TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
April 16, 2012

I.  CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue by Council President Schnack.
II.  ROLL CALL
Town Council members present:

Michael Schnack, President

Robert Bowen, Vice President

William Murphy

Michael White

Ellen Winsor

Also present:

Christina D. Collins, Finance Director 
Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk

III.  AWARDS, PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

None.
IV.  COUNCIL SITTING AS ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING BOARD

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. None.
V.  CONSENT AGENDA

An item on the consent Agenda need not be removed for single simple clarification or correction of typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item as if it had been acted upon separately.

The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda by request: C) Minutes 2) Jamestown Harbor Commission (02/08/2012) 
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following:

A) Adoption of Council Minutes:


1)
April 2, 2012 (regular meeting)

2)       
April 2, 2012 (interviews)

B)
Bills and Payroll
C)
Minutes from Boards, Commissions and Committees:

1) Jamestown Buildings and Facilities Committee (02/15/2012)

3)
Jamestown Planning Commission (03/07/2012)
4)
Jamestown Planning Commission (02/15/2012)

5)
Jamestown Tree Preservation & Protection Committee (02/21/2012)

D)
CRMC Notices:


1)
April 2012 Calendar


2)
Semi-Monthly Meeting Agenda for 04/10/2012

3)
Revised April 2012 Calendar
E)
Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island cities and towns
1)
Resolutions of the Narragansett Town Council: 
a) Opposing House Bill 7250 mandating teacher contracts continue at the existing terms and conditions

b) Opposing House Bill 7617 An Act relating to labor and labor relations – school employee arbitration

c) Opposing House Bill 7618 and House Bill 7619, Acts relating to labor and labor relations and firefighters 

d) Opposing House Bill 7620 An Act relating to labor and labor relations – municipal employee arbitration

2)
Resolutions of the Exeter Town Council: 

a) In Support of a referendum relating to the Code of Ethics      

b) In Support of legislation to help municipalities resolve their financial problems & begin the process of recovery

3)
Resolution of the Warren Town Council: In Support of legislation 
to help municipalities resolve their financial problems and begin the process of recovery
4)
Resolutions of the Newport School Committee:

a) Opposing House Bills 7617 and 7620 and any legislation calling for binding arbitration for teacher and school employee contracts

b) Opposing House Bills 7250 and Senate Bill 2532 mandating expired teacher contracts continue at the existing terms and conditions

c) Supporting Senate Bill 2158 and House Bills 7272 and 7863 moving the teacher layoff notice deadline from March 1st  to June 1st  

5)
Resolution of the Glocester Town Council: Opposing House Bill 7867 proposing a 50% reduction in fees and taxes relating to building and construction for a period of 24 months  

6)
Resolutions of the East Greenwich Town Council:

a) Supporting Governor Chafee’s legislative package to assist 
cities and towns 

b) Supporting Senate Bill 2310 fostering municipal and school cooperation

c) Opposing an increase in the Meals Tax

F)
Abatements/Addenda of Taxes
C)        Minutes of Boards, Commissions, Committees

2)
Jamestown Harbor Commission (02/08/2012) Councilor Winsor commented on Page 2 under New Business “Executive Director Mello requested the Jamestown Harbor Commission augment the Harbormaster’s patrol with police officers, and requested $2,000 this year and $10,000 next year from the MDF to accommodate this.” What does MDF refer to? She was informed this is the Marine Development Fund. 
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to approve Consent Agenda item C) Minutes 2) Jamestown Harbor Commission (02/08/2012).  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

President Schnack noted this was not actually passed, but is being put into the next budget. 

