
Town Council Meeting Agenda                         03-19-2018                               Page 1 of 4 
 

 
 
The public is welcome to participate in this Town Council meeting. Open Forum offers citizens the opportunity 
to clarify an item on the agenda, address items not on the agenda, or comment on a communication or Consent 
Agenda item. Citizens are welcome to speak to the subject of a Public Hearing, and are allowed to speak at 
the discretion of the Council President or a majority of Councilors present, or at other times during the 
meeting, in particular during New or Unfinished Business.   
 
Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room, stating their name and address 
for the record; comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience.  It is the Town Council’s hope 
that citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other’s right to speak, tolerant of different points 
of view, and mindful of everyone’s time. 
 
Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website at:    
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-
meetings-minutes/2018-meetings  
 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 

COMMISSIONERS 
A) Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

1) February 20, 2018 (regular meeting)  
B) Open Forum 

1) Scheduled request to address 
a) Katherine Maxwell; discussion of Water and Sewer Rates in 

Jamestown 
2) Non-scheduled request to address 

C) Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or 
potential action and/or vote 
1)       Pumping Report 
2)  Town Projects Reports 

b) Town Wells 
c) Water Treatment Plant 
d) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir 
e) Distribution System 
f) Wastewater Treatment Facility  

 
Town Council Adjourns from sitting as the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners 
IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 

RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Jamestown Town Hall 

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
93 Narragansett Avenue 

Monday, March 19, 2018 
6:30 PM 

 
 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings
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V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 
 All approvals for licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes and appropriate 

signatures as well as, when applicable, proof of insurance. 
 

VI. OPEN FORUM       
 Please note that, under scheduled requests to address, if the topic of the address is available to be 

put on the agenda, the Council may discuss the issue 
A) Scheduled request to address 
B) Non-scheduled request to address 
 

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,     
 COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS 

A) Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota 
1) Coyote activity update 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
For past discussion documentation, please visit http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-
council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings  

A) Jamestown Philomenian Library Building Renovation Project – Revised 
Scope of the Library Building Renovation Design; Library Building 
Committee Chair Paul Housberg and Architect Mohamed Farzan 
1) Approval of the Revised Scope of the Library Building Renovation 

Design; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
2) Approval for the Placement of a resolution or question on a future 

Financial Town Meeting Warrant, Special Election Ballot or General 
Election Ballot for the Library Building Renovation Project; review, 
discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

B) Jamestown Golf Course Club House Replacement Project, continued from 
the March 5, 2018 Town Council Meeting  
1) Approval of the Design for replacement of the Golf Course Club 

House; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  
2) Approval for the Placement of a resolution or question on a future 

Financial Town Meeting Warrant, Special Election Ballot or General 
Election Ballot for the Golf Course Club House Replacement; 
review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

C) Jamestown School Committee proposed School Construction Project 
1) Town Council Support for proposed School Construction Project as 

requested by the Jamestown School Committee; review, discussion 
and/or potential action and/or vote   

2) Town Council Support for General Assembly enabling legislation for 
a General Obligation Bond in the amount of $5.9 million for the 
proposed school construction, as requested by the Jamestown School 
Committee; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  

D) Solarize Rhode Island – Jamestown Participation; review, discussion and/or 
potential action and/or vote 
1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-05: Relative to Supporting the 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings
http://www.jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings-minutes/2018-meetings
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Goals of Solarize Rhode Island 
E) Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times  

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

A) Town Council Support for House Bill 7385 and Senate Bill 2270 – Support 
for removal of the “Sunset” Provision from the Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure Mediation Act; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or 
vote 
1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-03: Support for the Removal of the 

“Sunset” Provision regarding the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure 
Mediation Act 

B) Veterans Exemptions in the Town of Jamestown – request for review by 
Dennis Webster; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 
1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-04: Relative to the Regulation of 

Property Subject to Taxation – Veterans Exemption Increase 
C) Jamestown Ambulance Barn; review, discussion and/or potential action 

and/or vote 
  

X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS 
 
XI. CONSENT AGENDA 

An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of 
typographical errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to approval of each item 
as if it had been acted upon separately. 
A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes 

1) March 5, 2018 (regular meeting) 
2) March 8, 2018 (school budget work session) 

B) Minutes of Town Boards/Commissions/Committees 
1) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (02/01/2018) 
2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (02/06/2018) 
3) Jamestown Philomenian Library Building Renovation (02/12/2018) 
4) Jamestown Planning Commission (01/03/2018) 
5) Jamestown Planning Commission (01/17/2018) 
6) Jamestown Planning Commission (02/07/2018) 

C) CRMC Notices 
1) March 2018 Calendar, revised 
2) Meeting Notice for State Assent application filed by Antonio and 

Joseph Pinheiro CRMC File No. 2014-12-056 on Tuesday, March 27, 
2018 at 6:00 p.m., Conference Room A, Administration Building, 
One Capitol Hill, Providence 

D) Finance Director’s Report 
    
XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
A) Communications 

1) Letter of RIDEM Office of Water Resources re: Project Priority List 
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Request for Projects for State Fiscal Year 2019, due April 10, 2018 
B) Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns 

1) Resolution of the Warwick City Council in Support of removal of the 
Sunshine Provision from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure 
Mediation Act  

2) Resolution of the Smithfield School Committee requesting the RI 
General Assembly support Article 5 of House Bill 7200 to place a 
referendum before the voters incurring debt of $250 million for 
renovation of existing and construction of new schools 

3) Resolution of the Glocester Town Council in Support of House Bill 
7501 and Senate Bill 2419 relating to the implementation of In 
Person Early Voting  

4) Resolution of the Exeter Town Council in Support of removal of the 
Sunshine Provision from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure 
Mediation Act 

5) Resolution of the Charlestown Town Council in Opposition to the 
proposed inclusion of the North Atlantic Region in the 2019-2024 
National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program  

 
XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS    

A) Planning Department/Planning Commission/Affordable Housing 
Committee Reports (April) 

B) Final report on the Fire Station Rehabilitation Project (April) 
C) Fort Getty Landscape Project/Tree Preservation and Protection Committee 

Report (April) 
D) Friends of the Jamestown Rights of Way Report (April) 
E) Review of Open Meetings Act (April) 
F) Friends of the Jamestown Seniors (March 26th) 

   
XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (5) Real Estate (acquisition of 
properties for affordable housing); review, discussion and/or potential action 
and/or vote in executive session and/or open session 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary of 
State’s website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Philomenian Library. In 
addition, notice also may be posted at the Jamestown Police Station and on the Internet 
at www.jamestownri.gov.  
 
ALL NOTE: This meeting location is accessible to the physically challenged. If communications assistance is 
needed or other accommodations to ensure equal participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the 
Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 401-423-7230, or email to cfernstrom@jamestownri.net not less 
than three (3) business days prior to the meeting.  
 
Posted on the RI Secretary of State website March 15, 2018 

http://www.jamestownri.gov/
mailto:cfernstrom@jamestownri.net






























 





































No.  2018-04 
Town of Jamestown 

 
“A RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO THE REGULATION OF  

PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION 
VETERANS EXEMPTION INCREASE”  

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown (the “Town”) has been desirous 
to make the Town a welcome and desirous place for veterans of the armed forces to make their 
homes; and 

WHEREAS, if the Town were able to provide an additional adjustment of the property tax 
exemption for veterans, it would ease the tax burden on veterans; and 

WHEREAS, under current state law, the Town is unable to exempt any further amount of property 
tax from local taxation other than is already provided in RIGL § 44-3-4; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires that the General Assembly authorize the Town to 
provide an additional adjustment of the tax exemption for any veteran who has been honorably 
discharged from military service, regardless of qualified service dates, pursuant to RIGL § 44-3-4. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   that the Town Clerk is hereby instructed to submit a copy of 
this Resolution to the Town of Jamestown’s State Senator and State Representative in the Rhode 
Island General Assembly in consideration of their support to submit an act to pass this amendment 
to become part of the Rhode Island General Laws. 
 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council 
 

___________________________________ 
Kristine S. Trocki, President 

 
       ______________________________          ______________________________ 
           Michael G. White, Vice President               Blake A. Dickinson 
 
       ______________________________          ______________________________ 
                          Mary E. Meagher          Eugene B. Mihaly 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the official  

Seal of the Town of Jamestown this 19th day of March, 2018. 
 

_______________________________________ 
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk 

Town of Jamestown 
 

Resolution of the Town Council 
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
March 5, 2018 

 
I. ROLL CALL 

 
Town Council Members present: 

Kristine S. Trocki, President 
Michael G. White, Vice President 

Blake A. Dickinson 
Mary E. Meagher 
Eugene B. Mihaly  

 
Also in attendance: 

Andrew E. Nota, Town Administrator 
  Christina D. Collins, Finance Director  

Michael C. Gray, Public Works Director 
Edward A. Mello, Police Chief 
Lisa W. Bryer, Town Planner 

Andrew J. Wade, Parks & Recreation Director 
Mary Lou Sanborn, Library Board of Trustees Chair  

Representative Deborah L. Ruggiero, District 74   
Senator Dawn Euer, District 13 

Peter D. Ruggiero, Town Solicitor 
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, Town Clerk 

 
II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Council President Trocki called the regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to 
order at 6:37 p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 
93 Narragansett Avenue, and Councilor Dickinson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF 

WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS 
None. 
 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS,       
RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 
 Presentations 

1) Jamestown Legislative Delegation Report: Representative Deborah 
Ruggiero of District 74 and Senator Dawn Euer of District 13 

President Trocki introduced our Legislative delegation. Representative Ruggiero, a 
member of House Finance, highlighted the Governor’s $9.3 billion Budget with $3.7 
billion in State revenues, the rest Federal dollars, with 70% for health, human services and 
education. Of concern is transfer of $6 million from RI Resource Recovery Corporation, 
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the estimated $23 million in revenue from online gambling, and the nine-member School 
Building Advisory Board that does not have a municipal representative. Discussion ensued 
of Article 9, the $250 million Construction Bond to make our schools safe, warm and dry. 
A maintenance requirement accompanies the Bond.   
 
