TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

September 21, 2009

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 PM by Council President Julio J. DiGiando.  The following members were present: 

Michael G. White, Vice President
William A. Kelly
Robert W. Sutton, Jr.
Barbara A. Szepatowski
also present: 
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator
Peter D. Ruggiero Town Solicitor
Arlene D. Petit, Town Clerk
Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner

AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None
COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to open the meeting as the Council sitting as Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Board at 7:03 p.m..  So unanimously voted.

1)
Request for motion to set Alcoholic Beverage License limits for 2009-2010
It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to set the Alcoholic Beverage limits for 2009-2010 as follows:

CLASS
LIMIT
A

2

BV

8

BT

1

D

1

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski to amend the main motion to include adding an additional BV Class License.  There was no second to the motion.

The main motion was unanimously voted.
2)
2009-2010 Alcoholic Beverage License Holders

3)
Request for motion that the above applications will be in order for hearing at a meeting of said Licensing Board on Monday, November 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Jamestown Press for the September 24th & October 1st editions.  NOTICE: Is hereby given by the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown, being the Licensing Board in said Town as provided under Title 3, Chapters 1-12 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 1956, and as amended that the following RENEWAL applications have been received by the Town Council for licenses under said Act, for the year December 1, 2009 to November 30, 2010:
It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to advertise in the Jamestown Press in the September 24 and  October 1, 2009 edition for a public hearing to be held on November 2, 2009 to consider the following alcoholic beverage license renewal applications:

CLASS A (PACKAGE STORE) - RETAIL
Grapes & Gourmets, Inc.

dba: Grapes & Gourmets

9 Ferry Wharf 

Varsha, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Wine & Spirits

30 Southwest Avenue

CLASS B – TAVERN

Long Wharf Marina Restaurant, Inc.

dba: The Bay Voyage

150 Conanicus Avenue

CLASS B – VICTUALER

Islandish, Ltd.

dba: Chopmist Charlies

40 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Oyster Bar, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Oyster Bar

22 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Restaurant Group, LLC

dba: Narragansett Café

25 Narragansett Avenue

New England Golf Course Management, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Golf and Country Club

aka: the Caddy Shack

245 Conanicus Avenue (lower level rear)

Portuguese American Citizen’s Club

dba: Portuguese American Citizen’s Club

11 Pemberton Avenue

SeaDish, Ltd.

dba: Tricia’s Tropigrille

14 Narragansett Avenue

Slice of Heaven, Inc

dba: Slice of Heaven

32 Narragansett Avenue

Trattoria Simpatico, Inc.

dba: Trattoria Simpatico

13 Narragansett Avenue

CLASS D FULL  (CLUB)

Conanicut Yacht Club

40 Bay View Drive

So unanimously voted.

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by White to close the meeting of the Council sitting as Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Board at 7:13 p.m.  So unanimously voted. 

CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors.  Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to accept the consent agenda as presented.  So unanimously voted.  The Consent Agenda consisted of the following:

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a) September 8, 2009 (regular session)
b) September 8, 2009 (executive session)

2) Bills and Payroll

3)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

a)
Planning Commission (8/5/2009, 8/19/2009)
b)
Bike Path Design Committee (8/5/2009)

c)
Jamestown Housing Authority (6/9/2009, 7/8/2009)

d)
Jamestown Conservation Commission (7/14/2009, 8/11/2009)
e)
Wind Energy Committee (various meetings from 4/2007 – 7/2009)

4)
Notices:

a)
RI Department of Administration, Statewide Planning Council re: Recertification of the Metropolitan Planning Organization by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration, public hearing September 30, 2009
5) Zoning Board of Review abutter notification

a)
Public Hearing, September 22, 2009,at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue at 7:00 p.m.:

i)
Application of Cox TMI Wireless, LLC (Town of Jamestown, property owner), regarding property located at 96 Howland Ave., Jamestown, RI, and further identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 9, Lot 152 for a special use permit to install a wireless communications facility on said property pursuant to Article III, Section 82-301 and Article VI, and to the extent necessary, a dimensional variance to exceed the height limitation, pursuant to Article III, Section 82-302 and Article VI.  Said property is in a Public zone and contains .52 acres.