VI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

None.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to move XIV. Unfinished Business A) Fort Getty Pavilion up to the next item on the agenda to accommodate the Lions Club. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

XIV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A) Fort Getty Pavilion. John Murphy, Hamilton Avenue, President of the Jamestown Lions Club. Mr. Murphy commended the Town for rebuilding the Rembijas Pavilion in the original location and format using the design by Andy Yates. Though similar to the former structure, there are many improvements. The Lions Club took note of contract extras referenced by Andy Yates during his Council presentation that could be done if there were extra funds available. The Lions Club informed the Town Administrator from the beginning they wanted to help the Town, due to their past history and involvement with the project, and they would like to help raise funds for the add-ons, including the granite benches and the circle fire pit. These add-ons are expensive. The format they have in mind is much like that of the Community Center Beautification Project, where a committee of citizens would embark on a campaign to raise money for components of the infrastructure. The citizens group would raise funds and turn them over to the Finance Director, and the money would flow through the town. Donors would get a tax deduction as a charitable donation, and the Town would have complete control over the funds. That is what the Lions Club proposes, and they will spearhead the project. 
Councilor Murphy commented the names of donors would appear along the granite benches and on the bricks around the fire circle, for various price points, using the current designs. Councilor Murphy spoke with Mike Gray and the Town Administrator and the project would be done at a later date after the Lions Club raises sufficient funds. Public Works Department staff will perform part of the labor, saving costs, so we will get more for less. Mr. Murphy stated with permission from the Town, the Lions Club, a 501(c)3 corporation, will conduct a campaign and donations will be made to the Town of Jamestown, as they (Lions Club) have done in the past with other charities. President Schnack suggested the Lions submit a notice in writing outlining the proposal that the Council can vote on. Solicitor Ruggiero suggested the Lions confer with Finance Director Collins on the mechanism of the campaign for auditing purposes in order to account for the outside-of-Town funds. He also suggested a letter of understanding be prepared. Mr. Murphy stated this idea rose out of the presentation by Andy Yates and because they were impressed with the progress made by the Council in getting the Pavilion rebuilt. President Schnack stated this will be on the next Council agenda for a vote. Mr. Murphy was thanked for coming. 

Vice President Bowen inquired on the Pavilion project progress. Public Works Director Gray commented during installation of the concrete caissons for the foundation they hit a layer of peat moss, which has no weight bearing capacity. Structural Engineer Harry Benn required an 8 inch diameter casing with studs be driven to refusal for the foundation. Work will continue tomorrow, and the foundation should be completed next week, with trusses delivered the first week in May. This will have no affect on the construction schedule or project completion. Discussion continued. Mr. Gray will keep the Council apprised of the Pavilion project progress.  
VII.  COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND REPORTS

A) Town Administrator’s Report. Finance Director Collins reported she met with Chief Bryer, Deputy Chief Tighe, Ron Barber and the Town Administrator to review and discuss the proposed changes to the Fire Department Abatement Ordinance and Incentive Policy. This will be brought forward to the Council at the May 7th regular meeting.  
1) Municipal recycling. Public Works Director Gray reported on single stream recycling (RIRRC notice). Eventually all communities will be single stream with additional items recycled. The public will be educated using flyers and newspaper notification. Once this begins in Jamestown, the contract with Island Rubbish can be renewed.  
2) New England Onsite Wastewater Training Program, URI. Public Works Director Gray reported Environmental Scientist Justin Jobin worked with URI and presented at the 21st NOWRA Technical and Educational Conference April 3 – 5 and also led a tour highlighting the innovative storm water and onsite wastewater system management work being done in Jamestown. Justin did an excellent job, as noted by the letter of commendation from New England Onsite Wastewater Training Center Director George Loomis. 
B) Finance Director’s Report. The report is accepted.
C) Town Council Liaison Reports.
1) Buildings and Facilities Committee. Councilor Murphy noted the work session with the Committee on April 30th. 