Senator Euer noted this is her first forum of this type and she serves on the Commerce, 
Environment and Agriculture, and Rules, Ethics and Oversight Committees. She wants to 
keep the lines of communication open and looks forward to the opportunity to work on 
Article 9 of the Budget as it proceeds through Senate Finance.  
 
Councilor Mihaly asked for information on the 3% maintenance allocation no longer 
required. Deb noted the replacement value was removed and the legislation and now reads 
best national practices. The $250 million bond will be Question 1 on the November ballot.   
 
Councilor Dickinson asked for clarification of the Budget breakdown, and Deb will email 
it tomorrow morning. Councilor Dickinson asked if an addition to one of our schools would 
be considered new construction, and Deb answered yes, and at present Jamestown would 
be eligible for 35% reimbursement. He asked if the State tracks our aging population and 
why young people are leaving, and Deb answered yes they are, and it is linked to jobs, the 
economy, and affordable housing. Discussion ensued of job training initiatives.  
 
Senator Euer is actively following offshore oil drilling on the continental shelf and drafted 
a Bill to ban it off RI waters. She is working on renewable energy and coastal policies, and 
RI is a leader in these areas. Deb highlighted green economy, marine trades and protecting 
those industries. She will forward information on the potential offshore leases and 
encourages Jamestown to weigh-in on the issue.  
 
Councilor Dickinson noted Jamestown has a solid income, much of it leaves the Island, 
and we need some of it back in the form of support from the State. Councilor Meagher 
noted the TIP Program and acceleration of the program and funding would be appreciated. 
Dawn noted the Bill she filed requiring RIDOT to communicate with local communities 
and businesses prior to commencement of road construction. Deb referenced the upcoming 
Veterans Breakfast to keep them informed of legislative issues and hear their needs. 
Council members note their appreciation for Deb and Dawn and how they keep the lines 
of communication open. Town Administrator Nota referenced open communications with 
Representative Ruggiero and Senator Euer and reports from the League of Cities and 
Towns and Municipal Finance that keep us informed of the issues. Review of the School 
Construction Bond with Treasurer Magaziner will be held March 22nd.  
 
The session was opened to public comment. 
Bob Bowen of Capstan Street asked about gun control legislation and was informed House 
and Senate Judiciary are holding hearings tomorrow beginning at 4:30 p.m.   
 
Linda Jamison of Ocean Avenue asked about the Legislative calendar and was informed 
how to look up Committee schedules on the website and the process to testify at hearings.    
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Mary Lou Sanborn of Bay View Drive asked about Bills that continue to be introduced. 
Representative Ruggiero explained that Bills are introduced repeatedly when not adopted 
in the first round, and how obscure laws are reviewed for potential removal.   
 
The Council thanked our Legislators for their informative reports.  
 

2) Solarize Rhode Island Program – Jamestown Participation:  
Presentation by Shauna Beland and Chris Kearns of the RI Office of 
Energy Resources (OER) 

Shauna Beland thanked our Legislators for their assistance with renewable energy 
legislation. An overview of the program established in 2014 proceeded. Their agency 
performs the bid process for municipalities to save time and provide a service for residents 
who are interested in solar energy. The more people who sign on to the program, the lower 
the costs per household. The program has been successful, with sixteen municipalities on 
board, and participating homeowners become proponents for the program. Jamestown and 
Narragansett are the two communities proposed for 2018. Discussion ensued. 
 
The OER Community Letter Agreement was referenced and it can be tailored for 
Jamestown homeowners and small businesses. The program metrics were also referenced. 
To date over 600 contracts have been signed for solar installations. The Jamestown 
Sustainability Fair was noted and Solarize Rhode Island will be a participant.  
 
Councilor Mihaly asked what the Town’s role would be, and was informed to provide 
support and information. 
 
Ray Ianetta of Maple Avenue asked if there is a coop and was informed not at this time. 
Chris Kearns explained the legislation introduced for community solar projects that could 
include coops. Discussion continued.   
 
The Council thanked Shauna and Chris for their presentation.   

      Acknowledgements 
1) Reappointment of Chief Edward A. Mello to the Police Officers’ 

Commission on Standards and Training by Governor Raimondo  
Town Administrator Nota highlighted the level of engagement of members of our Town 
staff. Chief Mello was thanked, congratulated and commended for his efforts.  
 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS 
None. 

VI. OPEN FORUM 
 

 Scheduled request to address. None. 
 Non-scheduled request to address.  

Katherine Maxwell of Narragansett Avenue asked the Council to have a discussion of Water 
and Sewer rates in Jamestown and referenced the upcoming rate study. We have a small 
customer base and needed improvements that must be funded. We have to move forward 
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and take a substantive look at all aspects of how to pay for water and sewer. Ms. Maxwell 
was advised to confer with Town Administration regarding an appropriate Water and Sewer 
meeting to conduct such a conversation (March 19th). 
  

VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND REPORTS 

None. 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 Jamestown Golf Course Club House Replacement Project 
1) Approval of the Design for replacement of the Golf Course Club 

House; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote  
2) Approval for the Placement of a resolution or question on a future 

Financial Town Meeting Warrant, Special Election Ballot or General 
Election Ballot for the Golf Course Club House Replacement; 
review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

President Trocki referenced the Golf Course Work Session held Monday, February 26th and 
the presentation. This topic is on the agenda this evening for a potential vote to proceed to 
prepare for an FTM vote in June. 
  
Linda Jamison of Ocean Avenue asked why the Council will vote to put the Golf Course 
on an FTM and the School Bond will be on the November ballot, as it would make more 
sense to have them both on the same ballot so that voters can see all the proposed debt.  
 
Councilor Dickinson commented the decision has not been made, but there may be a vote 
to move forward. Councilor Meagher explained the School Bond must be on the ballot by 
legislation, and the Council would determine if the Golf Course would be on an election 
ballot, referendum, or FTM.   
  
Mary Lou Sanborn of Bay View Drive suggested Town Administrator Nota present all 
projects and outstanding debt in one document to reflect all costs so the voters can make 
an informed decision. It was noted the Capital Budget will be presented tomorrow evening.  
 
Priscilla Blackman of Lincoln Street commented there are concerns for use of the golf 
course building, course conditions, and impact on revenue. She asked the Council to create 
a third option that removes the second floor to provide what is needed using the existing 
building first floor. If community space is needed it could be done later by adding a second 
floor to the existing building. She referenced Bob Sutton’s plan presented several months 
ago. Councilor Meagher noted the Building and Facilities Committee report of six years 
ago that determined the building unsafe for public assembly. President Trocki noted the 
report declared repairs were not possible, there has been extensive review, and we are here 
to vote on a plan to replace the current building. Ms. Blackman would like to keep the 
building where it is for the view and hopes the Council can work this out.  
Councilor Dickinson read Alma Davenport’s letter as she is unable to be here this evening.    
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Ms. Davenport noted the golf course conditions that need to be rectified, stated the option 
suggested by Bob Sutton would be a better alternative, and a simpler facility would better 
serve the course and our residents.  
 
Derek Blackman of Lincoln Street asked if the proposed building includes community 
space. He stated it is not practical to have golf course operations and public activities at the 
same time, as it will exaggerate parking problems. The greens need to be replaced and 
drainage and watering systems upgraded. The original project centered on the golf course 
operation, and Mr. Sutton’s proposal is a feasible third option to fix the club house and 
operate the facility. He believes it would be difficult to find a new franchisee for the 
proposed two-story facility.   
 
Frank Meyer of Southwest Avenue noted Jamestown’s lack of imagination in the past. A 
former plan (Warner Architects) included space for a community theater, weddings and 
special events. The Town could save money on the club house and invest money in the old 
Highway Barn to make it into a community center that would satisfy everyone’s needs.  
 
James Tobin of Neptune Street stated this facility has too many plans and no one has settled 
on one. The taxpayers are going to have to decide, and rather than deciding on a plan they 
will vote no. The lessee stated golf is declining and he will have a hard time making money, 
and the Town will have difficulty getting an annual lease fee.   
 
Councilor Meagher stated there are two options – one option is a second floor, and the 
operator (Mistowski) prefers a separation of golf course operations and community space. 
President Trocki noted the Council is vetting the options and will present the proposal that 
is best for the Town. Lengthy discussion ensued of past and present projects that worked. 
She understands the concerns for competing taxpayer dollars and believes we can work 
together and make the most of this facility for everyone. Mr. Tobin felt the article in the 
Press was confusing and we need clear information on what is proposed so the voters can 
make a decision.  
 
Bob Bowen of Capstan Street asked for information on the plans. Town Planner Lisa Bryer 
noted past meetings and the presentation at last week’s work session. A PowerPoint 
presentation proceeded that recapped the project that began in 2012 with a structural 
assessment, the space needs assessment authorized in 2016, the reason for moving the 
building to provide better parking, the April 2017 design, and the scaled back design to 
reflect the golf course operation as the primary need. The Council voted in October 2017 
to go to 50% design, and what is proposed provides golf course support and community 
space. There are two schemes – a one-floor option with limited multi-purpose space (3,579 
sq. ft.) and a two-floor option with the 1st floor dedicated to the golf operation and the 2nd 
floor for community multi-purpose use (5,742 sq. ft.). Lengthy discussion ensued.  
  
Bob Bowen stated he is glad to see this plan come forward and feels a golf course Bond 
vote would be better on a General Election ballot. Discussion ensued of past Bond votes. 
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Ray Iannetta of Maple Avenue asked if the proposed building width is less than the present 
structure. He was informed with the relocated building, there would be less width along 
Conanicus Avenue creating a greater view shed.  
 
Councilor Meagher explained the two proposed plans. President Trocki noted the 
separation of the golf and community activities with the multi-level plan and the upstairs 
could be used during the off season when other outdoor venues are not available. Councilor 
Mihaly stated there are three objectives – provide the lessee with a building that meets the 
needs of the golf operation, provide public use space, and the golf course conditions. He 
was not aware of the greens and fairways conditions, which we need to address. He  
supports the two-floor option. Vice President White stated a decision on the building does 
not affect the Council’s willingness to address the course issues, the two-story option is the 
best one for golfers and non-golfers, and he agrees with the building relocation. The costs 
for a viable building that will last are really not that much. 
 
