TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

May 29, 2001

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at the Jamestown Philomenian Library, 26 North Road at 7:00 PM by Council President Guy J. Settipane.  The following members were present:

David A. Swain, Vice President

Kenneth G. Littman

Norma B. Willis

Absent was:  David J. Long

Also present were:

Maryanne Crawford, CPA, Town Administrator/Finance Director

Arlene D. Kalooski,, Town Clerk

James T. Murphy, Esq., Town Solicitor

Arthur J. Christman, Fire Chief

Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair

AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

None  

SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMISSION

None

CONSENT AGENDA


It was requested that items #1(a), 2 and 4(a) be removed from the consent agenda.  It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Willis to accept the consent agenda as amended.  So unanimously voted.

1) Adoption of Council minutes:

b)
05/14/2001 Regular Meeting

3)
Copies of Minutes of Boards & Committee Meetings:

a) Planning Commission (04/04/2001, 04/18/2001, 05/02/2001)

b) Zoning Board of Review (03/27/2001)

c) Jamestown Quonset Davisville Liaison Committee (04/12/2001, 05/08/2001)

d) Jamestown Harbor Management Commission (3/14/2001, 3/28/2001, 04/11/2001)

e) Jamestown Philomenian Library (03/19/2001, 04/17/2001)

f) Beavertail Advisory Committee (10/25/2000)

g) Affordable Housing Committee (03/21/2001)

5)
Naval Station Newport Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Minutes from April 18, 2001

6)
Decentralized Wastewater Management Workshop June 13, 2001

7) Abatements/Addenda of Taxes (05/14/2001, 05/29/2001)

************************************

1)
Adoption of Council minutes:

a) 04/23/2001 Regular Meeting

Council President Settipane noted that the adoption of the April 23rd meeting minutes would require at least three of the Council members attending that meeting to be present and requested that this be continued to the next Council meeting on June 11, 2001.  

2)
Bills and Payroll

Councilor Willis requested additional information on page four of the Bills and Payroll; Warren Hall, survey work.  The Town Administrator noted that this was for survey work done at South Pond and Orchard Lane in order to obtain the permit from CRMC for a well.   It was further noted that this payment would be made from the General Fund.  It was moved by Council Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to approve of the payment of bills and payroll.  Councilor Willis requested that it be noted for the record that the bills being paid without detail are the responsibility of the administration. 

3)
Copies of Minutes of Boards & Committee Meetings:

h)
Jamestown Housing Authority (04/12/2000, 05/10/2000, 06/14/2000, 07/12/2000, 08/09/2000, 09/13/2000, 10/11/2000, 11/08/2000, 12/14/2000, 01/10/2001, 02/14/2001, 03/14/2001, 04/11/2001)

Councilor Willis expressed her concern regarding the number of committee minutes presented from the Jamestown Housing Authority.  The Town Clerk informed the Council that she did not have a record of these minutes being submitted to the Council previously and noted that they should be sent to the Council on a monthly basis in the future.

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Swain to accept the minutes from the Jamestown Housing Authority.  So unanimously voted.

4)
Resolutions from the State and other municipalities



a)
Town of Middletown re: Nursing Homes
Councilor Littman reviewed the resolution presented by the Town of Middletown regarding the financial struggles of Rhode Island nursing homes.  

It was moved by Councilor Littman, seconded by Councilor Willis to accept the Resolution from the Town of Middletown.  So unanimously voted.

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to adopt the resolution as read by Council President Settipane.  So unanimously voted.

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS:
Rhode Island nursing homes are in dire need of additional funding to operate effectively thereby providing a safe and healthy place for older Rhode Islanders to reside, and

WHEREAS:
State and Congressional Representatives are actively pursuing solutions to the problem in the form of State funding and Federal matching funds.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Jamestown Town Council endorses the efforts of Rhode Island’s state and federal officials relative to increased funding for the state’s nursing homes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

1) Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(5) acquisition of property

PUBLIC HEARINGS



None 

OPEN FORUM

1) Scheduled request to address

None 

2) Non-scheduled request to address

Council President Settipane brought forward the letter from Francis (Jim) J. West listed under communications.  Mr. West requested that the Council allow him to use a portion of the land where the water tower is located to access his lawn equipment.  Mr. West noted that he would only be using his equipment once or twice a week in the summer months.  Additionally, Mr. West informed the Council that he has been a resident of Jamestown for more than eighty years.