2) Conservation Commission. Councilor Winsor commented on the letter of Commission Chair Carol Trocki regarding aesthetic implications of the wind turbine development and the Commission’s April 10th vote (5 to 1) they do not object to the proposed development at Taylor Point on aesthetic grounds. She has been thinking about the vote since that meeting, and feels the Council should have given them a definition of aesthetics and criteria to work with relative to Jamestown. She feels discussion needs to be more free from concepts and needs disinterest and universality of concepts. This may have created a different dialogue, broader in concept. One comment made of the bridge as industrial needs to be put into context. She wanted to add her sense of the meeting and that aesthetics criteria should have been set ahead of time.
3) Harbor Commission. Vice President Bowen reported the Commission met and discussions continued of the Aquidneck Ferry proposal to run ferry service between Newport and Jamestown. This proposal had been turned back to Harbor by the Council for further review. The Commission formed a special four-person sub-committee, as he suggested, for proposal review. The large commercial vessel proposes to use the public touch-and-go; there is no commercial dock in Jamestown. The sub-committee will prepare and submit a recommendation to the Council. 
4) School Department. Councilor White reports things at the school are very quiet (vacation week).

VIII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.
IX.  ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

A) Resolutions

1) No. 2012-08: Opposing a 2% increase in the Meals and Beverage Tax. The Resolution was read by Councilor Winsor.       
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to adopt Resolution No. 2012-08 Opposing a 2% increase in the Meals and Beverage Tax. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
2) No. 2012-09: Opposing the Expansion of the Lodging Tax. The Resolution was read by Vice President Bowen
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Ellen Winsor to adopt Resolution No. 2012-09 Opposing the expansion of the Lodging Tax. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
3) No. 2012-10: In Support of House Bill 7561 – Registration of Voters. 
The Resolution was read by Councilor Murphy.
A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to adopt Resolution No. 2012-10 In support of House Bill 7561 – Registration of Voters. 

Discussion. Councilor Winsor stated she brought this forward as it is incredulous that people with post office boxes are being disenfranchised. 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
X.  COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

A) Communications
1) State Planning Council Notice of Public Hearing re: State Guide Plan Element 721, draft plan entitled Rhode Island Water 2030, 04/30/2012.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the Communication. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
2) Letter of RIDOA Office of Housing and Community Development re: correction of omission of 13 Swinburne Street Project from 2010 CDBG Award of $147,000 not $97,000
A motion was made by Ellen Winsor with second by Robert Bowen to accept the Communication. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

3) Invitation to Grand Opening Ceremony for the Wickford Junction Train Station and Garage, 04/23/2012
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. Vice President Bowen, Councilor Winsor and Councilor Murphy plan to attend.  
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

4) Letter of Burrillville Town Clerk Louise Phaneuf re: support for voter registrations, acknowledgements and change of address 
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to accept the Communication. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  
5) Letter of Burrillville Town Clerk Louise Phaneuf re: support for House Bill 7581 An act relating to public utilities and carriers – public transit investment
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to accept the Communication. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
6) Letter and application from RIDEM Division of Forest Environment re: America the Beautiful – Tree RI 2012 grants
A motion was made by Ellen Winsor with second by William Murphy to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. This was referred to the Tree Preservation and Protection Committee. 

Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

7) RIDEM Office of Water Resources Notice of Public Hearing re: Draft RIPDES pesticide general permit for discharges from application of pesticides, 05/17/2012
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. Mike Gray stated this is a formality as this falls under the umbrella for maintenance of our wastewater system. A few years ago the Town decided not to continue under the program as discharge was affecting the lobster population (per local lobster fishermen). 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

8) Letter of FEMA re: updated Coastal Flood Insurance Rate Maps with announcement for Newport County meeting, 05/02/2012 
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. Environmental Scientist Justin Jobin is attending these meetings.
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

9) Letter of Jamestown Conservation Commission Chair Carol Trocki re: Fort Getty use planning
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. The Conservation Commission will be present at the April 23rd workshop.
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

10) Letter of Jamestown Conservation Commission Chair Carol Trocki re: Proposed wind turbine development at Taylor Point.