Councilor Meagher noted the Golf Course was purchased following a unanimous vote at 
an FTM. She has faith that what is proposed for a two-story facility is appropriate and is a 
better solution for the course and the community. It is appropriate to wait until we have 
more information on costs. This was thoroughly vetted and the design process has been 
good, and it is time to go forward with a new building and repairs to the course, and we 
can do both.  
 
Councilor Dickinson stated from his perspective we should adhere first to the lease and 
protect our investment in the open space. This is a dual use facility where there are ongoing 
activities that create a great experience. He prefers the smaller version, and supports 
meeting the needs of the golf course first and provides space for community activities. We 
have finite dollars and increased demands for them, and we need to meet our obligations 
to the operator. Though it is not real, he prefers the third option. President Trocki asked for 
clarification. Councilor Dickinson stated what is proposed far exceeds what our obligation 
is to the operator and if we move forward with a $2 million project, we will have to give 
up something else, and that is difficult.  
 
Town Administrator Nota reviewed the financial picture of the golf course and what is 
proposed. The base lease is $175,000 annually, and we won’t know what a new lease will 
be until there is an RFP process. With a commercial lease there would be a taxable bond 
(4-5%), which is more than a tax exempt bond (2-3%). This would have to be vetted to 
determine if the second floor would be tax exempt. Based on a $2.9 million bond the annual 
payment for principal and interest would be $199,000. The estimated tax increase on a 
$500,000 home would be approximately $35 to $45 per year. Discussion ensued.  
 
Councilor Meagher stated we need a breakdown of the costs, benefits, and debt that is out 
there before making a decision. President Trocki stated the deadline for a decision on this 
is April and we need to make it at the next meeting. If fellow Councilors agree she would 
be willing to continue this item. Discussion ensued.  
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Linda Jamison of Ocean Avenue stated taxpayers need to see what the actual cost will be. 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Vice President White                
to continue VIII. Unfinished Business Item A) both 1) and 2) to the March 19th 
meeting. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; 
Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.  
 

 Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times  
1) Schedule for budget sessions/hearings; review and discussion 
2) Town Council/School Department budget/public work sessions; 

review and discussion    
President Trocki referenced upcoming Town Council meetings and work sessions, a total 
of 13 sessions between now and April 16th, that address the Town and School budget. 
Tomorrow’s session will address Capital Improvements and Thursday will address the 
School Operating Budget; both sessions at 6:00 pm. The March 15th session with the School 
Department will be at Lawn School at 7:00 p.m.  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  
 

 Town Council Support for House Bill 7385 and Senate Bill 2270 and 
drafting a Resolution of Support for the Removal of the Sunset Provision 
from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation Act – placement on 
a future agenda; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote 

Solicitor Ruggiero explained the provision for people in foreclosure, which some 
communities have addressed in an ordinance. The Statute has a sunset clause and RI 
Housing is asking for its removal as there is a need for this program. A Resolution will be 
drafted and this item will appear on the March 19th meeting agenda.   
 

 Submission of the Town Administrator’s FY 2019 Budget (July 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2019) 

Town Administrator Nota stated this is an evolving document and highlighted new sections 
added this year including a municipal organizational chart, community profile and map, 
and Goals and Objectives summary. The budget document will be posted on the Town 
website tomorrow morning. The Total General Fund is $24,428,764, an increase of 
$711,511 or 3%. The Tax Levy is $19,960,014, an increase of $734,406, or 3.82%, 
reflecting a tax rate impact of 29 cents (5 cents municipal/24 cents school). The estimated 
property tax increase for a home valued at $500,000 is $145.   
 
Discussion ensued of Capital Improvement projects not included in this year’s budget.  We 
just received notification from RIDEM that the Town will receive funding from the last 
Green Economy Bond and up to $400,000 for the shared Bike Path/Pedestrian Path.    

 
The Council thanked the Town Administrator for his thorough overview. Town staff and  
Finance Director Collins were thanked for their efforts in the budget preparation process.  
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X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS  
None.   
 

XI. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A motion was made by Councilor Mihaly with second by Councilor Meagher to 
approve and accept the Consent Agenda. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, 
Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   
 
The Consent Agenda approved consists of the following: 

 Adoption of Town Council Minutes 
1) February 20, 2018 (regular meeting) 
2) February 20, 2018 (executive session) 
3) February 26, 2018 (public work session) 

 Minutes of Town Boards/Commissions/Committees 
1) Jamestown Zoning Board of Review (01/23/2018) 

 Abatements/Addenda of Taxes 
Total Abatements:  $23,569.64 Total Addenda:  $22,633.98 
1) Real Property/Motor Vehicle/Tangible Abatements to 2015 Tax Roll 

           Account/Abatement Amount 
a) 07-0365-50M  $       29.15 

2) Real Property/Motor Vehicle/Tangible Abatements to 2017 Tax Roll 
a) 03-1001-00  $  2,508.02 
b) 08-0972-00  $  3,178.62 
c) 10-0048-80  $     269.32 
d) 12-0405-50     $  4,246.32 
e) 13-2060-00  $     898.04 
f) 22-0309-77  $12,440.17 

3) Real Property/Motor Vehicle/Tangible Addenda to 2017 Tax Roll 
Account/Addenda Amount 

a) 03-1001-10  $  2,508.02 
b) 13-0910-00  $  3,328.62 
c) 14-0045-90  $  4,246.32 
d) 19-0003-13  $12,440.17 
e) 19-0380-00  $     110.85 

 CRMC Notices 
1) Public Hearing Notice for proposed adoption of Chapters 3, 4 and 5 

to the Shoreline Change Special Area Management Plan (SAMP), 
April 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m., Conference Room A, One Capitol Hill, 
Providence, with written comments due by March 23, 2018 

2) Letter of CRMC Director Jeffrey M. Willis announcing the revised 
Jamestown Harbor Management Plan submitted September 17, 
2017 addressed all stipulations and five-year approval is granted to 
February 26, 2023  

 Victualing and Holiday License Renewal Application 
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1) The Island Scoop dba: Island Scoop 
Address: 79 North Road 

 Trash Collector License Renewal Application 
1) Republic Services, Inc. dba: Republic Services of MA 

Address: 1080 Airport Road, Fall River, MA 0220  
 Peddler and Holiday License Transfer Application 

1) Transferor:   A. B. Monroe Dairy, Inc. dba: Monroe Dairy 
Transferee:   Monroe Dairy, LLC dba: Monroe Dairy 
Address:  151 Brow Street, East Providence, RI 02914 

 Marine Vessel Beverage License – Class G – Renewal 
1) Conanicut Marine Services 

 dba: MV The Jamestown 
Location: East Ferry Wharf 

2) Conanicut Marine Services, Inc. 
dba: MV The Katherine 

   Location: East Ferry Wharf 
    

XII.     COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 

 
Communication 2) announcing the Sustainability Fair on March 21st was highlighted.   
 
A motion was made by Councilor Meagher with second by Councilor Mihaly to       
receive the Communications. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; 
Councilor Dickinson, Aye; Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   
 
The Communications and Resolutions from other RI cities and towns received consists of 
the following:  

 Communications 
1) News Release of the US Army Corps of Engineers announcing 

establishment of a local Restoration Advisory Board to support the 
Army Corps of Engineers environmental investigation activities at 
the former defense site at Gould Island 

2) Announcement of Open House and Sustainability Fair on 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Town Hall (hosted 
by the Jamestown Planning Department) 

3) News Release of RI Turnpike and Bridge Authority for Route 138 
Resurfacing and Roadway Improvement Project from the 
Jamestown Verrazano Bridge to the Newport Pell Bridge Toll Plaza 
March 5th to June 15th  

4) Letter of the Armenian National Committee of Rhode Island 
Proclaiming April 24th as Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day in 
memory of the Armenian Genocide of 1915 to 1923  

Town Administrator Nota referenced Dennis Webster’s letter re: Veterans Benefits 
(received after this agenda deadline). This will be placed on the March 19th agenda. Any 
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amendments to the present Veterans Exemptions would require enabling legislation.   
  
XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

 Planning Department/Planning Commission/Affordable Housing 
Committee Reports (March 19) – moved to April   

 Ambulance Barn (March 19) 
 Final report on the Fire Station Rehabilitation Project (March) – moved to 

April  
 Coyote Activity update (March 19) 
 Fort Getty Landscape Project/Tree Committee Report (April) 
 Friends of the Jamestown Rights-of-Way (April)  
 Friends of the Jamestown Seniors 

 
The following items were added for future meetings: 

• Executive Session to review property acquisitions for affordable housing (March 
19th) 

• Review of the Open Meetings Act (April) 
• Solarize Rhode Island (March 19th) 
• Friends of the Jamestown Seniors (Special Meeting March 26th at 5:00 p.m.) 
• Library Trustees Presentation for Revised Scope of the Library Design (March 

19th)  
• Veterans Exemptions (March 19th)  

 
 

XIV.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 

XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by Vice President White with second by Councilor Meagher to 
adjourn. President Trocki, Aye; Vice President White, Aye; Councilor Dickinson, Aye; 
Councilor Meagher, Aye; Councilor Mihaly, Aye.   
 
The Jamestown Town Council adjourned the regular meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
Attest: 
 
       
Cheryl A. Fernstrom, CMC, Town Clerk  
  
Copies to: Town Council 
  Town Administrator 
  Finance Director 
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  Town Solicitor 



MEETING AGENDA 
JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 

Board of Trustees Work Session 
 February 1, 2018 Minutes 

 
 

 

A.  Call to order: roll call of members: Board chair Sanborn called the meeting to order at 
5:01PM.  In attendance:  Peter Carson, Jennifer Cloud, Paul Housberg, Christian Infantolino, 
Marianne Kirby, Mary Lou Sanborn, Lisa Sheeley, Chris Walsh 
 
B. Approval of January 24, 2018 Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made by board member 
Walsh, seconded by board member Carson to approve the January 24, 2018 Work Session 
Meeting Minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
C. Review of current Jamestown Philomenian Library Mission Statement:  Discussion of the 
Missions Statement continued from the previous Work Session.  It was agreed to email board 
member Kirby with suggestions of the “end statement “/ Mission Statement.  
                 