ii)
Application of Gary Beer, whose property is located at 31 Calvert Place, and further identified as Tax Assessor’s Plat 8, Lot 800, for dimensional variances under Article III, Section 8-302 (Table 3-2)to construct an addition connecting the existing principal and accessory structures.  The proposed combined structures will be 24 ft. 11 in. from the front boundary line (30 ft. required) and 10 ft. from the rear yard boundary line (30 ft. required).  Said property is in a R20 zone and contains 20,000 +/- sq. ft.
6)
Proclamations & Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

a)
Resolutions re:  adopting month of September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness month


i)
City of Providence


ii)
Town of Narragansett


iii)
Town of Exeter


iv)
Town of Middletown

b)
Resolution re:  opposition to Binding Arbitration for Teacher Contracts


i)
City of Newport


ii)
Town of Glocester

7)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

The Town Council may seek to go in Executive Session to discuss the following items:
None

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS

1) Town Administrator Report as follows:
To:  

Honorable Town Council

From:  
Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator

Date:

September 21, 2009
Subject:
Town Administrator’s Report
Police Station Renovations

Urbane Construction anticipates final completion by mid-October.  To date change orders have amounted to $5,500.00 or one percent of the project. 

BLMA fund request

The Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association has proposed that the Town Council visit the Lighthouse to view the renovations that have been completed.  Council is invited to meet at the site at your convenience.  If agreeable, I will arrange the site visit.

Shoreby Hill Grant Award

The State Historic Preservation Commission has approved a grant in the amount of $10,000 for a survey of the historical significance of properties on Shoreby Hill.  Since the grant request was submitted for $18,000, the Planning Commission will meet with the Shoreby Hill Association to determine if a reduction in the proposed scope of work is necessary to proceed with this planning study.

Jamestown Shores Tax Lots
Enclosed is a copy of correspondence sent to the Conanicut Island Land Trust as requested by the Town Council. 

Highway Barn - Open House
Final landscaping will be completed this week along Freebody Drive and around the detention pond.  I would like to schedule an open house for residents to tour the new facility on Saturday, October 3rd .  Please let me know if this date is acceptable to the Council.

Ft Getty Electric
I have spoken with the engineer heading National Grid’s investigation into the causes and remedy for the stray voltage at Ft. Getty campground.  Mr. Montel informs me that the source of the problem is still unknown.   He indicates that the next Grid will install a new conductor to attempt to eliminate the ground voltage. 

Affordable Housing
Lisa Bryer and I are continuing to evaluate the lot at 79 North Road to identify any constraints and uncertainties that would affect the development of affordable housing.    As discussed at the previous Council meeting, the Town should only proceed with a proposal to purchase following documentation of archaeological requirements, drainage, and wetlands.   The status of each of these issues is prerequisite a determination on the type and number of units that can be developed.

We met with RI Housing staff as well as the Women’s Development Corporation to discuss development and financing options.   RI Housing suggested that the Town would very likely obtain State and / or Federal grant assistance if a viable project can be assembled.   However, they recognized that expanded development on the site can only occur if the State Historic Preservation Office gives approval.   
Discussions are ongoing with Marketplace Properties and the attorneys on the terms of a Purchase and Sale Agreement.   At issue is the allowance for a Phase I archaeological investigation and the time to closing.  
*************************************

Following are comments relating to the Town Administrator’s report:

Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association
The Town Administrator will schedule a tour of the lighthouse in the near future for the Town Council.
Shoreby Hill Grant Award

Councilor Sutton stated that it was his understanding that the request for grant funding was to be used to conduct a study to inventory the homes and did not relate in any way to consideration of the designation of Shoreby Hill being nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  Councilor Sutton further stated that it should be a Council determination as to whether or not an application for recognition on the National Register of Historic Places is submitted.  
Continued discussion by the Council brought about the following questions:

· What was stated in the grant application regarding the nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic Places?
· Are there any restrictions associated with a listing in the National Register of Historic Places?

· What obligation does the Town have if they accept the grant funding and not the listing in the National Register of Historic Places at this time?

· Can the bid documents say strictly for an inventory and not include any consideration for a listing in the National Register of Historic Places?

The Town Solicitor explained that if after review it was found that the grant did not meet the Council’s expectations, it could be returned.
It was the consensus of the Council that they review the previously submitted grant application for further discussion at the next Council meeting on October 5, 2009.

