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“The views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 
those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 
official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 
unless so designated by other official documentation.”
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INTRODUCTIONS

USACE Co-Chair : CPT Erik Patton, PMP

RAB Community Co-Chair : Mr. David Sommers

RIDEM State Rep : Nicholas Noons 
Tanner Steeves

Credere, LLC : Sean McNamara, PhD 

Gould Island RAB Meeting – 15 November 2018
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AGENDA – 15 NOVEMBER 2018
Call to Order and Introductions
Administrative Announcements and Actions

• Co-Chair Comments 
• Jamestown website & Response to unanswered questions from last meeting 

Programmatic Updates
• Formal correspondence between RI and USACE 
• Debris removal contract award – ongoing 

Project Updates and Milestones
• Initial risk screening 
• Credere, LLC updates 

• Risk screening methodology
• Initial risk screening results

• Next steps 
Open Discussion and Agenda Development 

• Extending community outreach 
Public Comments 
Wrap Up
Motion to Adjourn
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RULES OF THE RAB
• All Views Are Valid
• Talk to The Chairman of the Meeting
• Suspend Judgment
• No Personal Accusations
• One Voice at a Time
• Maintain Relevance
• Adhere to Time Allocation
• Focus on The Job (Task is the Boss)
• Establish Conclusions and Recommendations
• Anything You Say Will Not Be Used Against You Later
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15-November-2018

5RAB WEBSITES
(THANK YOU LISA BRYER & ANDREW NOTA OF JAMESTOWN!)

GOULD ISLAND RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD WEBSITE
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-committees/gould-island-restoration-advisory-board

This is your website – please send comments and suggestions for improvement to Mr. Sommers or CPT Patton

RAB MEETINGS AND DRONE FOOTAGE VIDEOS
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-committees/town-committee-s-videos

RIDEM GOULD ISLAND ONLINE INFORMATION REPOSITORY
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/wastemanagement/superfund/gould-island.php



UNANSWERED QUESTIONS RESOLUTION
Replies to last meeting’s unanswered questions were distributed to RAB 
members in August via email and are available on the RAB webpage. 

15-November-2018
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PROGRAMMATIC UPDATES 7

Gould Island RAB Meeting – 15 November 2018

RIDEM and USACE
USACE to RIHPHC



8PROGRAMMATIC UPDATES

15-November-2018

Debris removal contract for safe site 
access during HTRW sampling



15-November-2018
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Boiler 
House

Debris removal contract for safe site 
access during HTRW sampling



PROJECT MILESTONE – INITIAL RISK 
SCREENING 

10
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8 & 10 – Incinerator and Disposal Area
13 – Former Transformer Yard
16 – Former Barracks
21 & 22 – Bunkers
24 – Cable Terminal Building
35 – Boiler House
38 – Torpedo Storage 
49 – Water Tower Pump and Equipment
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CREDERE UPDATES



Design of Remedial Investigation (RI)
• Review of Site history, aerial photos, building and land use
• Review of previous investigations (generally limited sampling data)
• Preliminary determination of potential contaminants of concern 

(PCOCs) for each New England District (NED) site
• Field observations during Site clearing and RI sampling
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Soil Borings 

• Advanced and characterized 124 soil borings with 2” Geoprobe track rig
• Sampled 83 locations for PCOCs
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Bedrock Monitoring Well (BRMW) Installation 

• BRMW installed at 5 locations to assess potential aquifer contamination
• Wells drilled 29 – 91 feet below ground surface (bgs)
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Overburden Monitoring Well Installation

• Installed 7 overburden wells
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Test Pits

• Investigate debris and PCOCs on beach below Disposal Area 14 and incinerator
• Piezometer installed at one test pit to sample pore water
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Sediment Sampling

• Attempted deeper water sampling at 7 locations. Diver will be required due to 
hardpack conditions

• Collected tidal zone sediment samples at 7 locations
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Remedial Investigation Activities Completed in 2018
• Surface Soil Sampling

• Collected 56 discrete soil samples to analyze for PCOCs
• Collected 10 surface soil samples from areas presumed to be clean to 

establish background concentration of arsenic
• Incremental Sampling Method (ISM) performed at 12 Decision Units 