D. Adjournment:  A motion was made by board member Cloud, seconded by board member 
Walsh to adjourn the work session at 6:08PM.  The motion passed unanimously.  A future 
meeting will be determined at a later date. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Lou Sanborn    
 



JAMESTOWN PHILOMENIAN LIBRARY 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 
 
 

A. Call to Order:  
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm by board chair Sanborn. In attendance were Jennifer 
Cloud, Chris Walsh, Lisa Sheley, Mary Lou Sanborn, and Paul Housberg, Christian Infantolino 
and Marianne Kirby.   Absent:  Board member Peter Carson. 
 
B. Executive Session:  
 
A motion was made by board member Walsh, seconded by board member Infantolino  to move 
into Executive Session at 5:06.  The motion passed unanimously.  No votes were taken during 
Executive Session.  A motion was made by board member Cloud, seconded by board member 
Infantolino to adjourn Executive Session and return to Open Session at 5:45 pm.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

C. Chair’s Report: 
 
Next meeting Tuesday March 6th.  
 
D. Consent Agenda:  
 

1. Minutes from January 9, 2018 Meeting 
2. Financial Reports: 

a. Library 
b. Trustee 

      3. Progress and service report of the Library Director 
 
A motion was made by Walsh to approve consent agenda, Cloud seconded.. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

  
E. Friends of Library Report: 
 
 Chair Sanborn will attend the February meeting and present LBOT donation to Friends.    
Walsh to attend next meeting. 
 

F. Unfinished Business: 
 
 1. Board of Trustees sub-committees update: 
 



  a. Finance/Budget: No Report 
   

b. Policy: Second Reading of Board-Library Director Relationship. A motion was 
made by Kirby, seconded by Walsh to approve policy.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  Kirby will submit draft of Director Evaluation Policy for March meeting.  

 
  c. Facilities: Lighting materials are here and work will be underway soon. Bids for 
carpet and paint have been posted. Two bids for pruning trees were submitted. Motion made by 
Infantolino to approve bid from Kaiser not to exceed $1200.00. Walsh seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
   
   2.  Library Renovation:    
 
  a. Library Building Program Report:  Chair Sanborn will submit to Karen Mellor 
at OLIS.  Updated changes will be submitted to OLIS when completed.  
 
  b. Building Committee: Building committee to meet to discuss schematic design 
in light of receipt of engineering report.  A schematic design needs to be recommended by 
Building Committee to LBOT by its March 6th meeting.  Presentation of schematic design to be 
presented to Town Council at its March 19th meeting.  .   
        
  c. Fundraising: Peter talked to Betsy Grenier of Hannah Street fundraising would 
like to meet with us at March 6th meeting.  Delay until April meeting.  
 
  d. Project Outline:  Donna Fogarty and Mary Lou Sanborn met with Andy Nota 
and Tina Collins to discuss bonding of project 1.5 million plus 15% contingency for a total of 1.75 
million, minimum on bond.  It was suggested by Town Administrator and Director of Finance to 
combine library renovation project with golf course bond.  Engineering firm has identified 
HVAC systems. If Town Council approved schematic design, voter approval will take place at the 
June 2018 Financial Town Meeting. 
 
Andy Nota requested that all town buildings for solar arrays.  Report to be submitted to building 
committee.  
 
Donna and Mary Lou met with members of the Champlin Foundation.  At the meeting project 
fact sheets were provided to begin process. They can contribute up to 20% of project up to 2.5 
million and 10% beyond.  
 
  3.  Board Process Review: Need to stay focused on agenda.  
                 
  4. Playground Renovation Committee:  No report. 
 
  5. Jamestown Library Foundation: Annual report submitted to LBOT.  
         
              6.  Evaluation of Library Director:  LBOT gave input to Library Director’s goals.  
 
              7.   Strategic Plan: Chair Sanborn spoke to ESC; there are two paths 6 month or 2 to 3 
months.  Additional information on facilitators submitted for March meeting.  Possibly Derek 
Hansen of Jamestown.  
 



                  
 
H. New Business:    
  

1. Meeting Dates: Second Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.  
2. 2018 -2019 Preliminary Operational Capital Improvements Budgets: Chair Sanborn 

reviewed the proposed 2018-2019 Operating Budget. Kirby made motion to accept 
budget, seconded by Walsh. Motion passed unanimously. Chair Sanborn presented two 
scenarios of annual CIP budget, one inclusive of renovation project, one exclusive of 
renovation project.  Walsh moved to accept budget exclusive of renovation, 
Kirby seconded. Passed unanimously.   

3. LBOT/TC Joint Letter: It was noted by Chair Sanborn that language change in paragraph 
two regarding employee concerns and chain of communication. “When Town 
Administration has a concern regarding a library staff member, the Administration 
should address said issue directly with the Library Director, and share such 
communications with the LBOT chair” Motion made by Infantolino to approve letter; 
seconded by Walsh. Motion passed unanimously.   

 
I. Future Agenda Items: 
 

1. Letter to Town Council regarding LBOT vacancies 
 
J. Public Comment: none 
 
K. Adjournment  
 
            A motion was made by board member Infantolino, seconded by board member Housberg  
            to adjourn  the meeting at 6:59  pm. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
            Date of next meeting: Tuesday, March 6 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marianne Kirby 
Secretary 
 
 
 

 



Library Building Renovation Committee 
 

26 North Main Road, Jamestown, RI 02835 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

February 12, 2018 
 
 
Call to order: Building committee chair, Paul Housberg, called the meeting to order at 5:05pm. In 
attendance: Mohamad Farzan, Dan Denisi (CEC Engineering), Lisa Bryer, Duncan Pendlebury, Bob Flath, 
Andy Nota, Jennifer Cloud. 
  
Approval of November 7, 2017 Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Bob Flath, seconded by Lisa 
Bryer to approve the meeting minutes as amended. The motion passed unanimously. 
  
Update on interior schematic design: The committee reviewed the Mechanical and Electrical Narrative 
from CEC. 
  
Andy Nota provided some context for the committee's mandate to refocus on renovation priorities 
within the existing footprint and in anticipation of a one million dollar bond offering as early as June 
2018. 
  
Based on current and available information, the committee concluded that keeping the existing boilers, 
but moving the oil tanks outside would be most cost effective in the near term and provide some 
additional space in the basement for compact shelving and potential staff work area. 
  
Further discussion followed regarding mechanical systems and space allocation, prioritizing the 
basement, elevator, bathrooms, possible relocation of front door, roof, and solar array. The focus of the 
discussion was to free up as much space as possible within the current  library in order to provide 
additional program space as identified in the original needs assessment. 
  
Schedule future meeting: Mohamad Farzan will provide a preliminary narrative for a Phase One 
renovation which may be reviewed at a meeting tentatively scheduled for March 6 at 4:30 prior to the 
LBOT. 
  
Public comment: None 
  
Adjournment: A motion was made by Paul Housberg, seconded by Jennifer Cloud to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:00pm. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Housberg 
  
  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Written 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 3, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 7:0 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer   Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 
 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 
Michael Darveau – Darveau Land Surveying 
Emily Rutherford 
Jerry McIntyre 
Chad George 
Arthur Milot 
Bill Maynard 
Fred Reis 
Jeff Alexander 
Dorcy Beard 
Mary Marshall 
 

II.  Approval of Minutes December 20, 2017; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
accept the minutes as written.  So unanimously voted. 
 

III.  Correspondence 
1. FYI – DPR approval letter Jamestown Landing.  Received 
2. FYI – Memo to Zoning Re: - Melroy HGWTO recommendation.  Received 

 
IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time 
 
V.  Reports 
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1. Town Planner’s Report – Town council approved marijuana ordinance at their meeting 
and she gave the commission a copy of both this and 308. 

2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 

 
Master Plan/Preliminary Public Hearing 

Estate of Jane Alden Scott Subdivision (Scott Michael Scott & Emily Alden 
Rutherford), Tax Assessors Plat (AP) 10 Lot 40, Highland Drive - 2 lot Subdivision 
with two existing structures requiring waivers to subdivision regulations for access 

to the site and zoning variances for Parcel B for being an undersized lot (A 
variance for size 31,650 sq. ft. where 80,000 sq. ft. is required) and side lot line 
variance for 19.1 ft. where 30 ft. is required.  Parcel A for not having proper 

frontage (A variance for frontage which is not accessible on Newport St.) nor the 
required lot size for a multi-family dwelling of 3 units (A variance for size 88,808 

sq. ft. where 200,000 sq. ft. is required) in the RR 80 district. 
 

A motion was made to change this application to a major review including combining the phases 
of review including the public hearings and open the public hearing by Commissioner Pfeiffer and 
second by Commissioner Enright.  So unanimously voted. 
 
A motion was made to accept Mr. Darveau as expert witness by Commissioner Smith and second 
by Commissioner Cochran.  So unanimously voted. 
 
Mr. Darveau explained that each building has its own septic and water services.  The water service 
to the main house is through a granted easement from the abutting property to the north that shares 
a driveway with one of the houses.  It was deeded as 3 separate parcels originally and somewhere 
down the line they were merged. 
 
The variance for the side setback for the stone cottage is a variance they are creating because 
frontage was created on Highland Dr. for the main house.  Otherwise it would have enough 
frontage on Highland Drive. No new buildings or construction are being proposed to the 
properties.  This property was left to a brother and sister who want the lots separate that they have 
inherited.   
 
Commissioner Pendlebury wants to know why Newport cannot be used for frontage?  Bryer 
responded that frontage has to be physically accessible in order to be considered frontage.  If it 
were to be opened and improved to town standards then it possibly could be but currently it is 
overgrown and blocked.  Commissioner Swistak said that would be at the expense of the applicant.   
 
Part of the planning commissions responsibility is to determine undue hardship for granting of the 
waivers as well as making a recommendation for the variances, and that has not been clearly 
stated.  Commissioner Swistak asked if it was 3 parcels prior and merged in the late 70’s or 80’s.  
Developing Newport St. is a hardship that would be a road for 1 house that already has access to 
Highland Dr.  Commissioner Swistak asked Mr. Darveau to go through the requested variances. 
 