A motion was made by Robert Bowen second by Michael White to accept the Communication. 
Discussion. Councilor Winsor read the second paragraph of the letter “All Commissioners present agreed that the visual simulations provided by the Town’s consultant were adequate to allow for a reasonable assessment of the size, scale, and position of the proposed turbine when viewed from various locations around the island. While we all agreed that aesthetics are a highly subjective and individual matter of personal preference, the Commission voted 5 to 1 that we do not object to the proposed development of a wind turbine at Taylor Point on aesthetic grounds.” The Conservation Commission needed a broader definition of aesthetics so that the conversation included history, farm purchases, and other matters of aesthetics and industrialization included. 
Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.  

XI.  LICENSES AND PERMITS

All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance

A) One Day Event/Entertainment License Application
1) Applicant:
Jamestown School – Susan Baccari

Event:

8th Grade Duck Derby

Date:

May 11, 2012 



Location: 
East Ferry 
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to grant the One Day Event/Entertainment license application of Jamestown School subject to all Town conditions. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
B) One Day Peddler License Application
1) 
Applicant:
Bravo Wood Fired Pizza, Inc.



Event:

Sheep Shearing



Date:

May 12, 2012



Location: 
Watson Farm, North Road
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to grant the One Day Peddler license application of Bravo Wood Fired Pizza, Inc. subject to all Town conditions. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.


2)
Applicant:
Humane Society of Jamestown



Event:

Annual Sale



Date:

May 28, 2012



Location:
Bank of America Parking Lot
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to grant the One Day Peddler license application of the Humane Society of Jamestown subject to all Town conditions. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

3)

Applicant:
Jamestown Historical Society



Event:

Windmill Day



Date:

July 14, 2012



Location:
Windmill, North Road

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to grant the One Day Peddler license application of Jamestown Historical Society subject to all Town conditions. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

XII. OPEN FORUM

A) Scheduled to Address. None

B) Non-scheduled to Address

Ellen Winsor. Discussion of what falls under “Open Forum” ensued. Councilor Winsor suggested along with the property reappraisal in the coming year we also do an energy assessment of the houses in Jamestown. The US could save 40% to 60% if we become more efficient. President Schnack stated this will not be put on an agenda for discussion. The Town Council has no business auditing energy consumption, and this is not part of the Council’s authority. There are agencies that do this (RISE). Discussion continued. Councilor Murphy stated he is not in favor of this either. RISE does energy audits for free, and then pays part of the cost for improvements. President Schnack stated energy conservation is a personal issue and people need to take the responsibility to do their own energy audits without Town Council action. Solicitor Ruggiero stated he would have to research this issue to determine whether this would fall under Council purview. 
Councilor Winsor commented she has been attending the Wind Energy Siting Committee meetings since its inception, editing all drafts and receiving all meeting notices. She has been addressing all the issues and has been invited to the table by Kevin Flynn. People who do not attend the meetings don’t know the level of contribution she has made over time. She has been attending and editing and doing what everyone else on the Committee has been doing. 

XIII. APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES

A) EMS Compensation Committee
1) Term limit reached
a) Lennart Nilsson
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to send a letter of thanks to Lennart Nilsson for his service to the Town.   
Discussion. Solicitor Ruggiero would like to review this, as the two committees were merged into one when EMS and JFD were merged. A letter will only be sent to Lennart if it is appropriate. Discussion continued.  
An amendment to the motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to review the ordinances and information in the Clerk’s Office and if it is appropriate letters of gratitude will be sent to the Lennart and other members of the Compensation Committee. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
B) 
Tax Assessment Board of Review

1)
Term limit reached

a)
Barbara Hamilton Porter
2)
Alternate member to Regular member (One (1) vacancy with a three-year term ending May 31, 2015); if favorable appoint

b) Joan McCauley

A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by Michael White to send a letter of thanks to Barbara Hamilton Porter for her services to the Town and appoint Joan McCauley as a Regular member to the new three-year term for the period June 1, 2012 to May 31, 2015.  Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

