TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
October 15, 2012

 I.  CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack.
II.  ROLL CALL
Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President
William Murphy

Michael White

Ellen Winsor

Town Council Members absent:

Robert Bowen, Vice President
Also present:

Bruce R. Keiser, Town Administrator 
Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III.  AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A) Proclamation: No. 2012-020 Finn Patrick Dwyer, Eagle Scout. The Proclamation was read by Council President Schnack. Congratulations to Finn Dwyer.    

A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to adopt Proclamation No. 2012-020 Finn Patrick Dwyer, Eagle Scout. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
IV.  COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. 
A) Request for motion that the applications listed below will be in order for hearing at a meeting of said Licensing Board on Monday, November 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., and advertised in the Jamestown Press for the September 27th & October 4th editions and rescheduled from November 5, 2012.  NOTICE: Is hereby given by the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown, being the Licensing Board in said Town as provided under Title 3, Chapters 1-12 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 1956, and as amended, that the following RENEWAL applications have been received by 
the Town Council for licenses under said Act, for the year December 1, 2012 to November 30, 2013.  
CLASS A (PACKAGE STORE) – RETAIL
Grapes & Gourmet, Inc.

dba: Grapes & Gourmet

9 Ferry Wharf 

Varsha, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Wine & Spirits

30 Southwest Avenue

CLASS B – TAVERN
Long Wharf Marina Restaurant, Inc.

dba: The Bay Voyage

150 Conanicus Avenue

CLASS B – VICTUALER
Islandish, Ltd.

dba: Chopmist Charlie’s

40 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Culinary Partners, LLC

dba: Jamestown Fish

14 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Oyster Bar, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Oyster Bar

22 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Restaurant Group, LLC

dba: Narragansett Café

25 Narragansett Avenue

Jamestown Tavern, LLC

dba: Jamestown Tavern

11 Pemberton Avenue 

New England Golf Course Management, Inc.

dba: Jamestown Golf and Country Club

aka: the Caddy Shack

245 Conanicus Avenue 
(lower level rear)

Slice of Heaven, Inc.

dba: Slice of Heaven

32 Narragansett Avenue

Trattoria Simpatico, Inc.

dba: Trattoria Simpatico

13 Narragansett Avenue

CLASS D FULL  (CLUB)
Conanicut Yacht Club

40 Bay View Drive

A motion was made by Ellen Winsor with second by Michael White to advertise in the Jamestown Press September 27th and October 4th editions for a public hearing to be held on November 19, 2012 rescheduled from November 5, 2012 to consider the alcoholic beverage license renewal applications as read and listed above. 

Discussion. The liquor license renewals were originally voted at the September 4th meeting to proceed to advertise for at a public hearing on November 5, 2012, but since there will be no Council meeting on that date, this is being moved to November 19th to be heard by the new Council. 

Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
V.  CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda by request: B) Bills and Payroll.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:

A) Adoption of Council minutes:

1)
September 17, 2012 (regular meeting)

2)        October 6, 2012 (dedication ceremony)

C)        Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

1)
Jamestown Harbor Commission (08/08/2012)


2)
Jamestown Harbor Commission (09/12/2012)

3)
Jamestown Planning Commission (07/18/2012)

4)
Jamestown Planning Commission (08/01/2012)

5)
Jamestown Planning Commission (08/15/2012)

6)
Jamestown Tree Preservation & Protection Committee (8/21/2012)

D)        CRMC Notices

1)
Notice of intention to amend the CRMC Management Procedures, Policies and/or Programs at a public hearing on Tuesday, November 27, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room A, Administration Building, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence; written comments must be submitted by November 3, 2012

2)
October 2012 Calendar

3)
Agenda for Semi-Monthly Meeting of October 9, 2012

E)        Zoning Board of Review abutter notification: 

1)      Notice is hereby given that the Jamestown Zoning Board of Review will hold a Public Hearing October 23, 2012 at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI at 7:00 p.m. upon the following: Application of Knollwood Builders Corp. (Estate of Henry Kowalczak, owner), whose property is located at North Main Road and further identified as Assessor’s Plat 1 Lot 67, for a variance under Article 3, Table 3-2 (District Dimensional Regulations) to construct a single family dwelling, which will be 22’ from the northerly lot line and 20’ from the westerly lot line, 30’ required. Also a variance under Article 3, Section 82-308, Setback from Freshwater Wetland to install an OWTS 117’ from the wetland edge instead of the required 150’. Said property is located in a RR80 Zone and contains 10,515 sq. ft.  