Parcel A proposed area 88,808 where 200,000 ft. is required for a 3 unit dwelling. 
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Parcel A proposed 15 ft. of frontage where 200 ft. is required.   
Parcel B lot size proposing 31,650 where 80,000 for a single family is required. 
Parcel B frontage 188.4 ft. where 200ft. is required. 
Parcel B 19’ side setback from proposed new lot line where 30 feet is required. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked Bryer if we looked at existing condition of the property before the 
merger.  Bryer noted that in the town records it was deemed a legal non-conforming situation in 
2010 and we have records of the large house being 3 units as far back as 1983. 
Lisa Bryer read from a letter dated March 18, 1987 it was to Ms. Scott regarding the merger of lots 
40, 41, and 99. 
 
Wyatt Brochu, town solicitor said was it merged for just tax reasons or something different 
because that possibly might mean they are still 3 separate lots.  
 
Commissioner Smith asked is the big house still used as a 3 family?  Yes, Emily Rutherford 
answered. Its been that way her whole life.  Brochu has some questions for her attorney Mark 
Liberati this may be just for tax lot lines and record lots still exist.  3 lots taxed as 1 Wyatt Brochu 
said.  Under zoning enabling it could have been merged for tax lots and not lot lines.  But there 
could be 3 lots that were there originally and they might still exist.  Was there an administrative 
subdivision done at the same time?  What was going on in Jamestown at that time.   
 
Town Planner Lisa Bryer said after they were merged, the Crawford’s re-subdivided and the 
property was sold to Scott.  Commissioner Swistak asked should we put the brakes on or go ahead 
with the hearing since there are people in the audience interested in this application.  Wyatt Brochu 
said go ahead with the public hearing.  We believe this is 1 lot currently.  This is where they want 
the lines to be so let’s go ahead with the proposal.  
  
Jerry McIntyre – 57 Newport St. a neighbor – he thinks its important that in this area where the 
Scott residence is there are 8 other buildings similar in size and presumably these other property 
owners might want to divide their property for later development which would be a detriment for 
this area.  In reviewing this application, a lot of questions need to be addressed like the 3 units.  
The tax rolls of town from 85 to 2000 it was taxed as a 01single family and not a 02 multi-family.  
The town recognized it as a single family.  There is nothing in the records of this town that says the 
3 units were done legally.  That’s a problem.  Is it up to code?  It was confirmed as a legal non-
conforming use.  2 houses on 1 lot.  This property is assessed at 1.5 million.  Hardship is not met in 
his opinion. 
 
Emily Rutherford – I have lived in the house for 33 years she has the historical deed the 
Crawford’s divided the land and in the deed it is 3 lots and 4 dwellings.  Her family fixed up the 
interior of the house.  The stone house has existed since 1920, signed easement from the 
Crawford’s that shows the shared driveway, the big house has had 3 kitchens since they have had 
it.  Nothing has been added, they put new stoves and refrigerators in.  Large house has 3 units in it.  
One on the side 2 lofts and kitchen.  The 1st and 2nd floors have 3 bedrooms and 5 baths.  3rd floor 
has always had a kitchen.  When her mother passed she and her brother inherited it.  They first 
they thought about selling it because that is what her brother wanted.  The multi family has been 
there since probably the 40’s.  3rd floor has living room bathroom and 2 bedrooms.   
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Chad George 215 Walcott Ave. – not an abutter, a neighbor, they are recent buyers about 4 or 5 
years ago, he would like to say that he thinks Mr. McIntyre explained the legal issues and all the 
other issues and he agrees. When he looked at the house he saw a regular house with a gatehouse.  
A lot of things were done in wartime here and those legal issues would have to be flushed out.  He 
thinks of the amount of money invested in the area. As a neighbor he thinks it’s a lot and these 
large houses don’t sell for much more than the lot value because they are so expensive to renovate 
and upkeep.  He does not understand what the long-term purpose would be for the town. 
 
Jeff Alexander – not an abutter – He wants to add clarity on use of house.  It has been used as a 
wedding venue where up to 250 guests can be accommodated according to the website and 1 
wedding per week can be performed.  Rooms in the big house can be made available to the bride 
and groom.  He is concerned with this many cars to accommodate that many people. 
 
Arthur Milot – Walnut St. not an abutter.  He is concerned about the precedent that might be 
established here, houses that come up from time to time single family and they sell slowly, people 
might decide to turn it into a multi-family to be more attractive to buyers.  Presence of weddings in 
the area this and 1 or 2 others in the area that needs to be addressed, this might not be the venue for 
it here but it needs to be addressed. 
 
Bill Maynard - 358 Highland Dr. shares the other neighbor’s concerns and 3 family can that be 
researched and ensure it is a 3 family.  Wedding venue is a concern. 
 
Mary Marshall - 44 Ft Wetherill Rd. – not an abutter, important we determine when and how it 
became a 3 family.  Back in the 60’s and 70’s it was a single family. Newport St. she said there 
was as a road that ran parallel to Walcott Ave and joined Highland drive. It was always private and 
all the roads were back then, in the 1990’s. 
 
Fred Reise - 133 Fort Wetherill owned since 1983 he just found out it is a 3 family house he knew 
Jane very well and moving forward further dividing this property would not be a good thing.  To 
begin with right now it’s a 3 family and he thinks it is distasteful.  
 
Emily Rutherford said there have been a total of 12 weddings there in 33 years including her 
wedding and a political fundraiser.  There is a website to rent the apartments in the house and it 
says you can host an event there, this is on the old website. On a short term basis a week rental is 
what the website said. 
 
The Chair asked whether the apartments rented long term?  She rented the first and second floor 
for a month last summer. But in general they are long term rentals 
 
Commissioner Swistak said precedent or legal precedent was mentioned at least 4 times, is this 
application different than others and what happens if this is granted?  Are these all questions for 
Mr. Costa to address?   
 
Mr. Brochu said each application is on a case by case basis. Chris Costa needs to look at the multi 
family situation and make a determination if it is existing, legal-nonconforming.  
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Swistak said we need to investigate further the history on this lot so there is a more clear and 
definitive picture on what was done in the past with the lot lines and abutters and use of property 
pertaining to existing non-conforming uses that are relevant here and at the zoning board.  We also 
need to have the questions of neighbors and abutters addressed. 
 
Commissioner Pendlebury asked Mr. Brochu is there any responsibility of the owner to have their 
deed revised when the lot is revised.  There is not a requirement currently if lots are merged that an 
owner has to revise the deed. State law does not require that property owners do subdivision.   
 
Commissioner Cochran asked if this was multi family for the last 33 years is it grandfathered?  
Yes, Chris Costa has to do some research.  It is an undersized lot if not grandfathered in.  Bryer 
noted that she had done thorough research and will do more but it may not be any clearer than it is 
today. Wyatt noted that it will then be the determination of the building official.  He will do his 
due diligence and the applicant if she disagrees can appeal to the zoning board. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked if we continue the public hearing there is no additional notice sent 
out correct?  Bryer stated that we must continue to a date certain if it is to be continued without 
further notification.    
 
McIntyre – what should the use be and what has it been since the town records changed to multi 
family.  How can we get this information out?  Either through Emily Rutherford there should be a 
lease or a rent roll as actual use. 
 
Commissioner Pfeiffer said a multi family requires special use permit in this case so it should at 
least be applied for unless it is grandfathered. 
 
Commissioner Cochran asked if any of the neighbors have filed a formal complaint with the police 
because of noise from the weddings?  Yes, Reise did.  
 
Dorcy Beard- 1 Blueberry Lane they called the police for noise from a wedding. 

 
Chad George said the fact that something was granted for a different property it would be to look 
at on an individual basis.   
 
Lisa Bryer would recommend this not be on for at least another month since much information has 
been asked for and it will require more than a weeks time to prepare and Commissioner Swistak 
would like another TRC.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
continue the hearing to Feb 21st So unanimously voted.  
 
VI.  Old Business – nothing at this time 
 
VII. New Business - nothing at this time 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Smith to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:30 pm.  So unanimously voted. 
 
Attest: 

 
 
Cinthia L. Reppe 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Amended 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 17, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak – Chair  Rosemary Enright – Vice Chair 
Mick Cochran   Bernie Pfeiffer 
Dana Prestigiacomo  Michael Smith 
 
Not present – Duncan Pendlebury 
 
Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP – Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Cinthia Reppe – Planning Assistant 

 
II.  Approval of Minutes January 3, 2018; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 

A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
accept the minutes as written.  So unanimously voted. 

III.  Correspondence 
1. FYI – Final Approval Letter - Jamestown Landing.  Received 

 
IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time 
 
V.  Reports – nothing additional to add at this time 

1. Town Planner’s Report 
2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
4. Sub Committees 

 
VI.  Old Business 

1. Zoning Ordinance Update 
a. Section 82-14 – High Groundwater & Impervious Cover Overlay District 

 
Town Planner Lisa Bryer noted that this ordinance was adopted in 2003 and so she thought it 
would be a good idea to go over the science behind the ordinance and why it was needed and 
adopted.  The Town realized the need to manage managing private septic systems in the 1990’s 
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and we developed a WWM ordinance to require inspection of septic systems and then after that we 
adopted the HGWTO.  We worked with Lorraine Joubert from URI. She handed out The original 
findings of fact were handed out as they were originally presented to the town council in 2003.  
 
Ms Bryer discussed her Memo and the Power Point Presentation. There are 2 issues, impervious 
cover (runoff) and septic systems.  Nitrate loading was studied, this was done in 2008 and Enright 
wants to know what the situation is now.  There are areas that have hotspots and Bryer showed the 
Planning Commission the charts from the last testing.   
 
There has been a major shift in the way applications are being proposed in the Jamestown Shores 
area.  There are fewer new homes and a majority of additions and second stories with “no new 
bedrooms”.  We need to discuss what the trigger is with these applications.  Do we hold a hard line 
on “all new development” or have a threshold such as 120 square feet or even 200 square feet do 
not need PC or ZB approval?  This a policy question we should discuss. 
 
Commissioner Swistak asked why are we not requiring replacement of all OWTS now? And also 
having applicants install new systems when they want to make changes to their homes.   Wyatt 
Brochu said Charlestown just received a grant for these systems they were going to give 
homeowners a grant for 18K and they would have to kick in a bit of money.  The bids the town got 
were between 48-50K per system so they are looking to have each homeowner get their own bids 
and work it out that way.  Brochu said it could be cost prohibitive.   
 