Members of the Council expressed concern with the Town taking on any liability by allowing Mr. West egress and ingress through that property.

Maryanne Joyce expressed concern with the request and asked that the Council deny Mr. West’s request.  

Norman Messinger, Arthur Christman and Sterling Graham requested that the Council allow Mr. West access to his equipment through the water tower property.

Councilor Swain was not in favor of circumventing the proper procedure and process that this type of request would require.

Following a lengthy discussion, it was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to allow ingress and egress to Mr. West to the southern opening of the stonewall on property of the water tower, for not more than two times per week, between the time period of May 1st to October 15th for a period of one year, renewable through the Town Administrator, on condition that there is a hold harmless indemnification agreement, insurance coverage to the satisfaction of the Town Administrator and Town Solicitor, and that Mr. West maintain the lawn at that location.  It was voted Council President, aye; Councilor Swain, nay; Councilor Littman, aye; Councilor Willis, aye.  The motion passed three in favor, one opposed.

Richard Allphin, Clarke Street, requested to be heard when the Council discussed the report from the Planning Commission.

Stephanie Amerigian, Narragansett Avenue, requested permission to address the Council under Section IX.

REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND TOWN OFFICIALS

1) Town Administrator’s report

Jamestown Schools

The Town Administrator reported that the School Superintendent informed her that school roof bids range from $420,000.00 to $540,000.00.  The budgeted amount for repair to the roof was $300,000.00.  The Town Administrator informed the Council that the School Committee will be awarding the bid; however she did not have any other information at the present time.  It was the consensus of the Council that as additional information is received, the Council be kept up to date.  

Water Restrictions

Councilor Swain noted the full capacity of the reservoir and inquired if it would be possible to lift some of the water restrictions.  The Town Administrator recommended that the water restrictions remain in place through the early summer months; if the water supply is still abundant after that, adjustments could then be made.  It was the consensus of the Council that discussion regarding restrictions be put on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting on June 11, 2001.


2)
Jamestown Probate Judge



a)
Request from J. Peter McGuirl (reappointed 5/14/2001)

No action taken.

3)
Coastal Resources Management Council Representative

a) Letter from CRMC requesting appointment of committee member

b) Letter from Emmet E. Turley requesting reappointment

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to reappoint Emmet E. Turley to the Coastal Resources Management Council as an alternate subcommittee member.  So unanimously voted. 

4)
Planning Commission

a)
Request for support of House Bill H01-6109 re:  issuance of a special use permit along with a variance

Richard Allphin, Clarke Street, requested that the Town Council support House Bill H01-6109.    

Richard Kingsley, Clinton Avenue, requested that the Town Council not support this House Bill H01-6109. 

It was moved by Councilor Littman, seconded by Councilor Willis that it is hereby resolved that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown supports House Bill H01-6109 (regarding the issuance of a special use permit along with a variance.)  So unanimously voted.

5)
Conservation Commission

a) Informational letter

Christopher Powell, Conservation Commission Chair, invited the Council to attend the Kit Wright Nature Trail dedication on Saturday June 2, 2001 at 10:00 AM.  

6) Establishment of Committees (per Council President Settipane)

a) Town Charter Review Committee (CRC)

i)
Creation of a five (5)member committee and appointment of a non voting Council liaison

ii) Advertisement 5/31/2001 for:  five (5) residents and qualified electors; letters of interest & qualification (deadline 6/11/2001)

iii) Agenda 6/18/2001 membership composition discussion written charge, responsibilities and report/recommendations and deadline

iv) Agenda 6/25/2001 interviews and appointments of committee members

The Council discussed the need for a Town Charter Review Committee, noting that the charter has not been changed since 1974.  