Highway Barn – Open House
The Council agreed that the open house at the highway barn would be held on October 3 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.  The Town Administrator stated that he would plan on a formal ribbon cutting ceremony.
Affordable Housing

The Town Administrator reported that the sellers of 79 North Road have agreed to allow a Phase I Archaeological Site Investigation.  The Town Administrator and Town Solicitor will prepare the documents to be considered by the Council.
******************************

Town Auction of Surplus and Used Equipment
The Town Administrator reported that there were sixty-five (65) winning bids for a total return of $19,088.

Councilor Kelly commended the work of Steve Goslee and Justin Jobin in the success of the auction.

Councilor Sutton suggested that the funds raised through the auction is put towards the purchase of additional equipment for the highway barn or the water treatment plant.  

Council President DiGiando thanked Councilor Kelly on behalf of the Council for his efforts in coordinating the town auction.
2) Jamestown Conservation Commission 

a) Stewardship of Town Open Space

b) South Pond Trail 

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the communications from the Jamestown Conservation Commission.  So unanimously voted.
PUBLIC HEARING

None

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

1)
Zoning Ordinance re:  proposed amendments

a)
Schedule hearing date
b)
Order advertising (must appear once per week for 3 weeks prior to the hearing)
It was the consensus of the Council to schedule a hearing on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance for October 15, 2009 at 7 p.m. and to order the advertising three weeks prior to the hearing date.
It was the consensus of the Council to hold a joint work session with the Planning Commission to review the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance on September 30, 2009 at 6 p.m.



COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

1)
Letter from William G. and Morna G. Bucklin re:  property taxes and land evaluation
It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to accept the letter from William G. and Morna G. Bucklin.  So unanimously voted.
2)
Letter from Diane Caswell re:  bicyclist and skateboarders using sidewalks

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the letter from Diane Caswell and to forward it to the Jamestown Police Department.  So unanimously voted. 
3)
Letter from Jamestown Chamber of Commerce, Peter Brockmann, Vice President re:  restaurant tax and status of the public restrooms

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Sutton to accept the letter from the Chamber of Commerce.  So unanimously voted.
The Town Administrator reported that Urbane Construction will submit a preliminary cost estimate to see if the budgeted funds in the amount of $80,000 will be enough to cover the cost of the public restrooms at the Community Center.  It was noted by the Town Administrator that the Town Engineer is using the RIDEM specifications for the planning of this project.

4)
Notification from Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission re:  award of $10,000 PIL/CIG grant to the Town of Jamestown for the Shoreby Hill Historic District Inventory and NR Nominations

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to accept the notification from the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission.  So unanimously voted.
LICENSES & PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance.

1) Request for motion to advertise for extended hours [according to RIGL 5-24-1 (a) & (b)] in the Jamestown Press in the September 24th, October 1st & 8th editions for a public hearing on November 2, 2009:

a) NOTICE is hereby given that there will be a public hearing by and before the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown on the 2nd of November 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Jamestown Town Hall in the Rosamond A. Tefft Town Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI pursuant to 5-24-1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956, and as amended, upon the following application:
RENEWALS:

Hina Enterprises, Inc..

dba: Jamestown Mobile
35 Narragansett Avenue

Plat 9 Lot 246
Cumberland Farms, Inc.

dba: Cumberland Farms Store #1108

41 North Main Road

Plat 8 Lot 626

APPLICATION OF HINA ENTERPRISES, INC., Inc. dba: Jamestown Mobile, for renewal of additional operational hours between 5:00 AM and 6:00 AM for said establishment, holder of a Victualing License issued by the Town of Jamestown.  If granted, this will allow this establishment to continue to be open from 5:00 AM to 2:00 AM daily (RIGL 5-24-1 allows this establishment to be open until 2:00 AM).
APPLICATION OF CUMBERLAND FARMS, INC., dba: Cumberland Farms Store #1108, for renewal of additional operational hours between 5:00 AM and 6:00 AM for said establishment, holder of a Victualing License issued by the Town of Jamestown.  If granted, this will allow this establishment to continue to be open from 5:00 AM to 2:00 AM daily (RIGL 5-24-1 allows this establishment to be open until 2:00 AM).
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to advertise the renewal applications for extended hours as presented in the Jamestown Press on September 24th, October 1st & 8th editions for a public hearing on November 2, 2009 for the following establishments:

Hina Enterprises, Inc..

dba: Jamestown Mobile
35 Narragansett Avenue

Plat 9 Lot 246
Cumberland Farms, Inc.

dba: Cumberland Farms Store #1108

41 North Main Road

Plat 8 Lot 626

So unanimously voted.

OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address 

None

2) Non-scheduled request to address

Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair, asked the Council to consider all water conservation measures when planning the new bathrooms at the Community Center.
Robert Bowen, Capstan Street, stated that there are only porta-jons at the Beavertail State Park and not any permanently built restrooms.
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATION
None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1)
Request for funding from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association (cont. from 9/8/2009)

It was the consensus of the Council that the request for funding from the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association would be continued on the agenda until after the planned site visit.
2)
Traffic Control re:  Carr Lane, weight restrictions

It was moved by Councilor Sutton, seconded by Councilor White to accept the report regarding Carr Lane.  So unanimously voted.

The Council discussed the report submitted by Michael Gray indicating the gross vehicle weight of specific types of vehicles.  The Council also discussed their concern with the dangers caused by large trucks using Carr Lane as a pass through from North Road to East Shore Road, while understanding the need for daily access by vehicles for home deliveries to residents of Carr Lane.  The Council looked for the most effective manner in which to control the traffic on Carr Lane.  It was determined that weight or axle limit was not necessarily the only approach to use.

The Council determined that the following issues should be addressed in addition to the proposed ordinance to be prepared by the Town Solicitor in conjunction with the Town Engineer and Police Chief and advertised for a hearing to be held on October 19, 2009:
· No Thru Trucking signage

· Signage identifying East Shore Road and Route 138 as “Truck Route”
3)
Jamestown Harbor Commission re:  harbor management operations and staffing

The Council discussed the response from the Harbor Commission regarding possible improvements in the organization of the harbor staff.  There were several specific changes mentioned that would produce cost savings in the harbor staffing.  One consideration favored by the Harbor Commission was the “clean sheet of paper” approach.  If the “clean sheet of paper” approach was not a viable option, the Harbor Commission suggested possible contract revisions; whereby the Harbormaster’s time and duties would be increased in order to take on work that is currently being outsourced.  Neither approach recommended any change to the harbor clerk’s position.
The Council discussed the administrative aspect of the harbor staffing and to whom the harbormaster should report.  There was consensus that there should be a single administrative supervisor with some coordination through the police department.  

It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Administrator should make recommendations on the harbor staffing, with both short-term and long-term goals being addressed.

It was moved by Councilor Kelly, seconded by Councilor Szepatowski to accept the report from the Jamestown Harbor Commission.  So unanimously voted.
NEW BUSINESS
1) Community Sailing Program (per Council President DiGiando)

Council President DiGiando stated that he asked for the community sailing program to be put on the agenda so that the Council could understand what a local sailing program would entail.  Council President DiGiando noted that Chris Powell has previously successfully managed such a program in Connecticut and asked that he assist in the planning of a municipal run sailing program.  In addition, Council President DiGiando stated that he has had offers of assistance from other local individuals with expertise in sailing programs.  Some of the questions that President DiGiando would ask to create a concrete business plan are:
· Number of boats required?

· Types of boats required?
· Number of students needed for a successful program?
· Where to look for funding?
It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Administrator would coordinate efforts between the Harbor Commission, Yacht clubs and other local expertise to formulate a proposal for a local sailing program.
2) Sheffield Cove re:  previous notification from RIDEM considering closure
The Town Administrator reported that he has been informed by Joseph Migliore, Principal Environmental Scientist at RIDEM, that Sheffield Cove will be open on the same schedule as in the past years.  
3) Fort Getty Master Plan re:  updated graphics; including location of possible wind generators
The Town Administrator reported that a work session will be scheduled in October to review the Fort Getty Master Plan, to include any plans for citing wind generators at Fort Getty.
4) Roadway Investment-Local Equity Aid Program (RI-LEAP)  re:  agreement between State and Town; if favorable motion to authorize the Town Administrator to execute this agreement

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to approve of the agreement between the State and Town regarding the Roadway Investment-Local Equity Aid Program.  So unanimously voted.

The Council discussed the possibility of coordinating efforts with other towns on the bidding process for roadway improvements in order to get a better price on supplies and labor.  The Town Administrator stated that he would discuss this at the meeting of the League of Cities and Towns.
It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor Kelly to authorize the Town Administrator to execute the Roadway Investment-Local Equity Aid Program (RI-LEAP) agreement.  So unanimously voted.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Councilor Szepatowski, seconded by Councilor White to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 p.m.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Arlene D. Petit

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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