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I. PURPOSE 

The Adopt-A-ROW program’s purpose is to protect and maintain the shoreline resources and preserve 
natural esthetic areas within Jamestown.  The intent of the Town of Jamestown’s Adopt-A-ROW program 
is to establish a clear understanding of what the expectations are between the entity adopting the ROW 
and the Town of Jamestown.  The program has three main areas of focus, the application process, the 
maintenance responsibilities of adopting a ROW, and the termination process.   

II. DEFINITIONS 

Right-of-Way (ROW) - A public ROW to the shore is a parcel of land over which the public has the 
right to pass on foot or, if appropriate, by vehicle, in order to access the tidal waters of Rhode Island.  
This right of passage is consistent with the use and condition of each particular site.  Accordingly, public 
ROWs can be used for a variety of activities such as scenic overlooks, providing access to fishing, access 
to mooring sites, or if appropriate launching a boat. 

III. POLICY 

The Role of the Town of Jamestown 

The Town of Jamestown is responsible for creating and maintaining all public ROWs within its 
jurisdiction.  The Town of Jamestown has the authority to establish policies procedures or programs that 
best ensure the public access and maintenance of its ROWs.  Although the CRMC has an Adopt-An-
Access program, since the Town of Jamestown serves as the ROW Proprietor for that program, all 
requests for adoption of a ROW within Jamestown, either for a CRMC-designated ROW or a Town-
designated ROW shall go through Jamestown’s Adopt-A-ROW program.   

The Town of Jamestown is responsible for enforcing any violations for all public ROWs within its 
jurisdiction.  The enforcement of violations shall be at the Town’s discretion at the direction of the Town 
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Council and/or the Town Administrator, and may include items such as issuing warnings, cease and desist 
orders, restitution of areas improperly altered, fines, or other legal proceedings depending on the severity 
of the violation.  

The Role of the CRMC  

According to Rhode Island General Law, The CRMC has the authority to designate public ROWs to the 
tidal waters of the state (R.I.G.L. 46- 23.6). The CRMC does not create “new” public ROWs, they must 
already exist. The CRMC merely recognizes and places an official designation on previously existing 
ROWs. It is the landowner and/or a city or town that creates a public ROW; the CRMC merely identifies 
these sites.  

The Role of the Conservation Commission 

According to Rhode Island General Law, city or town councils have the authority to create a commission, 
to be called the conservation commission, the purpose of which is to is to promote and develop the natural 
resources, protect the watershed resources, and preserve natural esthetic areas within municipalities 
(R.I.G.L. 45-35-1).  The Conservation Commission in Jamestown, shall be responsible for the oversite of 
the Town’s ROW’s and the administration of the Town of Jamestown’s Adopt-A-ROW program.  The 
Conservation Commission shall also serve as the liaison for the Town for any person or group, such as 
The Friends of Jamestown ROWs, who have interest in maintaining and preserving the Town’s public 
ROWs. 

The Role of an Adopter of an ROW 

As stated under this Polices Procedure, section D, Maintenance Responsibilities, “The intent of Adopt-A-
ROW program is to maintain the ROW being adopted at its current condition when adopted”.  The 
adopter of an ROW shall only perform the Maintenance Responsibilities explicitly listed in section 
D of this policy.  The Adopter of an ROW shall not perform any other actions such as cutting down 
trees, creating stairways to the shore, or any other actions outside of those listed in section D 
without first consulting with the Conservation Commission and if necessary, receiving a CRMC 
assent permit.   
 
IV. PROCEDURE 

A. The Application Process 

For an entity to adopt a ROW in Jamestown, they shall fill out and submit an application to the 
Jamestown Conservation Commission.  The application form to apply to the Adopt-A-ROW program 
is contained in Appendix 1. The Conservation Commission shall consider all applications for the 
Adopt-A-ROW program on an individual basis using the following guidelines: 

Conservation Commission Guidelines for the Application Process 

1. Evaluation of the ROW being adopted. The ROW being adopted shall be evaluated as to its 
suitability to be included in the program.  Factors such as the current condition of the ROW, 
the benefit to the public in placing the ROW under adoption, and the benefit to the town of 
placing the ROW under adoption shall be considered. 