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to establish a Town Charter Review Committee consisting of five (5) members and one non voting Council liaison, to be advertised for residents who are qualified electors to submit letters of interest by June 11, 2001, and to appoint Norma Willis as the non voting Council liaison.  So unanimously voted.

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to hold a workshop on June 18, 2001 following the Board of Water & Sewer Commissioners meeting to discuss membership composition and responsibilities and report/recommendations with a deadline of June 25, 2001 for interviews and appointments.  So unanimously voted.

b) Town Buildings and Facilities Committee (TBFC)

i)
Town Hall, Offices, Highway Barn and Recreational Facility

ii)
Creation of a seven (7) member committee and appointment of non voting Town Council liaison

iii) Advertisement 5/31/2001 for:  five (5) residents and qualified electors; letters of interest and qualifications (deadline 6/11/2001)

iv) Appointment of two (2) Town Officials (Town Planner and Town Administrator)

v) Workshop 6/18/2001 TBFC membership composition; discussion written charge, responsibilities and report/recommendations and deadline

vi) Agenda 6/25/2001 interviews and appointment of five (5) members

Following a discussion on the need for a committee to address all town facilities, it was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Swain to create a Town Buildings and Facilities Committee consisting of seven (7) members which will include two (2) Town Officials – the Town Planner and the Town Administrator, and one non voting Council liaison to address the Town Offices, Town Hall, Highway Barn and Recreation facilities, to be advertised on May 31, 2001 for five (5) members that are residents and qualified voters.  So unanimously voted.

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to hold a workshop to discuss membership composition and responsibilities and report/recommendations to be held on June 18, 2001 following the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners.  So unanimously voted.

7) Jamestown Tax Assessor (per Council President Settipane)

a) Review and status of current property tax exemptions and impact of 2000 property tax revaluation (for discussion)

The Council discussed the need for a review of tax exemptions and how the changes in tax rate reflect on those exemption amounts.  It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to request that the Tax Assessor provide a report reviewing the status of the current property tax exemptions and the impact of the 2000 property tax revaluation to be submitted to the Council on June 11, 2001, if practical.  So unanimously voted.  It was the consensus of the Council that historical information be included in order to look at the value of the exemptions.   It was expected that the timing for this would miss the present legislative session; however, the importance of the review was noted.  

Fire Chief Arthur Christman  suggested that the Council consider a fixed exemption for the Fire Department volunteers and to include rescue runs. 

8) Council Liaison Reports (per Council President Settipane)

a)
Goals; status, responsibilities, problems

Council President Settipane suggested that Council liaisons meet with their committee members for an update on the status and responsibilities of each committee and report back to the Council with that information.   It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Swain to hold a workshop on July 16, 2001 following the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners meeting to discuss committee goals and status of committees.   So unanimously voted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1) Parking Solution for Downtown (continued for discussion from 04/23/2001)

It was requested by Council President Settipane that the issue relating to downtown parking be continued and placed on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting on June 11, 2001.  Councilor Settipane suggested that the establishment of a traffic committee would allow for issues related to both parking and traffic to be addressed at the same time.   It was noted that the present Parking Committee could be incorporated into the establishment of a Jamestown Traffic Committee (JTC) and the charge broadened.  

Christopher Powell informed the Council that the Planning Commission addresses these issues as well as completing the Comprehensive Community Plan for the Town of Jamestown.

The Council discussed parking and traffic issues that have come before the Council in the past and the need for a committee to address these issues.  

Sterling Graham, Parking Committee member, suggested reviewing the charge of the Parking Committee. 

It was the consensus of the Council that the current committee charge should be reviewed with the thought of broadening the committee and establishing a Traffic Committee that would absorb the Parking Committee and put this on the agenda for June 11, 2001.  

2) Affordable Housing Committee (continued from 04/23/2001)

a) Resignation (duly advertised for letters of interest)

b) List of members

c) Committee charge 

d) Letters of interest

i) William H. Murphy

ii) Jocelyn Boyce Baldwin

It was the consensus of the Council that the Town Clerk schedule interviews for June 11, 2001 and place Affordable Housing on the agenda for an appointment.