(DUs) to assess surface soil risk over larger areas (e.g. former coal pile 
area)

• Sludge / Stormwater Sampling
• Collected from storm sewer containing transformer

• Concrete Sampling
• Collected 35 concrete samples in areas around transformers to test for 

PCBs
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RI Results
• 398 total samples collected
• Over 50k individual chemicals analyzed 
• Data validated by 3rd party for accuracy
• Validated results compared to EPA and Rhode Island 

exposure standards for soil, water, sediments
• Screening Level Ecological Risk Assessment (SLERA) 

• Contaminant risk to potential receptors based on use 
• Sludge / Stormwater Sampling

• Collected from storm sewer containing transformer
• Concrete Sampling

• Collected 35 concrete samples in areas around transformers to test for 
PCBs

19

CREDERE UPDATES



Screening Level Ecological Risk Assessment (SLERA)
• First step in determining potential exposure risk at 

each site sampled
• Compares sampling results to EPA and State risk 

screening levels (RSL) based on land use – residential, 
recreational, commercial, construction

• SLERA is a tool for determining which areas may 
require additional information for a comprehensive 
risk assessment versus areas with low/no risk

• SLERA results will be used to design the second round 
of sampling to delineate areas of potential risk (2019)
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SLERA Results
• 29 sites analyzed

• No major surprises based on historical use
• 9 sites require additional delineation to 

determine risk 
• Lateral, vertical extents of PCOCs
• Additional sampling for specific PCOCs

• Several sites require additional sampling for 
confirmation of no risk exceedance

• Some may be geomorphic – i.e., arsenic
• Others easily cleaned up - e.g., lead paint dust on 

floor of torpedo building
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• Elevated metals, 
PAHs (soot), dioxin

• Typical for combustion 
products

• Additional sampling 
to determine lateral 
and vertical extents 
of PCOCs

22

CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 8 – Incinerator Building

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



• Elevated metals, PAHs (soot), 
dioxin, hydrocarbons (oil)

• Additional sampling to determine 
lateral and vertical extents of 
PCOCs

• Additional shoreline and sediment 
sampling
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CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 10 – Disposal Area 14

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



• PCBs from old transformers
• Verify extent of PCBs from leaking 

transformers
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CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 13 – Electric Substation

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



• Debris removal required
• Characterize center of each for 

PAHs, metals, hydrocarbons, 
explosives
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CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 21 and 22 – Bunkers

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



• Demolition required
• Data gap sampling 

on edges for lateral 
and vertical extent of 
PAHs, metals, dioxin 

• Sample interior slab
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CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 35 – Boiler House

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



• Verify extent of PCBs from leaking 
transformers

• Verify lead on interior floor debris 
is from old lead paint
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CREDERE UPDATES
SLERA for Site 38 – Torpedo Building

Exceeds RSL
Below RSL

Data Gap Sampling



Next Steps
• Refine SLERA 

• Some areas need supporting information
• Demolition and Debris Removal

• Bunkers
• Boiler house
• UST near maintenance facility

• QAPP / FSP Addendum
• Specifications for additional field sampling

• Additional Field Investigations
• Spring/Fall 2019

• Repeat SLERA 
• Comprehensive Risk Assessment
• Submit RI Report
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CERCLA MILESTONES –
RI TASKS REMAINING

29
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Debris Removal 
Field Work

No Field Work –
Nesting Season

Data Gap 
Sampling
RI Report 
Writing

(thru April 2020)



COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
INITIATIVES

• Local media outreach ?
• STEM education outreach ?
• Meetings with civic groups ?

15-November-2018
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 31
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WRAP UP 32

Gould Island RAB Meeting – 15 November 2018

• Next meeting scheduled for April 2019.


	Gould Island �restoration advisory board
	Introductions
	Agenda – 15 November 2018
	RULES OF THE RAB
	Slide Number 5
	Unanswered questions resolution
	Programmatic updates
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Project Milestone – initial risk screening 
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	          �
	CERCLA MILESTONES – �RI tasks remaining
	Community Outreach Initiatives
	Public comments
	Wrap up