Lisa’s point is we have data that shows how important this is and we are not just being mean. 
 
Commissioner Swistak said Reservoir Circle is not part of the HGWTO so should we put that into 
the ordinance?  Bryer noted that we could look at that.  Swistak said then we should expand it.  We 
mapped where the conventional systems are and where the pollution is.  Enright said we should 
look into adding these other areas. 
 
Commissioner Prestigiacomo said we need to think about how these houses are being used now.  
Her former house for instance has a 1 bedroom system and she see’s it advertised for weekly 
rentals as a 3 bedroom that sleeps six.  What is that doing to the septic systems and the 
groundwater.  Wyatt Brochu said this is difficult from an enforcement issue. 
 
Commissioner Pfeiffer said the impact of agriculture from the amount of nitrogen in the soil is of 
concern to him.  Windmist Farm for instance.  Bryer said all of our farms work with Eastern 
Conservation District and have Best Management practice manuals.   
 
In terms of process, a Special Use permit is a stronger mechanism because it is recorded and has 
more weight with zoning.  Planning cannot give a special use permit but planning is better at 
hashing out the issues with these applications and zoning looks more at legal issues. Zoning often 
takes the planning commission recommendation and adopts them.   
 
Is it possible to do an internal staff review that goes directly to zoning?  Commissioner Swistak 
asked what is a minor change?  He said you still have to meet the same set of standards.  When 
there are certain cases where they meet all the criteria why do they need to come to the board?  
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Doing more administratively through our staff professionals works well.  Lately, Swistak said 
these applications are so well prepared it’s done so quickly.  
 
We have to identify what a minor addition is.  There are more applications that we are getting and 
the applicants are using the 120 square foot exemption.   
 
Solicitor Brochu said Barnstable monitors the nitrates coming out of the septic systems and 
insuring the OWTS is operating as required.  Homeowner is responsible to monitor this with town 
oversight.  Brochu said it is around $400 per year for testing as an added expense to homeowners.  
Charlestown is looking at doing this advanced nitrate systems annual cleaning. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the difference between a minor and major addition.  If renovation 
exceeds 50% of cost of house, such as the definition of “Substantial Modification” it could trigger 
it into a OWTS replacement.  We now allow a 120 ft. exemption for sheds, but it is not stated in 
the ordinance so they try to use it on new homes and additions.  Also we should include pending a 
functional test on your system for additions etc.  Commissioner Cochran said it could be a 
percentage of square footage?  Bryer thought that would penalize the smaller houses.  Wyatt says 
there is a high percentage of dishonesty they have found.  DEM only looks at bedrooms, they think 
it should be the size of the addition and not bedrooms.   
 
To solve this issue you need strict policy. Swistak said it is a health issue so why should we change 
it.  Make a requirement of having septic system tested, so now what comes into play is getting a 
variance.  Certain size renovation would include the cost of new septic system. 
 
Smith said we should have put sewers in the shores and Reservoir Circle, there is enough water 
too.  In Jamestown it is not a requirement to tie into the water and sewer lines.  Bryer noted that if 
sewers were installed there, we would lose the groundwater infiltration needed to supply the wells.  
Enright asked if our own wells are being tested and what is the data coming from there.  Enright 
said every lot under the size should be included in the HGWTO district.  Cochran agrees.  
 
Pfeiffer said can we get more data periodically, whether we do in fact have a water problem, 
increasing pollution.  Cochran says it’s the town responsibility.  Enright thinks you are asking a lot 
of the town for them to do it.  Smith says have town prepare a form for the homeowner which 
could be handled the same way as septic system inspections. 
 
Should it only pertain to sheds?  Or should we go to a number and say it all counts.  The Planning 
Commission wants to stick with 120 sq. ft. exemption and not increase it to 200. 

  
b. Section 82-103 – Definitions 

The consultant would like the Planning Commission to look at the definitions and add definitions 
that are not currently in the ordinance that need to be. 
 
VII. New Business – nothing at this time 
 
VIII. Adjournment  

A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Cochran to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:05. 
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Attest: 

 
Cinthia L. Reppe 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Approved As Amended 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 7, 2018 
7:00 PM 

Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

 
I.  Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and the following members were present: 

Michael Swistak – Chair  Duncan Pendlebury – Vice Chair 
Rosemary Enright – Secretary Mick Cochran 
Bernie Pfeiffer   Dana Prestigiacomo 
Michael Smith 
 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer – AICP, Town Planner 
Wyatt Brochu – Town Solicitor 
Nate Kelly – Horsley Witten 
Jeff Davis – Horsley Witten 
Dan Cotta – American Engineering 
Mike Cabral 
Mark Boyer 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes January 17, 2018; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
A motion was made by Commissioner Enright and seconded by Commissioner Smith with the 
following changes: 
Page 2 first paragraph: She handed out The original findings of fact were handed out as they 
were originally presented to the town council in 2003.  
Page 3 bottom of the page: Should it only pertain to sheds?  Or should we go to a number and say 
it all counts.  The Planning Commission wants to stick with 120 sq. ft. exemption and not increase 
it to 200. 
 
 
III.  Correspondence – nothing at this time 

 
IV.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item – nothing at this time 
 
V.  Reports 

1. Town Planner’s Report 
2. Chairpersons report  
3. Town Committees 
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4. Sub Committees 
 

VI.  Old Business 
1. Zoning Ordinance Update – Horsley Witten 

 
The consultants have read through the ordinance in a very detailed manor, they are thinking 
strategically and want to present what they think they want to take on first. 
Nate Kelly started out by addressing what he calls Housekeeping items ie: formatting, 
restructuring, easier to read and navigate.  Our ordinance is in pretty good shape.  Subsections can 
be grouped together in our ordinance.  Clean up the use table and definitions to start. 
They will be proposing new articles for different things in our ordinance that should be grouped 
differently.  They will make some standards more definite and clear.  Connecting the dots is 
important. 
 
Development Plan Review, TRC is established in the ordinance.  We do not have an article called 
DPR. They would like to change that.  Lisa noted that Article 11 used to be just that. 
 
RR – 200 needs to be clearer, re-organize etc. 
Use Conditions, there are performance standards that need to be met.  Some by right, some special 
use. 
 
Jeff Davis was hoping to go through the topics (articles) in the RFP as to what the goal is to 
changes in these sections, what is and what is not working now.  We need help to identify what 
needs to be addressed. He opened the discussion up to the Planning Commissioners for issued that 
need to be addressed: 
 
Enright – difference between B&B and temporary rentals 
Pendlebury - Use table could be structured graphically, there are really only 2 areas, residential and 
commercial. 
Swistak – when a use pops up when not in the table what happens, it is assumed prohibited and is 
up to the Building Official? 
Cochran – violation concerning Jet Ski rentals going on but it is prohibited and nothing is being 
done so it is not enforced. 
 
Jeff Davis said when we have our first work session with the public we will need this information.  
Signage needs to be compliant with Superior Court decision and they will go through this. 
Lisa Bryer – Sandwich board signage needs to be addressed. 
Swistak - Home Businesses/Daycare from use table. 
 
Parking will be a big one in Jamestown, Jeff asked what are the key issues?  Smith says the zoning 
board ignores the parking requirements.  Swistak said it is hard to be balanced and fair with new 
applicants when so many are grandfathered.  Smith said our parking ordinance should reflect 
reality.  If you change hands and no use change it is still grandfathered.  What needs to change and 
what needs to stay.  If no business can ever meet the parking standards why should it be there.  
Where is the line?  What do we stick with and what needs to change. 
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Multi Family Dwellings – how many have you had to deal with?  Asked Jeff.  1 Ms. Bryer said.  
How could anyone ever conform with this? Jeff said.  What do you want or not want changed, this 
is something we need to deal with.  We need to make distinction between multi family dwelling 
and accessory.  What are the “must have” provisions?  It is very restrictive. Parking is an issue 
here as well.  Need definition of what a “unit” is:  Kitchen, range, bathroom.  Relates to guest 
houses.  Related to rental of units also.  Short term rental a big issue.  
 
 
Village Special Development what needs to be changed.  Pfeiffer integration and enforcement of 
the guidelines he said.  Commissioner Smith disagrees with the guidelines for the village district.  
Bryer said there has to be guidelines.  Jeff said what can we bring into the standards without tying 
peoples hands. 
Commissioner Swistak said what triggers people to come in for DPR, we relaxed it and now we do 
not see as much as we had prior. 
 
Accessory Family Dwelling Units –  Swistak said this is new and onerous.  Bryer said previously 
they were only permitted in town only for Affordable Housing.  We determined there is a 
tremendous need for this and have permitted about 8 of them.  People have been asking to build a 
separate structure and some are very large.  We need to change the definition of size of structure. 
Also, detached structures have been problematic.  Would be easy to tweak. 
 
Pfeiffer noted that the Use table has 9 subdivisions.  We only have regulations for residential and 
commercial.  Why do we need all the other categories? 
 
Conservation Development – we have developed language for both Subdivision Regs and Zoning 
Ordinance, this is all set and needs to be incorporated. 
 
Low and moderate income housing.  Project segmentation is an issue, such as subdividing a lot and 
then putting two duplexes on it.  It should trigger affordable housing since it is over 4 units but it is 
really only 2 units on each lot.  A loophole that we had with the last project that has come before 
us, if it were kept as one lot with 4 units then affordable housing would have been triggered.   
 
HGWTO – we discussed this at the last meeting.  Needs to incorporate stormwater and OWTS 
regulations at a minimum.  We asked them to simplify this if possible.  We are a model to other 
towns. 
 
Horsley will also look at Cottages and tiny homes, farm related retail and uses, aquaculture, solar 
and wind use. 
 
Commissioner Swistak wants all municipal projects to be reviewed by the Planning Commission.   
 
The next step will be to work on the first deliverable including definitions use table and all the 
house keeping elements, and possibly parking.  They will work with staff.  Website will not go live 
yet. 
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VII. New Business  

1. David & Janice Martin/Cabral – Plat 15 Lot 268 - Section 82-314, High Groundwater 
Table and Impervious Overlay District -Sub-District A – recommendation to Zoning 
Board; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 

 
Michael Cabral is purchasing the property from the Martins.  He is working with American 
Engineering, Dan Cotta, PE.  Two lots are similar but two separate applications.   
A motion to accept Dan Cotta as an expert witness was made by Commissioner Swistak, and 
seconded by Commissioner Enright.  All in favor.  
 