3) Town Meetings (continued from 4/23/2001 and 5/14/2001)

a) Meeting Rooms

b) Memorandum from Town Clerk re:  Town Hall 

The Council directed the Town Clerk to provide a list of all Town committees and their meeting locations.   Additionally, requested from the Council were all meeting locations available and their capacity.

4) Council Liaison appointments to committees (continued from 5/14/2001)

a) Fort Wetherill Committee

b) Highway Barn Committee

c) Street Light Committee

d) Jamestown Quonset Davisville Liaison Committee

Following a lengthy discussion, the Council noted that with the work being completed at Fort Wetherill and the agreement with the State, the committee has fulfilled their charge.  With the establishment of the Town Buildings and Facilities Committee (TBFC) it was noted that the concerns relating to the highway barn would be included in the parameter of the TBFC; therefore, it would not be necessary to continue with the Highway Barn Committee.  Ellicott Wright, Street Light Committee member informed the Council that the function of the Street Light Committee is being handled administratively.  

It was moved by Councilor Littman, seconded by Councilor Willis to discharge the Fort Wetherill Committee, Highway Barn Committee and Street Light Committee and to send letters of appreciation to those committee members.  So unanimously voted.

Councilor Swain suggested that the Council appoint a Council liaison to the Jamestown Quonset Davisville Liaison Committee thereby strengthening their position within the State and enabling the Council to be more visibly represented.  

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to appoint a non -voting Council liaison to the Jamestown Quonset Davisville Liaison Committee.  So unanimously voted. 

5) School Committee (per Council President Settipane)

a) Appointment of Council liaison

b) Scheduling of work session with Council/School Committee

Council President Settipane suggested that for informational purposes and better communication between the School Committee and the Council, he would be in favor of appointing a Council liaison to the School Committee.  Councilor Settipane noted that he would like to contact the School Committee of this intention.  There was additional discussion on the school budget, the need for stronger communication, and possibly be holding workshops with the School Committee.    

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to direct the Town Clerk to send a letter to the School Committee to inquire if they would like a Council Liaison to be present at their meetings and if workshops (not more than four (4) times per year) should be held.  So unanimously voted.

COMMUNICATIONS

1)
Letter from the Armenian National Committee of RI re: flag

The Town Clerk noted that the flag policy came about because of the numerous requests to hang flags at the Town Hall.  

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Willis to endorse the flag policy as presented by the Town Clerk.  So unanimously voted.

2)
Letter from Representative Murphy re: T.F. Green Airport

No action taken

3) Letter from MaryEllen Linnehan Allegra re: Appeal of the Jamestown Harbor Management Commission decision

There was a general discussion on the process for appeals relating to the Harbor Management Commission decisions being heard by the Town Council.  The appeal requested by MaryEllen Linnehan Allegra was specifically addressed with a hearing date of June 11, 2001 mentioned.  It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Willis to set the Allegra hearing date for June 11, 2001 with notice being forwarded to the appellant of date of hearing and informing her that the file will be available for review on June 4, 2001 in the Town Clerk’s office.  So unanimously voted.

The Council requested that the Town Solicitor provide them with standards of appeals.  

4)
Letter from the International Brotherhood of Police Officers re: grievance 

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to accept the notice from the International Brotherhood of Police Officers dated May 20, 2001.  So unanimously voted.

5)
Copy of a letter from the Attorney General re: Concerned Boaters v. Town of Jamestown

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to accept the communication from Rebecca Tedford Partington, Deputy Chief, Civil Division of the Department of Attorney General.  So unanimously voted. 

NEW BUSINESS


1)
Jamestown Zoning Ordinance (per Council President Settipane)

a) Request to Planning and Conservation for recommendations on amending section 308 of the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance and enactment of a High Water Table Ordinance (the purpose is to provide local jurisdiction over development on lots where subsurface water table is less than 3 feet)

Council President Settipane noted his concerns regarding the set backs from wetland areas of the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance.  Additionally, Councilor Settipane suggested we solicit recommendations from the Planning Commission and the Conservation Commission concerning the enactment of a high water table ordinance in order to provide some regulation in access of what RIDEM standards are for development on lots with water tables of less than three (3) feet.  Councilor Swain cautioned the Council to move slowly on this issue as it could change property valuation.  

