TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

October 5, 2009
A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was preceded by interviews for committee appointments and was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 PM by Council President Julio J. DiGiando.  The following members were present: 

Michael G. White, Vice President
Robert W. Sutton, Jr.
absent:
William A. Kelly
 Barbara A. Szepatowski
also present: 
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator
Peter D. Ruggiero Town Solicitor
Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk
AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

None
CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the consent agenda as presented.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a)
September 21, 2009 (regular session) 

2)
Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Planning Commission (9/2/2009, 9/16/2009)
b)
Zoning Board of Review (08/25/2009)

c)
Harbor Management Commission (08/05/2009, 08/12/2009)

d)
Jamestown Housing Authority (08/12/2009)

e)
Fort Getty Master Plan Committee (1/15/2009, 9/10/2009)

f)
Jamestown Board of Canvassers (9/17/2009)

4)
Notices:


a)
CRMC:

i)
Intention of CRMC to change the management plans, policies, procedures and regulations



ii)
Semi-Monthly Agenda: September 22, 2009

5)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
Newport School Committee re: resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

b)
Town of Middletown re: resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

c)
South Kingstown School Committee re: resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

d)
Town of East Greenwich re: proclamation declaring September “Ovarian Cancer Month”

e)
Portsmouth School Committee re:  resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

f)
Middletown School Committee re:  resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

g)
Town of Hopkinton re:  resolution opposing binding arbitration legislation for teacher contracts

6)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
None 

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report (verbal)
The Town Administrator noted the following upcoming meetings:
10/8/2009 @ 6 p.m.
Planning Commission / Town Council Work Session:  Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments

10/15/2009 @ 7 p.m.
Public Hearing re:  Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments

10/24/2009 @ 9 a.m. – 12 Noon
Open House at the new Highway Facility

10/28/2009 @ 6:30 p.m.

Town Council / Fire Department Representative re:



Fire Horn
Fort Getty
The Town Administrator informed the Council that National Grid will be installing a new conductor at Fort Getty in an attempt to prevent any future stray voltage.
School Bus Storage
The Town Administrator stated that the School Superintendent has requested that the Town supply a parking area for school buses.  The legislation for State-wide school busing system has not provided relief for Jamestown.  As an alternative cost-saving plan, the School Superintendent has suggested parking the eight to ten school buses that service Jamestown Students at the end of Eldred Avenue.  This would be for a possible five-year contract, with the bus company paying for parking storage.  
School Committee Chair Kaiser stated that these buses are presently stored at the school; however, plans are being finalized to have the school parking area repaved.
In Council discussion, several issues were talked about; those being:
· Identify other areas that may be considered

· Discuss location with the Police Chief

· Location to be in an area accessible to police

· Bus Company to provide fencing to protect buses from vandalism

The Town Administrator was instructed to discuss the storage of school buses with the Police Chief and report back to the Council.

Bus Shelter
The Town Administrator stated that there is still interest in moving the bus shelter presently located at Memorial Square.  Several locations at the East Ferry area are being looked at.  The Town Administrator stated that he would provide additional information at an upcoming meeting.
2) JEMS: August/September 2009 Report
3) Finance Director’s Report

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the August/September 2009 report from JEMS and the report from the Finance Director.  So unanimously voted.
PUBLIC HEARING

None
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Proposed Ordinance amendment to Chapter 70 Traffic and Vehicles, Section 55 Restrictions on Certain Streets  re:  Carr Lane; if favorable, order advertising for 10/19/2009 hearing date
It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to order advertising for a hearing on the proposed ordinance amendment to Chapter 70 Traffic and Vehicles, Section 55 Restrictions on Certain Streets, regarding Carr Lane for October 19, 2009.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Proposed Ordinance amendments to Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Division 3 Members of Volunteer Ambulance Association and Fire Department; Sections 86 – 89; if favorable, order advertising for 10/19/2009 hearing date

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to order advertising for a public hearing on the proposed ordinance amendment to Chapter 66 Taxation and Finance, Division 3 Members of Volunteer Ambulance Association and Fire Department, Sections 86 – 89 for October 19, 2009.  So unanimously voted.
COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Copy of letter from Dolores M. Hellewell re: misleading “reporting” on the cyclist collision in the Jamestown Press of 09/17/2009
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Dolores M. Hellewell.  So unanimously voted. 

2)
Letter from Thomas F. Ginnerty re: tax sale lots

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Thomas F. Ginnerty.  So unanimously voted. 