Dan Cotta presented the project.  The applicant received approval for a 4 bedroom OWTS and a 
three bedroom house is being proposed.  Dan Cotta went through the application with the board. 
They have a copy in their packet of the approved septic system. 
 
Commissioner Swistak wanted Michael Cabral, applicant added to the motion and that he testified 
on the behalf of the applicant.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak that was seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury 
to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application of David and Janice 
Martin, owners, Michael Cabral, applicant: AP 15, Lot 268; P-6, Stanchion Street, Jamestown, RI; 
being reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Section 314 - High Groundwater Table and Impervious 
Overlay District Sub-district A review in accordance with the plan entitled Town Submission for 
David and Janice Martin, located at Pole #6 Stanchion Avenue, Jamestown, RI Sheet 1 of 1.  
Dated, 01/18/2018, by American Engineering, Inc., Daniel R. Cotta, Professional 
Engineer/Professional Land Surveyor, 400 South County Trail – Suite A 201, Exeter, Rhode 
Island 02822.  The recommendation for approval is based on the following findings of facts as 
amended: 
 
Findings of Fact Section 314  
1. Property is 14,400 sf in area and is located in an R-40 Zoning District; 
2. The applicant is proposing to construct a 1713-square foot dwelling with a crushed stone 

driveway; 
3. The existing site is undeveloped.  Existing impervious cover is 0 sf; 
4. Four (4) soil evaluations were conducted on the property. The results indicate a 24 inch 

seasonal high water table and 24” inches to category 9 soils. The site falls under Sub-
district “A” requirements of the High Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District.  
The maximum impervious cover allowed is 12%; 

5. The applicant proposes to construct a 3-bedroom house, garage, crushed stone driveway, well, 
and an 4-bedroom advanced treatment OWTS (RIDEM permit #1615-0957: Septi-tech to a 
geomat); 

6. The proposed impervious cover is proposed to be 11.99 percent; 
7. The applicant’s representative Dan Cotta, PLS, PE, represented the applicant before the 

Planning Commission on 2/7/18.  The applicant and prospective buyer Michael Cabral was 
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present at the meeting and has provided an owner authorization form from the owners, David 
and Janice Martin; 

8. The applicants engineer has submitted a Water Volume Calculations Report dated January 5, 
2018 which addresses stormwater treatment by two rain gardens with an approximate area of 
1000 square feet and a storage volume of approximately 573 cubic feet.  The proposed rain 
gardens exceed the required storage volume of 564 cubic feet. The rain gardens provide treatment 
for the 1” water quality volume and provides storage for the increased storm water runoff associated 
with a 10-year frequency storm event; and 

9. Jamestown Engineer Jean Lambert provided correspondence to Chris Costa, Building Official 
and Lisa Bryer, Town Planner dated January 24, 2018 regarding the Martin application with 
respect to Zoning Section 314 (attached) which notes that, the proposal, in her professional 
judgement, the requirements for development within 82-314 of the Zoning Ordinance have 
been met. 

 

Recommended Conditions of Approval 
1. A Special Use Permit for Section 314 is required from the Zoning Board of Review; 
2. An as-built plan should be provided at the completion of construction to the Building Official 

depicting the size and location of the house, size and location of the rain gardens, and verifying 
the elevations and grading shown on the proposed site plan. 

3. The OWTS must be inspected and maintained as required by the Town Onsite Wastewater 
Management Program. A maintenance contract must be recorded in the land evidence records 
and a copy of the recorded document shall be submitted to the Planning Department. 

4. The Operation and Maintenance (O & M) Plan (reproduced in 8.5” x 11” for the stormwater 
mitigation (rain gardens) shall be recorded in the Office of the Town Clerk with the Zoning 
Approval and evidence of such shall be provided to the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  and a 
copy of the recorded Operation and Maintenance requirements shall be submitted to the 
Planning Department. 

5. An erosion and sediment control permit will be required from the building official prior to 
commencement of construction. Erosion and sediment controls shall be installed at the down 
gradient limit of disturbance as shown on the site plans.  Erosion controls shall be maintained 
until final stabilization is achieved on the site. 

6. The proposed gravel driveway will remain as such in perpetuity unless Zoning Board approval 
is granted for a change in the future. 

 
So unanimously voted. 
Michael Swistak – Aye  Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye  Mick Cochran - Aye     
Dana Prestigiacomo – Aye  Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye 
 

2. David & Janice Martin/Cabral – Plat 15 Lot 278 - Section 82-314, High Groundwater 
Table and Impervious Overlay District -Sub-District A – recommendation to Zoning 
Board; review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
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Dan Cotta represented the applicant.  This application is on the corner of Backstay and Stanchion.  
He discussed the drainage.  No variances were required for the OWTS design.  The raingarden 
flows through the site maintaining existing flow.  All separations have been met.  He has included 
the maintenance requirements.   
 
Houses will be zero energy homes with solar.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swistak, and seconded by Commissioner Cochran 
to recommend to the Jamestown Zoning Board, approval of the application of David Martin, 
owner, Michael Cabral, applicant: AP 15, Lot 278; P-6, Stanchion Street, Jamestown, RI; being 
reviewed under Zoning Ordinance Section 314 - High Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay 
District Sub-district A review in accordance with the plan entitled Town Submission for David 
Martin, located at Pole #6 Stanchion Avenue, Jamestown, RI Sheet 1 of 1.  Dated, 01/18/2018, 
by American Engineering, Inc., Daniel R. Cotta, Professional Engineer/Professional Land 
Surveyor, 400 South County Trail – Suite A 201, Exeter, Rhode Island 02822.  The 
recommendation for approval is based on the following findings of facts as amended: 
 
Findings of Fact Section 314  
1. Property is 14,400 sf in area and is located in an R-40 Zoning District; 

 
2. The applicant is proposing to construct a 1727-square foot dwelling with a crushed stone 

driveway; 
3. The existing site is undeveloped.  Existing impervious cover is 0 sf; 
4. Four (4) soil evaluations were conducted on the property. The results indicate a 24 inch 

seasonal high water table and 24” inches to category 9 soils. The site falls under Sub-
district “A” requirements of the High Groundwater Table and Impervious Overlay District.  
The maximum impervious cover allowed is 12%; 

5. The applicant proposes to construct a 3-bedroom house, garage, crushed stone driveway, well, 
and a 4-bedroom advanced treatment OWTS (RIDEM permit #1615-0958: Septi-tech to a 
geomat); 

6. The proposed impervious cover is proposed to be 11.99 percent; 
7. The applicant’s representative Dan Cotta, PLS, PE, represented the applicant before the 

Planning Commission on 2/7/18.  The applicant and prospective buyer Michael Cabral was 
present at the meeting and has provided an owner authorization form from the owner, David 
Martin; 

8. The applicants engineer has submitted a Water Volume Calculations Report dated January 5, 
2018 which addresses stormwater treatment by two rain gardens with an approximate area of 
1035 square feet and a storage volume of approximately 569 cubic feet.  The proposed rain 
gardens exceed the required storage volume of 564 cubic feet. The rain gardens provide treatment 
for the 1” water quality volume and provides storage for the increased storm water runoff associated 
with a 10-year frequency storm event; and 

9. Jamestown Engineer Jean Lambert provided correspondence to Chris Costa, Building Official 
and Lisa Bryer, Town Planner dated January 24, 2018 regarding the Martin application with 
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respect to Zoning Section 314 (attached) which notes that, the proposal, in her professional 
judgement, the requirements for development within 82-314 of the Zoning Ordinance have 
been met. 

 

Recommended Conditions of Approval 
1. A Special Use Permit for Section 314 is required from the Zoning Board of Review; 

 
2. An as-built plan should be provided at the completion of construction to the Building Official 

depicting the size and location of the house, size and location of the rain gardens, and 
verifying the elevations and grading shown on the proposed site plan.; 

3. The OWTS must be inspected and maintained as required by the Town Onsite Wastewater 
Management Program. A maintenance contract must be recorded in the land evidence records 
and a copy of the recorded document shall be submitted to the Planning Department; 

4. The Operation and Maintenance (O & M) Plan (reproduced in 8.5” x 11” for the stormwater 
mitigation (rain gardens) shall be recorded in the Office of the Town Clerk with the Zoning 
Approval and evidence of such shall be provided to the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  and a 
copy of the recorded Operation and Maintenance requirements shall be submitted to the 
Planning Department; 

5. An erosion and sediment control permit will be required from the building official prior to 
commencement of construction. Erosion and sediment controls shall be installed at the down 
gradient limit of disturbance as shown on the site plans.  Erosion controls shall be maintained 
until final stabilization is achieved on the site; 

6. The proposed gravel driveway will remain as such in perpetuity unless Zoning Board approval 
is granted for a change in the future. 

 
So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye  Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye  Mick Cochran - Aye     
Dana Prestigiacomo – Aye  Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye 
 
 

3. Bryer Avenue Plat 8 Lot 212 – 2 lot Minor Subdivision without street creation - R-20 
Village Special Development District - review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
 

Mark Boyer represented the application.  Commissioner Smith sat in on the TRC.  The only 
condition suggested was to limit access to Conanicus Ave. 
 
Mark Boyer went over his credentials.  A motion was made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by 
Commissioner Pfeiffer to accept Mr. Boyer as an expert witness.  Boyer followed through on the 
request at TRC to straighten the lot line and Mr. Christopher wanted to leave his options open and 
that crooked lot line is more to his benefit.  There were no objections from the Planning 
Commission. 
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Boyer indicated that he has no intention to develop the property but some day he will build on the 
new lot and give the existing house to his kids.  Rosemary indicated that the houses on both sides 
were historic and Boyer indicated that the applicant is sensitive to his neighbors views etc.   
 
