-89. Administration.

(a) The town council shall appoint a compensation committee for the Volunteer fFire dDepartment and ambulance association Emergency Medical Services, respectively. Each committee shall consist of five persons. The fire department compensation committee shall consist of three members of the fire department and two persons who are not members. The emergency ambulance association medical services compensation committee shall consist of three members of the volunteer ambulance association emergency medical services and two persons who are not members. Each member shall serve for a three-year term.

(b) Members shall be appointed for overlapping three-year terms so that no more than two membership terms will expire each year. In the event of resignation during a term, the town council shall appoint a new member to fill the unexpired portion of the term. It shall be the duty of such committees to make annual recommendations to the tax assessor regarding the eligibility for an exemption abatement under this division of each member. Pursuant thereto, such committees shall promulgate rules and regulations for the maintenance and safekeeping of such attendance records as are reasonably calculated to provide suitable evidence of eligibility under this division.
Section 2.
The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to the Town of Jamestown’s Code of Ordinances.

Section 3.
This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.
*********************************
3) Proposed changes to the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance (cont. from October 15, 2009)
Council President DiGiando noted that the public hearing on the proposed changes to the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance will continue to Thursday, October 22, 2009.
Councilor Sutton stated that he was opposed to the idea that the Town would provide the opportunity for a liquor license in the CW Zone because of the lack of space for parking.  Councilor Sutton also noted that the properties surrounding CW Zone are all residential properties.
Council President DiGiando stated that he could support there being no liquor licenses in a CW Zone, but asked if there is a requirement to notify those property owners potentially affected.
Councilor White stated that a resident was concerned that the Planning Commission is determining what a buildings value is.  However, Councilor White noted that it has been redefined with the changes presented this evening.  Councilor White noted that the Zoning Ordinance has allowed for alcohol with a special permit.  Councilor White also noted that this Council has determined that they will not be issuing any more liquor licenses.  Councilor White stated that there is great concern that those wishing to make incidental changes must go through a long and costly process to make those changes.  
Councilor Sutton stated that OSI is defined as open space - conservation preserve, which is intended to preserve, protect and enhance where appropriate environmentally sensitive and natural resource areas such as conservation areas, watersheds, reservoirs, wildlife refuges and wetlands.  OSI should not have any recreational activity such as skateboards, playgrounds, or ice rinks allowed, that type of activity is allowed in OSII.
Council President DiGiando invited public comments.
Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair, when OSI and OSII were originally proposed it was to divide conservation open space from recreational open space.  The definition of OSI and OSII clearly defines their uses.  This is an oversight that has been in the Zoning Code for sometime.  
Donald Wineberg, Beavertail Road, supported the Council’s efforts to amend the ordinance to ban heliports.  Mr. Wineberg emphasized to the Council that the noise from helicopters intrudes on neighborhoods and changes the rural character of Jamestown.  Permitting routine helicopter landings and takeoffs would be an unfair intrusion.  Mr. Wineberg stated evidence that once heliports are allowed, wildlife disappears.  Mr. Wineberg named several residents that support the ban on heliports.

Gerald Bay, Newport Street, Commodore of Conanicut Yacht Club, stated that although a next door neighbor has a permit from the Rhode Island Airport Authority to land a helicopter on his property, Mr. Bay has been assured that this neighbor has no intention of doing so.  Mr. Bay stated that his concerns were that the use of helicopters in the area of the Yacht Club would be a danger to the participants in the youth sailing program.  Mr. Bay expressed concern that a change in ownership of the neighboring property could mean a change in whether or not helicopters would be used on this property.
Councilor Szepatowski asked if the neighbor has informed the Rhode Island Airport Authority of his decision.

Councilor Sutton inquired if a helistop or heliport assumes some kind of infrastructure.  The Town Planner answered that it does not assume that there must be any infrastructure; it may or may not have infrastructure.

Councilor Kelly stated that he believes it is the consensus that there is no interest in having a helistop or heliport in Jamestown.

Paul Hamilton, Beavertail Road, noted that he is an active pilot flying in to the Newport airport.  Mr. Hamilton stated that he is opposed to the heliport and would like to see the definition of heliport included prohibition of takeoffs and landings and the prohibition of establishing a heliport.  Mr. Hamilton stated that if a heliport or helistop were to be allowed in Jamestown, there are many people that can afford to take advantage of it.