3)
Letter from Cynthia Levesque re:  Jamestown fire horn

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Cynthia Levesque.  So unanimously voted.
4)
Letter from Dorianna Carella and Andrea Colognese re: chicken complaints

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Dorianna Caralla and Andrea Colognese.  So unanimously voted.
5)
Letter to the Town Council President from Governor Donald L. Carcieri re: Community Development Block Grant, Recovery (CDBG-R) award of $140,750.00

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Governor Donald L. Carcieri.  So unanimously voted.
6)
Information letter from South County Hospital

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from South County Hospital.  So unanimously voted.
7)
Invitation from the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns to the 40th Annual Dinner Meeting on Tuesday, October 27, 2009

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the invitation from Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns.  So unanimously voted.
8) Letter from Clayton Carlisle re:  unused project funding

The Town Administrator stated that the project which Mr. Carlisle has mentioned in his letter has been completed.  The Town Planner will be forwarding a request to RIDEM for the matching grant funding.  The Town expended $10,370.00 in in-kind services as their part of the matching funds.  
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from Clayton Carlisle and instruct the Town Administrator to contact Mr. Carlisle to inform him of how the grant funding was used.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1) One Day Peddler & Entertainment License Application:
a)
Applicant:

Jamestown Teen Center

Place:


Recreation Center

Date:


Saturday, October 24, 2009


Time:


1:00 – 4:00 pm


Sales:


Baked Goods & T-Shirts


Entertainment:

Band
2) One Day Event/Entertainment Application

a)
Jamestown Jack O’Lantern Jog


Applicant:

Jamestown Parks and Recreation


Place:


Recreation Center


Date:


Sunday, October 25, 2009


Time:


11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
b)
Art Exhibit:  Earth, Fire, Water and Air 

Applicant:

Conanicut Island Art Association


Place:


Town Hall


Date:


Thursday, November 19, 2009


Time:


5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
c) 34th Annual Save The Bay, Swim for Narragansett Bay

Applicant:

Save The Bay

Place:


Potter Cove/Taylor Point

Date:


July 17, 2010, Fog date:  July 18, 2010

Time:


4 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. (new time)
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to issue the licenses as requested.  So unanimously voted.
OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

a) Betty Hubbard re:  2009 Preservation Local Grant Award

In clarifying any concerns in the awarding of a grant entitled “2009 Preservation Local Grant Application for Shoreby Hill Historic District: Inventory Update and Nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic Places” Ms. Hubbard provided the Town Council with information relating to the 2002 Jamestown Comprehensive Community Plan indicating that “…listing in the National Register is a tool to encourage the preservation and recognition of our national heritage.  Further, the register is not intended to hinder progress; it is a reminder that the preservation and re-use of properties giving Jamestown its identity are part of progress.  Listing in the National Register does not require the owner to preserve or maintain the property.”  
Councilor Sutton asked for additional clarification to ensure that residents of Shoreby Hill would in no way be required to participate individually unless they wanted to.  Ms. Hubbard indicated that participation in the National Register of Historic Places is non-regulatory.
b) Ellen Winsor re:  Tax lots in the Shores

Ms. Winsor encouraged the Council to take steps to protect the one hundred (100) tax sale lots.  Ms Winsor suggested three options for the protection of those lots:  1) zoning ordinance amendments relating to the protection, 2) establishment of a municipal land trust, or 3) Conanicut Island Land Trust / Conservation Commission stewardship.  Ms. Winsor stated that the highest and best use of the land should be considered as a recharge area.
2) Non-scheduled request to address

William Ritter, Whittier Road, questioned the process used for designating Shoreby Hill a historic district, and asked if individuals would have the option to withdraw.
Betty Hubbard stated that they would have the option to withdraw at any time.
Jill Anderson, West Reach Drive, stated that the Town vehicles and school buses should not use Carr Lane as an access road unless they had a specific reason, such as students living on Carr Lane or in the case of Town vehicles, road work.

Robert Dupre, 75 Green Lane, spoke in favor of the Shoreby Hill Historic District, stating that there are benefits if a resident chooses to follow specific guidelines.  One benefit mentioned was a 10% tax credit for exterior work.  Mr. Dupre stated that he would like to see Carr Lane classified as a historic district.  

Numi Mitchell, Howland Avenue, commended the Council on their land conservation efforts.
William Ritter, clarified that the 10% tax credit is only for Rhode Island residents.