2. Evaluation of the adopting entity.  Each adopting entity shall be evaluated as to their 
suitability to be included in the program. Entities adopting a ROW can be an organization, 
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company, group, or individual.  Preference shall be given to organizations whose missions are 
in line with the preservation of public access to the shoreline.  The Conservation Commission 
shall also consider the motivation of the entity in applying to the program.  Factors such as any 
benefit that the entity may derive from maintaining the ROW that is not in line with the public 
access to the ROW shall be considered. 

3. Ability to perform the maintenance.  Each adopting entity shall be evaluated as to its ability 
to perform the maintenance on the ROW being adopted.  Factors such as physical distance 
from the ROW of the entity performing the work, access to proper tools, and the amount of 
work required to maintain the ROW shall be considered. 

4. Alignment with program purpose.  Each application shall be evaluated in its entirety as to its 
fit with the program’s purpose of protecting and maintaining the shoreline resources and 
preserving the natural esthetic areas within Jamestown 

B. The Approval Process 

After applications are reviewed, the Conservation Commission will make a recommendation to the 
Town Council as to whether to approve the application.  The Town Council will discuss the 
application and will have the final say in the approval or denial of the application.   

Upon the successful completion of the application process, the entity adopting the ROW shall 
complete and sign the release from liability form and the appropriate Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) depending on the type of ROW being adopted. 

CRMC Designated ROWs. For CRMC designated ROWs, the entity adopting the ROW and the 
Town of Jamestown, serving as ROW Proprietor, shall use the CRMC Adopt-an-Access Program 
MOU.  The template for the CRMC MOU is contained in Appendix 2.  

Town Designated ROWs. For Town designated ROWs, the entity adopting the ROW and the 
Town of Jamestown shall use the Town of Jamestown MOU.  The template for the Town of 
Jamestown MOU is contained in Appendix 3. 

C. Training 

Once an application for Jamestown Adopt-A-ROW program has been approved by the Town Council, 
the adopter of the ROW shall go through a training session conducted by a member of the 
Conservation Commission or by persons designated by the Conservation Commission to conduct the 
training.  No maintenance on the adopted ROW shall be performed by the adopter of the ROW until 
the training session has been successfully completed. 

D. Maintenance Responsibilities 

The intent of Adopt-A-ROW program is to maintain the ROW being adopted at its current condition 
when adopted.  Any improvements or other activity that is not consistent with the maintenance 
responsibilities defined in this section are considered out of scope of this program and shall not be 
performed unless given permission by the CRMC and the Town of Jamestown. 

The Town of Jamestown defines the maintenance responsibilities for the entity adopting the ROW as 
follows: 
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• Clean up and removal of trash. 
• Clean up and removal of small natural debris such as fallen tree limbs and leaves.  
• Clean up and removal of storm damage that does not require anything beyond hand tools. 
• Mowing of grass in already established lawn areas. 
• Trimming of bushes, shrubs, and trees that does not require anything beyond hand tools. 

All maintenance work performed at the ROW being adopted shall be in compliance with CRMC 
regulations.  If an activity outside the defined maintenance responsibilities for the ROW is 
proposed, it is normally done so through the submission of an assent application request to the 
CRMC. 

Generally, a CRMC assent permit is required for any construction or alteration on a coastal 
feature (e.g., coastal beach, barrier, dune, coastal wetlands, headlands, bluffs and cliffs, rocky 
shores, and manmade shorelines,) or within 200 feet of a coastal feature or tidal waters, including 
salt ponds, of Rhode Island. Also, permits are required for work that has a reasonable probability 
of conflicting with CRMC goals, management plans or programs; and have the potential to change 
the environment of the coastal region due to those inland activities described in Section 1.3.3 of 
the Red Book (650-RICR-20-00-1). 

 
E. The Termination Process 

Once an entity has adopted a ROW in Jamestown, the expectation is that the entity will maintain the 
ROW until such a time that either the Town of Jamestown or the entity deems that it is no longer 
appropriate.  Either the entity adopting the ROW or the Town of Jamestown may terminate the 
agreement at any time.  Any entity that has been terminated from the Adopt-A-ROW program may 
not re-apply for the program for a period of 1 year from the date of termination.  In order to terminate 
the agreement, the party requesting the Termination shall notify the other party in writing of the desire 
to terminate the agreement including the reason for termination.   

 
 

http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationforms/Coastal_Shoreline_Features_CRMC.pdf
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/applicationforms/Coastal_Shoreline_Features_CRMC.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/650-20-00-1
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/650-20-00-1
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