F)         Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns 

1) Resolution of the Middletown Town Council Opposing tolls for the Sakonnet River Bridge
G)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes

B)
Bills and Payroll

Councilor Winsor questioned the bill from Greenwood Emergency Vehicles in the amount of $25,000 for repairs to Ladder #1 under Fire Protection on Page 2 of the Bill Sheet. Town Administrator Keiser explained this was a major repair required due to a design defect in a component of the ladder design not covered by any warranty and not eligible for reimbursement. The original purchase is from 1998. All repair money for Fire Apparatus for the current fiscal year has been expended.  Councilor Winsor questioned the bill for Radios under the Fire Department in the amount of $3,370 for emergency equipment for the new Fire Marshal car on Page 7 of the Bill Sheet. Town Administrator Keiser explained the car doesn’t come equipped with the necessary radio equipment and must be retrofitted. 
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to approve Consent Agenda Item B) Bills and Payroll. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
VI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

None.
VII.  COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND REPORTS

A) Town Administrator’s Report. Town Administrator Keiser advised the Council on the status of the Accessory Dwelling Ordinance. The Planning Board needs to review the ordinance for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. Once this procedural step is complete, it will come back before the Town Council for a vote to proceed to advertise for public hearing and adoption. Town Administrator Keiser noted the ordinance was spearheaded by Councilor Murphy a year ago and is ready to go forward. 
Town Administrator Keiser stated it has been a complete and absolute pleasure to work with this Council over the last three years and he has enjoyed the working relationship immensely. Mr. Keiser noted the Council’s respect for Town Administration and Town staff. The Council served the community very well during a difficult time of economic recession, holding the line on budgets and maintaining minimal tax increases while losing $750,000 in revenues and State aid. You made many difficult choices and cutbacks in Public Safety, saving $175,000 annually. Collective Bargaining Agreements realized concessions in healthcare benefits and increases in employee contributions. The energy audit through WCRPC was completed and three boilers for the Library, Police Station and Rec. Center were purchased without tax expenditures. The Road Paving budget was increased two of the three years, resulting in road and sidewalk improvements, pleasing our residents, thanks to your recognizing the need. There were numerous other cost efficiencies and savings facilitated by this Council on behalf of the community.
Other controversial issues addressed included the reorganization of EMS services, implementing a plan that offered more professional, trained volunteer EMT services than when you came into office, and you should be proud of that contribution. You also addressed wind energy as a renewable energy source, evaluating the process and realizing that a wind turbine was not a cost effective, suitable endeavor for Jamestown. You adopted a new Harbor Management Ordinance and Harbor Management Plan and raised mooring fees, which was necessary, appropriate and controversial, to bring us into the norms of what exists throughout the State. You brought forth a restructuring that enabled the Town to identify new revenues and spend those revenues in a broader way than in the past. The Golf Course Building assessment was completed and the Committee has developed ideas that the next Council can use to move forward on the project.  
The biggest accomplishment that will stand for next 150 years is the reconstruction of the Rembijas Pavilion at Fort Getty. It is a beautiful facility that will offer opportunities for more expansive use than in the past due to its additional features, and it is a legacy to be proud of. Mr. Keiser congratulated the Council on their accomplishments and thanked them for the working relationship. 

President Schnack thanked the Town Administrator, Town Solicitor, Public Works Director and Town Clerk for the last three years and stated it has been a pleasure and an honor serving on this Council. Councilor Murphy stated he has enjoyed the working relationship as well, and appreciates all the wisdom, sound advice and hard work. Councilor White concurred. 
B) Council Liaison Reports. None.
VIII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.
IX. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

None.
X. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS
A) Communications
1) Letter of Governor Lincoln Chafee re: Community Development Block Grant Award to the Town of Jamestown in the amount of $268,500. 
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to accept Communication 1).  
Discussion. Thank you to the Planning Department for their efforts in securing this grant award.
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
2) Letter of Julio DiGiando to Secretary of State A. Ralph Mollis re: new election procedures/voter identification.     
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept Communication 2).

Discussion. Way to go, Julio.  
Back to vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
3) Letter of Conservation Commission Chair Carol Lynn Trocki to RIDEM Division of Parks and Recreation re: Vegetation Management at Beavertail State Park, with attachments of previous communications.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept Communication 3). 

Discussion. The communication speaks for itself. The communication packet is available for the public online as part of the attachments for this meeting. 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
XI.  LICENSES AND PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance

A) Request for motion that the applications for extended hours [in accordance with  RIGL §5-24-1 (a) & (b)] as advertised in the Jamestown Press in the September 27th, October 4th & 11th editions for a public hearing on November 19, 2012 and rescheduled from November 5, 2012:

1) NOTICE is hereby given that there will be a public hearing by and 
before the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown on the 19th of November 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers, 93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI pursuant to §5-24-1 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 1956 and as amended, upon the following applications:
RENEWALS:

Jamestown Mist, LLC

dba: Jamestown Mist

35 Narragansett Avenue

Plat 9 Lot 246

Cumberland Farms, Inc.

dba: Cumberland Farms Store #1108

41 North Main Road

Plat 8 Lot 626
APPLICATION OF JAMESTOWN MIST, LLC, dba: Jamestown Mist, for renewal of additional operational hours to open at 5:00 AM for said establishment, holder of a Victualing License issued by the Town of Jamestown. If granted, this will allow the establishment to continue to be open from 5:00 AM to 2:00 AM daily (RIGL §5-24-1 allows this establishment to be open from 6:00 a.m. until 2:00 AM without additional operating hours).