Commissioner Swistak made a motion that was seconded by Commissioner Pendlebury to Grant 
Preliminary Plan approval in accordance with the Town of Jamestown Subdivision Regulations, 
RIGL 45-23-37 and the plans entitled "Preliminary Subdivision, Being:  ASSESSORS PLAT 
NO. 8 LOT NO. 212, Comprehensive Survey – Proposed Minor Subdivision, Bryer Avenue 
Plat, Location 9 Bryer Avenue, Jamestown, RI  02835; prepared by Boyer Associates, 1071 
Main Street, West Warwick, RI  02893, (401) 821-8872; dated Jan. 12, 2018 based on the 
following Findings of Fact and subject to the following Conditions of Approval: 
 
A. Findings of Fact 
The Planning Commission makes the following findings: 
1. The subdivision is consistent with the requirements of the Jamestown Comprehensive Plan; 
2. Each lot in the subdivision conforms to the standards and provisions of the Jamestown 

Zoning Ordinance.  The property is zoned R-20 and both lots will be over 20,000 square 
feet in size and the existing house meets the required setbacks for that zone.  No building 
lot is designed and located in such a manner as to require relief from Article 3, Section 308 
of the Zoning Ordinance as both lots will be serviced by public water and sewer; 

3. There will be no significant negative environmental impacts from the proposed 
development as shown on the plans, with all required conditions for approval; 

4. The subdivision as proposed will not result in the creation of individual lots with such 
physical constraints to development that building on those lots according to pertinent 
regulations and buildings standards would be impracticable; 

5. All subdivision lots have adequate and permanent physical access to a public street, 
namely, Bryer Avenue; 

6. The subdivision provides for safe circulation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, for 
adequate surface water runoff, for suitable building sites and for preservation of natural, 
historical, or cultural features that contribute to the attractiveness of the community; 

7. The design and location of streets, building lots, utilities, drainage improvements, and other 
improvements in the subdivision minimize flooding and soil erosion; 

8. All lots in the subdivision have access to sufficient potable water for the intended use.  
Both lots will be serviced by public water; 

9. Mark D. Boyer, PLS, testified as an expert witness on behalf of the applicants; and, 
10. Kevin Fetzer, Principal, Ecotones, Inc. submitted a letter dated January 18, 2018 stating 

that no evidence of freshwater or coastal wetlands was discovered on the property. 
 
B. Conditions of Approval 
 
1. The approval is for a total of 2 lots;  
2. That payment of a fee in-lieu-of land dedication shall be required for this subdivision for 

the new lot only in the amount required by Article IIID of the Jamestown Subdivision 
Regulations. This fee shall be determined at the time of filing of the final plat and paid 
prior to recording of the final plan. 

3. Granite monuments or where granite monument are not suitable, other suitable survey 
markers other than concrete, shall be placed at all corner points at the new property line;  
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4. The Trash Shed which is located on the new vacant lot near Bryer Avenue shall be 

removed/relocated prior to final approval; 
5. Vehicular access to Conanicus Avenue shall be prohibited in the future due to safety 

concerns; 
6. The Planning Commission delegates final plan review to the Town Planner with the 

signature of the Planning Chair to appear on the Final Record Plat; 
7. This approval shall be recorded with the Town Clerk within 30 days of signature; and, 
8. This approval shall expire one year from the date of approval by the Planning Commission. 

 
So unanimously voted: 
Michael Swistak – Aye  Duncan Pendlebury – Aye 
Rosemary Enright – Aye  Mick Cochran - Aye     
Dana Prestigiacomo – Aye  Bernie Pfeiffer - Aye 
Michael Smith - Aye 
 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made at 9:00 p.m. by Commissioner Enright and seconded by 
Commissioner Cochran.  So unanimously voted. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
Lisa W. Bryer 



    

       

        State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations  

 Coastal Resources Management Council                   (401) 783-3370 

 Oliver H. Stedman Government Center            Fax (401) 783-3767 

 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 116 

 Wakefield, RI 02879-1900   

   

 

MARCH 2018 CALENDAR 
(*Amended 03-07-2018) 

 

Tuesday, March 13  Semimonthly Meeting. Administration Building, Conference Room A, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI. 

 6:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 20  Policy and Planning Subcommittee Meeting. CRMC Conference 

 Room, Oliver Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, 

Wakefield, RI. 

 8:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 20 Shoreline Change Special Area Management Plan (Beach SAMP) 

Subcommittee Meeting. CRMC Conference  Room, Oliver Stedman 

Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield, RI. 

 9:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, March 23 Administrative Fine Hearings.  CRMC Conference Room, Oliver 

Stedman Government Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road, Wakefield, RI. 

 9:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 27 ROW Subcommittee Meeting. Administration Building, Conference 

Room A, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI. 

 5:45 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 27 Semimonthly Meeting. Administration Building, Conference Room A, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI. 

 6:00 p.m. 

 

*Thursday, March 29 RI CRMC Shoreline Change Special Area Management Plan 

(Beach SAMP) Stakeholder Meeting. Uri Narragansett Bay Campus, 

Coastal Institute Auditorium, South Ferry Road, Narragansett, RI. 

6:00-8:00 pm 

 

Individuals requesting interpreter services for the hearing impaired for any of the above meetings 

must notify the Council office at (783-3370) 72-hours in advance of the meeting date. 

 

/lat 
































	Town Council Regular Meeting Agenda for Monday, March 19, 2018 at 6:30 PM
	I. ROLL CALL
	II. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	III. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS
	A) Approval of Minutes; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) February 20, 2018 (regular meeting)

	B) Open Forum
	1) Scheduled request to address
	a) Katherine Maxwell; discussion of Water and Sewer Rates in Jamestown

	2) Non-scheduled request to address

	C) Report of Town Officials - Status Reports; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1)       Pumping Report
	2)  Town Projects Reports
	b) Town Wells
	c) Water Treatment Plant
	d) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir
	e) Distribution System
	f) Wastewater Treatment Facility



	IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
	V. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES AND PERMITS
	VI. OPEN FORUM
	A) Scheduled request to address
	B) Non-scheduled request to address

	VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR,      COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS
	A) Town Administrator’s Report: Andrew E. Nota
	1) Coyote activity update


	VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	A) Jamestown Philomenian Library Building Renovation Project – Revised Scope of the Library Building Renovation Design; Library Building Committee Chair Paul Housberg and Architect Mohamed Farzan
	1) Approval of the Revised Scope of the Library Building Renovation Design; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	2) Approval for the Placement of a resolution or question on a future Financial Town Meeting Warrant, Special Election Ballot or General Election Ballot for the Library Building Renovation Project; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

	B) Jamestown Golf Course Club House Replacement Project, continued from the March 5, 2018 Town Council Meeting
	1) Approval of the Design for replacement of the Golf Course Club House; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	2) Approval for the Placement of a resolution or question on a future Financial Town Meeting Warrant, Special Election Ballot or General Election Ballot for the Golf Course Club House Replacement; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

	C) Jamestown School Committee proposed School Construction Project
	1) Town Council Support for proposed School Construction Project as requested by the Jamestown School Committee; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	2) Town Council Support for General Assembly enabling legislation for a General Obligation Bond in the amount of $5.9 million for the proposed school construction, as requested by the Jamestown School Committee; review, discussion and/or potential act...

	D) Solarize Rhode Island – Jamestown Participation; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-05: Relative to Supporting the Goals of Solarize Rhode Island

	E) Upcoming Meetings and Sessions – dates and times

	IX. NEW BUSINESS
	A) Town Council Support for House Bill 7385 and Senate Bill 2270 – Support for removal of the “Sunset” Provision from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation Act; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-03: Support for the Removal of the “Sunset” Provision regarding the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation Act

	B) Veterans Exemptions in the Town of Jamestown – request for review by Dennis Webster; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote
	1) Adoption of Resolution No. 2018-04: Relative to the Regulation of Property Subject to Taxation – Veterans Exemption Increase

	C) Jamestown Ambulance Barn; review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote

	X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES AND EXPIRING TERMS
	XI. CONSENT AGENDA
	A) Adoption of Town Council Minutes
	1) March 5, 2018 (regular meeting)
	2) March 8, 2018 (school budget work session)

	B) Minutes of Town Boards/Commissions/Committees
	1) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (02/01/2018)
	2) Jamestown Philomenian Library Board of Trustees (02/06/2018)
	3) Jamestown Philomenian Library Building Renovation (02/12/2018)
	4) Jamestown Planning Commission (01/03/2018)
	5) Jamestown Planning Commission (01/17/2018)
	6) Jamestown Planning Commission (02/07/2018)

	C) CRMC Notices
	1) March 2018 Calendar, revised
	2) Meeting Notice for State Assent application filed by Antonio and Joseph Pinheiro CRMC File No. 2014-12-056 on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., Conference Room A, Administration Building, One Capitol Hill, Providence

	D) Finance Director’s Report

	XII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS
	A) Communications
	1) Letter of RIDEM Office of Water Resources re: Project Priority List Request for Projects for State Fiscal Year 2019, due April 10, 2018

	B) Proclamations and Resolutions from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns
	1) Resolution of the Warwick City Council in Support of removal of the Sunshine Provision from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation Act
	2) Resolution of the Smithfield School Committee requesting the RI General Assembly support Article 5 of House Bill 7200 to place a referendum before the voters incurring debt of $250 million for renovation of existing and construction of new schools
	3) Resolution of the Glocester Town Council in Support of House Bill 7501 and Senate Bill 2419 relating to the implementation of In Person Early Voting
	4) Resolution of the Exeter Town Council in Support of removal of the Sunshine Provision from the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation Act
	5) Resolution of the Charlestown Town Council in Opposition to the proposed inclusion of the North Atlantic Region in the 2019-2024 National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program


	XIII. AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AND FUTURE MEETINGS
	A) Planning Department/Planning Commission/Affordable Housing Committee Reports (April)
	B) Final report on the Fire Station Rehabilitation Project (April)
	C) Fort Getty Landscape Project/Tree Preservation and Protection Committee Report (April)
	D) Friends of the Jamestown Rights of Way Report (April)
	E) Review of Open Meetings Act (April)
	F) Friends of the Jamestown Seniors (March 26th)

	XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION
	A) Pursuant to RIGL §42-46-5(a) Subsection (5) Real Estate (acquisition of properties for affordable housing); review, discussion and/or potential action and/or vote in executive session and/or open session

	XV. ADJOURNMENT


