Charter Review Committee
Meeting Minutes, Wednesday, June 30, 2011

I. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by Dan Wright, Co-Chair.
II. Roll Call:  The following members were present:  Robert Ullrich, Julio DiGiando, Sav Rebecchi, Daniel Wright, and Michael Schnack

Absent: Susan Little, David Long,
III. New Business:

A. Approval of Minutes:  June 22, 2011:  Moved by Julio DiGiando, Second: Rober Ullrich.  Approved 5 - 0
B. Review of Documents:  The following documents were provided to the committee by Cheryl Fernstrom, Town Clerk:
1. Charlestown Budget Process

2. Recall Provisions – summary page and code sections

3. Financial Town Meetings In Rhode Island (June 2008)

4. Initiative and Referendum – summary 

5. Memo from Jim Donnelly – RE:  Origin and Regulation of the Financial Town Meeting

6. Recall Provisions Survey – Charlestown

7. RIGL, Title 42, Chapter 42-46-3 Open Meetings

8. RIGL, Title 42, Chapter 42-46-6 Open Meetings

9. RIGL, Chapter 45-3 – Town Meetings, sections 45-3-1 – 45-3-26
10. Memo from Dale Holberton, South Kingstown, RI – RE: Charter Amendments

11. Municipal Charters in Rhode Island, Local Government Assistance, Revised 2010.

12. Jamestown, RI – Charter and Related Laws, Article I – XIII.

13. 2011 – H5458 – An Act Relating To Elections

Committee members were charged with reviewing the above documents prior to the next meeting for further discussion.

C. Review of State Law re: Financial Town Meetings

1. Discussion re: State Law – The committee discussed the following and would like legal comment on: 
· What constitutes a ballot?  
· With the advent of improved technology, does state law restrict the term ballot to mean “paper ballot” or do other forms of voting – not voice or hand vote – constitute a ballot?

· Voting on Motions – discussion re: 20% to move to ballot:  appears that this would apply to each motion individually and not to all votes cast at the FTM, and only take effect at FTM.

D. Review of FTM procedures:

1. Discussed issues of procedures at FTM – major issue was secret ballot, which was improved since 2010 FTM with the assistance of the Board of Canvasers.  Question arose whether we can make recommendations to make the FTM processes better.  Committee consensus was to look at options and make a recommendation to the Council along with a recommendation whether to disband the FTM in favor of referendum, or keep FTM.
2. Discussed issue of Moderator control of meeting.  Reading charter and RIGL it would appear that the Moderator has latitude regarding the rules of the meeting and running the meeting.  Question brought up whether Council can dictate order of meeting or give Board of Canvassers more responsibility and control over meeting – through a change in charter or other method.

3. Options to FTM discussed.  The goal of the FTM is to have an approved budget at the end of the process.  What would happen in a referendum process in which the budget was rejected?  

· Discussed whether or not the town (Council) is doing enough to educate the public regarding the FTM process and budget in general.  Are there other methods to disseminate the information besides distributing the budget in the Jamestown Press and posting it on-line at the Town’s website?

E. Recalls/ Referenda

1. Arthur Christman spoke in favor of Recall citing issues with not only Town Council, School Committee and Moderator, but with other boards and commissions/committees.  Mr. Christman’s main point was that people elected or appointed often come with agendas, and that recall provides for “checks and balances”.  He would like the recall decision to go before the voters to decide if it should be implemented.

2. Ellen Winsor provided a memo re: Recall of Elected Officials – stated that it is the right of the people to have a recall provision.

3. The committee’s consensus was to review this issue and make a determination at the next meeting whether or not to recommend a change to the Council.

F. Communications:
1. Memo – Ellen Winsor, RE:  Recall of Elected Officials

IV. Other Administrative Issues, as needed.

A. To be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting:

1. Outstanding legal issues.  Mike Schnack will request the presence of Peter Ruggiero at the next meeting.
2. Generally Assembly legislation re: An Act Relating to Elections, 2011 H5458 – and the effect this legislation has on financial town meetings – if passed.

3. Material distributed at today’s meeting will be discussed further at the next meeting.
4. The committee needs to make a decision/recommendation within the next three weeks (meetings) to meet the Council’s deadline.

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM

Next meeting scheduled for 7/7/11, 6:00 PM, Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Michael Schnack, Secretary
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