Ellen Winsor, stated that she supports the naming of Shoreby Hill as a historic district.  Ms. Winsor mentioned that the Potter League was presented with a gold leadership award for their new shelter.

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS

1) Newport County Convention & Visitors Bureau (NCCVB)

a)
Letter from Donna Kohler, Jamestown’s Representative, resigning her position and recommending John McCauley to fill the seat
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter of resignation from Donna Kohler as Jamestown’s Representative on the Newport County Convention & Visitors Bureau and to instruct the Clerk to request a nomination for a new representative.  So unanimously voted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Community Sailing Program (cont. from 09/21/2009)
The Town Administrator informed the Council that he has had several residents offer their expertise regarding the development of a community sailing program.  The Town Administrator stated that he would form a working group of staff and citizens to develop a program and would expect to report back to the Council within three months.  
2)
Request for funding from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum (cont. from 09/21/2009)
Council President DiGiando noted that Council members accepted the invitation from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association and toured the Beavertail Lighthouse and Museum on Friday.  Council members were impressed with the renovation work and agreed that they would like to designate some funding for continued restoration projects at the Lighthouse as requested by the Association.  Council President DiGiando noted that the Association has requested $25,000.
The Town Administrator suggested that after the purchase of a new lawnmower, there are some funds available from the balance of monies raised through the Town auction.   The Town Administrator thought that there would be approximately $6,000 remaining from the Town auction, with an additional $10,000 available from other funding.  
It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to provide funding to the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association in the following manner:  $6,000 from the sale of used equipment and $9,000 from the contingency fund, for a total of $15,000.  So unanimously voted. 
3) 2009 Preservation Local Grant Application for Shoreby Hill Historic District: Inventory Update and Nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic Places – Town Council Endorsement (cont. from 07/06/2009)
Previously discussed in open forum.
4) Proposed acquisition of property re:  79 North Road, Affordable Housing
The following information is from the written report to the Council from the Town Administrator regarding 79 North Road:
The State Historic Preservation Commission has determined that an archaeological study is not required due to the significant disturbance during prior construction.  This determination has been confirmed by the Town Planner.  Depending on development site layout and design, financing and grant eligibility, development options could include 4-6 single family ownership units on leased property or 8 rental units.  

Financing would require voter authorization at a special financial town meeting.  Presently the town has $250,000.  With a purchase price of $350,000, the remaining $100,000 could be repaid from $50,000 capital budget appropriations for affordable housing in both FT2010-11 and 2011-12.
The Town Administrator noted that the property is scheduled for a foreclosure auction on October 8, 2009.

The Town Administrator informed the Council that the Jamestown Affordable Housing Commission does not support this project as they believe there is not sufficient return on the value because of the $75,000 per unit subsidy needed to complete the project.
The Council entered into a long discussion on their concerns with entering into a Purchase and Sale Agreement for a property that may or may not be feasible as affordable housing. 

In answer to Council questions regarding other sources of funding, the Town Administrator noted that there is State and Federal funding available; however, the remaining funds will not be allocated until next year.  

The Council reasserted their commitment to affordable housing; however, the total costs of the project and the uncertainty of whether or not the project would be affordable to the community remained a great concern to the Council.
It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to not enter into a Purchase and Sale Agreement at this time, but to continue to track the property through the process.  So unanimously voted.
NEW BUSINESS
1) The Narragansett Bay Coyote Study re:  proposed coyote ordinance 

Dr. Numi Mitchell, Lead Scientist for the Narragansett Bay Coyote Study,  provided the Council with an update on efforts to coordinate local ordinances on Aquidneck Island and Jamestown to prevent the intentional and unintentional feeding of wild animals.  Dr. Mitchell made several suggestions on proper feeding of domestic animals in order to limit access of food to coyotes, foxes, deer, opossums, raccoons, skunks, and other wild animals.  
Dr. Mitchell informed the Council that RIDEM has endorsed the efforts of the Narragansett Bay Coyote Study findings and management plan.  Dr. Mitchell stated that communities should consider a composting facility for large animal carcasses.  One possible location for Jamestown might be a facility at the transfer station.

Dr. Numi asked that the Council consider passing the proposed Jamestown Coyote Ordinance as provided.

It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to provide the proposed ordinance to the Town Solicitor for review and to put it on the October 19, 2009 agenda for consideration of advertising for hearing.  So unanimously voted.
2) Local Election Warrant (includes questions 1 – 12)

No action was taken.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Councilor White, seconded by Councilor Sutton to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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