APPLICATION OF CUMBERLAND FARMS, INC., dba: Cumberland Farms Store #1108, for renewal of additional operational hours to open at 5:00 AM for said establishment, holder of a Victualing License issued by the Town of Jamestown. If granted, this will allow the establishment to continue to be open from 5:00 AM to 2:00 AM daily (RIGL §5-24-1 allows this establishment to be open from 6:00 AM until 2:00 AM without additional operating hours).
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to advertise in the Jamestown Press September 27th and October 4th and 11th editions for a public hearing to be held on November 19, 2012 rescheduled from November 5, 2012 to consider the Extended Hours License renewal applications as read and listed above. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
XII. OPEN FORUM

A) Scheduled to Address. None.
B) Non-scheduled to Address. 
Dan Capuano. Cedar Lane. Mr. Capuano thanked the Council for the time they have taken away from their families to serve the people of Jamestown. The Council thanked Mr. Capuano for his kind words and support. 
Julio DiGiando. Clarke Street. Mr. DiGiando echoed Mr. Capuano’s statement. Having had the honor to serve on a previous Council he knows there are numerous duties and it is a lot of work. There is a lot of attitude given to the Council with hardly any gratitude. He wishes Council members good luck in the future. The Council thanked Mr. Giando for his kind words and support. 
Cathy Kaiser. Knowles Court. Ms. Kaiser stated on behalf of the School Committee she echoes the comments made and thank you for your consistent support of the schools and partnering with the School Committee; your services are appreciated. The Council thanked Ms. Kaiser for her kind words and support. 
Sav Rebecchi. Sail Street. Mr. Rebecchi stated for the Jamestown Record he thanks the Council for being accepting of their efforts on behalf of open government and for all their service, as he knows how much it takes. He is personally sorry for the way things turned out, but he is proud of the work done by this Council. Though there were tough times, this Council was always there to do their job for the community, and he is proud of the work they performed and he appreciates it. The Council thanked Mr. Rebecchi for his kind words and support. (Applause) 
XIII. APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES

None. 
XIV.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None. 

XV.  NEW BUSINESS

A) Request of Church Community Housing Corporation for $50,000 funding from the Town of Jamestown Housing Trust Fund for the BRIDGES to Housing Employment/2 Hammett Court Project. Christian Belden of Church Community Housing is in attendance and gives an explanation of the request for additional funding. Previously the Council voted unanimously to award the project $138,827 from the Jamestown Housing Trust Fund for the five-unit development for adults with developmental disabilities. Unfortunately the lowest bid for the project was $175,000 above the original estimate and total funding awarded for the project. After revisions to the project and negotiation with the contractors the new low bid is $100,000 in excess of the budget. A grant application was submitted to RI Housing for additional funding from the Thresholds Program to cover the $50,000 gap that would remain, should Jamestown fund the additional $50,000 requested. The Thresholds Program has awarded this project $348,000 to date. All five apartments will qualify under the State’s definition of Affordable Housing and count towards the 10% Affordable Housing Goal. 

Town Administrator Keiser stated the cost per unit for the BRIDGES Project is $37,000, well below the per-unit cost for the Swinburne Street Project at $66,000 per unit for the three units. There is currently $130,050 in the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, and after the $50,000 additional appropriation for the BRIDGES Project, there would remain a balance of $80,000, with no other projects scheduled for this fiscal year. The Town’s share is 14% of the total project. The Affordable Housing Committee is inactive and has not commented on the request. Councilor Winsor asked about the $50,000 requested from Thresholds. Mr. Belden stated it looks very good they will receive it, as they have been invited to the RI Housing awards ceremony, and it would be helpful to show Jamestown is funding the additional $50,000 requested. Council members comment this is a good project. Discussion continues.  
A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to grant the request of Church Community Housing Corporation for $50,000 funding from the Town of Jamestown Housing Trust Fund for the BRIDGES to Housing Employment/2 Hammett Court Project. 

Discussion.  The project was started under this Council, and this Council would like to finish it rather than leave it hanging. 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
B) Awarding of Bid: Outhaul Repair Project to Reagan Construction Corporation for an amount not to exceed $64,645 as recommended by Public Works Director Michael Gray. Mr. Gray stated the project has been in the works for some time. Inspection found substantial decay in the timber pylons, and this is an urgent need. The project would be funded from the Harbor budget. Councilor Murphy commented on how pylons rot above the water from oxygen and need to be replaced periodically. Mr. Gray commented this is a great bid, as the original estimate was $100,000. The outhaul repair was included in the Harbor budget.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to award the bid for the Outhaul Repair Project to Reagan Construction Corporation for an amount not to exceed $64,745 as recommended by Public Works Director Michael Gray. Michael Schnack, William Murphy and Michael White voted in the affirmative. Robert Bowen was absent. Ellen Winsor abstained. Motion passes by a majority vote in the affirmative.  
XVI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.
XVII.  ADJOURNMENT.

A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to adjourn. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
(Applause for the Town Council)
The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m.

Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk
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