C)
Town Buildings and Facilities Committee 

1)
Letter of resignation

a)
Chris Fabiszak

2)
Alternate member to Regular member; (One (1) vacancy with a three-year term limit ending May 31, 2015); if favorable appoint


a)
Jeff Bush
A motion was made by Michael White with second by William Murphy to accept the resignation of Chris Fabiszak and send a letter of thanks for his services to the Town and appoint Jeff Bush as a Regular member for the remainder of Chris Fabiszak’s term and appoint him to the new three-year term for the period June 1, 2012 to May 31, 2015. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
 D)
Affordable Housing Committee


1) 
Letter of resignation



a)
Shirley Dean

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to accept the letter of resignation of Shirley Dean, send a letter of thanks for her services to the Town and advertise the vacancy. Voted unanimously in the affirmative. 
XIV.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A) Fort Getty Pavilion. Addressed previously.   
XV.  NEW BUSINESS

A) ACS Contract for Town Clerk’s Office Land Evidence System: Approval by Town Council and authorization for signing by the Town Administrator. The cost for renewal is $5.75 per document, which covers the cost of the system and equipment. 
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to approve renewal of the ACS Contract for the Town Clerk’s Office Land Evidence System with ACS Enterprise Solutions, Inc. for a 20/20 Perfect Vision Land Records Management System at a cost of $5.75 per document. 
Discussion. The equipment is delivered and installed here, and operated in our facility, with a fee per document. Solicitor Ruggiero and IT Director Glier have reviewed the contract. 

Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

B) Revisions to the Town of Jamestown Police Department Pension Plan
1) Plan Document
2) Pension Protection Act Amendment

3) Adopting Resolution

Finance Director Collins reported that periodically the IRS requires all Plan sponsors to restate their retirement plans in their entirety due to frequent changes in legislation. The purpose of the required restatement is to bring the Plan document into compliance with the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act (EGTRRA) and more recent legislation. The Plan restatement is effective as of July 1, 2011 and must be completed by April 30, 2012. This revision takes care of housekeeping issues and to comply with the law, and Plan benefits and/or provisions are not affected or changed in any way. The document has been reviewed by the Police Department. The Plan is 49 pages and the final version has been distributed to Council members for review and approval. The current Plan (with red-lined changes) is available for Council review if needed. Discussion continued. Per Solicitor Ruggiero, adopting the Resolution accomplishes all that is required. The Adopting Resolution was read by Town Council President Schnack.
A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Robert Bowen to approve the Adopting Resolution and all actions contained within and authorize its signing by the Town Council.  
Discussion. Councilor Winsor asked Solicitor Ruggiero if he read the Plan. Solicitor Ruggiero stated that he does not do pension work for the Town. Finance Director Collins and Angel Pension Associates have reviewed it and determined that all required amendment/restatement work has been done. 

Back to the vote on the motion. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
C)
Awarding of Bid for Jamestown Golf Course Irrigation Booster Pump System to Industrial Pump Sales and Service for an amount not to exceed $49,780. Public Works Director Gray reported on the current irrigation pump at the golf course that has been used since 1995 and the various problems with the antiquated system.  This is a complete system upgrade that takes the pumps out of the pond, is installed in a concrete vault (by town staff) and is a complete, modern, energy-efficient, upgraded turnkey system.  Discussion continued.
A motion was made by Robert Bowen with second by William Murphy to approve the awarding of the contract for the Jamestown Golf Course irrigation booster pump system to Industrial Pump Sales and Service for an amount not to exceed $49,780 as bid. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.

XVI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.
XVII.  ADJOURNMENT.

A motion was made by William Murphy with second by Michael White to adjourn. Voted unanimously in the affirmative.
The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.

Attest:

Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk

Copies to:
Town Council (5)



Town Administrator



Town Solicitor
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