Peter Monti, Beavertail Road, stated that he is owner of a large strip of land; however, it was never his intent to do anything with it but enjoy the land.  Mr. Monti congratulated the Council on their stand against allowing heliports in Jamestown.
Michael Smith, West Reach Drive, made a lengthy statement indicating his opposition to the proposed zoning amendments.  Mr. Smith stated that this proposed amendment will make many more of the lots in the downtown area from the golf course to the lots on the south side of Hamilton Avenue, and from East Ferry to West Ferry non-conforming through the new concept of maximum lot widths and maximum setbacks.  R8 and R20 districts it will change the way building permits are issued.  In the CL and CD districts it will change the property rights of all of the owners.  Mr. Smith went on to list the ways in which the proposed zoning amendment would be used as a pattern book for construction.  Mr. Smith expressed his opposition to the time and money that would be added to a construction project by the adoption of these proposed amendments.
Wendy Waller, Beavertail Road, stated that she has been directly and severely impacted by stormwater runoff; however, her property is not protected by any of the current ordinances.  Ms. Waller asked that the ordinance should take into consideration impervious coverage like Westerly does.  Ms. Waller requested that we do an impervious coverage so that incentivize people do low impact development and require pervious coverage to protect properties not covered by the high groundwater table ordinance.
There being no there being no other comments at this time, it was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor White to continue the public hearing on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to Wednesday, October 21, 2009.  So unanimously voted.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Request a Public Hearing date re: An Ordinance of the Town of Jamestown Prohibiting the Feeding of Certain Species of Wild Animals
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to advertise a public hearing for November 2, 2009, on the proposed ordinance prohibiting the feeding of certain species of wild animals.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Request a Public Hearing date re: Juvenile Hearing Board
Councilor Szepatowski asked if when the proposed ordinance regarding the Juvenile Hearing Board comes to a hearing the Council would consider adding that the State Police be allowed to make referrals to the Jamestown Police Department.
It was moved to Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to advertise a public hearing on the proposed ordinance relating to a Juvenile Hearing Board for the November 2, 2009 Council meeting.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Copy of letter from Wendy and Sydney Waller re: Jamestown Volunteer Fire Department
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Kelly to accept the letter from Wendy and Sydney Waller.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter to the Town Council from Renie Sullivan, Yearbook Committee Advisor re: Jamestown Class of 2010 Yearbook ads/boosters

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from Renie Sullivan, Yearbook Committee Advisor and to put the letter on the November 2 Council agenda.  So unanimously voted.
3)
Letter to the Town Council from A. Ralph Mollis, RI Secretary of State re: Quonset Development Corporation
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from the Secretary of State.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None

OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 
None

2) Non-scheduled request to address

Norma Willis, North Main Road, asked how the coyote ordinance would be funded and suggested that prior to considering such a law the Council would take an educational approach.  
Councilor Sutton stated that issues such as how the proposed ordinance should be enforced and who would enforce it will come out at the hearing.  

Arthur Christman, Winsor Street, stated that when feeding birds at birdfeeders, there is no way to stop feeding squirrels.

Michael Smith asked if the ordinance covers composting.

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS
1)
Request to award bid for a new 4-wheel drive utility truck for the Water Department to Colony Ford Truck Center in an amount not to exceed $44,540.00

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to award the bid for a new 4-wheel drive utility truck for the Water Department to Colony Ford Truck Center in an amount not to exceed $44,540.00.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Discussion re: the Town’s responsibility in regards to lost, stray or misplaced animals in Jamestown.  Request to also discuss if the Town has an agreement with the Town of North Kingstown, the duration of the agreement, the longevity of the agreement and if euthanization is used.  (per Councilor Szepatowski)
There was a general discussion on how the Town should handle the increased number of stray cats on Jamestown.  Councilor Szepatowski stated that any State mandates should be followed; however, the Town should have some type of a process to be followed.  It was the consensus of the Council that there should be an animal management and shelter plan and instructed the Town Administrator to prepare a policy to be reviewed by the Council.
3)
Establishment for non-profit status for the non-educational Recreation Department, Teen Center and Youth Programs (per Councilor Szepatowski)
Councilor Szepatowski stated that in conjunction with the Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force and the Teen Center working through the Recreation Department, there are grants that are available if the Teen Center and Youth Programs, establish a non-profit status entity.  Councilor Szepatowski stated that there is a resident that would assist in spearheading this effort.  Councilor Szepatowski stated that this non-profit entity would apply for grants to assist the recreation staff in setting up non-educational programs.  This would not require the Town to take on any additional responsibilities.  It would be much like a booster club.
Councilor Kelly asked if by setting up a 501C3 this entity could help get grant funding for the expansion of the Recreation Center.

The Town Solicitor clarified that the non-profit must be an independent entity of the Town.  It would manage their own funds and apply for their own grants.  

Councilor Szepatowski stated that this is informational at this time.  In the near future she will come back to the Council with a model of the structure and relationship with the Town.  
4)
Relocation of bus shelter at East Ferry
The Town Administrator noted that there has been ongoing conversation relating to the moving of the bus shelter in order to open up the view from Narragansett Avenue, leaving Memorial Square unobstructed.  The Town Administrator stated that this has been discussed with the American Legion, William Munger, and the Town Planner.  There is a general agreement that the north side of the access ramp at the concrete pier is the best location for the bus shelter, if agreeable with the Council. It was noted that RIPTA will require a notification if the location of the bus shelter is to be changed.  The shelter will be the same type as presently being used.
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to relocate the bus shelter to the north side of the access ramp to the concrete pier.  So unanimously voted.
4) Approval for expenditure for estimates for the concrete pier at East Ferry (per Councilor Kelly)
It was the consensus of the Council that this item be continued to the November 2, 2009 Council meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Council, it was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  So unanimously voted.
Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk
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