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to request that the Planning Commission and the Conservation Commission review the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance for amendments to Section 308 concerning wetland set backs and to consider the enactment of a high water table ordinance.  So unanimously voted.

2)
Fort Getty One Day Licenses (request to waive $5 fee):  All licenses are approved subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures.


Applicant


Date


Request





Michelle Szylin

06/02/2001

DJ & caterer


Barbara Guyer


06/03/2001

Band



Barry Cook


06/16/2001

Band

Jennifer Cannon

06/23/2001

Entertainment 

Lori Casey


06/30/2001

DJ


St. Matthew’s Church

07/01/2001

waive Pavilion fee

It was moved and seconded to approve the above licenses and to waive the fees as requested.

Applicant


Date


Request




Bridges, Inc


07/27/2001

waive Pavilion fee

It was moved and seconded to approve the license for Bridges, Inc. and to waive the fees as requested.  Councilor Littman abstained.  The vote was three in favor, one abstention.  The motion passed.

3)
One Day Peddler & Entertainment License (request to waive application fee):  All licenses are approved subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures.

Applicant


Date


Request




Jamestown Historical Society  06/16/2001

band, t-shirts, food sales

Jamestown Lions Club
  07/04/2001

Glow-in-the-Dark Sticks

It was moved and seconded to approve the above licenses and to waive the fees as requested.  So unanimously voted.

It was the consensus of the Council to request that the Town Solicitor review the ordinance relating to peddler license approvals and fee waivers with consideration being given to allow the Town Clerk to grant these license requests for non profit organizations and to put the Solicitors opinion on the agenda when ready.

4)
Request from Richard Hines re: paving of Beacon Place

Mr. Hines informed the Council that this area is acting as his driveway.  He would like permission to pave it and continue with its upkeep.  The Town Solicitor noted that this is a platted street; however, it has never been improved.  The Town Administrator had no objections to the project as presented as long as the road will be maintained as a public way.  

It was moved by Councilor Littman, seconded by Councilor Swain to grant permission to Mr. Hines to pave a portion of Beacon Place; and as part of that approval Mr. Hines agrees to plow and maintain the road as a public way, obtain any permits that may be necessary from any regulatory agency, and follow any requirements as set forth by the Director of Public Works.  So unanimously voted.

5)
Request from B.J. Whitehouse re: East Ferry Beach use for fireworks

It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to grant permission for the Independence Day Fireworks on July 4th on the Town Beach at East Ferry.  So unanimously voted.

6) Request from Chris Powell re: the 24th Annual Fools’ Rules Regatta

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to permit the Annual Fools’ Rules Regatta on August 25th at East Ferry, with a rain date of August 26th.  So unanimously voted.

7) Letter from Francis J. West re: Permission to use Town Land

Previously addressed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

1)
Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(5) acquisition of property

It was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Littman to enter into executive session at 10:05 PM, pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(5) acquisition of property.  The vote was, Council President Settipane, aye; Councilor Littman, aye; Councilor Swain, aye; Councilor Willis, aye.  The motion passed.  

The Council returned to regular session at 10:30 PM.  It was moved by Councilor Swain, seconded by Councilor Littman to seal the minutes of the executive session.   The vote was, Council President Settipane, aye; Councilor Littman, aye; Councilor Swain, aye; Councilor Willis, aye.  The motion passed. 

It was moved by Councilor Littman, seconded by Councilor Willis to appoint David Swain as the non-voting Council Liaison to the Jamestown Quonset Davisville Liaison Committee.  So unanimously voted.

There being no further business, it was moved by Councilor Willis, seconded by Councilor Swain to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:31 PM.  So unanimously voted.

Attest:

Arlene D. Kalooski

Town Clerk

c:
Town Council Members (5)


Town Administrator


Town Solicitor


Administrative Circulation
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